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 Issue-based politics will elude
Nigeria as long as elections are
determined by ethno-religious
sentiments, and politicians get away
with making thoughtless campaign
promises

Trade in manufactured goods dips 34.7% in H1’22

8FG to tackle deficit, debt with assets
sales, other measures —FINANCE MINISTER

FG plans to
open 2nd
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Floods: Account for N1 trn
Ecological vote, FG tasks states
States receive chunk of funds, let them account  —PRESIDENCY Adds: They’re first responders
Reps start probe Lagdo Dam not responsible for flooding — MINISTER

From left, FCT Minister, Mohammed Musa Bello, Information and Culture Minister, Alhaji Lai Mohammed, Works & Housing
Minister, Mr. Babatunde Fashola, SAN; and Minister of State, Works & Housing, Umar El-Yakub, during the Ministry of Works and
Housing's Media Briefing on President Muhammadu Buhari Administration's Scorecard (2015 2023), organized by the Federal Ministry
of Information and Culture at the National Press Centre, Radio House, Abuja, yesterday.

Police officer, 22
others killed as
armed
herdsmen attack
Police Station,
Benue

1 killed as RTEAN,
Alaba Intl market
taskforce clash over
alleged extortion
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ABUJA — The
P r e s i d e n c y
yesterday challenged

states to give account of how
they spent amounts in excess of
one trillion naira, allocated to
them from the Ecological Fund
to tackle floods and other
ecological problems.

This came as the Federal
Government said yesterday that
release of water from the Lagdo
Dam in Cameroun was not
responsible for the large-scale
flooding in Nigeria.

Several states, including Benue
and Kogi in the North-Central;
Bayelsa, Rivers and Delta in the
South South, have cried out for
help from the Federal
Government as they battle to
provide succour for victims of
floods forced out of their homes
and left without shelter, food and
potable water.

Nearly N1 trn
budgeted for
ecological
disasters in 3 yrs
Roughly N1 trillion,

representing 2.2 per cent of the
total budget for 2018, 2019 and
2023 was budgeted for ecological
and disaster management.

In 2018, 2.2 per cent of the
estimated of N9.120 trillion
budget, amounting to N198
billion was set aside for the
Ecological Fund; in 2019, the 2.2
per cent amount of the budget of
N132 billion was allocated for the
Fund, while in 2023, 2.2 per cent
of the N21 trillion budget
indicated  N462 billion allocation
for Ecological Fund.

However a search of the
website of the Ecological Fund
Office for details of accruals and
monthly/ quarterly releases to
states and federal agencies did
not yield the desired results.

A search of the budget
implementation report equally
did not yield the desired results. 

The House of Representatives
had since June, launched a probe

Flood: Despite over N1tr allocation,
Ecological Funds mired in controversy
 States receive chunk of funds, let them account  —
PRESIDENCY Adds: They’re first responders  Reps start
probe Lagdo Dam not responsible for flooding — MINISTER

By John Alechenu
and Ezra Ukanwa

into the utilization of the fund for
the past 10 years.

This is not the first time such a
probe is taking place in the
National Assembly.

On its part,   the Presidency
has continued to query public
attention on the Federal
Government when in fact, the
states and local governments
therein received the chunk of
ecological funds set aside for
disaster management.

Presidential spokesman,
Mallam Garba Shehu, in
response to enquiries from
Vanguard yesterday, made
reference to a comprehensive
statement he issued on the
subject in August.

In the statement, the
Presidency enjoined state
governors to rise to the
responsibilities of their office by
responding to the needs of their
citizens in the face of growing
floods and other ecologically-
related disasters.

This was in response to growing
number of appeals from groups
and individuals, including some
of the affected state governments,
for help.

Garba explained that
statutorily, the revenue allocation
formula provides that 2.32 per

cent of derivation funds was set
aside for ecology and disaster
management and the amount is
shared across the three tiers of
government.

He noted that while the Buhari
administration remains
committed to efforts to alleviate
the suffering of citizens affected
by flooding and other natural
disasters, other tiers of
government equally had a
responsibility to play their part in
disaster management.

‘Engage states,
LGs on
Ecological Fund’
According to him, it is high time

citizens began to ask relevant
state and local government
agencies how they spend their
share of the Ecological Fund. 

The Senior Special Assistant
to the President said: “Calls for
the Federal Government to
respond to all outbreaks of a
natural disaster do not display an
understanding of Nigerian law.

“While not a national-level
emergency, the ongoing flooding
is an emergency nevertheless.
Nigerian lives and properties are
at stake.

“We call on governors of those
states that have swung into
action and engaged the
necessary gear to continue with
their efforts, and those that have
not, to immediately face their
duties of managing the flooding
within their jurisdictions – that is
the job that the President,
governors and council chairmen
have been elected to do.

“Each of the three tiers, the
local government, the state
government and the Federal
Government has a sizeable
budget at its disposal, allocated
monthly precisely for dealing with
these state-level natural
emergencies, as well as federal
agencies dedicated to doing the
same.

“It is not clear why some of the
state governments in question
are not already drawing upon
those funds to tackle the current
emergency, and the general
population is misguidedly calling
on the Federal Government to
intervene in all situations.

“If those sums of money are,
for whatever reason, no longer
available, the affected states and
local councils must immediately
contact the relevant authorities
to explain what has happened to
those funds.

“Under the prevailing revenue
allocation formula, 2.32 per cent
of derivation funds are set aside
for ecology and disaster
management.

“Of this amount, the 36 states
and the FCT get 0.72 per cent,
the 774 local governments get 0.6
per cent, adding to 1.32 per cent,
leaving a balance of one per cent
to the government of the
federation.

“By the law of the land, NEMA
(National Emergency
Management Agency) takes 20
per cent of the amount allocated
to the Federal Government.

“The North East Development
Commission, NEDC, collects 10
per cent, the National
Agricultural Land Development
Authority, NALDA 10 per cent,
and the National Agency for the
Great Green Wall, GGW 0.5 per
cent, leaving 0.55 of the one per
cent to the government at the
centre for ecological protection
and disaster management.

‘Its’ shared
responsibility’
“The President commends the

few states that are up in front,
doing a yeoman’s effort, averting
disasters and managing same
where they occur.

“While he gives the nation
assurances that the Federal
Government will continue to work
closely with the state
governments to provide all
possible assistance to overcome
this challenge, the President
expects at the same time it must
be seen as a shared responsibility.

“The response to emergencies
must stand on the three-legged
structure.  Flooding, droughts out
of season, and wild weather
patterns are now global
experiences due to climate
change. No one now denies its
detrimental effects in all corners
of the planet.

“Nigeria’s efforts, led by the
President, have been acclaimed

in Africa and globally. Instead of
making headline-grabbing calls,
politicians should take the
trouble to find out from the
ministries and state governments
what steps are being taken in the
face of these challenges.”

Garba equally noted that
President Buhari sympathised
with victims of flooding, assuring
that the situation was constantly
being monitored.

Noting that the Federal
Government will keep sending
teams to assess the situation to
render help, the presidential
spokesman said: “The President
extends heartfelt condolences, on
behalf of the nation, to
communities in towns and
villages, many of whom have lost
dear relatives, suffered extensive
property damage, and endured
the destruction of crops and
farmlands.

“While expressing his concerns
over hardships being faced by
people due to this natural
calamity, the President noted
that NEMA had written to each
of the 36 states of the federation,
through the states’ respective
governors, advising on
appropriate action to take in view
of gloomy forecasts of the rains
this year.

“The structure of the response
mechanism on this issue is clear:
the government at the centre
should step in to directly address
national-level emergencies and
that local government councils
and the states are the first
responders in all situations.”

Irked by the lack of
accountability which has dogged
the management of these funds
at almost all tiers of government,
the House of Representatives in
June 2022, mandated its

By Esther Onyegbula

Discovery of illegal oil tapping points on NNPC pipelines

THAT over 58 oil siphon
ing points exist for oil

thieves in Nigeria shows to-
tal ineptitude, negligence
and failure of the agencies
saddled with providing sur-
veillance and security over
those vital economic facili-
ties. No doubt, there have
been institutional cum gov-
ernmental complicity, con-
nivance and/or collabora-
tion.

—Williams Emeka,
Content Writer

THE stark reality of such
an unpatriotic act is sad-

dening and unfortunate. The
implication of this is that Ni-
gerians are inflicting lethal in-
juries on the nation.  Nigeria
is on life-support at the mo-
ment. If the government is sin-
cere, let a state of emergency
be declared in the petroleum
sub-sector of the economy to
arrest the situation.

— Joel Nkanta,
Administrator

THE atrocity at this scale
has heinous conse-

quences and I think many
would just hastily conclude it
is hunger-motivated. The im-
pact of bad fuel on the envi-
ronment is fatal; it accounts
for the disturbing number of
deaths and terminal diseases.
Each community head should
be engaged and security con-
tracts outsourced to them.
There will be relative peace.

—Larne Odukoya,
Public Relations strategist

THE discovery is a
good one, it will stop

those who are behind and
anyone with the intent of
doing so. I commend the
people behind the discov-
ery.  The government
should understudy how
other oil-producing coun-
tries are tackling illegal
oil bunkering from the
nation’s pipeline, and
learn from them.

— Dr Pat Ogbo,
Media practitioner

LATE Dictator Sani
Abacha even preached

that when terrorism last long-
er, govt is involved.

So if there are much oil theft
points along Nigeria’s pipe-
lines, the Nigerian govern-
ment knows and supports
them, directly or indirectly.

How can the entire Navy,
Police, Airforce, NSCDC, and
Army not been able to deal
with such a situation?

— Ruth Uche Ogbonnaya,
Journalist

IT takes a thief to catch

a thief’. Illegal bunkering
is a serious problem in Nige-
ria.  Therefore, all asunder
should cooperate with the
Federal Government and the
oil companies that are respon-
sible for petroleum products
in Nigeria in controlling it.

— Hope Nworah,
Security expert

‘

MINISTERIAL PRESENTATION: From left, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance,
Budget and National Planning, Dr. Aliyu Ahmed,  the Minister, Mrs. Zainab Ahmed and
Director-General, Budget Office, Dr. Ben Akabueze during the ministerial presentation
of the 2023 Budget in Abuja yesterday. Photo by Rotimi Osasona.
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National Sports Festival: Para-athletes protest,
block Lagos highway

World Food Day:
Lions Club feeds
destitute in
Lagos

By Etop Ekanem

LAGOS—As part of the World Food Day
celebration, the Lions Clubs

International, District 404 A1 Nigeria,
weekend, flagged off its Feeding The Hungry
Service Project at Oko Baba, Lagos with the
feeding of members of Oko Baba Destitute
Centre, Ebutte Meta, Lagos.

Speaking at the event, District Governor,
Anogwi Anyanwu said: “Food is a necessity
of life. We live in a world of plenty where
many go to sleep on empty stomachs. We
call the attention of the world to the fact that
hunger is a consequence of inequitable
distribution of resources occasioned by greed
and wastefulness. We assert that there is
enough for everyone’s need but there are
not enough for everyone’s greed.

“Let us give a thought to needs of the less
privileged. Let us be less wasteful of resources.
Let us give a thought to the millions of people
who go to bed hungry every day. Let us
share what we have with those who do not
have."

Earlier in her welcome address, District
Chairperson for Feeding the Hungry
Committee, Lion Omotunde Johnson, said:
“It is very certain that Lions Club cannot
feed all the hungry people in the
communities. Still, we shall continue to do
our best as soldiers of service and also hope
that other well-meaning individuals and
corporate organisations either do something
on their own or partner with us to extend the
reach.n Hunger is a problem without
borders.  Lions Club as an organisation hopes
that one day, no child will ever have to live
without knowing when their next meal will
come. We also  hope for the same for the
needy here present today.”

LAGOS—Motorists were kept on the
roads for hours, yesterday, due to a traffic
gridlock caused by a protest by some
physically-challenged persons in the
Surulere area of Lagos.

Many who were on their way to work
were forced to abandon commercial vehicles
and trek long distances to beat the traffic,
especially along Funso Williams Avenue.

The protesters, who are athletes, were
airing their displeasure about the alleged
removal of some sports from the forthcoming
National Sports Festival.

They gathered by the National Stadium
and insisted that all the para sports exempted
from the festival must be included.

One of the protesters, Joyce Otun, a para-
athlete, said it was necessary they staged
the protest as members of her group were

being marginalised due to their disabilities.
She said: “We are protesting because they

deny us our rights, the National Sports
Festival must include all para sports and none
should be denied participation.

“Only three of our sports have been enlisted
in the National Sports Festival. If they would
not include all our sports they should forget
about the festival this year. We are not ready
to stop, we will continue this protest until
they heed our call.”

Another protester, who pleaded anonymity,
said the disabled sports persons were being
ignored, hence their grievances.

“We want the government to do the right
thing. They should give us what rightfully
belongs to us, that is what we are fighting for
through this protest," he said.

The protesters, yesterday

Policeman, 22 others killed as
herdsmen attack Police station, in
Benue

By Peter Duru
Makurdi—A Police officer and 22 others

were reportedly killed in a fresh herdsmen
attack on Gbeji community and Police
station in Ukum Local Government Area of
Benue State.

The attackers also left another 12,
including women, with machete cuts and in
critical condition.

It was gathered that the marauders, who
stormed the community at about 3 am,
yesterday, sneaked into the community from
Tseke village, a border community located
within Benue, Nasarawa and Taraba states.

Confirming the development, Chairman
of Ukum LGA, Mr Kartyo Tyoumbur,
lamented that the attack was unprovoked.

He said: “The attack was unprovoked. And
as at now, 18 corpses have been recovered
from the community and deposited in the
mortuary. Also, 12 others were brutally
macheted. They are receiving treatment in a
public hospital at Afia, and among them were
several women who were badly macheted.

“Among the dead is a policeman, who was
on duty at the Police Station in Gbeji when
the attack occurred. They attacked the Police
Station as well. Though the attack was
probably not to burn it, the policeman who
was on duty was shot dead.

“We are still searching the bushes for more
corpses and survivors because the people
attacked are predominantly farmers and those
in the bushes are yet to be seen. I visited the
scene with security personnel to ascertain
the level of damage and the number of those
killed."

Couple, firm arraigned for alleged
$4.7m theft

LAGOS—FOR allegedly stealing
$4.7million and converting same to their

use, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and
Vice President of Lionstone Offshore Services
Limited, Amaechi Ndili and Njide Chizoba
Ndili, with their firm, Lionstone Offshore
Services have been arraigned before a Lagos
Special Offences Court sitting in Ikeja.

They were arraigned before Justice
Olubunmi Abike-Fadipe on three counts
charge bordering on stealing and conversion
of $4.7million to personal use.

The defendants were charged by the
Inspector-General of Police (IGP) for allegedly
dishonestly converting $4,666,234.28 they
received from Addax Petroleum
Development Nigeria Limited on behalf of
Hercules Offshore Nigeria Limited

The defendants allegedly obtained the
money for the contract that, the duo and

their company, Lionstone Offshore Limited,
entered into with Addax Petroleum
Development Nigeria Limited, which was
executed by Hercules Offshore Nigeria Ltd,
but they failed to deliver the money to
Hercules.

The prosecution counsel led by Assistant
Commissioner of Police (ACP), Simon Lough
(SAN), in the charge, alleged that Lionstone
Limited was engaged by Hercules as its local
partner and to receive payments on its behalf
in respect of contracts it executed for Addax
Petroleum Development Nigeria Limited.

The police alleged that the $4,666,234.28
formed part of the payments the defendants
received on behalf of Hercules, but which
they failed to remit to Hectares in accordance
with their agreement, but instead, allegedly
converted the money to their personal use.

Following their plea of not guilty to the
three counts charge, the defendants lead
counsel, Mr Ebun Shofunde (SAN) prayed
the court to grant the defendants bail.

By Henry Ojelu
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1 killed as RTEAN, Alaba Int'l market
task force clash over alleged extortion
Scores injured, hoodlums hijack opportunity, rob fleeing persons
By Evelyn Usman,
Godfrey Bivere &

Mary Opara

LAGOS—ONE person
was shot dead and scores

of others injured in a clash
that erupted between
members of the Road
Transport Employers
Association of Nigeria,
RTEAN, and those of Alaba
International market task
force in  Lagos.

Vanguard gathered that
the new leadership in the
market directed  RTEAN
members to leave its terrain
owing to complaints of
extortion by drivers
conveying customers’
goods.

They were alleged to be
collecting as much as
N4,000 from each driver,
daily.  They were also
accused of collecting
between N100 and N400
from customers who bought
electronics. The charges, as
gathered, vary according to
the size of the electronics.

The market’s leadership
further argued that RTEAN
members had no business
collecting tolls from drivers
since its activities had been
suspended by the Lagos
State government.

Consequently, a memo was
reportedly issued by the
market’s leadership,
informing traders that the
activities of RTEAN members
had been suspended, with
effect from Tuesday, October
18, 2022.

 In line with the directive, the
market’s task force members
chased some of the toll
collectors on Monday.

However, the former
mobilised and stormed the
market wielding dangerous
weapons, yesterday, attacking
members of the task force, who
were stationed at the toll
collection point. Some traders
who ran into the feud were
injured.

The fight, as gathered,
lingered for two hours, with
sounds of sporadic gunshots
vibrating in the war zone.

The clash paralysed
commercial activities for the

day as traders, who were just
opening for the day’s business
hurriedly closed and left for
their respective homes to avoid
being hit by bullets.

Hoodlums hijacked the
opportunity as they extorting customers and cab

drivers.
One of them, who simply

gave his name as Chioye, said:
“These agberos have been
operating here for years. They
extort money from customers,
who come to buy goods here.
If customers refused to give
them, they would not be
allowed to leave with the
goods.

“As if that was not enough,
they just increased the money
they usually collect from
drivers conveying customers’
goods. Every day, they collect
N4,000 from each driver. To
make up for the payment, these
drivers charged customers
more and the increment has
started affecting sales, as some
of our customers have stopped
patronising us.

“Also they collect between
N100 and N300 from
customers who bought a
television. The price they
charge depends on the size of
the television. If a customer’s
item is bigger than his bag, he
must pay.

“So, when the Lagos State
government stopped activities
of RTEAN after a recent clash
between its members and
NURTW, the market’s
leadership saw it as an
opportunity to stop the
extortion.

“The RTEAN has been
informed to stop operating in
the market since, but its
members kept coming to
extort until we put our feet
down on Monday.”

Another trader, who
identified himself as Ogbonna
Chijioke blamed the crisis on
politics in the market.

Chijioke said: “The agberos

were giving part of what they
collected to former executive
members. But when the new
executive came on board, the
chairman refused to collect
part of the toll from the
agberos, insisting that they
must leave the market area. But
previous members of exco,
who were still benefiting from
them, urged them to continue.”

Another aggrieved trader in
the furniture section lamented
that “these agberos have
caused inflation. For instance,
if a truck is bringing in our
goods, they would collect
money from the driver before
he would get to his destination.
Before offloading the goods,
the driver would also pay.

 “The cost of way billing
goods to customers has also
increased because of agberos.
For instance, if you are
conveying goods from Alaba
to Ikeja, the driver would
charge you N25,000 instead
of N10,000 or N15,000 and
when you ask, they would tell
you they need to settle agberos.

"Sometimes customers get
angry and leave the market
because of the harassment by
agberos and this act is
affecting business. The new
chairman sent a memo out
yesterday (Tuesday) that the
market would not tolerate
agberos again.”

How one trader
was killed

Narrating how one of the
traders was killed, his
collegaue, Omezioke said:
“The man that died was in
the electronics section. He
was among those that
chased the agberos away the
first time. By the time they
reinforced, the agberos
came with guns. They shot
some traders. We used wheel
barrows to rush the injured
to the hospital.
Unfortunately, one of them
died.”

As of 5.30 pm, the market
had been deserted. A heavy
presence of personnel of the
OP MESSA and policemen
were seen patrolling the
area when Vanguard visited.

Spokesman for the Lagos
State Police Command, SP
Benjamin Hudenyin, said
no arrest was made.

with Vanguard,
however, gave
different accounts
of why the transport
union was bent on

dispossessed traders and
customers of cash,  telephones
and other valuables.

How it started
Some traders who spoke

One of the injured being taken to
hospital in a wheelbarrow.

Another victim.

These agberos
have been
operating here
for years.
They extort
money from
customers,
who come to
buy goods
here. If
customers
refused to
give them,
they would
not be allowed
to leave with
the goods

For him, charity begins abroad!

Empty drum makes the loudest noise!

They don't want to be old!



FG to tackle deficit, debt with assets
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Soldiers video: DHQ warns politicians,
social media handlers against fake news

By Emma
Ujah, Abuja Bureau

Chief, Nkiru
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•Says Nigeria not seeking debt restructuring
•Assets sales is questionable solution - Experts

8 — Vanguard, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2022

committed to meeting its
domestic and external debt
obligations.

