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Obafemi Awolowo Future Leaders Fellowship programme
opens applications across Africa, diaspora

E Obafemi
Awolowo Founda-
tion has announced
the opening of ap-
plications for the

Obafemi Awolowo Future
Leaders  Fellowship  Pro-
gramme, a highly selective,
merit-based initiative in-

spired by the enduring legacy
of Chief Obafemi Awolowo,
SAN, GCFR (1909-1987).

The Fellowship, which re-
flects the Foundation’s com-
mitment to moving from
celebrating history to shap-
ing the future, is designed to
nurture a new generation of

ethical, visionary and impact-
driven leaders across Africa,
the Caribbean and the global
diaspora.

In a statement issued on
Sunday, the Foundation said
the Fellowship is open to
young people aged 20-35
and seeks to equip partici-

pants with the values, disci-
pline, knowledge and lead-
ership skills required to make
meaningful contributions to
society.

The Foundation recalled
that the initiative was first an-
nounced at the 2026 Obafemi
Awolowo Memorial Lecture

on March 6 and noted that
the Fellowship was inspired
by Chief Awolowo’s enduring
commitment to principled
governance, social justice
and human development
through education.

CONTINUES ON PAGE 4
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two-year-old girl is not a statistic. Her
name is Christianah Akanbi, and as
you read this, she is in a dense forest,
surrounded by heavily armed men
who have terrorised northern Nigeria
for a decade and have now brought their blood-

The Oyo terror attack

soaked industry into the South-West. When Com-
munity High School in Ahoro-Esinle and Yawota
Baptist Nursery and Primary School in Oriire,
Oyo State, were violently breached penultimate
Friday, 46 lives were severed from civilisation.
Seven teachers and 39 children were abducted.

One teacher has already been brutally beheaded.
His only crime was showing up to a rural class-
room to light a path out of poverty for Nigeria’s

children.

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

OYO ABDUCTION

Tinubu approves recruitment

of 1,000 forest guards

-Pg3

‘Deploys special rescue team -CoS, NSA, IGP, Defence Minister, others visit community
NUT declares strike in Oyo, holds nationwide solidarity rallies today -Makinde cautions
against protests, says public demonstrations could embolden kidnappers
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Chief of Staff to the President, Femi Gbajabiamila, consoling parents of the kidnapped students during the
Federal Government delegation’s visit to the affected communities in Oriire Local Government Area of Oyo
State on Sunday. Photo: Gbenga Olugbodi.

Chief of Staff to the President, Femi Gbajabiamila (right); Special Adviser to the President on Media and Public
Communication, Sunday Dare (left), and senator representing Oyo North Senatorial District, Senator Fatai
Buhari (second right), with family members of the beheaded teacher, during the visit. Photo: Gbenga Olughodi.

Cancer jab can

-Pg4

eradicate entire tumours
in patients, trial shows

NNPC generates N5trn
revenue as crude oil
output hits 1.68mbpd

Gbenga Hashim

-Pg23

emerges Accord Party
presidential candidate




2 NIGERIAN MON DAY
TRi BUNE # www.tribuneonlineng.com  EdNigerian Tribune [ @nigeriantribune Nigerian Tribune @ tribuneonlineng 1 JUNE, 2026

-\-'\.

o
7

/

Flling: | padens, Fatmst™

15 Lanre Awolokun Road
Gbagada Phase Il
Lagos
Telephone: +234 810-264-5136
Email: caflf@awoclowofoundation.org, awolowofoundation@yahoo.com

OBAFEMI AWOLOWOQ FUTURE LEADERS FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME

OPENS APPLICATIONS ACROSS AFRICA AND THE DIASPORA

Applications are now open for the
Obafemi Awolowo Future Leaders Fellowship Programme,
a highly selective, merit-based initiative inspired by the enduring legacy of
Chief Obafemi Awolowo, SAN, GCFR (1909-1987).

The programme is designed to nurture ethical and visionary young leaders aged
20-35 from Africa, the Caribbean, and the global diaspora, equipping them with
the values, discipline, and perspective required for impactful leadership.