“The FG will continue to
utilize appropriate debt
management tools to
streamline the cost and risk
profile in the debt portfolio,
including through conces-
sional loans, spreading out
of debt maturities to avoid
bunching, and re-profiling
of the debt maturities by re-
financing short-term debt
using long-term debt instru-
ments.”

ASUU provided for
On funding of the educa-

tion sector, and the Academ-
ic Staff Union of Universities
(ASUU) crises, Ahmed dis-
closed that funds had been
earmarked to meet the de-
mands.

She said that special pro-
visions had been made to
meet their funding, includ-
ing the arrears. 

She also disclosed that the
National Youth Service
Corps (NYSC) scheme was
being reviewed to enable
Diaspora Nigerians serve
whenever they return
home, against the three-
year time frame provided by
the NYSC Act.

Buhari raised salaries
2 5 0 %

The Minister said that
President Muhammadu Bu-

we'll be able to launch the new
MOFI.

"We are going to open these
assets for investments. So,
we are issuing different kinds
of equity instruments for
investment in these assets. 
The government doesn't
have the capacity to recapi-
talise some of these assets. So,
as I am talking about invest-
ments like the Bank of Indus-
try; the Development Bank
of Nigeria, several agencies
of government or companies
that government owns. 

"We have set it (MOFI) up
as a world-class investment
company, with the new
management and a new
board to move from the civ-
il service structure. ‘‘Cur-
rently, it has a unit under
the Office of the Accountant-
General of the Federation to
get core professionals that
are really focused and speci-
alised in Portfolio Manage-
ment.

Nigeria not seeking
debt restructuring

The Minister said that Ni-
geria was not seeking debt
restructuring because its debt
"is sustainable".

According to her, “Nigeria
is not planning on restruc-
turing its debt as it remains

on with a view to reducing the
deficit budget and significant-
ly reducing its debt stock.

She said that the Nigerian
National Petroleum Compa-
ny Limited would go public
next year and that the fed-
eral government would
earn substantial income
from the exercise.

The minister added that
several federal roads across
the country were being pre-
pared for tolling in a Public-
Private partnership, as part
of the strategies to increase
its revenue profile.

Similarly, she said that
airport's concessions would
be executed to raise income
for the federal. 

Her words, "We have start-
ed the process of re- engineer-
ing the Ministry of Finance
Incorporated, which is an
arm of government that has
the responsibility of manag-
ing government invest-
ments.  It has been in exist-
ence since many years ago,
with the same laws and has
gradually become quite in-
efficient to be honest.

"So, we have gotten the
approval of Mr. President to
rejuvenate MOFI.  We have
done a lot of studies. We're
now at the stage where, in
the next month, or six weeks

ABUJA-At the backdrop
of the rising fiscal deficit

and debt burden, the Federal
Government is taking steps to
offer some of its assets for sale
through equity investments
while raising revenue through
road tolls.

The assets are valued at
over N30 trillion held in over
60 enterprises and agencies.

The Minister of Finance,
Budget and National
Planning, Mrs. Zainab
Ahmed, disclosed this at the
2023 Budget breakdown in
Abuja yesterday.

To effectively execute this
agenda, she said the Minis-
try of Finance Incorporated
(MOFI) has been reinvigo-
rated with a board of it's own
to make it more responsive
to its mandate.

The fiscal deficit for 2022
is estimated at N7.35 tril-
lion, while the N5.33 trillion
deficit as at August, was
N430.82 billion above the
prorated level.  The level of
borrowing was N1.26 tril-
lion above the July target.

Ahmed said that the ad-
ministration was tackling
the revenue challenge head-

By Kingsley Omonobi ing and eulogizng  one of the
presidential candidates
while the other video is dis-
paraging another presiden-
tial candidate.

Director of Defence Infor-
mation, Major General Jim-
my Akpor, who gave the
warning in a statement, ti-
tled "Re: Videos of Soldiers
Purported To Be Praising
One Presidential Candidate
While Insulting Another'',
said:  "For 23 years since
1999, the military has
toiled night and day to pro-
tect and keep guard over
Nigeria’s democracy.

ABUJA-The Defence
headquarters yesterday

warned politicians and their
social media handlers to desist
from misusing images and vi-
suals of military personnel to
campaign and promote their
interests. According to DHQ,
this does not only present the
armed forces in bad light, but
can also sow seeds of distrust
and instability.

The warning comes against
the backdrop of two videos
which has gone viral
purportedly showing sol-
diers in the battlefield danc-

''Thus, the same military
cannot afford to be partisan
or commit to any enterprise
that would create disharmo-
ny in the polity.

"The attention of Defence
Headquarters was drawn to
two videos circulating on-
line. The first video clip con-
sciously portrays troops
making merry and dancing
to music purportedly in cel-
ebration and open endorse-
ment of one presidential can-
didate in the forthcoming
elections.

"The second video clip
(with the same visuals as
the first one) willfully shows
troops supposedly dancing to
a derogatory song that in-
sults the personality of an-
other presidential candi-
date.

"On the face value, the
videos send a disturbing sig-
nal to members of the pub-
lic and the political class in
particular, as the videos
seemingly connote partisan-
ship by military personnel
and by extension, the entire
military establishment.

"On closer scrutiny, how-
ever, it is obvious that the
original visual content
(which was used for the two
videos) was manipulated to
produce the current ones in
circulation.

"The original soundtrack of
the videos was a usual mo-
rale boosting song that sol-
diers sing during military
exercises or activities.

"Unfortunately, certain
individuals who are un-
known at this point, took the
video and superimposed dif-
ferent songs on the visuals,
which soon went viral,
thereby creating the odious
impression that soldiers were
promoting the candidacy of
a particular politician, while
disapproving the another."

hari's administration has
raised salaries of Federal
Government workers by
250 percent since 2015.

Reacting to requests for
fresh salary review for pub-
lic sector workers, she said
that such an exercise require
huge resources and that de-
spite such calls, the govern-
ment would rather first con-
sider the implementation of
the recommendations of the
Steve Oronsaye Committee
on restructuring of the min-
istries and agencies.

Assets sales is ques-
tionable solution -

Experts
Speaking on the develop-

ment, Managing Director of
Universal Insurance Plc, Mr.
Ben Ujoatuonu stated that
tackling deficit and debt
with assets disposal is not the
solution to the debt and defi-
cit crisis plaguing the coun-
try.

Ujoatuonu said: "We are
still suffering from the prob-
lem of even the privatisa-
tion and sale of assets that
was done during Obasanjo
regime and some other
things. Of course you hear
people still counting it as one
of the pains of the PDP presi-
dential candidate.

"And if you look at some of
those infrastructures that
were sold, the public is not
getting the required divid-
ed. Even the fund realised
from such sale, various agen-
cies and government cannot
account for it. Where is the
justification that if these as-
sets are sold and our common
patrimony is given out to now

use to fund deficit, it is going
to impact the economy? What
were the deficit used for?

"In the news today is that
naira is overvalued and
that naira should be reval-
ued by 20 per cent. If it is
done, it means that the offi-
cial rate will be going at the
range of about N550 to a dol-
lar. So you should be expect-
ing the parallel market to
get to over N1000. So if you
look at all of these, is it the
solution to the economic
problem? It is not.

‘‘Once these assets are sold,
they are sold. These are short
term measures approach to
a long term problem. I don’t
think it is the solution.

‘‘Government should
think; We need to block loop-
holes; we need to be creative.
A lot of pressure is on naira
because we are import de-
pendent nation. We need to
think of how to create pro-
ductive lines that will cush-
ion the effect and pressure
on naira, so that naira will
begin to regain itself in the
FX market. ‘‘Then our econ-
omy will begin to pick up,
deficit will begin to go down.
No matter what we do on
this short measure on bor-
rowing, we will continue to
create hole that will be diffi-
cult to fill, I don’t think that
is the solution."

Also speaking, David Adon-
ri, Vice Chairman, Highcap
Securities, noted that forced
sale of federal government's
assets cannot generate the
targeted amount to service
the debts and plug the pro-
jected deficit.

Climate change: Lagos to adopt
new approach for sustainable
waste mgt

By Cynthia Alo
approach.

He said:  “There are many
processes of waste conver-
sion going on around the
world which we have ex-
plored before. We are cur-
rently exploring one in Iko-
rodu area of Lagos. Howev-
er, an   exhibition like this, is
an intrusion into ideas or
adding to what we have
been doing.

“We are going to begin by
partnering with the exhibi-
tors from Ghana, Austria,
Germany,Switzerland, as
well as the private sector in
Nigeria to have a better pro-
cess of waste conversion in
order to provide a better en-
vironment for the people of
Lagos State.

“The theme of the event,
‘catalyzing sustainable in-
vestment’, is perfect and
timely as our nation contin-
ues to struggle with the chal-
lenges of development, par-
ticularly the industry, and
business sector with insuffi-
cient clean energy as we
strategise to ensure the suc-
cessful transition of our na-
tional energy transition
plan”

LAGOS-To combat climate
change crisis ravaging dif-

ferent parts of the country,
Lagos State government has
said it would adopt new ap-
proach to ensure sustainable,
cleaner environment.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony of the 2022 West
African Clean Energy &En-
vironment, WACEE, exhibi-
tion in Lagos yesterday, gov-
ernor of Lagos State, Baba-
jide Sanwo-Olu, who was
represented by the Commis-
sioner for Environment,
Tunji Bello, said:  “As the
world continues to witness
and feel the devastating ef-
fects of climate change, the
need for us to accelerate our
efforts are drastically cut-
ting down greenhouse gases
and embracing clean ener-
gy for sustainable environ-
ment becomes urgent.''

According to him, the
three days exhibition will
give room for the state waste
management authorities to
explore other ways of waste
conversion and adopt better
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Abba Kyari: NDLEA applies to mask
identities of lead witnesses

By Ikechukwu
Nnochiri

witness, said: "I am not a chemist
or a biochemist so this question
is unfair to me. My lord I don't
know what Bicarbonate is".

He admitted to the court that
though the NDLEA maintains
operatives in all International
Airports in the country, it was
however the Kyari led members
of the police IRT that arrested
the two convicted drug traffickers
at the Akanu Ibiam International
Airport in Enugu.

"It was not our operatives at
the international airport in
Enugu that brought the seized
cocaine", he added.

Asked if he was aware whether
the NDLEA operatives that
cleared the two drug traffickers
before they were apprehended
by the IRT, have been arrested
or prosecuted for escorting
cocaine into the country, the
witness, said:  "It is not within
my purview to know about such.
I am not the Commander of
Nigeria but only that of NDLEA
in FCT.

"It was Police as an
organization that arrested the
suspected drug dealers not
necessarily the Defendants.

"My first encounter with the
two suspected drug traffickers
was when they were brought to

me through the transfer letter",
the PW-4 added.

It will be recalled that the court
had earlier convicted the two
drug traffickers, Umeibe and
Ezenwanne, after they pleaded
guilty to the charge.

Following a plea bargain deal
they entered into with the
NDLEA, the duo, were
sentenced to two years
imprisonment on each of three
counts in the charge, even as
the court stressed that the
sentence would run
concurrently.  

The NDLEA had alleged that
Kyari and his men, unlawfully
tampered with 21.25kilograms
worth of cocaine that they seized
from the two convicted drug
traffickers- Chibunna Patrick
Umeibe and Emeka Alphonsus
Ezenwane- even as it also
accused them of dealing in
cocaine worth 17.55kg.

It alleged that the police officers
committed the offence between
January 19 and 25, 2022, at the
office of Inspector-General of
Police, IGP-IRT, Abuja, in
connivance with one ASP John
Umoru (now at large), contrary
to section 14(b) of the NDLEA
Act, CAP N30 Laws of the
Federation of Nigeria 2004.

IGR: Ogun refutes BudgIT
report, as NBS confirms
state's true position

ABUJA—HUMAN rights
activist and prominent

member of the inner bar,  Mike
Ozekhome, SAN, has
condemned the Federal
Government on its decision to
keep judges in different levels of
court in the country on the same
salary for more than fifteen years.

He also blasted Lagos State
Government over its refusal to
settle the retirement benefits of
retired judges in the state.

Ozekhome, who spoke
exclusively with Vanguard, was
reacting to a lawsuit instituted
by a former judge of Lagos State,
Justice Samuel Candide
Johnson, and five others to
demand for their retirement
benefits.

He said it was unthinkable and
scandalous that judges who
toiled day and night for the
country for years would not only
be paid peanuts while they are
in service but also be denied their
lawful entitlements after
retirement when the government
knew that retired judges were not
allowed to practice after leaving
the bench.

The constitutional jurist said

Judges’ welfare: Ozekhome weeps for
judiciary, blasts FG, Lagos govt, others

By Ise-Oluwa Ige he was and still worried that
while  the system allowed judges
to toil for the country for decades
and retire into penury, huge
funds were lavished on ex-
presidents and ex-governors
upon completion of their
maximum eight year tenure in
office.

Ozekhome, who said though he
hated corruption with everything
in him, wondered why any sensible
person in government would be
worried if judges took the path of
corruption when the Judicial
officers knew that upon
retirement, they had no home to
retire to, like their counterparts in
the other arms of government and
that their retirement benefits were
not likely to be paid.

The rights activist said he was
full of sympathy for the judges,
particularly Justice Candide
Johnson, whom he said was doing
well in private practice before
signing himself into penury with
Lagos State government.

His words: “Justice Candide
Johnson was a very successful
legal practitioner. We had some
cases we were handling against
each other. Some of the cases were
in Lagos. Some were in Abuja.

“The day he went to the bench,
I remember when I went to Lagos,

I went to see him. I said ‘I can’t
understand, you are an illustrious,
very successful legal practitioner.
Why have you decided to go to
the bench?

“The truth is that I have always
liked the judiciary. I have always
loved the bench. And I want to go
to the bench and dispense Justice.
I have always loved to be a judge.

“I know we came all the way
together from University of Ife, now
OAU in the 70s. I remember when
Candide Johnson and one Kunle
Fagbure contested for the position
of Director of Culture and Social in
student Union Government at Ife
in the 70s, Candide Johnson won.

“He was the Director of Social
and Culture. It was one of the most
contested elections in the history
of Ife. He had already been a
successful student before
becoming a successful lawyer.

“Then consider a man now goes
to the bench to serve his country,
and he is retiring from the bench a
pauper, hardly able to feed himself
and his family, to the extent that
he was now forced to go to court.

“That is a very sad commentary
on our country. It is a sad
commentary on our judicial system.
It is a sad commentary on our
justice delivery system. “

OGUN STATE government
has refuted BudgIT

Foundation's widely publicised
report on internally generated
revenue across the 36 states of

the federation, saying the group
got the state's financial status
wrong.

In a letter to the foundation’s
director by the state
Commissioner for Finance, Dapo
Okubadejo, the government
described BudgIT Foundation's
ranking of Ogun State as having
an IGR of N78.17billion for 2021
as inaccurate and misleading.

It provided the state ’s Audited
report from the Joint Tax Board
and the state’s Audited
Financial Statement, which put
the state’s IGR for 2021 at N100.9
billion.

The government demanded a
retraction of the said publication,
which it said had caused the state
reputational damage.

Its position was corroborated by
the National Bureau of Statistics,
NBS, which, on Tuesday, released
the correct IGR figures for Ogun
State, confirming the efforts by the
Dapo Abiodun-led administration
to put the economy on a sound
footing and make Ogun Nigeria's
top investment destination.

According to NBS, in its latest
report, the 36 states and the FCT
recorded IGR to the tune of N1.89
trillion in 2021, against the 2020
figure of N1.56 trillion, a 22 per cent
year-on-year positive growth.

According to the report, Ogun,
which grew its IGR from N50.6bn
in 2020 to N100.7bn in 2021,
performed excellently on its IGR
index, being only out-performed
by Lagos State, Nigeria's economic
capital (N753.3bn); the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT N131.9bn)
and Rivers State, a top oil-
producing state (N123.3bn).

FG raises number of trucks
coming into Abuja as petrol
scarcity persists

By Obas Esiedesa

ABUJA—THIRTEEN days
after the Federal Government

assured that the ongoing petrol
shortage in the nation’s capital
would ease, queues at filling
stations have grown longer.

The Nigerian Midstream and
Downstream Petroleum
Regulatory Authority, NMDPRA,
however disclosed that the number
of fuel trucks into Abuja has
increased to 180 per day in its bid
to end the queues.

But checks by Vanguard showed
that while most stations were shut,
the few that were opened to
customers had long queues with
motorists complaining of having to
spend several hours on the queue.

Chaotic scenes were seen at
Conoil and Total filling stations
located at the Central Business
District of Abuja as motorists tried
to gain entrance to the stations
without having to stay on the
queue.

The Federal Government had
about two weeks ago attributed the
latest round of petrol scarcity to
flooded roads in Lokoja, Kogi State,
a major transit route for tankers
bringing products into Abuja.

But the flood has since receded
with traffic able to ply the road.

The Executive Director,
Distribution Systems, Storage &
Retailing Infrastructure,
NMDPRA, Ogbugo Ukoha
revealed the improved trucking
into the city yesterday while
leading the monitoring team,
explained that while the flood in
Lokoja was responsible for the
queues, the Authority has directed
the Nigerian National Petroleum
Company Limited to boost supply
to Abuja through Ogoja and
Benue route from the Calabar port.

According to him, "The flood in

Lokoja has put a lot of pressure on
Abuja. Ordinarily, Abuja requires
70 trucks to ensure the city is wet.
But in the last few weeks, this has
been very difficult. We have now
decided to increase the number of
180 and 200 trucks daily to supply
Abuja and its environs.

"The NNPC is also discharging
PMS into barges in Calabar so that
trucks can take the Benue route.
There are additional but we are
optimistic that the new measures
will ease the queues very soon."

The Independent Petroleum
Marketers of Nigeria, IPMAN, has
also threatened to sanction petrol
marketers that sell the product
above the regulated price.

The secretary of the Suleja
branch of the union, Mohammed
Shauibu, who stated this in Abuja
while responding to the latest
scarcity in the capital city, declared
that the scarcity is not an excuse
for IPMAN members to sell PMS
above the N180 per litre.

Speaking to Vanguard on why the
shortage has persisted, the Public
Relations Officer of the
Independent Petroleum
Marketers Association of Nigeria,
IPMAN, Chinedu Ukadike
blamed it on logistics and bad state
of roads in the country.

Ukadike explained that most
inland depots were without the
product, saying it was taking
longer days for trucks to move from
the south to the northern parts of
the country.

“The problem is logistic in nature
and also the effect of long hauls
because most of the depots are
without the product. The roads are
also very bad and from Lagos to
Suleja or Kaduna it takes about
four days now rather than the
normal 48 hours if the roads were
in good condition.

There is also the challenge in
Apapa. The way to go is to get the
pipe lines working”.

MEETING:
Chairman, EFCC,
Abdulrasheed Bawa (left)
and Sanjay Kumar
Mishra, Director,
Enforcement Directorate,
ED, India, during the 90th
Interpol General
Assembly, where they
agreed to share
experience and cooperate
in matters of mutual
interest and concern,
specifically in relation to
money laundering and
other economic and
financial crimes, in New
Delhi, India, yesterday.

ABUJA—THE National Drug
Law Enforcement Agency,

NDLEA, yesterday sought
permission of the Federal High
Court sitting in Abuja to mask
identities of lead witnesses billed
to testify in the ongoing trial of
the detained Deputy
Commissioner of Police, DCP,
Abba Kyari, who is facing drug
trafficking charge.

Kyari, who hitherto headed the
Police Intelligence Response
Team, IRT, is facing trial alongside
four members of his team; ACP
Sunday J. Ubia, ASP Bawa
James, Insp. Simon Agirigba and
Insp. John Nuhu.

The Defendants are
answering to an eight-count
charge the NDLEA preferred
against them for allegedly
tampering with cocaine that was
seized from two convicted drug
peddlers- Chibunna Patrick
Umeibe and Emeka Alphonsus
Ezenwanne.

At the resumed proceedings in
the matter on Wednesday, the
NDLEA, through its Director of
Legal Services, Mr. Sunday
Joseph, notified the court of its
intention to present six major
witnesses that will give evidence
in the matter.  

However, the agency, which
had already produced four
witnesses before the court,
pleaded for identities of the
intending witnesses to be
shielded from the public.

The prosecution counsel,
Sunday Joseph, said the essence
of the application was to ensure
the safety of the witnesses.

"My lord, there are some
people that are always here in
this court to observe the
proceeding. Some of them are
police officers and some  we don't
know their identities. 

"We need to protect the
witnesses, that is why we are
making this application,"
NDLEA's lawyer added.

On his part, Kyari's lawyer, Dr.
Onyechi Ikpeazu, SAN, said he
would not oppose the
application, so far his client and
the legal team would be allowed
to see the witnesses.

Counsel to all the other
Defendants aligned themselves
with the position of Kyari's
lawyer.  

Consequently, before he
adjourned further hearing on the
matter till today, trial Justice
Emeka Nwite directed the
NDLEA to bring a formal
application.

The development came on a
day the fourth prosecution
witness, PW-4, Mr. Mohammed
Ajia, who is a Commander of

Narcotics at the FCT Command
of the NDLEA, testified before
the court.

The witness, told the court that
he is in charge of the operational
and administrative affairs of the
NDLEA in the FCT, Abuja.

He told the court that he had
on February 4, 2022, received a
letter that notified him of the
transfer of the two convicted drug
traffickers, Umeibe and
Ezenwanne, to his Command,
with drug exhibits.

"The letter was signed on
behalf of Deputy Commissioner
of Police, DCP, IRT.  

"Apart from the two drug
traffickers and the exhibits,
attached to the letter were
equally three international
passports and two ID cards.

"On the nature of the drugs
transferred to the FCT
Command, we received on that
day, 12 White Cotton Packs of a
powdery substance suspected to
be cocaine., as well as an
additional 12 packs of the
powdery substance in Pellets
form. 

"So, in all, there were 24 packs
that were packed in two
travelling bags-  One brown and
the other one greenish in
colour.  

"Upon receipt of the letter, I
acknowledged it and minuted on
the transfer letter to my exhibit
keeper".

Meanwhile, the transfer letter
dated January 24, 2022, but
received by the NDLEA on
February 4, which was signed by
the 2nd Defendant in the matter,
ACP Ubia, was tendered and
admitted in evidence as Exhibit
13.

The witness further identified
the two bags containing the
suspected cocaine that was
transferred to the NDLEA by the
IRT,  which the court earlier
admitted and marked as Exhibits
7 and 8.

Continuing his evidence, the
witness, said: "My lord, I also
witnessed the testing of the
substance. The testing was done
pack by pack. Each pack had to
be tested differently.  

"The substance, generally,
tested about 80% positive for
cocaine, while in the remaining
20%, there were traces of cocaine,
suggesting that it may have been
adulterated with other powdery
substance".

While being cross-examined by
the defence lawyers, the witness,
said his enquiry from experts that
conducted the test, revealed that
the substance that was mixed
with the cocaine handed to him,
was "Bicarbonate".

Asked if he knew what
Bicarbonate means and to
describe what it looks, the
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2ND ANNIVERSARY: Implement reports of
judicial panels of inquiry—ENDSARS
organisers, victims

DESIGN WEEK: From 3rd left: Jacqueline Aki; member, Design Week Lagos Executive Board); His Royal
Majesty, Oba Abdulwasiu Omogbolahan Lawal, Abisogun II, Oniru of Iruland; Titi Ogufere, Founder,
Design Week Lagos and others at the opening of the Design Week Lagos, yesterday in Lagos. The event,
which holds at the Live Sport Centre Lekki, will run till October 23, 2022

Your administration is security-
friendly, Army tells Oyetola
By Shina Abubakar

By Dapo Akinrefon

Post-Ondo APC primary crisis:
Ex-minister accused of
working against candidates

By Dayo Johnson

were protesting.
"So, we ran back to the pro-

test ground and were told to
sit on the ground. We sat
down and started singing
the national anthem and
waving the flag.

"Before we knew what was
happening, shots were being
fired at us and during the
shooting, I saw someone be-
side me who was shot. In the
process of trying to help him,
I got shot in the leg. All I want
is a full implementation of
the panel report and jus-
tice."

Also speaking, Mr Samuel
Olalekan, who spoke in the
Yoruba language, narrated
how the shooting led to his
leg being amputated.

Olalekan said: "I joined the
protest after closing from
work on October 20, 2020.
Before we knew what was
happening, we saw men in
army uniform shooting at
us.

"In the process, I was shot
in the leg and was among
those rushed to the hospital.
When I got to the General
Hospital at Broadstreet, I saw
others, who were shot
brought. While some were
brought in dead, others sus-
tained injuries. Unfortu-
nately, I was told that my
leg would be amputated due
to the damage. That was
how I had my leg amputat-
ed."

It is the symbol of the direct
assault on the aspirations of
young Nigerians for a bet-
ter country.

The youth leader also dis-
closed that a memorial
march will be held at the
Lekki tollgate and across the
country.

He said: "In Lagos, we will
peacefully assemble at the
Toll Gate to honour the dead,
as we fight like hell for the
living, and a better Nigeria.
We recall that the police at-
tacked the peaceful demon-
stration we organized to
memorialize the 1st #End-
SARS anniversary. We faced
rains of teargas from the po-
lice, who harassed and ar-
rested several members of
our organizations and jour-
nalists for no just cause.
Marching at the Tollgate to
remember the dead is our
fundamental right.

We want justice
-VICTIMS
Some victims of the Lekki

tollgate shooting, who were
present at the briefing,
demanded justice and
compensation from the
government.

A widow, Mrs Ndifreke
Ibanga, whose son was
among those killed during
the protest, said the death of
her son left her family dev-
astated.

Mrs Ibanga, who spoke
through a relative, said:
"My son, Victor, got missing
after the Lekki tollgate pro-
test. I only saw his picture
on Twitter that he was one
of those shot during the pro-
test. His death has affected
me and my children emo-
tionally and psychological-
ly because, since the death
of my husband, my son, Vic-
tor was the breadwinner of
the family. All we want is
justice and compensation."

Another survivor of the
Lekki tollgate shooting, Mr
Samuel Ashaola, who was
shot in the leg said: "I was at
the tollgate participating in
the protest. On October 20,
2020, I was on the protest
ground when we heard gun-
shots coming from the sand-
fill area of Lekki. I saw men
in army uniforms with
guns approaching where we

prayed together and shared
the hopes of a better Nigeria
in their hearts and through
their actions.

"As you would recall, we
were violently attacked at
different times during the
almost three weeks of our
glorious resistance by
armed security personnel of
the state, and vagabonds
who were revealed to have
been backed by agencies of
the state, as captured in sev-
eral videos circulated on so-
cial media. The vehicles of
#EndSARS protesters were
burnt in Abuja; and known
thugs associated with the
ruling party were unleashed
on protesters in several
states, including Lagos, Osun
and Anambra. In Abuja, on
the same day that the Spe-
cial Anti-Robbery Squad,
SARS, was banned, the po-
lice used water cannons
against protesters, and
would later fire volleys of
teargas canisters.

"Despite all these, we were
undeterred. The protesters
met these brutish displays
of force with love. We had
hope - hope that love would
overcome hate, hope that
the truth would prevail,
hope for a renewed nation
where all rights would be
duly respected as enshrined
in the Constitution. This
hope was dashed as the
movement was drowned in
blood on 20.10.20 - a date
forever marked by ignomi-
ny for the Nigerian state; a
date forever etched in our
minds as a marker in the
struggle to remake Nigeria.

"We painfully recall the
attack as our colleagues
were shot at while peaceful-
ly singing the National An-
them and waving the Nige-
rian flag. The federal gov-
ernment dismissed their
deaths as mere figments of
our imagination, despite the
presence of physical eyewit-
nesses as well as virtual eye-
witnesses who witnessed the
events unfold in real-time
on Instagram Live.

"The Lekki Toll Gate Mas-
sacre symbolizes the trage-
dy of state violence against
innocent young Nigerians,
fighting for their country
with flags and the national
anthem as their only tools.

LAGOS-ORGANISERS
and victims of the

ENDSARS protests, yester-
day, called for the full im-
plementation of the reports
of the judicial panels of in-
quiry set up by the govern-
ment to probe the protests
just as it promised to hold a
memorial rally in honour of
those killed during the Octo-
ber 2020 ENDSARS protests
at the Lekki tollgate and oth-
er areas across the country
today.

Speaking during the sec-
ond anniversary of the END-
SARS protests, Ayoyinka Oni,
who spoke on the theme
'ENDSARS justice now: Jus-
tice delayed is justice denied',
called for full compensation
of victims of protest, saying
there should not be any back
door payments.

Oni, who is the leader of the
Takeitback group, demand-
ed among others the release
of all incarcerated over End-
SARS compensation by the
state for jailing them unjust-
ly, adequate compensation
for people wounded and
families of people killed, full
implementation of reports of
judicial panels of inquiry,
open trial of all security per-
sonnel involved in the mas-
sacre and also a public apol-
ogy for massacre and repres-
sion by the government and
the full implementation of
the ENDSARS 5 for 5 de-
mands."

He said, "As you would re-
call, the #EndSARS move-
ment was a spontaneous re-
bellion of Nigerian youths
who have borne the scars of
illegal detentions; missing
loved ones and extra-judicial
murders of family members
and friends by police, and
the military-like repression
by a supposedly democratic
government.

"The protests were peace-
ful and forged a sense of one-
ness in the hearts and minds
of Nigerians from all walks
of life and ethno-regional
backgrounds. We were
armed only with our con-
science and patriotism. The
weapons we had were ideas,
slogans and placards. People,
who did not know each oth-
er before the protests stood
together, sat together,
marched together, ate to-
gether, sang together,

standard bearers in the
Ondo Central Senatorial Dis-
trict.

The statement reads: "We
have discovered that the fol-
lowers of Senator Tayo Ala-
soadura in Ondo Central and
his team, TIAM, are work-
ing against the candidates
of the APC in the zone.

"It has been gathered that
they have held meetings
with candidates of the PDP.

"It is our observation that
Senator Alasoadura is not
happy that he did not win
the Ondo Central senatorial
nomination of the APC.

"It is natural of him to feel
so bad. But we think Sena-
tor Alasoadura should not
remain implacable. He is
one of the cherished leaders
of the party and, therefore,
is not expected to cut his nose
to spite his face.

"We call on the APC lead-
ers to prevail on him to for-
get the past and work for the
victory of all the APC candi-
dates."

TIAM reacts
In a swift reaction, the Gen-

eral Secretary of TIAM, Mr
Demola Ijabiyi, denied the
allegation, saying "we can-
not work against any candi-
date of the APC. We are all
one.

"The Tinubu Independent
Action Movement, TIAM, as
its name suggests, is set up
to work for Tínubu."

•We can't work against them-Scribe

•To hold nationwide rally today•Want compensation
for victims, families of those killed•Call for open trial
of all security personnel involved in massacre•Full
implementation of ENDSARS 5 for 5 demands

AKURE---THE post pri
maries crisis in the All

Progressives Congress, APC,
in Ondo State, yesterday,
unsettled the party in the
central senatorial district as
a former Minister of State for
Niger-Delta Affairs, Senator
Tayo Alasoadura, was ac-
cused of working against
APC candidates.

Alasoadura resigned from
his ministerial position to
contest the Senate primary
election but lost to Adeniyi
Adegbonmire.

It was, however, alleged
that since Alasoadura and
his political son, Mayokun
Alade, lost the party's ticket
to the Senate and Akure
North/South House of Rep-
resentatives seat respective-
ly, he has withdrawn root-
ing for the party's candi-
dates in the senatorial dis-
trict.

However, a group, the
Ondo Central for APC, OCA,
yesterday, urged the leader-
ship of the party to prevail
on Alasoadura to work for
the victory of party candi-
dates.

The group, in a statement
by its coordinator, Akinsola
Olumide, alleged that fol-
lowers of Alasoadura, who is
the Chairman of Tinubu In-
dependent Action Move-
ment, TIAM, were openly
working against the party's

Government Secretariat,
Abere, Osogbo, said the good
works of the Governor had
endeared him to security
operatives including men of
the Nigerian Army.

He acknowledged the nu-
merous achievements of the
Governor, especially his
management of the securi-
ty of the State that had seen
Osun remains one of the saf-
est states in the country.

OSOGBO-THE General
Officer Commanding,

GOC, 2 Division of Nigerian
Army, Ibadan, Maj. Gen.
Aminu Chinade, yesterday,
hailed Governor Adegboye-
ga Oyetola's support to all
strata of security formation
in the state.

He extolled the Governor
for his love and care for the
officers and men of the Nige-
rian Army since he assumed
office, adding that Oyetola
ran an all-inclusive and par-
ticipatory government
where the interest of the
masses and security agents
are always considered a pri-
ority.

In a statement by the gov-
ernor's spokesperson, Ismail
Omipidan, the military
chief, who was on a famil-
iarisation visit to the Gover-
nor in his office at the State

Agu for burial
tomorrow

INNOCENT AGU, a
Makurdi-based building

merchant, has died at the
age of 77 years. According
to the burial programme
released by the family, he
will be buried this Friday in
his village Amaji Umuabi
after a funeral service at St.
Peter’s Anglican Church at
Amaji Umuabi, in Udi Local
Government Area, Enugu
State.

He is survived by wife,
children, brothers, sisters,
in-laws, nephews  and nieces
amongst whom are Donald
Agu, Ogbuefi Ojukwu and
Lady Bridget Ojukwu and
Mrs. Jane Ozonu

•Late Agu

Ekiti Speaker, Afuye dies at 66

ADO-EKITI-THE Speak
er, Ekiti State House of

Assembly, Mr Funminiyi
Afuye, yesterday, died at 66
years old.

A statement by the Gov-
ernor Biodun Oyebanji's
Chief Press Secretary, Yin-
ka Oyebode, stated that Mr
Afuye died at the Ekiti State
Teaching Hospital, EK-
SUTH, Ado- Ekiti, where he
was receiving treatment af-

ter suffering a cardiac arrest.
Afuye appeared at the inau-

guration of Governor Biodun
Oyebanji, on Sunday, and was
said to have also attended ple-
nary on Tuesday before the
sudden turn of event on
Wednesday.

The late Speaker was con-
spicuously missing at yester-
day's plenary of the House of
Assembly, where his Depu-
ty, Mr Hakeem Jamiu pre-
sided over the business of the
day

Afuye, was a former Com-
missioner, Ekiti State Min-
istry of Information and two-
time member of the State As-
sembly.

He was inaugurated
Speaker of the sixth Assem-
bly on June 6, 2019.

By Rotimi Ojomoyela

•Late Afuye
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FG plans to open 2nd Niger Bridge
before Christmas —Fashola

•Constructs 8,352.94 kms of roads, creates
339,955 jobs between 2016, 2022
•Executing 83 road projects in Fed tertiary
institutions nationwide•Completes 2,864
Housing Units in 35 states, FCT
•Signs 6337 Certificates of Occupancy, grants
2731 land consents from 2015 to date

Alleged kidnap: Court remands LP
Senatorial candidate in Ebonyi

By Soni Daniel,
Northern Region

Editor

of the human condition. Indeed,
the Ministry of Works and
Housing is present in all the
states of the Federation either
through a road, bridge, National
Housing Programme, federal
secretariat or Special
Intervention Project.

“If in 2015 the complaint was
the neglect or lack of life defining
infrastructure across the country
and today these infrastructure
are being completed or within the
finish line; if in 2015 the
conversation was on the
existence of a large number of
abandoned infrastructure and the
seeming lack of political will to
complete those infrastructure in
spite of the availability of resources
and today the Buhari
administration has made these
possible in spite of lean resources;
if in 2015 such critical
infrastructure as the Second Niger
Bridge, the Lagos-Ibadan
Expressway, the Abuja-Kaduna-
Zaria-Kano Expressway were
either totally non-existent or in
very deteriorated state  and if
today the PMB administration
has demonstrated that needed
political will to break the jinx on
our nation’s historically most
difficult projects, does  it not stand
to reason to conclude that the
party which formed the
government deserves to continue
to deliver to the people of Nigeria

these life defining infrastructure.
Think about this,” Fashola said.

The Minister of Information,
Lai Mohammed, who coordinated
the press conference, also
boasted that the administration
had done well by implementing
high impact projects that meet the
yearnings and aspirations of
Nigerians across the country in
its quest to leave a lasting legacy
but lashed out at opponents trying
to downplay the achievements of
the government.

Mohammed said, “In the din of
politicking, naysayers have
attempted to play down the
massive and unprecedented
achievements of this
administration.Some presidential
candidates have even released a
poorly-done photocopy of this
administration's achievements as
their own Blueprint. But the series
we are starting today will leave
them breathless as we cover all
the achievements in the various
sectors.Because we have so much
to showcase, the frequency of
these briefings will be high and
this will run through the
remaining part of our tenure.

“Despite attempts in some
circles to downplay the
achievements of this
administration, I have no scintilla
of doubt that history will be fairer
and posterity will be kind to us",
Mohammed said.

By Peter Okutu

ABAKALIKI—An Abakaliki
Magistrate Court, yesterday

remanded a two-term  member of
the House of Representatives
and the Labour Party senatorial
candidate for Ebonyi South Zone
in the 2023 election, Linus
Okorie. 

Recall that Okorie was said to
have been kidnapped on Sunday
morning, while driving out of his
Abakaliki residence, and was on
Monday morning brought to the
Headquarters of the Ebubeagu
Security outfit. It was further
gathered that the police allegedly
went to the office of Ebubeagu in
the Old Government House and
took custody of him.

He was arraigned for alleged
offences bordering on false
information, fraud, murder and
felony.  

In one of the three separate
charges against Okorie, the police
alleged that the suspect, in liaison
with others attempted to defraud
the government of its property
valued N750,000.00, on August
2021, in the Abakaliki
metropolis. 

The Police Prosecutor, Ndukaku
Chinagorom-Eze, told the court
that the offences contradicted

section 8 (a) of the Advance Fee
Fraud Act, Cap. A66 Laws of
Federation of Nigeria, 2006 and
section 1 (3) of the Advance Fee
Fraud Act, CAP A66 laws of the
Federation of Nigeria, 2006.

The charges partly read,: "That
you, Linus Okorie 'm' and others
at large, sometime in the month
of August, 2021, at Layota Farm
Abakaliki within the jurisdiction
of this Court, did conspire
amongst yourselves to commit
felony to wit: Advance Fee Fraud
and thereby committed an offence
punishable under  section 8 (a) of
the Advance Fee Fraud Act, CAP.
A66 Laws of the Federation of
Nigeria, 2006. 

"That you, Linus Okorie 'm' and
others now at large, on the same
date, place and in the aforesaid
Magistrate District did with intent
to defraud, obtain National
Identity Card Registration
Machine valued Seven Hundred
and Fifty Thousand Naira
(N750,000.00), property of the
Federal Government of Nigeria,
through a medium of contract
induced by false pretense and
thereby committed an offence
punishable under section 1 (3) of
Advance Fee Fraud Act, CAP A66
Laws of the Federation of Nigeria,
2006."

Ugwuanyi's interventions on
infrastructure've made our work
easier —Red Cross
ENUGU—THE Nigerian Red

Cross Society has commended
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of
Enugu State for the remarkable
interventions his administration
have made in the provision of road
infrastructure, healthcare facilities,
and efficient fire service operations
in Enugu North Senatorial District
and beyond, disclosing that the
amenities have aided the
voluntary organisation to
discharge its duties in the district.

Speaking when representatives
of the Nsukka Division of the
Nigerian Red Cross Society visited
Gov. Ugwuanyi at the

Government House, Enugu
yesterday, the Chairman of the
organization, Pascal
Chukwuemeka Asadu applauded
the governor for “your gigantic
developmental strides in Enugu
North Senatorial District in
particular and the state in general.”

Asadu stressed that the impact
of Gov. Ugwuanyi’s development
trajectory in Enugu North
Senatorial District in terms of road
construction, healthcare
infrastructure, traffic lights, and fire
service facilities has attributed to
the success story of the
organization in the zone.

Why Peter Obi remains most
credible candidate —Udeogaranya

By Elizabeth
Adegbesan

A ONETIME presidential
aspirant on the platform of the

All Progressives Congress, APC,
during the 2019 elections,  Charles
Udeogaranya, has endorsed the
candidacy of Peter Obi of the
Labour Party, declaring him the
most credible candidate to lead
Nigeria out of the woods.  

Udeogaranya said there is a
grave need for Nigerians to shun
primordial sentiments and vote the
right candidate because “times like
these demand patriotism and self-
help to make the best decisions for
our country Nigeria.

He is unhappy that Nigerians
are now witnessing what he called
“grinding economic plague in our
country with no clue or realisable
proposition to curb it,” which he
lamented “has driven Nigerians to
the lowest ebb of desperation.He

is also unhappy that Nigeria is
sliding into anarchy, with the rights
of the citizenry wantonly trampled
upon.

“It was before our own eyes that
a young female Christian student
called Deborah Samuel was sent
to her untimely death in the most
despicable manner, by stoning, her
body set ablaze for allegedly
expressing her constitutional right
to freedom of expression. Her
gruesome death culminated to the
telling reality that our society is no
longer safe to live in as the average
Nigerian’s constitutionally-
guaranteed right to life is being
brutally trampled upon.”