The Fellowship will run for eight weeks, starting from October 4, 2026, with
sessions held, virtually, every Saturday from 6:00pm to 10:00pm (Nigeria Time,
WAT = UTC+1). Participants will engage in leadership development, personal
effectiveness training, mentorship, and collaborative learning.

Admission is strictly merit-based, with applicants required to submit a personal
statement and provide two referees.

Deadline: August 31, 2026
Apply via: https://obafemiawolowofoundation.com/future-leaders-fellowship/

For further information, please contact the Programme Coordinator via email:
oaflf@awolowofoundation.org, awolowofoundation@yahoo.com

Signed

J

Obafemi Awolowg Foundation
generating ideas for national development......
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Ovyo abduction: Tinubu approves 1,000 forest guards,
deploys special rescue team

By Soji Ajibola

E Federal Gov-
ernment said, on
Sunday, that it would
adopt kinetic and
non-kinetic  meas-

ures in securing the release
of the 45 kidnapped teach-
ers and pupils of public and
private schools in Ahoro Esi-
enle in Oriire Local Govern-
ment Area of Oyo State.

It equally approved the im-
mediate recruitment of 1,000
forest guards to strengthen
security in the communities.

It would be recalled that
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gunmen launched attacks on
the community, 17 days ago,
during which three persons
were killed, while 45 others
have been held captive.

The development has res-
ulted in the intervention of
both the Federal and Oyo
state governments.

A Federal Government
delegation led by the Chief
of Staff to President Bola
Tinubu, Honourable Femi
Gbajabiamila, on Sunday,
visited the parents of the
kidnapped pupils, as well the
families of the slain teachers
in Ahoro Esienle.
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The delegation included
the National Security Adviser
(NSA), Mallam Nuhu Ribadu;
the Inspector-General of
Police (IGP), Tunji Disu; the
Minister of Defence, General
Christopher Musa; and the
Special Adviser to the Pres-
ident on Media and Public

Communication, Sunday
Dare.
Gbajabiamila, who was

moved to tears while de-
livering the message of the
president, disclosed that gov-
ernment would adopt both
kinetic and non kinetic meas-
ures where necessary.
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He said: “Mr President has
been monitoring the trend
of the events relating to the
kidnapping of students and
teachers in Oriire Local Gov-
ernment.

“President Tinubu shares in
your grief. You are not alone
in the situation. The rest of
the country is with you.

“President Tinubu has ap-
proved the immediate re-
cruitment of 1,000 forest
rangers to secure the various
forest reserves in Oyo State.
The approval takes immedi-
ate effect.

“Also, your request on the

w

Federal Capital TerritoryFCT Minister, Nyesom Wike (right) in a handshake with the Rivers State APC governorship candidate, Kingsley Chinda, while the
governorship candidate of Action Alliance (AA), Ben Eke (first left), and others watch during a luncheon organised by the Rivers State Rainbow Coalition
in Port Harcourt, on Saturday, in honour of candidates participating in the forthcoming elections in the state.

NUT declares strike, plans nationwide solidarity rallies
over abducted Oyo teachers, students

-Makinde cautions against protests
-Says public demonstration could embolden kidnappers

From Bunmi Ishola and
Busola Oworu

THE Nigeria Union of Teachers
(NUT) has directed primary
and secondary school teach-
ers in Oyo State to embark
on an indefinite withdrawal
of services beginning from
today, following the contin-
ued captivity of teachers and
learners abducted in Oriire
Local Government Area of
the state.

In a statement issued on
Friday, by the union’s na-
tional leadership, the NUT
expressed concern and
sorrow over what it de-
scribed as the “horrifying,
inhumane and nightmarish”
conditions faced by the ab-
ducted victims, who were
kidnapped from schools, on
May 15.

The statement was jointly
signed by the Secretary
General of the union, Audu
Titus Amba, and the Na-
tional President, Dr Clinton
J lkpitibo.

The union recalled its
earlier appeal to govern-
ment and security agencies
to ensure the swift rescue of
the victims, warning at the
time that teachers might
be forced to down tools if
the matter remained unre-
solved.