He remarked that the killing of
youths during the EndSARS protest
continues to leave a sour taste in
the mouth, recalling that “Barely
one year ago, our youths engaged
in a sweeping, non-violent EndSars
protest, demanding a reformation
of our policing agency.“

WORLD FOOD DAY: From left, Head, Client Coverage, Nigeria at Stanbic IBTC Bank Plc, Ola Delano;
Lagos State Commissioner for Agriculture, Ms. Abisola Olusanya; Director, British American Tobacco
Nigerian, BATN, Foundation, Odiri Erewa-Meggison; Secretary to the State Government, Mrs Sherifat
Folashade Jaji; and Special Adviser on Agriculture, Lagos State, Dr. Oluwarotimi Fashola, during the
Lagos Farm Fair in commemoration of World Food Day in Lagos, Photo: Joe Akintola, Photo Editor

Teenager's new book tackles
leadership ills in Nigeria
IT WAS the late legendary writer,

Chinua Achebe who concluded
in  his book  The Trouble with Nigeria, as
leadership. Ever since he wrote
that book, many writers
and commentators have
written many books on
leadership. And as part of
his contributions to the
leadership problem in
Nigeria, young Chukwu
Ikenna Wisdom has come
out with a new book titled
The  Beast  of  Destruction.

The book which is born out
of mental creativity of the
fifteen years old and SS2
student of Philadelphia
College at Muwo exposes
the ills perpetrated by people in
leadership positions in the country.

The author also highlights some
of ways the politicians perpetuate

and consolidate their
various offices at the
expence of the
governed.

Wisdom who hails
from Amaugbu,
Akaeze Ukwu in
Ivo L.G.A of
Ebonyi State
in Nigeria has
through the
b o o k

demonstrated
his creativity

and powerful
sense of imagination.

Apart from doing fictional write ups,
he also creates cartoons with so
much passion.

2023: Why I want Ikpeazu to
produce his successor
—Ohuabunwa
UMUAHIA—CONVENER,

New Nigeria Group, NNG,
Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa, has said
that Abia state Governor ,Dr.
Okezie Ikpeazu,needs to produce
a successor to ensure continuity
of the investment progammes and
policies he had initiated in the state.

He explained that Ikpeazu has
introduced a paradigm shift and
laid a solid foundation in the
governance of the state by initiating
policies that would outlive his
tenure, expand business
opportunities and attract huge
investments to the state.

Ohuabunwa who stated this
during Ikpeazu’s 58th birthday
anniversary celebrations at his
country home, Umuobiakwa in
Obingwa Council area,  listed such
programmes and policies as the
Enyimba Economic City, his
untiring efforts to assist Geometric
power and expanding
opportunities for artisans to grow
their businesses and attract

investments.
Stressing that such businesses,

programmes and projects would
create wealth and drive away
poverty, Ohuabunwa further
stated that the people of the state
are beginning to see light at the
end of the tenure and should
support Ikpeazu to produce a
successor who will act in line with
the vision and policies.

His words; “In the last couple of
years, we have been hearing
about Enyimba Economic City,
coming to life, Geometric power is
now firing. The question is what
has changed? What changed is
what I call the essence of
leadership. Leadership is not
building bridges and roads, not
building flyovers. Leadership is the
ability to lay a foundation and
create motivation that leads people
to a better place than where they
are. And then, whether it comes
in your time or not is not very
important.  The most important
thing is to lay the foundation.

THE FEDERAL
Government plans to

open the  historic Second
Niger Bridge to the public on
or before Christmas this year,
thereby ending years of
endless wait to travel on that
important infrastructure that
was conceived many decades
ago but left on the drawing
board by previous
administrations.

But for that to come to fruition,
ongoing flooding on the four-
kilometre approach from the
Asaba end of the bridge must
recede to enable the contractor to
complete the link road to the
bridge, which had since been
completed and lit by the contractor.

The Minister of Works and
Housing, Mr. Babatunde Fashola,
gave the hint at a press conference
to highlight the achievements of
the Buhari administration in the
areas of Works and Housing,
which was attended by the
Ministers of Information and that
of the FCT, Mohammed Bello.

Fashola boasted that despite
the shortfall in federal revenue
arising from a depressed economy
and drop in oil revenue, the
government has been able to
construct and complete at least
8,352.94 kilometres of roads and
create no fewer than 339,955 jobs
between 2016 and 2022.

The minister also indicated that
the rehabilitation of 12 major roads
spanning 896.187 kilometres in
the country within the same
period has resulted in the
reduction of travel time by 56.20
percent and added value to the
people in the communities where
the roads pass through.

Fashola said that the Buhari
administration had devised a
number of initiatives to draw down
funds for the construction of
critical road infrastructure in the
country and end the suffering of
Nigerians on certain roads that
were notorious for being in bad
shape.

Among the initiatives, which
the administration introduced,
which are facilitating
infrastructure development are:
the Presidential Infrastructure
Development Fund, Presidential
Infrastructure Development
Fund, Sukuk Fund, Road
Infrastructure Tax Credit Scheme,
Multi-lateral loans/grants and
collaboration with other
government agencies  such as the
NorthEast Development
Commission.

He said the PIDF has assisted
immensely in the construction of
the rehabilitation, construction
and expansion of Lagos-
Shagamu-Ibadan Dual
Carriageway Section I: (Lagos-

Shagamu) in Lagos State,
rehabilitation, construction and
expansion of Lagos-Shagamu-
Ibadan Dual Carriageway
Section II: (Shagamu-Ibadan) in
Oyo State, construction of main
works including associated
infrastructure for the 2nd Niger
Bridge and the rehabilitation of
Abuja-Kaduna-Zaria-Kano Dual
Carriageway, Sections I, II & III.

In the housing sector, Fashola
reported that the ministry is
undertaking no fewer than 6,022
housing units nationwide but has
completed a total of 2,864 units in
35 states and the FCT and created
29,030 direct and 57,874 indirect
jobs in the process.

In the same vein, the minister
disclosed that he had signed no
fewer than 6337 certificates of
occupancy to Nigerians who were
granted federal lands and property
but had not been issued with
their titles for over  three decades.

In that same area, the minister
announced that a total of 2,731
allottees of landed property had
been granted consent to transact
business with their property
attracting the sum of
N2,210,577,837.95 to the federal
purse.

The minister announced that
the over 48,000 files in the land
registry are to be scanned and
converted to digital documents in
order to reduce manual
transaction and save time and
resources.

 The minister said that in a bid
to provide office space for federal
workers in the states, the federal
government had gone far in
completing federal secretariats in
Lafia, Yenagoa, Ekiti, Osogbo,
Gusau and Awka.

Beyond the construction of the
new federal secretariats, the
minister said that new facilities
managers had also been engaged
to provide services and maintain
them for the comfort of the
workers.

According to him, a total of 1,548
workers had been engaged by the
facility managers in 28 federal
secretariats across the country
while 845 workers handle the
National Housing programme.

Fashola boasted the
infrastructural feat recorded by
the Buhari administration was
the actualization of the “Change
Agenda” which they unfolded in
the ministry of Works and
Housing  in 2015 as part of  the
larger objective of the
administration of President
Muhammadu Buhari to grow the
economy through the revamping
and expansion of the nation’s
infrastructure on a  scale that has
not been seen in a long while.

The Minister boasted: “In these
last seven and half years, the
administration has been very
resolute in the pursuit of
progressivism, which is globally
recognized as the improvement



12—Vanguard, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2022

:@vanguardnews :@vanguardnews NEWS HOTLINES: 08052867023, 08052867058:Vanguard
News

Floods: Delta, Bayelsa communities
face food, water, health crisis
As Omatseye, Efeviroro donate relief materials

By Emma Amaize,
Regional Editor,
South-South &

Jimitota Onoyume

THE ravaging floods
across Niger Delta

region has contaminated
drinking water in many
riverine communities in
Delta and Bayelsa states,
where the residents now
face food and health
challenges.

As at yesterday, the
rampaging floods have
washed away roads
leading to several
communities, making it
difficult to access the
communities, except by
boat.

According to reports, the
floods have not subsided
as many residents were
sacked from their homes
after their houses were
submerged, yesterday.

A former Commissioner
in Delta State, Dr. Chris
Ekiyor, who is one of the
victims, confirmed that
drinking water has been
contaminated at Patani,
Patani Local Government
Area of  the state and
several other communities
in neighbouring Bayelsa
State, saying the floods
were escalating.

He said: “Apart from
Patani where I am from,
which is badly affected,
there are lots of other
communities impacted. As
at today (yesterday),
connecting roads have
been washed away and
drinking water in the area
is contaminated.

"Access to food is a
challenge, access to
healthcare is even a greater
challenge. I, therefore,
want to appeal to us all to
join hands with me to
intervene."

Meanwhile, the people
of Ogodobiri and other
riverine communities in
Delta and Bayelsa states
have cried out to the State
Emergency Management
Agency, SEMA , and
National Emergency
Management Agency,
NEMA, to come to their

rescue by setting up an
Internally Displaced
Persons, IDPs, camp in the
sandfiled area beside the
community, a project of
NDDC.

Mr Fulani Meslore and
other leaders of Ogodobiri
community in Bomadi
Local Government Area,
Delta State, said the
community and environs
were under the water.  

They complained that the
state government had
abandoned the flood
victims in the riverine
communities, while SEMA
failed to set up IDPs camp
in the sandfiled area of
Ogodobiri community to
save lives.

Omatseye,
Efeviroro donate
relief materials

Meanwhile, Delta South
senatorial candidate of
New Nigerian Peoples
Party, NNPP, Commodore
Omatseye Nesiama (retd)
and  Commissioner for
Science and Technology in

Deta State, Olorogun, Mrs.
Jennifer Adasen Efeviroro
have distributed relief
materials to IDPs affected
by the  flood.

Nesiama donated relief
materials to flood victims in
Isoko South and North
local government areas of
the state. 

Nesiama, who expressed
shock at the water level in
Ofagbe and Igbide
communities enjoined
public spirited persons to
come to the aid of the
victims, adding that the
state and the federal
governments should
evolve ways to put an end
to the reoccurring flood
problems.

Items donated include
bags of garri, rice, bread,
tubers of yam, sugar, salt,
noodles, spaghetti,
detergents, toiletries,
onions, pepper, pastes,
biscuits and palm oil.

Efeviroro also donated to
the victims of flood in
Arhiavwarien, Ewu and
Otu-Jeremi IDPs’ in
Ughelli South Local
Government Area of the
state.

INC demands
assistance from
FG, state govts

The President of the
apex socio-cultural
organisation of Ijaw
ethnic nationality, Ijaw
National Congress, INC,
Prof. Benjamin Okaba,
on behalf of the National
Executive Council, NEC,
has called on the federal,
state governments and
other well-meaning
Nigerians to urgently
provide aid and give
assistance to flood
victims of Ijaw nation to
ameliorate their
suffering.

The position of INC,
which was contained in
a statement by National
Publicity Secretary of
INC, Ezonebi
O y a k e m e a g b e g h a ,
advised the Federal
Government and the
relevant authorities to
find a lasting solution to
this recurring disaster
that has caused the loss
of several lives and
property and brought
hardship and pain to its
citizens by building
dams that would contain
flood waters flowing
from Cameroon to the
country.

N’Delta struggle dead — Dokubo-Asari

By Emma Amaize

THE leader of the Niger
Delta People Salvation

Front, NDPSF,  Mujahid
Dokubo-Asari, has
lamented that the Niger
Delta struggle,  the fight
back by the oil-rich Niger
Delta region for control of
its resources in the Nigerian
state, is at present
comatose.

Speaking at the 19th
anniversary celebration of
the group, Dokubo-Asari, a
leading participant in the
struggle, said: “Right now,
the Niger Delta people do
not seem to have a common
front or strategic direction.
As a people, we stand for
nothing; hence, the
struggle is comatose.

“People are deserving of
the leadership they get, the
Niger Delta people do not
seem to know what they
want; they always want to

play second fiddle, and
they seek to please others
to their own detriment.
They prefer to do good to
outsiders than to their own
people.

“We are satisfied with the
crumbs as we are
survivalists. We reject to
fight for the real deal, if you
push for something more
enduring, they fight you,
they ask you who made you
a judge or a leader over us.

“When you decide to be
alone in your space, they
label you that you have
compromised and have
been bribed. They will
desperately throw things at
you to bring you down and
try to get you discredited to
justify their merchandise.

“When the people value
the dealers and crumbs
takers so as to become the
beneficiaries of the crumbs,
you cannot impose your
will on them.

“Dokubo-Asari will not
impose his will, which has
never worked anywhere. I
am not a dictator and will
never become one. So you
just walk out and do the
best you can within your
space, raise leaders who
will understand the
ideology, improve on it,
and run with it.

“Therefore, I believe there
is hope, a new breed may
just spring up and take the
baton and bring us all to the
place we are supposed to
be.

“I am 59 and have given
most of my life to the pursuit
of the good of our region. I
have been abused, insulted,
misunderstood, and have
suffered bodily and more,
detained and imprisoned, but
have never been found
wanting or convicted. What I
believe in is clear and will
continue the advocacy for my
belief.”

I’m alternative Delta needs
in 2023 — Ofehe
By Emma Amaize

AGBOR— The
governorship candidate of

the Young Progressive Party, YPP,
in Delta State, Sunny Ofehe, has
said he is the alternative the
people of the state were
searching for to replace the
current unrewarding leadership
in 2023.  

Addressing youths at Agbor,
Ika South Local Government
Area, the Netherlands-based
global activist said: “For the first
time in the politics of Delta State,
we now have an alternative, and
that alternative is me. Call it a
movement; I am the one that
will lead this group to make sure
we get to the seat of power at
Osadebe House in Asaba in
2023.”

Ofehe, who criticised alleged
appalling leadership in the
state, said if elected as governor
in 2023, he would give social
income to unemployed Deltans,
particularly the youths, the less
privileged and elders as part of
his social welfare scheme for the
people.

“It is time for us to take the
leadership of our state and give
to our state what the people duly

deserve.
“We are blessed as a state and

blessed as a people. We have
enormous human resources and
enormous mineral resources,
but today what we see is a
complete failure in leadership.
If we get it right, we can take
Delta State to international
glory, where you will be
recognised.

“You know, we used to be proud
of the Asaba Textile Mill, Asaba,
which created jobs for our
people and generated revenue
for our state, but today we no
longer have those companies.
Many other companies too have
gone moribund because of a
lack of leadership.

“I am a young man. I have
travelled everywhere. I have
spent 27 years of my 50 years
living in Europe. I have seen
what governance is. I have seen
what it takes to enjoy the
dividends of democracy, and I
know that my state has the
highest number of tertiary
institutions in this country.

"We are the most intelligent
and talented people that this
country can boast of. In my time,
we will restore that glory. I say
again, this is a movement."

OML30: Activist backs Isoko
for Interim Mgt C'ttee chair

A Benin-based social activist
from Kokori community,

OML30, in Ethiope East Local
Government Area, Delta State,
Edewor  Umukoro, has said the
Isoko host communities in
OML30 should be Chairman
of the proposed Interim
Management Committee to
replace the expired Community
Development Board, CDB.

Umukoro, who spoke to
newsmen, yesterday, in Benin,
Edo State, noted that Urhobo
host communities in OML30
had held the chairmanship of
CDB for eight years since its
inception.

He said: “The pioneer
chairman of CDB was Mr.
George Osikorobia from
Emeragha Community Cluster
1. Also, the immediate past
Chairman, Mr. Morris
Idiovwa, whose tenure expired
October 17, 2022, is from
Orogun Cluster 4. Urhobo have
done straight eight years as

Chairman of CDB.
"Therefore, for the purpose of

justice, fairness, equity, the Isoko
must be Chairman of the
proposed Interim
Management Committee, and
subsequently Isoko to retain the
chairmanship when the PIA is
eventually implemented.”

He advised management of
Heritage Energy Operational
Services Limited, HEOSL,
operator of OML30 Assets to
ensure that Isoko must be
chairman of the committee to
prevent any possible agitation
or unrest that will pose a threat
to the peaceful environment and
operations.

“The OML30 comprised
Isoko, Urhobo, Ijaw and Itsekiri
producing and impacted host
communities. Isoko host
communities are major
stakeholders in OML30, so we
insist that Isoko should be the
Chairman of the Interim
Management Committee, this
is sensible and reasonable.”

Court declares Tebite as PDP can-
didate for Ughelli North/Ughelli
South/Udu fed constituency

 By Festus Ahon

ASABA—FEDERAL High
Court sitting in Asaba, Delta

State has declared Olorogun Taleb
Tebite as the validly nominated can-
didate of the Peoples Democratic
Party, PDP for the 2023 general elec-
tions in Ughelli North, Ughelli
South and Udu Federal constitu-
ency.

Olorogun Taleb Tebite had dragged
the PDP, Independent National
Electoral Commission, INEC and
Solomon Ahwinawhi over the
substitution of his name with the
latter (Chief Solomon Ahwinawhi),
arguing that he won the party’s
primary election held May 22nd,
2022 at the Ughelli township
stadium.

The Presiding Judge, Justice F.A
Olubanjo in his judgment, after
hearing the case, ordered the 1st
defendant, PDP to replace its
nominated candidate,  Solomon
Ahwinawhi with Hon Tebite Taleb

Avwerosuo Okpako as its (PDP)
candidate to contest the 2023 gen-
eral elections into the Ughelli North,
Ughelli South and Udu Federal con-
stituency of Delta State.

Olubanjo in the judgment, also
ordered the PDP to withdraw the
certificate of return issued to
Solomon Ahwinawhi. The court also
among others, ordered INEC to
remove the name of Solomon
Ahwinawhi from its portal as
candidate of the PDP.

Reacting to the judgment in a
statement, Olorogun Taleb Tebite,
said: "Let me start by profusely
thanking the Almighty God for his
mercies and grace all through this
election process.

"Second, I want to thank all for the
unrelenting doggedness and belief
in our struggle for justice, equity and
fair-play in our great party. Once
again, the Nigerian judicial system
has clearly demonstrated that it is a
beacon of hope for the great citizens
of Nigeria.

PLENARY: Speaker, Delta State Assembly, Chief Sheriff Oborevwori (4th left), flanked from the
right by Deputy Majority Leader, Oboro Preyor; Majority Leader, Ferguson Onwo; Chief Whip, Pat
Ajudua and at the left, member representing Ndokwa West, Charles Emetulu, Oshimili South,
Shedrack Rapu and Warri South-West, Emomotimi Guwor, moments after Tuesday’s plenary of the
House.
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EVERY Nigerian wants issue-
based politics. Newspapers

editorialise, and publish columns
and other opinion pieces, on the
subject, calling for issue-based
campaigns ahead of the 2023
elections. The intelligentsia and
commentariats are fixated and
gung-ho on the matter. One
prominent journalist on Arise TV
can’t hide his irritation whenever
discussions veer onto the
behaviour and personality of
presidential candidates. “Let’s
focus on the issues,” he frequently
bemoans, as if questions about the
integrity and personal propriety of
politicians are not “issues”. Of
course, they are!

But by “issue-based” campaigns,
most people mean that the
presidential candidates should
show deep knowledge and
understanding of the governance
challenges that beset Nigeria and
clearly set out and discuss how they
would tackle them, if elected. The
challenges are existential in nature:
comatose economy, debilitating
insecurity, extreme poverty,
moribund institutions, failed
public services, endemic
corruption, fragile unity!

Elsewhere, in more civilised or
sophisticated democracies, this is
hardly a problem. In those climes,
political parties and candidates,
sensitive and responsive to voters,
set great store on investigating the
issues facing their countries and
proffering solutions in their
manifestos. In a participatory
democracy, these enunciation of
issues and offering of solutions are
the basis of election campaigns
and the underpinnings of the social
contract between the elector and
the elected. The consent of the
governed, which is the real basis of
true democracy, cannot be said to
exist without credible and well-

canvassed issue-based manifesto
offers on which voters can make
informed choices. That’s the
essence of issue-based campaigns.

So, why are election campaigns
in Nigeria largely devoid of issues?
Well, the answer is simple. Nigeria
lacks the sophistication for issue-
based campaigns. The first point
is that issue-based campaigns
can’t exist in a society that lacks
the capacity to thoroughly
scrutinise promises that parties
and candidates make during
electioneering.

Take the UK. Once the major
political parties publish their
election manifestos, the highly
respected Institute of Fiscal
Studies, IFS, will analyse and cost
the manifesto promises, and show
their strengths and weaknesses.
The media would then give the
findings maximum coverage and
use them to interrogate the parties
and their candidates, thereby
enabling the voters to make
informed decisions.

By contrast, in Nigeria, if a
presidential candidate says he
“will build a castle in the sky”, the
media will simply parrot him

would he do differently?
Unfortunately, there’s no

equivalent of credible think-tanks
like the IFS to analyse, cost and
put the lie to such vacuous
promises. And if the media seek to
interrogate Tinubu, he will
dispatch his proxies to newspaper
and television houses; they will
dissemble and lie through their
teeth, with hardly any TV journalist
in Nigeria able to pin down such
slippery sophists. So, what’s the
value of issue-based campaigns if
politicians can say anything and
get away with it? Truth is, without
thorough expert, media and public
scrutiny of campaign promises or
claims, “issue-based campaigns”
are utterly meaningless.

But the second, certainly more
powerful, force against issue-
based campaigns in Nigeria is the
people themselves. Nigerians say
they want issue-based campaigns,
but they rarely vote on issues.
Elections in this country are rarely
determined by issues, but by ethnic,
religious and sectional sentiments,
coupled with personality and
money politics. Why would
politicians focus on issues when
most of the voters would vote on
ethnic or religious basis?

Last week, Atiku Abubakar,
presidential candidate of the Peoples
Democratic Party, PDP, was widely
pilloried for playing the ethnic card.
At a meeting with the Northern
Elders Forum, Atiku said: “The
average Northerner does not need a
Yoruba or an Igbo. This is what a
Northerner needs: I stand before you
as a pan-Nigerian of Northern
origin.”

This is ironic. Hardly anyone is
more pan-Nigerian than Atiku.
Some of his children are either half-
Yoruba or half-Igbo. Also, hardly
any politician is more at home with
discussing policies than Atiku. His
manifesto for the 2019 presidential

without asking: How much would
it cost? How would you fund it?
Recently, Bola Ahmed Tinubu,
presidential candidate of All
Progressives Congress, APC, said
that if he became president next
year, his administration “will
achieve double-digit economic
growth”. In 2015, his party

election was 186-page long. His
“policy document” for next year’s
presidential poll is equally dense.
So, unless the so-called “Atiku-lated”
lacks articulation, why would he
play such a blatant ethnic card?

Truth is, Atiku genuinely believes
that, with President Muhammadu
Buhari not running again in 2023,
he could harvest the North’s votes,
as the most prominent Hausa/
Fulani on the ballot, and he’s
pandering to that ethnic politics. In
a recent TV interview, Atiku was
asked if he was worried that Tinubu
chose Kashim Shettima as his
running-mate, given that both he
and Shettima are from the North-
East.

Well, Atiku resorted to the ethnic
card, saying: “If you know the
composition of the North-East, you
have Borno and Yobe, these are
essentially two Kanuri states. Then,
you have the other (four) states,
which are essentially Hausa/Fulani
states. Even if people are going to
vote on that basis, I have a more
favourable (position) from the
North-East.”  So, when it comes to
2023, Atiku, the pan-Nigerian, the
policy aficionado, turns to ethnic
politics!

But Tinubu, Atiku’s main rival,
plays both ethnic and religious cards.
His strategy is to replicate the South-
West/North fraternity that gave APC
victory in 2015 and 2019. So, for
the Yoruba’s vote, he plays tribal
politics. Last week, in Ekiti, Tinubu
told the people: “Don’t vote Peter Obi
or Atiku”, adding: “You don’t know
them.” Why? Because they’re not
Yoruba! And for the North’s vote, he
plays religious politics with a
Muslim-Muslim ticket.

So, truth is: Issue-based politics
will elude Nigeria as long as
elections are determined by ethno-
religious sentiments, and
politicians get away with making
thoughtless campaign promises.

 Issue-based
politics will elude
Nigeria as long as
elections are
determined by
ethno-religious
sentiments, and
politicians get away
with making
thoughtless
campaign promises

Issue-based campaigns? Not
with Nigeria’s deep-rooted
ethno-religious politics

promised to make Nigeria “one of
the fastest-growing emerging
economies, achieving GDP growth
averaging 10 per cent annually”.
Yet, today, GDP growth is 3.5 per
cent. What went wrong? And what
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Why Buhari must let Nnamdi Kanu go

Nnamdi Kanu
vanquished the
government in the
law court; if
Buhari refuses to
let him go, the
next
administration
will

variety of puzzles such as crossword,
diagramless, and fill-in.

4. The cast of the drama-contest entry felt
ready to perform. After only three weeks’
rehearsal.

Corrected: The cast of the drama-contest
entry felt ready to perform after only three
weeks’ rehearsal.

So there you have it.
The focus this week is on clauses as

fragments. It is relatively easy to spot a
phrase as a fragment, given that it contains
no subject and verb combination. On the
contrary, clauses as fragments are harder to
spot because they have both a subject and
predicate combination and are sometimes
mistakenly punctuated as complete
sentences. See the following example:

The teacher asked us to go out to play.
After we had completed our classwork.

If the second clause did not contain the
subordinate conjunction after, it could stand
alone as a sentence. Subordinate clauses
cannot stand on their own and if punctuated
as such, they amount to fragments.

Correcting sentence errors – sentence
fragments (2)

had finally come to begin publishing most
of the research that she had compiled during
her post-doc at the University of Freiburg.

Other fragment types
Participial phrase fragment: The rescue

team found the old woman. Stuck in piles
of ruins.

Corrected: The rescue team found the old
woman stuck in piles of ruins. (The
restrictive phrase ‘stuck in piles of ruins’
modifies ‘woman’.)

Infinitive phrase fragment: They have to
wait until noon. To know the judge’s verdict.

Corrected: They have to wait until noon
to know the judge’s verdict. (The infinitive
phrase ‘to know the judge’s verdict’ modifies
‘have to wait’.)

Prepositional phrase fragment: We are
used to being here. On time.

Corrected: We are used to being here on
time. (The prepositional phrase ‘on time’
modifies the verb phrase ‘are used to being’.)

Appositive phrase fragment: I love
listening to several kinds of music. Such as
jazz, hip-hop, and afro.

Corrected: I love listening to several kinds
of music, such as jazz, hip-hop, and afro.

Now let’s attempt the following exercises.
If one of the following items contains a

fragment, rewrite the item, attaching the
fragment to the complete sentence. Change
capitalisation and punctuation as necessary.
If the item contains no fragment, write “C”.

1. The soloist interrupted the orchestra
rehearsal. To replace the broken string on
her violin.

2. Neighbourhood fire-alarm boxes
proved to be inefficient. Because nine out of
ten calls turned out to be false alarms.

3. The new telephone will be installed next
week. Until then we will be using daddy’s
phone.

4. Even though the conference does not
begin until next week Tuesday. Every hotel
room in town will be taken by Sunday night.

5. To create a product that would be oil-
resistant, scientists developed synthetic
rubber. Its principal use has been in tires.

6. John refused to sell the mattress for less
than 50,000 Naira. Which was 50% of what
he bought it.

Writing without fragments is a skill to be
mastered by paying attention to the details.
Proofreading one’s work after writing is one
sure way to edit any inconsistencies
observed. Because your writing is your
brand, it is pertinent to ensure that your
sentences are fragment-free.

TWO weeks ago, I started a
series on sentence errors. Let’s

take a look at the corrections of the
exercises I shared then. Take out
your note and compare the answers,
and feel free to email me if there are
perceived areas of discrepancy.

1. Chukwudi sat at his desk for at
least two hours. Writing that note of
apology was one of the hardest
things he ever had to do. (C –
Correct)

2. Marian failed to see the stop
sign. Either because of the driving
rain or because of her fogged-up
windscreen.

Correction: Marian failed to see
the stop sign, either because of the
driving rain or because of her
fogged-up windscreen.

3. The book contains a variety of
puzzles. Such as crossword,
diagramless, and fill-in.

Correction:  The book contains a

Sometimes, a clausal fragment occurs at
the beginning position of the main clause to
which it should be attached. I see this a lot
in expressions constructed by well-meaning
persons. Take a look at the following clausal
fragment:

Adverb clause fragment: Although they
were late to the meeting. They were ready
for their presentation.

Corrected: Although they were late to the
meeting, they were ready for their
presentation.

Note that whenever a dependent clause
occurs first in a sentence, a comma should
be used to mark it off from the main clause.
Bonus: That gives you a complex sentence!

Adjective clause fragment: Dr. Oji
decided that the time had finally come to
begin publishing most of her research. That
she had compiled during her post-doc at the
University of Freiburg.

Corrected: Dr. Oji decided that the time

There are
adjective and
a d v e r b
c l a u s e
fragments;
the presence
of relative
p r o n o u n s
and some
ad jec t ives
and adverbs
in clausal
formations
may indicate
a possibility
of fragments.

Clauses as
fragments are
harder to spot
because they have
both a subject and
predicate
combination and
are sometimes
mistakenly
punctuated as
complete sentences

•Dr. Oji is a Senior Lecturer of English
at the Institute of Humanities, Pan-
Atlantic University, Lagos

I AM not a lawyer. But in writing this article,
I spoke to learned friends who, in

unanimity, held that President Muhammadu
Buhari’s government has no legal beam to
hang its jaundiced interpretation of the Appeal
Court judgement that discharged the leader of
the Indigenous People of Biafra, IPOB, Nnamdi
Kanu, of terrorism charges.

In a historic and courageous judgement, a
three-man panel of the Court of Appeal, Abuja
Division, on Thursday, October 13, discharged
Kanu of the seven-count charge pending
against him before the Federal High Court.
The judgement, unprecedented in its audacity,
faulted the process through which the IPOB
leader was brought before the court to answer
to a 15-count terrorism charge. In their
Solomonic wisdom, the judges ruled that his
abduction and rendition violated international
convention on terrorism and, thus, robbed any
court of law in Nigeria the necessary
jurisdiction. The court noted that the Federal
Government, in its desperation to bundle the
IPOB leader back home from Kenya, flagrantly
breached every extradition procedure, which
include a formal application for extradition to
the host country, permission from court, and
statement of the alleged offences in connection
with the extradition.

The issue before the three-man panel was
jurisdiction. After Nnamdi Kanu’s rendition,
the Federal Government hauled him before
Justice Binta Nyako on a 15-count terrorism
charge, which the judge reduced to seven. The
IPOB leader faulted Nyako’s order to respond
to the seven charges and went to Appeal Court
where his lawyer, Chief Mike Ozekhome,
recalled that on June 27, 2021, the Federal
Government forcefully arrested and
renditioned him in a “most cruel and inhuman
manner”. Ozekhome who submitted that
going by section 15 of the Extradition Act,
“Kanu is not supposed to be charged without
the approval of
K e n y a n
government,”
also asserted
that when
charging for an
offence, “you
must mention
the particulars
and location
where the
offence was
committed.”

Because none
of these conditions was met, the senior lawyer
contended that going by the dictates of section
45 (a) of the Federal High Court Act, with
regard to criminal charge, the trial court didn’t
have “global jurisdiction” and urged the panel
to strike out the charges. The Appellate Court
concord: “No court can try him going by the
circumstances of the extraordinary rendition,”
the three-man panel unanimously ruled. To
the court, the Federal Government violated
international convention on terrorism, which
it was a signatory to, when it illegally arrested
Nnamdi Kanu in Kenya and extraordinarily
brought him to Nigeria for trial. Having
resolved the jurisdiction issue in his favour, the
judges said the order of Justice Nyako, had
been set aside, terminated and dismissed.

“Appellant is accordingly discharged,” the
court bellowed in an erudite and
straightforward judgement that gave no room
for ambiguities, because as lawyers would say,
res ipsa loquitor – the fact speaks for itself.
Before this judgement, Mr. Aloy Ejimakor,
special counsel to Nnamdi Kanu, in an opinion
piece in TheNiche on February 8, 2022
emphatically said the Federal Government
cannot prosecute his client until it convinces
Nigerian courts and Britain that he was legally
extradited to Nigeria.

“Under the domestic and international legal
order, Nigeria cannot properly levy its
sovereign rights of criminal prosecution
against Kanu without first proving that the act
of transferring Kanu from Kenya to Nigeria

conformed to the basic tenets of the law –
municipal and international, including,
particularly, treaties to which Nigeria is
subject,” Ejimakor wrote. “As a sovereign
nation and member of comity of nations, and
a country with a constitution and laws, Nigeria
must first explain to her domestic courts and
the international community (particularly
Britain) how Kanu ended up in Nigeria in
chains. This is but a basic condition precedent
without which prosecution of Nnamdi Kanu
cannot ensue.”

The Appeal Court vindicated his position.
So, why were these basic principles of law lost
on the country’s Attorney General and Minister
of Justice, Mr. Abubakar Malami, who is
insisting that Nnamdi Kanu was only
discharged but not acquitted?  Malami who
claimed that the Appeal Court judgement was
only on the issue of rendition, said “other issues
that predate rendition on the basis of which
Kanu jumped bail remain valid issues for
judicial determination”.

How can that be when the Appeal Court
judgement is simply saying that the case
against Nnamdi Kanu is incurably bad
because no one places something on nothing?
The charges were dismissed based on the fact
that the extraordinary rendition rendered his
trial a nullity. So, the issue of discharge or
acquittal is a no-brainer. The import of the
ruling is that no court in Nigeria can assume
jurisdiction to try Nnamdi Kanu due to his
illegal presence within the court's jurisdiction.
So, in the circumstance, Malami has only one
option: appeal to the Supreme Court. But
before then, Kanu must regain his freedom
because as a lawyer friend explained, the
judgement being about human rights is
declaratory and cannot be stayed by any court
of law.

But rather than do that, Buhari railroaded
the National Security Council into agreeing
with the cynical advisory by Malami. That is
puerile antics because the Council is not an
appellate court and has no powers to sit in
judgement over the decision of a court of
competent jurisdiction. It is also insulting that
no South-Easterner is a member of the Security
Council, the poster agency of Buhari’s politics
of exclusion, which is at the core of the self-
determination cause championed by Kanu. It
is alarming this is the quality of legal advisory
that has been made available to Buhari in the
last seven years. Little wonder Nigeria is in a
ditch. But that is not surprising. Buhari and
Malami are birds of the same dictatorial
plumage. Whether in khaki uniform or
agbada, Buhari, all pretentions to the contrary
notwithstanding, is a dyed-in-the-wool
autocrat not only addicted to the exercise of
absolute power but contemptuous of time-
honoured precepts that govern civilized
societies. He has neither the reputation of
playing by the rules nor abiding by the law.

What he did to Nnamdi Kanu in Kenya on
Sunday, June 27, 2021 as a civilian president
was the same thing he did to Dr. Umaru Dikko,
Minister of Transport and Aviation in the
Second Republic, on Thursday, July 5, 1984 in
London as a military head of state. The only
difference is that while the regime of Uhuru
Kenyatta facilitated Kanu’s abduction and
rendition to Nigeria, the attempt to kidnap
and repatriate Dikko was foiled by a vigilant
British Customs officer in London. Nigeria
paid dearly diplomatically for that blunder.

President Buhari has no room to wiggle out
of the Nnamdi Kanu dilemma. A transcendent
administration would have taken advantage
of the face-saving window opened by the
Appeal Court to extricate itself from the self-
inflicted injury by letting the IPOB leader go.
Not Buhari! Instead he is doubling down on
his intransigence. Obduracy is the name of the
game. But truth be told, Nnamdi Kanu is the
victor. He vanquished the government in the
law court. If Buhari refuses to let him go, the
next administration will. But leaving it as one
more mess to be cleaned up by his successor
will be an act of cowardice, not strength.
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Traffic infractions: Are  laws punitive or corrective?
By TAOFIQ ADEBAYO

 Sanity would return to our
roads if every road user, most
especially motorists, would
adhere strictly to traffic laws
and regulations of Lagos
State

Lekki Toll Gate tragedy: Two years later

EXACTLY two years ago, a tragic
event that has set the Lekki Toll Gate
in Lagos aside as a historic monument
of sorts took place. A crowd of
unarmed youths singing the national
anthem was shot at by troops in a bid
to quell protests which had lasted for
nearly two weeks.

The youths called for an end to
police brutality. They advocated
police reforms under the hashtag:
#EndSARS. After the shooting,
hoodlums took over, attacked the
properties of the Lagos State
Government, and also targeted some
prominent individuals connected to
the ruling class in Lagos. Businesses
were looted and vandalised. The bad
blood generated from the crisis nearly
led to ethnic clashes.

Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu, who
immediately took conciliatory
measures, set up the Lagos State
Judicial Panel of Inquiry on
Restitution for the Victims of the
SARS-Related Abuses and Other

If you cannot patiently bear correction,
endeavour to avoid fault – Norm
Macdonald (1959-2021), Canadian stand-
up Comedian, Actor and Writer

LAWS are generally made to regulate
human behaviours as they relate to

different aspects of our lives. Established
laws help ensure fairness, balance, equity,
parity and sanity in a society. Human
excesses are checked through the
enactment of laws as they serve as guidance
and standard for acceptable behaviour. A
society without law would encourage
disorderliness and abuses by some people.
Abuse and misuse of power are inevitable
in a setting where there are no laws. Where
there is no law, they say, there is no sin.
Offences are bound to occur when laws are
enacted. Committing an offence then
means the individual has disobeyed the
law. The sole aim of making a law is to be
obeyed. It then becomes imperative on the
law-abiding citizens to obey that law.

Obeying a law then becomes a duty, not
an option. Laws are of different types and
classifications depending on the
jurisdictional entity of the body or
government that creates the laws. Laws can
be common, statutory or regulatory. Traffic
laws help guide and checkmate motorists’
behaviour on the road. These laws ensure
that traffic signs are not selectively obeyed
but in full.

When a vehicle is impounded on account
of traffic infraction, the driver is always
quick to say that he doesn’t know his action
is a traffic offence – he claims ignorance

of the law. In fact, the law frowns at
claiming ignorance of the law which it
regards as inexcusable. Many other
motorists when apprehended would say
most traffic managers do not use corrective
measures as they only deploy punishable
means by the way they operate. After being
made to face the full wrath of the law as a
consequence of their action, the traffic
violators claim that they ought to be
corrected, not punished. If every traffic law
offender or violator is always corrected by
just a mere warning with no scapegoats
made, then everyone would be disobeying
traffic laws since there are no consequential
punishments attached.

There is no where it is enshrined in the
Lagos State Transport Sector Reformed
Law 2018, as amended, that an offence is
pardonable. Each traffic offence comes
with its penalty or fine. What could be
observed is that there is difference in
penalties or fines for an offence for a first
offender and that subsequently committed
by same offender to serve as additional
punishment. Let me make clear that it is
the Lagos State Environmental and
Special Offences (Mobile) Court that
decides the fine and also pronounces
judgement as appropriate.

Punishment is a form of correction as it
usually achieves two main purposes –
serves as reminder to the offender not to
commit same offence again and to serve
as deterrent to others with intention or
likely tendency of doing same. The aim of
a fine for traffic offence isn’t actually to
drain the offenders financially, but to
prevent a repeat.  However, it is important
to state clearly here that, with respect to a

traffic offence, correction can come in the
form of warning and punishment. It
depends on the nature of offence committed
and the angle from which it is viewed. The
Lagos State Traffic Management Authority,
LASTMA, personnel correct erring
motorists, but it is at their discretion.
Records or instances of corrections made
by these traffic controllers and managers
may not always make it to the news but
they effect corrections in many ways.

When warning comes as a form of
correction, there must be an indicator that

would serve as reminder to prevent
reoccurrence. This warning indicator
might not be stern or stiff as the case may
be. On the other hand, if corrections are
carried out and effected as punishment,
they are usually stern so that the receiver
will feel sorry for his action. The law cannot
be bent to favour an individual on grounds
of sympathy; it applies to everyone. It
therefore behoves on all to avoid breaking
the law in order not to be caught on the
wrong side of it.

LASTMA personnel operate within the
ambits of the law that established the
agency. Their primary function as
empowered by law is to control and
manage traffic, and then call to order
erring motorists who do not obey traffic

laws by way of enforcement through the
apprehension of their vehicles. Most times,
full compliance with traffic rules and
regulations might not be achieved except
through enforcement as there would be
some recalcitrant individuals.

Few weeks ago, the General Manager of
LASTMA, Mr. Bolaji Oreagba, while
enjoining road users in Lagos to comply
strictly with the State Traffic Laws, urged
motorists to avoid the consequences the
law will bring on them if they violate it.
Mr. Oregaba made this appeal in a
reaction to the impoundment of some
vehicles by the Core Operations
Commands of the agency from the
headquarters across Lagos metropolis over
indiscriminate and illegal parking on the
roads. The General Manager said: “I must
implore law-abiding citizens of Lagos
State, especially motorists, to adhere
strictly to the traffic law of the state in order
not to run afoul of the law which has
consequences. We must all have a positive
attitude towards obeying the law of the
state which was made to ensure orderliness
and fast-paced socio-economic
improvement of individuals, corporate
entities and generality of the people.”

Sanity would return to our roads if every
road user, most especially motorists, would
adhere strictly to traffic laws and
regulations of Lagos State. For all Lagos
road users, travel time reduces as the
economy of the state is bolstered, stress
occasioned by traffic is quelled and then
mental health improves, thereby
increasing life expectancy.

Matters (Lagos EndSARS Panel)
headed by Justice Doris Okuwobi. On
November 15, 2021, the Panel in its
309-page Report, among other
pronouncements, declared the
shootings a “massacre”.

However, the Lagos State
Government and the Federal
Government rejected the tag of
massacre, arguing there were no
adequate and concrete proofs of such.
Without unduly dwelling on the
controversy which has since taken on
a political tone, events of this nature
provide all sides with ample lessons
to avoid a future reoccurrence.

We must admit that the protesters
allowed politics to creep into their
patriotic agitation. It started as a
protest against police brutality and
the call to scrap the Special Anti-
Robbery Squad, SARS.

When the Federal Government got
the Police authorities to change the
name of SARS to F-SARS which was
seen as a mere cosmetic measure, the
protesters started calling for an end
to bad governance.