According to the NUT,

the prolonged detention of
the abducted teachers and
learners, coupled with uncer-
tainty surrounding their wel-
fare, has heightened anxiety
within the education com-
munity.

The union also mourned
colleagues killed during the
incident, describing their
death as gruesome and pain-
ful.

It further referenced emo-
tional appeals allegedly made
by a school principal and one
of the abducted teachers,
urging the Federal Govern-
ment, Oyo State government,
educational stakeholders and
Nigerians to intervene and
secure their release through
dialogue with their captors.

“The emotional plea high-
lights the difficult and inhu-
mane conditions they con-
tinue to endure in captivity,”
the statement noted.

As part of its response,
the NUT national leadership
announced that all teachers
in the state will suspend
classroom activities from
June 1 (today), until the ab-
ducted teachers and students
regain freedom.

Beyond the strike, the
union also ordered all state
wings nationwide to stage
solidarity rallies on Tuesday
(tomorrow), to demand the
unconditional release  of

the abducted teachers and
learners in Oyo and other
parts of the country.

The planned protests are
expected to terminate at
various government houses
across the federation, where
state union leaders will ad-
dress the media and call on
authorities to guarantee safer
and more secure learning en-
vironments.

The NUT reiterated its
solidarity with the victims
and their families, pledging
to continue pursuing lawful
means to ensure their safe
return.

Makinde cautions against
protests

Meanwhile, the state
governor, Seyi Makinde, has
appealed to residents, fam-
ilies and concerned citizens
to pray for the safe release
of the students and teach-
ers abducted in Oriire Local
Government Area, warning
that protests could embolden
their captors and undermine
ongoing rescue efforts.

The governor made the
appeal on Sunday while
speaking at the birthday
and retirement thanksgiv-
ing service of the outgoing
Head of Service (HoS), Mrs
Olubunmi Oni, held at the
Christ  Apostolic  Church
(CAC) Headquarters, Bas-

orun, Ibadan. The governor
said security agencies and
government authorities are
working tirelessly to ensure
the victims safe return.

Makinde noted that ban-
ditry and terrorism remain
major security challenges
across the country, stressing
that kidnappers should not
be given attention that could
embolden them.

“Our reality is that ban-
dits and terrorists are at our
doorstep. | want to encour-
age the family members of
the children and teachers
who were kidnapped,” he
said.

“This is not the time for
protests.  Terrorists and
bandits do not think like
normal people. If they did,
they would not be carry-
ing out such acts. Protests
at this moment may only
fuel their ego. We are do-
ing everything possible, and
this is the time for all of us
to work together rather
than apportion blame.”

The governor expressed
confidence that the victims
will be rescued, adding that
divine intervention is also
crucial.

“Only God can touch their
hearts. We are making every
effort to bring back our
children and their teachers
safely,” he said.

establishment of military
base in Oriire Local Govern-
ment is being noted by the
National Security Aduviser,
Nuhu Ribadu and the Minis-
ter of Defence, General Chris-
topher Musa.

“Besides, the request for
the perimeter fencing of vul-
nerable schools, especially
those that share boundary
with the forest reserves, will
be looked into.

“The development is giv-
ing President Tinubu sleep-
less nights, and that is why
he sent the powerful deleg-
ation.

“Mr President said | should
tell you that your children will
come back to you alive.”

Speaking in the same vein,
the NSA said no stone would
be left unturned at ensuring
the safety return of the stu-
dents and teachers.

“We share in your pains and
agonies. The perpetrators of
the dastardly act are evil. The
kidnapping of two-year-old
infant is nothing but evil.

“The Federal Government
will ensure that an end is
brought to the inglorious act
nationwide,” Ribadu said.

Also speaking, General
Musa called for the collabor-
ation of natives in bringing
an end to banditry and other
vices.

He said: “Like earlier said by
the Chief of Staff, President
Tinubu has approved the im-
mediate recruitment of 1,000
forest rangers in Oyo State.

“Also, other requests by
the people on security will be
looked into.”