This, the authorities read as a call
for “coup”, and hence the easy resort
to the use of the army and a kinetic
repression of unarmed protesters.

The losses that the Lagos State
Government and private businesses
sustained were heavy. The attacks on
policemen and their facilities crippled
law enforcement for quite a while
throughout the country.

These could have been avoided if
the government had deployed the
police with water cannons, teargas
and dogs to manage the protests.
There is no substitute for the rule of
engagements prescribed by law in
dealing with peaceful protesters.

The tendency to resort to the use of
the military in a democracy creates
more problems than it seeks to solve.
It must never happen again.

We hope the Lagos State
Government has made good its
promise to implement the
recommendations of the Justice
Okuwobi Panel, particularly on
providing succour to those who lost
loved ones and sustained serious
injuries.

•Adebayo, Assistant Director of Public
Affairs and Enlightenment Department
at LASTMA, wrote via:
baba70b70@gmail.com



Trade in manufactured goods dips 34.7% in
H1’22

THE value of foreign trade in
manufactured goods in the

first half of 2022 (H1’22) decreased

By Yinka Kolawole
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CONFERENCE — From left:  Managing Director, Flover Consulting Limited, Mr Jerry
Onifade; Managing Director, Cornerstone Insurance Plc, Mr. Ganiyu Musa; Organizer, Chinet'22,
Aviation Cargo Conference, Mr. Ikechi Uko; Director, Policy Regulation NAICOM, Mr. Leonard
Akah; Executive Director, Operatios FBS Reinsurance, Mr. Sola Ajibade and Managing Director/
CEO, Custodian and Allied Insurance Limited, Mr. Edeki Isujeh, during the Chinet 2022, Sec-
ond Aviation Cargo Conference in Lagos. Photo: Lamidi Bamidele

Code of corporate governance for public
sector out soon — FRC, IoDCCG

FOLLOWING the success
recorded with the estab-

lishment of National Code of
Corporate Governance (NCCG,
2018) by the Financial Report-
ing Council of Nigeria (FRC),
the Council has said that work
is almost concluded on code of
governance for the public sec-
tor and will be published soon.

Amb. Shuaibu Adamu
Ahmed, the Executive Secre-
tary, FRC, made the disclosure
at a press conference to herald

ECONOMY

IoD Nigeria awards fellowship on some members

THE Institute of Di
rectors (IoD) Nige-

ria, has conferred fel-
lowship award on 25 of
its members while con-
ferring honorary
awards to two others.

Speaking at the
Institute’s 2022
Fellow’s investiture,
Chairman, Fellows and
Awards Committee,
Arc. Thomas Awagu,
said that those selected
out of the 400 members
are leaders who have
been in the forefront of

the 2022 National Corporate
Governance Summit (NCCS
2022)  scheduled to hold in
Lagos on November 7th - 8th,
2022 .

He stated that corporate gov-
ernance has improved since
NCCG came into effect in 2018,
saying that no corporate failure
has been witnessed since then.

“With the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the emerging corporate
governance environment be-
came characterized by an in-
creasingly complex set of pres-

ECONOMYby 34.7 percent year-on-year
(YoY) to N6.07 trillion from N9.29
trillion in the corresponding period
in 2021 (H1’21).

A breakdown indicates a huge
dominance of imports as available
data from the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) shows that the

value of imported manufactured
goods in the period stood at N5.73
trillion about 94.4 percent of the
total trade, while the export com-
ponent was valued at N338.61

billion, just 5.6 percent.
This is in contrast to the N8.83

trillion worth of manufactured
goods imported and N462.07 bil-
lion exported in H1’21.

Similarly, the N6.07 trillion
manufactured goods trade value
in H1’22 is 29.4 percent lower
than the amount recorded in the
preceding period of H2’21, which
was valued at N8.6 trillion, made
up of N7.9 trillion worth of im-
ports and N690.5 billion worth of
exports.

A disaggregated analysis of the
NBS data further showed that the
value of manufactured goods
traded in Q1’22 stood at N3.19 tril-
lion representing 24.55% of total
trade. Of this, the import compo-
nent accounted for N2.97 trillion,
while the export component ac-
counted for N219.08 billion.

In Q2’22, the value of manufac-
tured goods traded was valued at
N2.88 trillion representing
22.39% of total trade. Out of this,
the imported component ac-
counted for N2.76 trillion, while
export component was at

ECONOMY

Siemens Energy, Germany partner
LASG to build TVET centre

SIEMENS Energy Limited
and the German Govern-

ment have signed a partnership
agreement with Lagos State Tech-
nical & Vocational Education
Board, (LASTVEB) to set up a
Technical and Vocational Educa-
tion and Training (TVET) Centre
of Excellence for Mechanical and
Electrical Engineering in Ikorodu.

A letter of intent for the project
was signed by all parties involved
at the just concluded Ehingbeti
2022 Economic Summit.

Speaking about the project and
the partnership, Seun Suleiman,
Managing Director, Siemens En-
ergy Nigeria, said: “Part of the
energy transition means develop-
ing the energy of tomorrow today,
to protect the future generations.
But we also need to ensure that
future generations are equipped
with the relevant knowledge and
skills to contribute to social and
economic growth. Partnerships
and initiatives like this, to develop
a TVET centre in Lagos, are vital
to accelerating the energy transi-

By Cynthia Alo &
Joseph Oso

By Nkiruka Nnorom

N119.53 billion.
According to NBS, the major ex-

port goods in Q1’22 were ‘Floating
or submersible drilling platforms’
exported to Namibia, ‘Aluminium
alloys, unwrought’ to Japan and
China respectively and ‘Vessels and
other floating structures for break-
ing up’ exported to Cameroon and
Ghana, respectively.

Manufactured goods mainly im-
ported include ‘Safety or relief
valves’ from France and China,
‘Motorcycles and cycles fitted with
an auxiliary motor, petrol fuel,
from India and China respectively.
‘Machines 4 the reception, conver-
sion & transmission or regeneration
of voice, images’ was also imported
from China and Sweden.

In Q2’22, the major export goods
in this category were ‘Aluminium
alloys, unwrought’ exported to Ja-
pan, ‘Cigarettes containing tobacco’
to Niger and Guinea, respectively
and ‘Oil-cake and other solid resi-
dues resulting from the extraction
of soya bean oil’ exported to France.

Manufactured goods mainly im-
ported include ‘Machines 4 the re-
ception, conversion & transmission
or regeneration of voice, images’
from China and Senegal, ‘Used Ve-
hicles, with diesel or semidiesel en-
gine from United States of America
and Italy respectively. ‘Other me-
dicaments not elsewhere specified’
were also imported from Malaysia
and India.

Rainoil inaugurates Lekki fuel station

ENERGYIN its continued drive to make
petroleum products easily ac-

cessible to consumers across Nige-
ria, Rainoil Limited, a leading in-
tegrated energy company in Ni-
geria, has commissioned a new
fuel station in the Lekki area of
Lagos.

Announcing the opening of the
fuel station in Lagos, the Group

Managing Director of Rainoil Lim-
ited, Dr. Gabriel Ogbechie, OON,
said the new Lekki station is not only
a response to the yearnings of the
customers who had expressed their
desire to have a Rainoil station close
to them, but also a commitment to
the company’s drive to expand and
reach more customers across Nige-
ria.

The new fuel station has twelve
retail points for petrol (PMS), diesel
(AGO), and kerosene (DPK). The
station, according to the Managing
Director, will, like others, run on
the core values of respect for cus-
tomers; integrity in all transac-
tions; teamwork among the work-
ers; excellent service delivery; and
safety for all.

Also commenting on the new ad-
dition, the Group Executive Direc-
tor of the company, Mrs. Godrey
Ogbechie, said the new Lekki sta-
tion is one of many to come as the
company will not relent in its ex-
pansion drive and ensure there is a
Rainoil fuel station within reach of
every Nigerian. She said custom-
ers should be well assured that they
will get the best possible service at
each station.

and private organisations were
to become more intentional in
implementing sound gover-
nance practices and adapt the
corporate governance frame-
work to address some of the
challenges brought  by chang-
ing environmental variables,”
he said.

Nerus Ekezie, Ag. Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, IoD Centre for
Corporate Governance
(IoDCCG), noted that gover-
nance is a journey, saying: “For
us to attain global standards in
corporate governance prac-
tices, everybody must be car-
ried along, both the private and
the public sector.”

Also speaking, Seye Awojobi,
Registrar/CEO, Chartered Insti-
tute of Bankers of Nigeria  and
Iheanyi Anyahara, Director,
Directorate of Accounting Stan-
dards, who are the Co-Chair-
men, National Organising Com-
mittee, NCCS 2022, said the
Summit underlined the im-
perative of the practical appli-
cation of the principles and
practices of corporate gover-
nance as espoused in the NCCG
2018, other relevant sectoral
codes and extant laws.

By Lawani Mikairu ECONOMY

sures and demands
from various stake-
holder groups, in-
creased expectations of
engagement with soci-
etal and environmen-
tal factors, coupled
with uncertainty
about the future.

“These factors were
complicating decision-
making processes and
challenging the tradi-
tional models of gover-
nance. It became im-
perative that public

rendering selfless services to
the Institute as members over
a period of time.

He stated, “The awardees
have been in the forefront, pro-
moting good co-operate gover-
nance and best international
practices in the Nigerian pub-
lic and private sector”.

Also speaking at the event,
the Director General, National
Institute for Policy and Strate-
gic Studies (NIPSS), Prof. Ayo
Omotayo, admonished mem-
bers and guests on the need to
be open minded so as to be able
to respond to disruptive devel-

tion, preparing future generations,
and developing economies.”

He also said the objective of the
centre is to improve income-gener-
ating employment opportunities
for Nigerian youth. This, he said,
has been identified as a crucial
means to addressing poverty, high
unemployment, underemploy-
ment and insecurity in the coun-
try.

The German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment (BMZ) through the Skills
Development for Youth Employ-
ment – SKYE, programme of the
Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(GIZ) GmbH is also supporting the
collaboration.

“To achieve the objective, Si-
emens Energy, LASTVEB and GIZ,
have identified the need for closer
collaboration that may include
mutually complementary activi-
ties to set up a Centre of Excellence
for Mechatronics and Mechanical
Engineering in Ikorodu, Lagos.”

 CURRENCY       BUYING               SELLING

CBN Exchange rate as at 19/10/2022

US
DOLLAR
POUNDS
EURO
FRANC
YEN
CFA
WAUA
RENMINBI
RIYAL
RAND

435.98 436.48 436.98
493.1806 493.7462 494.3118
428.3939 428.8852 429.3765
437.4674 437.9691 438.4708
2.9231 2.9264 2.9298
0.6267 0.6367 0.6467
554.7548 555.391 556.0272
60.5468 60.6167 60.6866
116.0447 116.1778 116.3109

92.03 +2.00

  85.23     +2.41

  2,308.00 +3.00

  18.65           -0.02

192.30     -2.80

 24.0786 24.1063 24.1339

opments such as technological
changes.

According to Omotayo, being
able to respond to these devel-
opments will enable members
to have a larger share of the
market in their various areas
of specialisation.

President and Chairman of
the Institute, Dr. (Mrs) Ije
Jidenma, while speaking with
journalists after the event, ad-
vised the new fellows to place
ethical leadership as their
number one goal.

Jidenma noted that compe-
tence is important but ethical
leadership is more important
and a core value in the insti-
tute.
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By Elizabeth Adegbesan

Continues from Page 5

THE Naira yesterday depreciated to N441.5 per dollar
in the Investors and Exporters (I&E) window.

Data from FMDQ showed that the indicative exchange
rate for the window rose to N441.5 per dollar from N441.25
per dollar  on Tuesday, indicating 25 kobo depreciation
for the naira. Similarly, the naira depreciated by N1 in
the parallel market yesterday.

Vanguard findings from black market traders showed
that the  indicative exchange rate for the market rose to
N743 per dollar  from N742 per dollar on Tuesday.

Naira down to N441.5/$ in
I&E window

Flood: Despite over N1tr allocation,
Ecological Funds mired in controversy

Committee on Environment  to
investigate remittances to the
Ecological Fund and withdrawals
from the account between 2010
and 2022, alleging
mismanagement by the
beneficiaries.

House probe
Specifically, the House

mandated the committee to,
among other things, “investigate
the total consolidated mandatory
accruals into the Ecological Fund
from 2010 to March 2022,” adding
that the committee should
equally “evaluate the
disbursement of the Ecological
Fund in line with the provision of
the 1999 Constitution from 2010
to March 2022.”

The committee is also to
“investigate the utilisation of the
Ecological Fund by benefiting
government’s departments and
agencies (MDAs) from 2010 to
March 2022 and establish
infractions (if any).”

To establish these facts, the
House asked the committee to
conduct public hearings with all
the major stakeholders on the
effective and efficient utilisation
of the Ecological Fund and report
back within six weeks for further
legislative action.

The House resolution to probe
was sequel to a motion moved by
a member of the House, Femi
Bamisile, titled ‘Need to
Investigate the Total
Consolidation Accrual and
Utilisation of Ecological Fund.’

Bamisile had while moving the
motion, noted the existence of
the Ecological Fund as an
intervention fund set up by the
Federal Government to address
multifarious ecological
challenges across the country.

He also noted that the Federal
Government, the 36 states of the
federation, the 774 local
government areas and the
Federal Capital Territory, FCT,
receive funds through the
Federal Allocation Committee as
shares from the Ecological Fund.

The lawmaker stressed that
apart from the annual statutory
appropriations, four agencies of
the Federal Government draw
funds from the one per cent share
of the Federal Government
allocated to Ecology and
Derivation Fund, according to
their respective enabling laws.

Bamisile stressed that the
National Emergency
Management Agency, by virtue
of Section 13(2) (b) of its Act,
draws 20 per cent; National
Agency for the Great Green Wall,
by virtue of Section 12 (2) (b) of
its Act, draws 15 per cent; the
North East Development
Commission, by virtue of Section
14(12) (b) of its Act, draws 10 per
cent; and the National
Agricultural Land Development
Authority, by virtue of Section 18
(2) (a) of its Act, draws 10 per cent.

“The House is worried that

efforts at making beneficiaries of
the Ecological Fund accountable
for their accrued shared funds in
the last few years have been
ignored.

“Sections 88 and 89
Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as
amended) empowers the
National Assembly to conduct
investigation and power as to
matters of evidence,” Bamisile
said.

Lagdo Dam not
responsible for
flooding — FG

Meanwhile, the Federal
Government has said that
water from the Lagdo Dam
in Cameroon is not
responsible for the
flooding that has
devastated parts of
Nigeria.

Minister of Water
Resources, Alhaji
Suleiman Adamu, stated
this at the 2023 budget
defence of the ministry in
Abuja yesterday.

He cleared the notion
that the water resulting in the
flooding was from Lagdo
Dam, saying the inflow from
the dam to Nigeria was only
one per cent.

“Yes the dam releases
water; sometimes it releases
water without notice and
when they do that, it has
impact on communities
downstream.

“It is not the main reason
you have flood in this
country.  The tributaries of
River Benue are the main
cause, and this year, the rains
have been unprecedented.

“The trans-boundary
water that even comes into
this country from Rivers
Niger and Benue constitute
only 20 per cent of the fresh
water that flows into the
country.

“Eighty per cent of the
flood is water we are blessed
with from the sky falling on
Mambila and Jos plateaux.
Most of this flow is from
Nigeria,” he said.

However, the minister said
the Federal Government
was not often informed by
the Cameroonian
government on annual
release of water from Lagdo
Dam.

He said: “It took a lot of
effort for us to sign an MoU
for Cameroun to be
informing Nigeria about
releases.

“It was signed in 2016.
Since then, every year, when
the flood season comes, it is
the Nigeria Hydrological
Services Agency that calls
them to know their level of

water.
“We cannot blame the

flood this year on
Cameroon. We can only
blame them for violating the
terms of the MoU.”

Adamu further said that
government will call for a
review of the MoU.

On the Dasin Hausa Dam
in Adamawa which could
serve as a solution to
flooding, Adamu said
“whether we are able to do
the dam or not, we will
continue to have floods on
the Rivers Niger and Benue
basins.

“There was a consultant
that had been appointed by
the previous administration
to work on this dam.

When I came into office, I
checked the scope of work
and the terms of reference.

Start-up Act: Buhari heads council to end harassment
of youths with laptops —PANTAMI
 As FG sets up N10bn investment fund for young
innovatorsMicrosoft to train 5m Nigerians

By Johnbosco
Agbakwuru

A B U J A — T H E
Minster of

Communications & Digital
Economy, Isa Pantami, yesterday
assured that with the signing of
the Start-up Bill 2022 into law by
President Muhammadu Buhari,
the issue of nationwide
harassment of innovative youths
carrying laptop computers will
come to end.

Recall that President Buhari
had also yesterday,  assented to
the Start-up Bill and the Digital
Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Council that
would oversee the operations of
the young innovators.

This is even as government set
up a N10 billion investment fund
for young innovators and also
made provisions for incentives
and tax holidays to encourage
local innovators.

Briefing Stare House
correspondents after the signing
ceremony at the Presidential
Villa, Abuja, Pantami said rather
than the minister lobbying law
enforcement agencies to stop the
act of harassment, the chairman
of the council only needed to give
a directive and it would be obeyed
by those who misconstrue them
for internet fraudsters.

Many young Nigerians have
complained about being
harassed by security personnel
for bearing laptop computers and
branded internet fraudsters, a
situation which, among others,
led to the recent #EndSARS
protest against police
harassment.

He said: “The main institution
to address the issue is the
National Digital Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Council to be
chaired by Mr. President.

‘’Number one mandate of the
council is to listen to the
challenges of our young
innovators and direct relevant
institutions there and then to
address the challenge. So, with
that council, I believe the issue
will be resolved.

“At personal level as a minister,
I have written many letters to
EFCC, to IG, to Minister of Police,
they have been addressing the
challenge, but not consistent.

‘’If they address it, after a
month or two, because of their
intervention,  the issue will re-
emerge, but if the President
happens to be the chair of the
council, he cannot lobby the way

I lobby, he can only direct and
that is why the council is critical
to address that issue and any
other challenge that may come
up in the future.

“President directs, it must be
implemented. And I believe the
Council will do that.”

He said in recognition of the
efforts of the federal government
in Information Communication
Technology, ICT, Microsoft
decided to train about five million
Nigerians on high demands skills
geared towards job creation.

Speaking on the GITEX event
he just attended, Pantami
explained: “There were many
participants from Europe, Asia
and from all the developed

countries and we defeated them,
and they (innovators) came from
Nigeria. This is a success story.

“Secondly, some of the
young individuals we took
from Nigeria, the Federal
Government  sponsored
eight of  them. Then the
organizers also sponsored
four,  and L agos State
government sponsored 15.

“Among some of them that
I met, the first day of the
event, a company signed
an MOU with them to
invest $20 million in that
startup.

“Thirdly, it is at the event
we concluded our
discussion with Microsoft

From left, Director-General, Lagos Chamber of Commerce and Industry, LCCI, Dr. Chinyere
Almona, President, Dr. Michael Olawale-Cole, Vice President and Chairman, Membership
and Welfare Committee, Sir Ladi Smith and Director, Membership Relations, Mrs Abosede
Okeyemi during LCCI's  new members' induction ceremony at Commerce House, Victoria
Island, Lagos, yesterday.

Igbo group hails appellate court
over Nnamdi Kanu

THE DISCHARGE of
Nnamdi Kanu by the

Appellate Court has been
described as  the opportunity to
lead a process of genuine
reconciliation, constructive
engagement, mutual trust and
harmony in Nigeria.

A socio-political group, Anya-
Ndigbo in a statement said  the
October 13, 2022 judgment of
the Court of Appeal, which
discharged Mazi Nnamdi Kanu
of  charges of terrorism will go a
long way in achieving harmony.

“Coming at a time when people
from all corners of the country
are aglow with the

consciousness to work together
towards a New Nigeria, this show
of confidence, courage and
unalloyed sense of duty by the
Judges of the Court of Appeal
has further raised the hope that
Nigeria is set to march to its
position, as a respectable and
reliable member of the
international community.

“We salute the judiciary which
has lived up to its billing as the
last hope of the common man  in
this case; which had attracted the
interest of the United Nations.
We urge the judiciary to  remain
steadfast in carrying out its
sacred duty of dispensing justice
without fear or favour."

I was not satisfied that
justice will be done to that
design.

“You can not build a dam
as important and strategic
as Dasin Hausa on River
Benue without a detailed

feasibility and engineering
design. I disengaged the
consultant in 2016. It was
one of the 116 projects that
we had.”

He, however, expressed
optimism that by March

2023, the dam would be
completed. Earlier,
Chairman of the Committee,
Senator Bello Mandiya, had
urged the ministry to find
lasting solution to flooding
around the country.

that they will  come to
Nigeria and train five million
citizens on high demand
and cutting edge skills in
the digital sector and this is
one of their corporate social
responsibilities.