Earlier in his address, the
Olugbon of Orile Igbon, Oba
Francis Alao, called for the es-
tablishment of a military base
in the area

Oba Alao said: “The kidnap-
pers are taking advantage of
the vast forest reserve in the
area to perpetrate evil.

“We need a military base in
Oriire. Also, the government
must do something about the
mobile network service in the
area”

Group wams against politicisation
of security challenges

A civic organisation, Demo-
cracy Watch Frontiers
(DWF), has condemned

what it described as oppos-
ition-sponsored protests
aimed at undermining the ad-
ministration of President Bola
Tinubu, saying such actions
amount to a cynical exploita-
tion of the suffering of victims
of insecurity.

In a statement issued in
Abuja, on Sunday, the group’s
Publicity Secretary, Danjuma
Ahmed, warned Nigerians
against attempts to manipulate
public opinion ahead of the
2027 general election through
misinformation and emotion-
ally charged narratives.

According to the organisa-
tion, certain political actors
are deliberately seeking to
discredit the government by
exploiting security challenges
and other national concerns
for partisan advantage.

DWF alleged that similar
tactics were employed during
previous election cycles, par-
ticularly in the lead-up to the
2015 general election, when
coordinated campaigns con-
tributed to negative percep-
tions of the administration of
former President Goodluck
Jonathan.

The group also criticised
reactions to recent security
incidents, including the ab-
duction of schoolchildren in
Oyo State, accusing critics of
using such tragedies to score
political points.

It further claimed that
several images and reports
circulating on social media
regarding security challenges
are either manipulated or
presented out of context, ur-
ging citizens to verify inform-
ation before sharing them.

“Terrorists all over the
world are known not only to

be heartless but often irra-
tional in their actions. How-
ever, opposition elements
are exploiting the situation
as usual. Most of the pictures
being circulated are manipu-
lated and completely false,”
the statement said.

DWF called on Nigerians
to remain calm and continue
supporting security agencies,
stressing that authorities
should remain focused on
rescue and recovery opera-
tions rather than political dis-
tractions.

The organisation also refer-
enced international reactions
to acts of political violence,
noting that democratic so-
cieties must reject violence,
regardless of political differ-
ences.

It stated that while peaceful
protests remain a legitimate
feature of democracy, they
should not be used as tools
for political destabilisation.

“We believe firmly that
protests are normal and are
to be expected in any demo-
cracy, provided they are not
sponsored by opposition
elements with subversive
motives and aimed at cre-
ating disaffection between
the citizenry and the govern-
ment,” the group said.

“That, unfortunately, is the
undercurrent we have no-
ticed in the so-called ‘mother
of all protests’ being organ-
ised to heat up the polity and
aggravate the pains of victims
of insecurity.”

It urged political stakehold-
ers to pursue their ambitions
through constructive demo-
cratic engagement rather
than divisive campaigns, em-
phasising that national unity,
peace, and stability should
take precedence over par-
tisan interests.
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

According to the Founda-
tion, young people across
Africa today face economic
uncertainty and deep so-
cial inequalities, yet remain
extraordinarily talented, in-
novative and globally con-

nected. What many require is
structured support, mentor-
ship and a value-based lead-
ership framework capable
of translating potential into
transformational impact.
The Foundation explained
that the Fellowship was
conceived to bridge that gap

by connecting Awolowo’s
leadership ideals with the
contemporary realities of
governance, public service,
entrepreneurship and social
development.

“The programme aims to
build a vibrant pan-African
network of future leaders

who embody integrity, ex-
cellence and service, while
fostering an alumni com-
munity that will continue
to grow in influence and
impact,” the statement said.

Participants will engage
in leadership development,
personal effectiveness train-
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From left, Leader of the Senate, Senator Opeyemi Bamidele; Ekiti State governor, Mr Biodun Oyabamiji; former President, Nigerian
Institution of Estate Surveyors and Valuers, Chief Victor Alonge and Chairman, Senate Committee on Local Content, Senator Thomas
Joel-Onowakpo, at the 60th anniversary and thanksgiving service of Honourable Folusho Bamidele, at Babamuboni Memorial Anglican
Church, lyin Ekiti, Ekiti State, on Sunday.

pSPI 2025 Ranking: Ogun emerges Nigeria’s
second best performing state

OGUN State has been ranked
as the second best-perform-
ing state in Nigeria in the
2025 State Performance In-
dex (pSPI) released by Phillips
Consulting, a development
that further underscores the
impact of Governor Dapo
Abiodun’s ISEYA develop-
ment agenda on the lives of
residents.