“Even today (yesterday),
before I came here, I signed
a letter conveyed to
Microsoft on the proposed
date for the commencement
of the training.

“I know those basic digital
skills are in high demand.
They partook in an
investigation evaluation,
they discovered areas where
there were opportunities
globally. So, the forecast
where there is job before
that, our citizens will be
trained in this area. These
are only a few of the major
achievements, in addition
to many more.’’

FLOOD:  Oborevwori, running mate distribute
relief materials to five IDP camps in Delta

THE team of the governorship
candidate of Peoples

Democratic Party, PDP, in the
2023 general elections in Delta
State, Sheriff Oborevwori, and his
running mate, Monday
Onyeme, Team Sheriff /Onyeme
has commenced the distribution
of relief materials to internally
displaced persons, IDPs, affected
by the floods that have ravaged
19 local government areas in the
state.  Speaking during the visit,
Onyeme disclosed that the
government had opened up
distribution centres at various
locations to receive the relief
materials from Team Sheriff /
Onyeme and other individuals
who wished to support the
displaced persons.

According to him, all the eight
LGAs in Delta South; the six in
Delta North, and five in Delta
Central senatorial districts have
been taken over by flood.

While commiserating with
victims of the flood disaster and
affected communities, Onyeme
urged them to move to safer
places as they await
interventions from government
and other individuals.

He urged the displaced
persons to remain calm, stating
that in a very short time, the
situation would be over and
everyone would return home.

While commending the State
Emergency Management
Agency, SEMA, for their
interventions, Onyeme pleaded
for more humanitarian
assistance from private
organisations for relief materials

to the victims to cushion the
effects of the flood on various
communities.  He commended
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa for his
intervention to cushion the
adverse effects of the flood on the
people by setting up IDP camps
across affected LGAs in the state.

One of the flood victims, Mrs
Chidinma Ifeoma, Chukwuora,
who spoke on behalf of the IDPs,
thanked team Sheriff/Onyeme
group for coming to their aid.

They pleaded with the team to
visit them again as soon possible.

The IDP Camps visited are
Oneh Primary School Asaba,
Ogbeafor Primary School Asaba,
Ewulu Primary School in
Aniocha South Local
Government Area and Utagogbe
Technical College, kwale in
Ndokwa West, LGA respectively.

Those who accompanied the
team on the visit include the
Deputy Speaker, Delta State
House of Assembly, OchorOchor
Christopher; Director of Protocol,
Government House, Ifeanyi
Egboigbe, PDP candidate for
House of Representatives,
Ndokwa constituency; and
Nnamdi Chairman, Oshimili
South Local Government Area,
Kelvin Obi Ezenyili.

Others are  Commissioner for
Humanitarian and Community
Support Services, Dr. Darlington
Ijeh; Commissioner for Youth,
Ifeanyi Egwuwenyenga; PDP
House of Assembly candidate for
Ndokwa East, Prince Emeka
Osamota; Delta State House of
Assembly candidate for Oshimili
South, Bridget Ayafulu, among
others.
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I, formerly known and  addressed
as OBI  LYNDAH   NJIDEKA,
now wish to be known  and
addressed as IKEM  OBIAJULU
LYNDAH   NJIDEKA.  All former
documents remain valid. The
general public should please take
note.

I, formerly known and  addressed
as MISS  OTUNEME
NKECHINYERE  SARAH,  now
wish to be known  and addressed
as  MRS.  IVAN
NKECHINYERE  SARAH.  All
former documents remain valid.
The general public should please
take note.

This is to confirm that my name
was wrongly captured as YUSUF
KAFAYAT  TAYO  instead of my
correct name as KAFAYAT
OMOTAYO  SAKA .  All former
documents remain valid. The
general public should please take
note.

I, formerly known as MISS. USEH
EDIDIONG    SUNDAY,  Now
wish to be known, called and
addressed as MRS EGBEHI
EDIDIONG. Documents bearing
my former name remain valid. 
General public take note.

My Correct Name Is Ofodile Anulika
Joy Eucharia As It Is In My Nin. My
Name Appear In My Bvn As Ofodile
Eucharia Anulika And In My
Account As Ofodile Anulika
Eucharia. I Now Wish To Correct The
Names In My Bvn/Account As
Ofodile Anulika Joy Eucharia. All
Documents Bearing Any Of The
Names Remain Valid. General Public
Take Note.

I, formerly known as ADAEZE
PRECIOUS IFEYINWA
IGARANCHI which is on my
BVN/Account. Now wish to be
known as FREEMAN PRECIOUS
IFEYINWA as it is in my NIN. All
documents bearing my former name
remain valid. General public take
note.

I, AKITI STANLEY EVI wish to confirm that my wife EVI
JUDITH NGOZI, My Children EVI OREVAOGHENE MALVIN
(male),EVI OGHENEMARO NATHAN (male) and EVI
EWOMAZINO  AMARI (female) all bear my name EVI as their
Surname while I bear my father’s name AKITI. I affirm that EVI
is their Surname and is as a result of my decision. All documents
bearing their names remain valid. General public take note.

I, formerly known as OJO
AYODEJI  EMMANUEL, Now
wish to be known, called and
addressed as EMMANUEL-OJO
AYODEJI  EMMANUEL.
Documents bearing my former name
remain valid.  General public take
note.

I formerly known as Miss
Iyobo Ogunbor now wishes
to be known as Mrs. Iyobo
Ogunbor Innih. Nosak Group
and general public should take
note.

I, formerly known as Blessing
Chinyere Nwogu , Now wish
to be known, called and
addressed as Blessing Chinyere
Lando. Documents bearing my
former name remain valid. 
General public take note.

This is to certify that the names
ONINI ABUBAKAR TIMIPA,
ABUBAKAR TIMIPA ONINI and
ABUBAKAR ONINI as seen in my
documents refer to one and same me. I
now wish to be known and
addressed as ONINI ABUBAKAR
TIMIPA. All former documents remain
valid. General public please take
note.

I, formerly known and
addressed as Miss
OKEREAFOR JULIET
CHIGAEKWE now wish to be
known and addressed as Mrs.
EKE JULIET CHIGAEKWE.
All former documents remain
valid. General public please
take note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed
As MISS NDIFE CYNTHIA
CHIZOBAM, Now Wish To Be
Known And Addressed As MRS
ADUAKA CYNTHIA
CHIZOBAM. All Former
Documents Remain Valid. General
Public Please Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed
As KOKWELU BRIDGET
NWAMAKA,  Now Wish To Be
Known And Addressed As
NJELITA   BRIDGET
NWAMAKA. All Former
Documents Remain Valid. General
Public Please Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed
As MISS  OBIECHINA  CHISOM
EVELYN And MISS OBIECHINA
EVELYN CHISOM, Now Wish
To Be Known And Addressed As
MRS OMENOGOR CHISOM
EVELYN. All Former Documents
Remain Valid. General Public
Please Take Note.

I, formerly known and  addressed
as Victor, Ubong  Joseph,  now
wish to be known  and addressed
as Effiom   Ubong  Victor.  All
former documents remain valid.
The general public should please
take note.

I, formerly known and
addressed as  CHIGEMEZU
NWOBI, now wish to be known
and addressed as CHIGEMEZU
KALU. All former documents
remain valid. General public
please take note.

I, formerly known and addressed
as  ADJECHAMUPHE VICTOR,
ADJECHAMUPHE VICTOR
OGHENEVWARGE, now wish to
be known and addressed as
ADJECHAMUPHE VICTOR
OGHENEVWARHE. All former
documents remain valid. General
public please take note.

I, formerly known and  addressed
as OEW  AGHOGHO,  now wish
to be known  and addressed as
OWHE  HAPPY  AGHOGHO .
All former documents remain valid.
The general public should please
take note.

I, formerly known and addressed
as MISS. AJIBOYE
MODUPEOLA     JULIANAH
now wish to be known and
addressed as MRS. AYORINDE
MODUPEOLA      JULIANAH. all
former documents remain valid,
General public, Bank and authority
concern should take note.

I, formerly known and called
as Ajah Esther Awa now wish
to be known and addressed as
Mrs. Mayor Esther Ajah. All
former documents remains
valid, any authority it may
concern and the general public
to take note

I, Formerly known and
addressed as Miss Embelegha
Blessing now wish to be known
and addressed as Mrs Blessing
Fini-Ere Embelegha Johnny.
All former documents remain
valid. General public take note.

I, Formerly known and
addressed as Miss Onome
Shulammite now wish to be
known and addressed as Mrs
Samson Ononeme
Shulammite. All former
documents remain valid.
General public take note.

I formerly known and
addressed as,       Lawan
Destiny     Friday,   now wish
to be known and addressed  as,
Abibu     Destiny     Abukadiri,
all former document remains
valid, general public take note.

This to confirmed that,    Ekoja
Victor     Joseph,  and,    Ekoja
Joseph     Victor,  is one and
the same person, but
henceforth, now wish to be
known and addressed  as,
Ekoja     John     Victor,  all
former documents remains
valid, general public take note.

I formerly known and
addressed as,         Abdulwahab
Abdulwahab      Fedinald,   now
wish to be known and addressed
as,    Emokpaire      Abdulwahab
Fedinald,  all former document
remains valid, general public
take note.

I,formerly known and
addressed as EBOJI NWAKA
MARIA, now wish to be known
and addressed as  NWAKA
MARIA. All former document
remain valid. Banks, concerned
authorities and general public
should please take note.

I was formerly known, called and
addressed as MISS CHUKWUMA
ISTANI CHRISTIANA Now wish to
be known, called and addressed as
MRS ADOLE ISTANI
CHRISTIANA. All former document
remain valid. Banks, concerned
authorities, and the general public
should please take note.

I, formerly known and addressed
as ABU CLEMENTINA    AJOKE
, now wish to  be known and
addressed as OKONMAH
CLEMENTINA  . All former
document remain valid. Banks,
concerned  authorities and general
public should please take note.

I formerly known and
addressed as Miss  Okorafor
Chidera Vivian,   now wish to
be known and addressed  as
Mrs Onuoha Chidera Vivian ,
all former document remains
valid, general public take note.

I, Ogiemwonyi Osatohanmwen
Ikponmwosa am the same person
as Ogiemwonyi Osato. I now wish
to be called Ogiemwonyi
Osatohanmwen Ikponmwosa. All
former documents remain valid.
Concerned Authorities and the
general public should please take
note.

I formerly known and
addressed as Miss Urekhakhare
OSARIEMEN Gift,   now wish
to be known and addressed  as
Mrs Irabor-Edetanlen
OSARIEMEN Gift,  all former
document remains valid,
general public take note.

I, Formerly known and
addressed as : Miss Ekome
Nonso, Now wish to be known
and addressed as: Mrs Clifford
Nonso Mercy. All former
documents remain valid
general public please take note.

I, Formerly known and
addressed as : Chukwuneku
Chukwudi Godday, Now wish to
be known and addressed as:
Chukuneku Chukudi Godday.
All former documents remain
valid general public please take
note.

I FORMERLY KNOWN  AS
MRS.OSAROBO ADESUWA
ITOHAN  NOW WISH TO BE
KNOWN CALLED AND
ADDRESSED AS MRS.
A I G B O G U N - O S A R O B O
ADESUWA ITOHAN. ALL
FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN
VALID GENERAL PUBLIC AND
AUTHORITY CONCERNED
PLEASE  TAKE NOTE.

I FORMERLY KNOWN CALLED
AND ADDRESSED AS MISS.
OSAYANDE OSAS BLESSING.
NOW WISH TO BE KNOWN
CALLED AND ADDRESSED AS
MRS. EGHAREVBA ODAS
BLESSING. FORMER
DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID
GENERAL PUBLIC TAKE NOTE.

I FORMERLY KNOWN CALLED
AND ADDRESSED AS MISS. OJO
OSARIEMEN. NOW WISH TO BE
KNOWN CALLED AND
ADDRESSED AS MRS. EGHOSA
OSARIEMEN. FORMER
DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID
GENERAL PUBLIC TAKE NOTE.

I formerly known and addressed  as
IKERI PEACE
CHINANSAOKWU Now wish to
be known and addressed  as
LUGARD PEACE
CHINANSAOKWU. All former
documents remain valid, The
general public and authority
concerned please  take note

I formerly known and
addressed as ONYINYE
PRECIOUS JOHN-NWOSU
henceforth wish to be known
and addressed as ONYINYE
PRECIOUS OBOLO. All
former documents remain
valid, general public please
take note.

I, Formerly known and
addressed as Alasa Aisha
Ochuwa, Now wish to be
known and addressed as Tella
Aisha Ochuwa. All former
documents remain valid
general public please take note.

I, Formerly known and
addressed as Miss Ngozi
Deborah Konyeme, Now wish
to be known and addressed as
Mrs Ngozi Deborah Konyeme-
Ogbuebunu. All former
documents remain valid
general public please take note.

I, Formerly known and
addressed as SANUSI   PHEBE
MOTOLANI Now wish to be
known and addressed as
SANUSI PHEBE
AYOKUNMI. All former
documents remain valid.
Schools,banks, organisations
and the public please take note.

I formerly known and
addressed as MISS. IHEKE,
AMARACHI NANCY. Now
wish to be known and addressed
as MRS. GIDEON,
AMARACHI NANCY. All
former document remain Valid.
General public please take
note.

I, formerly known and
addressed as MISS
ORUARUME, TOBORE now
wish to be known and addressed
as MRS. OKOTIE, TOBORE.
All former documents remain
valid. General public please
take note.

I, formerly known and
addressed as Adamu Adams
Samiu, now wish to be known
and addressed as Iroguosa
Adams Samiu . All former
documents remain valid.
General public please take
note.

I, formerly known as MISS
COUSIN  KESIENA
NATASHA now wish to be
known and addressed as MRS
EJIMA COUSIN NATASHA.
All former documents remain
valid. General public, please
take note.

I, formerly known as MISS
BLESSING ONAH now wish to
be known and addressed as MRS
BLESSING OGBONNAYA. All
former documents remain
valid. General public, please
take note.

I, formerly known and
addressed as MRS ISHOLA
ADEBIMPE ABOSEDE now
wish to be known and addressed
as MRS PIUS ADEBIMPE
ABOSEDE . All former
documents remain valid.
General  public please take
note.

l ,  NTIENSE AKPAN UDO
BASSEY and 
NTIENSEJEHOVAH AKPAN
UDO BASSEY is one and the same
person. But now wish to be known
and addressed as
NTIENSEJEHOVAH AKPAN
UDO BASSEY. All former
documents remain valid. General
Public, please take note. 

I, formerly known as  EDO
OGHENEKOMENO BOYE,
now wish to be known and
addressed as 
OGHENEKOMENO EDO-
BOYE. All documents bearing
my former name remain
valid.  The general public
please take note.

That ZUOKUMOR
GAFEMOERE and ZUOKUMOR 
PATIENCE GAFEMOERE. are
one and same person. Now wish to
be known and addressed as
ZUOKUMOR PATIENCE
GAFEMOERE. All former
documents remain valid general
public please take note.

I Formerly known and
addressed as DAVID EFE
GODWILL  Now wish to be
known and addressed as 
GODWIN DAVID  EFE. All
former documents remain
valid general public please take
note.

I Formerly known and
addressed as, MISS. OJUGBELI
kATE, Now wish to be known
and addressed as, MRS
DIBIEOGU UWADIA 
KATE,.  All former documents
remain valid general public
please take note. 

I Formerly known and
addressed as EMMANUEL
BLESSING DORIS.  Now wish
to be known and addressed as
OBOKARE DORIS.  All
former documents remain
valid general public please take
note.

That I wish. To add my middle
name. EYITEMI.  to my BVN
details to now reflect as
ENEMIKU.  JUDITH. 
EYITEMI.  That my correct
name is ENEMIKU. JUDITH.
EYITEMI. All former
documents remain valid
general public please take note

I, Formerly known and addressed
as CHIDUBEM 
M A K U O C H U K W U  
MARYCYNTHIA.  Now wish to
be known and addressed as
OVIEBA  MAKUOCHUKWU
MARYCYNTHIA. All former
documents remain valid general
public please take note 

I Formerly known and
addressed as  ALAKPABIRI.
KEVIN.  EZIBO.    Now wish
to be known and addressed as.
ALAKPABIRI. KELVIN 
EMIZIBO. All former
documents remain valid
general public please take
note.   

I, Formerly known and
addressed as BOTU JESSICA 
PEREMOBOERE Now wish to
be known and addressed as
ASHIMA JESSICA
PEREMOBOERE. All former
documents remain valid
general public please take note

I, formerly known,call and
addressed as.MISS. SHALOKPE 
AKPEVWE SANDRA but,now
wish to be known,call and address
as.MRS. ITIOWE AKPEVWE.
SANDRA..  All documents
bearing former names remain valid.
General public,  please take note.
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Delta monarch
calls for
suspension
of funding
for NDDC

By Ozioruva Aliu

BENIN CITY—THE
Paramount Ruler of Idjerhe

Kingdom of Delta State, His
Majesty, King Obukowho
Monday . A. Whiskey, Udurhie I
has called for the suspension of
the funding of the Niger Delta
Development Commission,
NDDC.

Besides, he called on the
federal government to sue its
Cameroun counterpart over the
flooding across the country as a
result of the  opening its dam
even as he said the Minister of
Niger Delta, Umana Umana is
not doing enough for the people
he is representing.

Speaking to journalists from
Benin City in his palace yesterday,
Whiskey said “It is unfortunate
that three years after names for
the NDDC board were sent to
the senate and screened, and
from that time till now, over N700
billion has been allocated to the
NDDC for developmental
purposes. The question to be
asked is where are they carrying
out this development?
Contractors are dying, they are
not being paid, NDDC is being
run like a private empire, from
interim management committee
we have now moved to a stage of
sole administrator and we have
thought that with the changing
of the former minister and coming
in of Umana Umana, that he
should not have wasted time to
inaugurate the board but rather
than carry out that sole
responsibility, what we are seeing
now is not what we bargained
for.

“I want to say that for the
federal government to prove to
our people that they are not the
one encouraging the illegality
that is on-going in the NDDC,
all further funding of the NDDC
should be stopped except only for
the payment of staff salaries.”

On the flood, the traditional
ruler said "As I speak, over 15
kingdoms in Delta State and
Palaces have been taken over by
flood. Royal fathers are relocating
from Kingdoms and their palaces.
And yet there is no headway or
support from anywhere."

Why we‘re no longer interested
In Kogi land —BUA

BUA HAS  given
insight why it  has
withdrawn its

interest in the 50,000
hectares of land in Kogi
State, saying land fails
to meet its intended
purposes.

This followed the
threat by the Kogi State
Assembly to revoke the
Certificate of Occupancy
on the land allocated to
the company for
investment purposes in
2012 for non-payment of
compensation.

A statement by the
company disclosed that
since the Kogi State
invited BUA to invest in
2012, there has been no
visible effort by the state
and successive
governments to address
the issues of access to
the land that will enable
BUA to utilize the land
for its intended purpose.

BUA lamented the
land is only accessible
by water without any
enabling infrastructure.

The statement also
disclosed that there
have been recurring
security challenges
around the area over the
years after the initial
indication of interest and
granting of the
Certificate of Occupancy
noting that the security

of its investment as well
as staff is paramount.

Furthermore, the
statement noted that the
feasibility study
conducted on the land
revealed that only about
30 percent of the entire
land mass was suitable
for investment while the
rest consisted of rocky,
hilly, and undiluted areas
which are not suitable for
its intended purpose.

The company however
stated that the Kogi
Government may revoke
the CofO of the land if it
so wishes as if BUA had
“decided to proceed with
the proposed project,
BUA would be very
happy to pay all dues and
necessary compensation
to the state and other
stakeholders in line with
our obligation. This is
because as a responsible
organization, we believe
in the principles of equity,
sustainable business
practices, and fairness.
That has been the
hallmark of our
operations and
engagement with
communities and
governments everywhere
we operate.”

OKOLO

I, formerly known and addressed Miss 

EJIKE MARYROSE CHICHEBE 

now wish to be known and addressed

as Mrs OKOLO MARYROSE 

CHICHEBE. All former documents

remain valid. General public please

take note.

OT

AH

BI

ON

CHIBUZO

NKEM

I formerly known as Chibuzo

Nkiru Chikezie, now wish to be

known and addressed as Nkem-

Akahara Chikezie Chibuzo

Nkiru. All former documents

remain valid any authority it

may concern and general public

to take note.

I formerly known as Nkem
Akahara valentine
chimbuikem, now wish to be
known and addressed as Nkem-
Akahara Valentine
chimbuikem. All former
documents remain valid any
authority it may concern and
general public to take note.

EFOSA

I formerly known and called

Michael Efosa Omo-Ekhaese

and Efosa Omo-Ekhaese

wishes to be known and called

Michael Efosa Omobude. All

previous documents remain

valid.  general public take note.