According to the report,
the state placed second na-
tionwide, behind only Lagos
State, in a comprehensive
assessment of governance,
economic performance, in-
frastructure  development
and citizen wellbeing. Ka-
duna, Adamawa and Niger
states completed the top five
rankings.

The annual pSPI assesses

the performance of all 36
states and the Federal Cap-
ital Territory (FCT) using a
methodology that combines
70 percent objective perfor-
mance data with 30 percent
citizen perception surveys.
The objective component
evaluates critical indicators
such as fiscal management,
infrastructure development,
education, healthcare deliv-
ery and economic perfor-
mance, while the perception
survey measures residents’
views on governance and the
quality of public service deliv-
ery in their respective states.
The report highlighted the
state’s impressive perfor-
mance across several devel-
opment indices, particularly
its expanding industrial base,

sustained infrastructure in-
vestments, economic com-
petitiveness and strategic
location as a manufacturing
hub adjoining Lagos State.

It noted that the state has
continued to attract substan-
tial investments in logistics,
agro-processing, housing and
industrial parks, factors that
have strengthened its eco-
nomic profile and contrib-
uted to its improved national
ranking.

Phillips  Consulting  ex-
plained that the State Perfor-
mance Index serves as a gov-
ernance scorecard designed
to assist policymakers, inves-
tors, development partners
and citizens in evaluating the
effectiveness of state admin-
istrations and development

outcomes across Nigeria.

According to the consult-
ing firm, the 2025 edition
of the report emphasises
evidence-based governance
by combining audited pub-
lic data with citizen feed-
back to provide a balanced
assessment of government
performance and public per-
ception.

The latest ranking further
reinforces the state’s grow-
ing reputation as one of Ni-
geria’s leading destinations
for investment, industrial
growth and sustainable de-
velopment, reflecting the
gains of ongoing efforts to
improve infrastructure, ex-
pand economic opportuni-
ties and enhance the quality
of life for residents.

Evolving security landscape demands trained,

Jacob Segun Olatuniji | Abuja

THE Chief of the Air Staff
(CAS), Air Marshal Sunday
Kelvin Aneke, has reiterated
that the evolving security
landscape demands highly
trained and mission-ready
personnel capable of re-
sponding to emerging
threats.

The spokesperson of the
Service, Air Commodore
Ehimen Ejodame, quoted
the CAS on Sunday in Abuja
as stating this at the Regi-
ment Training Centre Annex
(RTCA), Bauchi, at the final
Physical Fitness Test for
trainees of Special Forces
Course 13/2026.

The CAS emphasised that
the Air Force remains fully
committed to supporting
ongoing counter-terrorism,
counter-insurgency and in-
ternal security operations
aimed at protecting lives, se-
curing communities and pre-
serving national stability.

The CAS declared: “The
assessment formed a crit-
ical phase of the selection
process, challenging train-
ees through a series of de-
manding physical and men-
tal evaluations designed to
identify those possessing the
resilience, discipline, endur-
ance and combat mindset
required for Special Forces
operations.

mission-ready personnel —CAS

While highlighting the
strategic importance of the
exercise, Aneke reiterated
that the evolving security
landscape demands highly
trained and mission-ready
personnel capable of re-
sponding  decisively to
emerging issues.

He charged personnel to
remain resolute in the dis-
charge of their duties.

The CAS stated: “The Nige-
rian Air Force will continue
to train, equip and deploy
personnel capable of taking
the fight to terrorists, kid-
nappers and other criminal
elements wherever they
may be found.

“Those who threaten in-

nocent citizens, terrorise
communities and under-
mine the peace of our na-
tion must understand that
there will be no sanctuary
for criminality. Our resolve
is unwavering, and our com-
mitment to protecting Nige-
rians remains absolute.”