ORINYA

I formerly known and called

OCHEME   MONDAY

ORINYA wishes to be known

and called ORINYA

MONDAY. All previous

documents remain valid.

general public take note.

EZIMAKO

UWAOMA

NWOGU

IDASE

BENNI

PAUL

Y

AKPORE

CHANGE OF NAME

AKPOYIBO

EMESE

OKUNBOR

UDO

IHIERI

GODWINUGBOWA

BENJAMIN ABOLODJE

OLAYIWOLA

KILASO

ADUBA

EJINYERE

AGBODUROJAIYE

URUIGWE

OBIEKWE

MIEBIGHA

ODIGIE

OMOJUYIGBE

DADA

OKOH

NWOBIOKEREKE

I, formerly known and addressed

as  DUROJAIYE ABIGEAL

LATIFAT. Now wish to be

known and addressed as

ADEWALE ABIGEAL

ABISOLA. All former

documents remain valid,

general public please take note.

OB

MOKOBIAEGWU

EWEKA

ILERUNWA

AMARACHI AGU AMEH

ASHOGBAMADUKASI

I, formerly known and
addressed  as AGBO  JVONNE
U Z O A M A K A
OGECHUKWU  but now wish
to be known and addressed as 
AGBO DORIS UZOAMAKA,
All former documents remain
valid,  Bank and general
public take note.

We, formerly known and addressed as Lilian Chiamaka

Obiekwe, Michael Oluebube Obiekwe, Zureil Chimdubem

Obiekwe. Now wish to be known and addressed as Lilian

Chiamaka Onyekachukwu, Michael Oluebube

Onyekachukwu, Zureil Chimdubem Onyekachukwu. All

former documents remain valid. General public please take

note.

I, formerly known and
addressed as  Mfon Peter
Udo. Now wish to be known
and addressed as Mrs Mfon
Imoh Etim. All former
documents remain valid,
general public please take
note.

I, formerly known and ad-

dressed as Miss Akpoyibo

Racheal, now wish to be

known and addressed as Mrs

Omaterie Rachael. All former

documents remain valid. The

general public should please

take note.

I, formerly known and addressed

as URUIGWE RUTH

MMESOMA, now wish to be

known and addressed as

URUIGWE RUTH

CHIDUBEM. All former

documents remain valid,

general public take note.

I, formerly known and addressed as

N W O B I O K E R E K E

CHINYERECHIDI INNOCENTIA,

now wish to be known and

addressed as NWOBIOKEREKE

INNOCENTIA CHINYERECHIDI.

All former documents remain valid,

general public take note.

I, formerly known and addressed

as IHIERI IMMACULATA

CHUKWU, now wish to be

known and addressed as OBASI

IMMACULATA CHUKWU. All

former documents remain valid,

general public take note.

I, formerly known and

addressed as OMOJUYIGBE

FUNMI RUTH, now wish to

be known and addressed as

UGORJI FUNMI RUTH. All

former documents remain

valid, general public take note.

I, formerly known and

addressed as BENJAMIN

DELIGHT CHIMAMAKA,

now wish to be known and

addressed as WILLIAMS

DELIGHT CHIMAMAKA.

All former documents remain

valid, general public take note.

I, formerly known and addressed as

MISS BENEDICTA

OMAMUROMU ABOLODJE, now

wish to be known and addressed as

MRS BENEDICTA 

OMAMUROMU ABOLODJE

FOVIE. All former documents remain

valid, general public take note.

I, formerly known and addressed

as UGBOWA  ROSEMARY,

now wish to be known and

addressed as UGBOWA

ROSEMARY ENAKENO. All

former documents remain

valid, general public take note.

I, formerly known and

addressed as GODWIN

KIOTONYE, now wish to be

known and addressed as

GODDEY IKIOTONYE. All

former documents remain

valid, general public take note.

I, formerly known and addressed

as TONLAGHA MIEBIGHA,

now wish to be known and

addressed as TONLAGHA

CYNTHIA EBI. All former

documents remain valid,

general public take note.

I, formerly known and

addressed as MISS ODIGIE

OMOSEFE LILIAN, now wish

to be known and addressed as

MRS TOLUHI OMOSEFE

LILIAN. All former documents

remain valid, general public

take note.

I, formerly known and

addressed as Miss KILASO

KABIRAT OLUWAKEMI,

now wish to be known and

addressed as MRS. AGBOH

KABIRAT OLUWAKEMI. All

former documents remain

valid, general public take note.

I, formerly known and addressed

as Olayiwola Bilikisu Tope,

now wish to be known and

addressed as Obodogho Bilikisu

Tope. All former documents

remain valid, general public

take note.

I, formerly known and addressed as

MISS EJINYERE

OGHENERUKEVWE JENNIFER,

now wish to be known and

addressed as MRS. UGBOKODO

OGHENERUKEVWE JENNIFER.

All former documents remain valid,

general public take note.

I, formerly known and addressed as

ADUBA  NEE UGBAH

ANTHONIA, now wish to be known

and addressed as ADUBA

ANTHONIA ONYEBUCHI. All

former documents remain valid,

TRUST FUND PENSION LTD. and

general public take note.

I, formerly known and

addressed as OKUNBOR

GRACE ABIEYUWA, now

wish to be known and addressed

as OKUNBOR ABIEYUWA.

All former documents remain

valid, general public take note.

I, formerly known and
addressed as DADA NEE
OKWUMA RITA CHINEZE,
now wish to be known and
addressed as DADA CHINEZE
RITA. All former documents
remain valid, TRUST FUND
PENSION LTD and general
public take note.

I, formerly known and addressed as

EWEKA ENDURANCE

OSAYIMWENSE, now wish to be

known and addressed as

IGBINEZAKA ENDURANCE

OSAYIMWENSE. All former

documents remain valid, general

public take note.

I, formerly known, addressed and

called ASHOGBA ESTHER and I am

also known, addressed and called

JAMES ESEOGHENE now wish to

be known, addressed as MRS

EWEKA-JAMES ESEOGHENE

henceforth. All former documents

remain valid, general public take note.

I, formerly known and

addressed as MADUKASI 

 EDMOND     CHISO.M, now

wish to be known and addressed

as MADUKASI   

EDMOND JAMES. All former

documents remain valid,

general public take note.

I, formerly known and
addressed as AMARACHI
ADAMMA, now wish to be
known and addressed as
CHIBUZOR ADAMMA.
All former documents remain
valid, general public take
note.

I, formerly known and

addressed as Miss Agu Alice

Ogeisi now wish to be known

and addressed as Mrs Johnson

Alice Ogeisi. All former

documents remain valid.

General public take note.

I, formerly known as AMEH

FRIDAY. Now wish to be

Known, called and addressed as

JOSEPH FRIDAY. All former

documents remain valid.

Concerned Authorities, Banks,

NIN and General public should

please take note.

I, formerly known as EGWU
CHUKWUEMEKA SUCCESS.
Now wish to be Known, called
and addressed as IFEANYI
CHUKWUEMEKA SUCCESS.
All former documents remain
valid. Concerned Authorities,
Banks, NIN and General public
should please take note.

I, formerly known and addressed as

MOKOBIA JOY ANWULI, now

wish to be known and addressed as

ANIE JOY ANWULI

MOKOBIA. All former documents

remain valid, general public take

note.

I, FORMERLY KNOWN AND

ADDRESSED AS MISS.

ILERUNWA ESTHER NOW WISH

TO BE ADDRESS AS MRS.

ADEBAYO ESTHER. ALL

FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN

VALID. CONCERN

AUTHORITIES AND GENERAL

PUBLIC TAKE NOTE.

I, FORMERLY KNOWN AND

ADDRESSED AS EMESE

EGUONO, NOW WISH TO BE

KNOWN AND ADDRESSED AS

UWUGIAREN OSARO EGUONO.

ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS

REMAIN VALID. GENERAL

PUBLIC TAKE NOTE.

I, formerly known and
addressed as OKOH
BLESSING, now wish to be
known and addressed as
OKORO BENEDICTA
BLESSING. All former
documents remain valid,
general public take note.

I FORMERLY KNOWN AND

ADDRESSED AS MISS EZIMAKO

LINDA NKEIRUKA NOW WISH TO

BE KNOWN AND ADDRESSED AS

MRS AZUBUIKE LINDA

NKEIRUKA ALL FORMER

DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID

GENERAL PUBLIC TAKE NOTE.

I formerly known and addressed

as  MISS NWOGU SILVER

UGONMA now wish to be

known and addressed as MRS

OBI KINGSLEY SILVER

UGONMA. Former documents

remain valid. General public

take note.

I FORMERLY KNOWN AND

ADDRESSED AS MISS UWAOMA

UDOKA SALVATION NOW WISH

TO BE KNOWN AND ADDRESSED

AS MRS ASIKA UDOKA

SALVATION ALL FORMER

DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID

GENERAL PUBLIC TAKE NOTE.

I, FORMERLY KNOWN AND
ADDRESSED AS OGUZIEH PAUL
CONFIDENCE NGOZI AND
CHUKWU NGOZI CONFIDENCE
NOW WISH TO BE KNOWN AND
ADDRESSED AS OGUZIE PAUL
CONFIDENCE. ALL FORMER
DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID.
GENERAL PUBLIC PLEASE TAKE
NOTE. 

That IDASE AUSTINE MARO

& MONDAY IDASE are same

and one person but now wish to

be addressed as IDASE

AUSTINE MARO all formal

documents remains valid general

public whom it may concern

take note

I formerly known as ERHIURHORE

OGHENEOCHUKO BENNI now

wish to be known and addressed as

ERHIURHORE BENJAMIN

OGHENEOCHUKO. All former

documents remain valid any authority

it may concern and general public to

take note.

I formerly known as MISS AKPORE

EWOMA FLORENCE now wish to

be known and addressed as MRS

GOVERNOR EWOMA

FLORENCE. All former documents

remain valid any authority it may

concern and general public to take

note.

ANABEL

OSUAGWU

ESE

OROBOKO

I FORMERLY KNOWN AND

ADDRESSED AS MISS OSUAGWU

MERCY CHIDIMMA NOW WISH TO

BE KNOWN AND ADDRESSED AS

MRS ABAZIE MERCY CHIDIMMA

ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS

REMAIN VALID GENERAL

PUBLIC TAKE NOTE.

I formally known as MISS.

O C H O N O G O R

CHUKWUNAZOM ANABEL

but wish to be addressed as MRS.

CHUKWU CHUKWUNAZOM

ANABEL all formal documents

remains valid general public

whom it may concern take note

I formerly known as

IDOGHOR ESE now wish to be

known and addressed as

AJEHAIHEZOR ESEOGHENE

GIFT. All former documents

remain valid any authority it

may concern and general public

to take note.

These names OROBOKO MATHAIS

and OROBOKO MATHEAS belongs

to the same person but now wish to

be known and addressed as EFEDUA

MATHIAS OGHENEVWAIRE. All

former documents remain valid any

authority it may concern and general

public to take note.
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Special athletes
clash with
police in Lagos
•National Council on Sports
excludes ‘em from Sports festival

Physically challenged athletes
protested the decision by the
Federal Ministry of Sports to

remove  special sports from the
forthcoming National Sports Festival in
Delta State next month.

As early as 7.30 in the morning, the
protesting athletes blocked all entrances
to the National Stadium and the entire
Western Avenue, Surulere Lagos, thereby
causing traffic gridlock on both sides of
the Lagos/Ikorodu Road.

The situation became ugly when men
of the Nigeria Police from Area C were
drafted to the scene to restore normalcy.
The Policemen succeeded in dispersing
the protesting athletes. Some who
proved stubborn were arrested.

However, in a swift reaction to the
situation, Senior Special Adviser on
Sports to the Lagos State Governor,
Adeboye Anthony Adeyinka and the
Chairman of Surulere Local Government
Sulaiman Yusuf intervened and made
sure the arrested athletes regained their
freedom. Both men addressed the
athletes, assuring them that their protest

was noted and same would be
forwarded to relevant authorities.

However, the National Council
on Sports stuck to its guns,
insisting that there will be no para-
sports in the forthcoming
National Sports Festival
in Delta. Rising from
its meeting
yesterday, the NCS
listed cricket as one
of the sports to feature
at the Festival while Mixed Martial
Arts, Netball and Neqball will be
demonstration Sports in Delta 2022.

Meanwhile, in its reaction, the
Ministry of Sports issued a statement
which reads in part: “It is important
to state that the Federal Government,
through the Federal Ministry of
Youth and Sports Development,
after much deliberations and
planning approved the following:

1) Setting up of a special
Department for Para Sports in the
Ministry.

Xavi admits he faces
sack at Barcelona if...

Barcelona manager Xavi claims he will be axed and
replaced by a new coach if their expensive summer

business doesn’t bring trophies this season.
Xavi was afforded almost £150million worth of new

signings by Barca’s hierarchy in the summer; with the
arrival of Robert Lewandowski, Jules Kounde, Raphinha,
Andreas Christensen and Franck Kessie dramatically
lifting expectations at the club.

Yet so far this season the Catalans have failed to live up
to the hype, losing two of their first four Champions
League games to leave themselves on the brink of a group-
stage exit while also suffering defeat in Sunday’s El

Clasico against Real Madrid.
The pressure is mounting on Xavi to get

his new-look squad competing for
silverware, and the legendary former
Barca midfielder admits his head is
on the chopping block.

‘With the effort made by the club and
the squad we have, we have to

compete for trophies,’ he said at
his press conference ahead of
today’s clash with Villarreal.

‘And if we don’t win, as the
president said, there will be
consequences, starting with
me.

‘If we don’t win, another
coach will come in. But I am
going to give everything so
that this works.’

Despite the current
question marks surrounding
them, Xavi’s side are still
only three points behind
LaLiga leaders Real and a
title triumph is therefore
well within reach this term.President of the Nigeria

Football Federation, Alhaji
Ibrahim Musa Gusau will on
Friday inaugurate the Interim
Management Committee of the
Nigeria Professional Football
League (NPFL) as composed by the
Hon. Minister of Youth and Sports
Development, Mr. Sunday Dare on
behalf of the Federal Government.

In a press statement
announcing the
composition of the IMC, the
Youth and Sports
Development Ministry stated that the move was “in line with
the 10-year Football Masterplan as approved by President
Muhammadu Buhari towards the revitalization of the
Domestic League” and that the IMC would be in place to
“oversee the affairs of the League until a proper professional
League Board is put in place statutorily.”

•Gusau

•Xavi

Arsenal will ‘cookie crumble’
after Christmas — Pennant
Arsenal will ‘cookie crumble’
after Christmas — Pennant

Arsenal will ‘cookie crumble’ after
Christmas despite their strong start to the

season under Mikel Arteta, says former Gunners
winger Jermaine Pennant.

The north London club sit four points clear at
the top of the Premier League after ten games,
having claimed nine victories and suffered defeat
on just one occasion.

Their impressive early form has raised
optimism that a title challenge could be on the
cards at the Emirates - but Pennant thinks
otherwise. The 39-year-old, who made 26
appearances in his six-year spell at Arsenal,
instead expects his old side to collapse later
in the season like they did last term.

During an appearance on talkSPORT,
Pennant said: ‘I think that Arsenal, after
Christmas, will cookie crumble like they did the
year before to drop out of the Champions League
spots. ‘I’m gonna get criticised and battered by
Arsenal fans being an ex-Gooner!’

He later added: ‘What Arteta has done at
Arsenal, where they were two, three seasons ago
and what they are doing now, is absolutely
amazing.

•Arteta

•Saka

CAF Women Champions League:

Winners to take home
N174.5m
•First runners-up to get N109m

After lengthy
deliberations, the

Confederation of African
Football( CAF) has finally
announced the prize money
for the participating teams in
the 2022 Women’s
Champions League.

The monetary reward for
the competition has
generated a lot of issues as
the participating teams in the

maiden edition got nothing
for taking part and that has
called for many questions
among football stakeholders
across the continent.

The football body on
Wednesday afternoon
announced that the winner
for the 2022 edition will get
$400,000 and the first
runners-up will earn
$250,000.

European Super
League is BACK!

THE NEW chief of the failed
European Super League has caused

uproar by predicting that it will relaunch
in 2024.

Controversial plans for a European
Super League first came to light in April
2021 until a backlash from fans quickly
put an end to the project.

All of the Premier League’s ‘Big Six’ –
Arsenal, Chelsea, Liverpool, Manchester
City, Manchester United and Tottenham
- pulled out of the original plans after
huge protests.

They were followed by Atletico Madrid,
Inter Milan and
AC Milan.

But rebel
clubs Real
M a d r i d ,
Barcelona and
Juventus have
a l w a y s
remained keen
on reviving the
failed plot.

European Super
League is BACK!

•Bernd

Akinwunmi, Aluko hail
Thunder Games
•BSA: Sport runs in the blood

•Seyi

The organisers of the
just concluded

Thunder Games
Volleyball competition
which took place in Lagos
are happy about the
overall success of the

event which was the
maiden edition.

A total of 14 teams
comprising six male and
eight female teams took
part in the Thunder
Games 2022, a national
Volleyball event,
organized by Lekki
Volleyball Club.

Two members of the
Lekki Volleyball team,
Banke Akinwunmi and
Sola Aluko have
expressed delight over
the outcome of the week-
long event that took place

between October 9 and 15
at the Teslim Balogun
Stadium, Surulere, Lagos.

Incidentally, Banke is
the daughter of the former
1st Vice President of the
Nigeria Football
Federation, Barrister
Seyi Akinwunmi and
rather than stage football,
she chose the spiking
game.

Moffi blow for Lorient

Ahead of the playoff rounds of the CAF Confederation Cup
playoffs round, the African soccer ruling body has released

the list of the approved stadiums for the games.
Two Nigeria clubs, Rivers United and Plateau United are

among the teams that will participate in the playoffs round.
Rivers United crashed out of the champions league after they

lost 7-2 on aggregate to the defending champions and Esperance
of Tunisia also got the better of Plateau United on away goal rule
after playing out a 2-2 draw on aggregate.

The football body listed 8 stadiums in Nigeria for the playoffs
including Adokiye Amasiamaka Stadium (Rivers United),
Mobolaji Johnson Arena, Lagos, MKO Abiola Stadium Abuja (
adopted home of Plateau United), Goodwill Akpabio Stadium,
Uyo, Enyimba International Stadium, Samuel Ogbemudia
Stadium, Benin City.

CAFCC Playoff round:

CAF approves Adokiye Amasiamaka
Stadium, 7 others in Nigeria

FC Lorient have confirmed that
Nigerian forward Terem Moffi is

suffering from a sprained ankle which
will keep him out of action for
‘a few days’.

Moffi fell badly on his ankle
during the first half of Lorient’s
clash against Reims on
Saturday and was replaced
shortly after.

And on Wednesday morning, FCL revealed on the club’s
official website that the Super Eagles ace would miss next
weekend’s trip to Troyes because of the injury.

The club failed to disclose the length of time Moffi will
be out of competitive action, stating that this would be
made public in the next few days.

Moffi has started the 2022-2023 league season on fire
after smashing eight goals for Lorient in Ligue 1.

Uzoho’s coach sacked

Neil Lennon has been sacked by Omonia Nicosia after
seven months in charge.

The Cypriot club currently sit seventh in the Division One
table after a 1-0 loss to Nea Salamis on Tuesday night.

Omonia also suffered successive defeats to Manchester
United in the Europa League recently, with the latest one
coming on Thursday.

‘We inform you that we have agreed with Neil Lennon to
stop our collaboration,’ the club
said in a statement on their
website. ‘Unfortunately, the
ongoing competitive instability
and the significant losses of
points in the championship are
the main reasons that made us
decide to end our partnership.

•Moffi

•Neil

NFF President,
Gusau, to inaugurate
NPFL’s IMC today

NFF President,
Gusau, to inaugurate
NPFL’s IMC today
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Sudoku

How to Play Sudoku
Place a number (1-9) in each blank cell. (No line can have two

of the same number).
Each row (nine lines from left to right), column, (also nine

lines from top to bottom) and 3 X 3 block within a bold block
(nine blocks) contains number from 1 through 9. This means
that no number can appear twice in any block, column or row.

No mathematics is involved – no adding, subtraction, division or
multiplication, just plain logic and your imagination.
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TODAY’S PUZZLE YESTERDAY’S  ANSWER

TODAY’S CROSSWORD YESTERDAY’S  SOLUTION
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QUICK CROSSWORD

ACROSS
7 Not to be endured (11)
8 Removal of abuses (6)
9 Alfresco meal (6)
10 Leeway (6)
12 Chess piece (6)
13 Automobile (3)
14 Fast, in musical terms (6)
16 Be adamant (6)
18 London's river (6)
20 Reach the destination (6)
22 Reasons for and against (4,3,4)

DOWN
1 Broad (4)
2 Mighty (6)
3 Spanish music (8)
4 Snare (4)
5 Counting-frame (6)
6 Hazardous (8)
11 Dirigibles (8)
12 Bandits (8)
15 Emblem (6)
17 Grief (6)
19 Kill (4)
21 Container for cut flowers (4)
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