Also, speaking during the
exercise, the Commandant
of RTCA Bauchi, Squadron
Leader Edeama Lawrence
Akpan, stated that the as-
sessment is designed to en-
sure that only trainees who
demonstrated exceptional
physical fitness, determi-
nation and operational
readiness continue on the
course.

ing, mentorship, collabora-
tive learning and practical
problem-solving focused on
real societal challenges.

The inaugural Fellowship
will run for eight weeks be-
ginning on October 4, 2026,
with virtual sessions held
every Saturday from 6:00
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. (Nigeria
Time, WAT — UTC+1).

The Foundation stressed
that admission into the
Fellowship is strictly mer-
it-based and that applicants
will be required to submit
a personal statement and

provide two referees.
Interested persons are in-
vited to submit their appli-
cations via:
https://obafemiawolow-
ofoundation.com/fu-
ture-leaders-fellowship/
For further information,
applicants may contact the
Programme Coordinator via
email:
oaflf@awolowofounda-
tion.org
awolowofoundation@ya-
hoo.com
Applications close on Au-
gust 31, 2026.

Cancer jab can eradicate entire
tumours in patients, trial shows

By Sade Oguntola

DOCTORS have developed
an injection that eradicated
entire tumours in patients
with treatment-resistant
cancers during a clinical
trial, offering new hope for
thousands of people with
limited treatment options.
The injection, known as
amivantamab, shrank tu-
mours in 42 percent of pa-
tients with recurrent and
metastatic head and neck
cancer, according to an in-
ternational study, led by the
Institute of Cancer Research
(ICR), London.

Researchers administered
amivantamab to patients
whose cancer had stopped

responding to standard
treatments, including im-
munotherapy and plat-

inum-based chemotherapy.
Unlike many cancer drugs
that require intravenous
infusions, amivantamab is
delivered through a small
injection.

The ICR said the inject-
able treatment is faster
and more convenient for
patients, while also being
significantly easier to ad-
minister in outpatient clin-
ics. It is given every three
weeks, and reported side
effects were generally mild
to moderate.

Amivantamab has already
been approved for several
subtypes of lung cancer
across different lines of
therapy.

Professor Kevin Harring-
ton, Professor of Biological
Cancer Therapies, at the ICR
and Consultant Oncologist
at the Royal Marsden NHS
Foundation Trust, described
the results as remarkable.

“These are unprecedent-
edly strong responses in
patients whose disease has
become resistant to both
chemotherapy and immu-
notherapy,” he said.

“This is a group of pa-
tients for whom treatment
options are extremely lim-
ited, so seeing this level of
benefit is very striking. This

treatment has the potential
to benefit many thousands
of patients each year.”

Head and neck cancer is
the sixth most common
cancer worldwide and af-
fects around 12,800 people
annually in the UK.

The trial involved 102
patients with recurrent or
metastatic head and neck
squamous cell carcinoma
(HNSCC) whose cancer
continued to progress de-
spite standard treatments.
Participants were recruited
from 55 hospitals across 11
countries and received ami-
vantamab as a standalone
treatment. The drug is be-
ing developed by Johnson &
Johnson.

The results showed that
tumours shrank in 43 par-
ticipants. Of these, 15 expe-
rienced complete tumour
disappearance, while 28
saw significant tumour re-
duction.

Researchers found that
patients receiving amivan-
tamab lived for a median of
12.5 months after starting
treatment, despite having a
cancer type associated with
dire outcomes once stan-
dard therapies fail.

Tumours typically be-
gan responding within six
weeks, and patients expe-
rienced a median period
of just over six and a half
months before their cancer
started growing again.

One  participant  with
tongue cancer reported
significant  improvements

in his quality of life. During
his 17th treatment cycle,
he said the therapy had re-
duced his pain and swelling
and eliminated the debili-
tating side effects he pre-
viously experienced during
chemotherapy.

“I now feel able to live a
normal life,” he said in a
statement released by the
ICR.

“Before starting the trial, |
struggled to speak properly
and found eating difficult
because of the swelling and
pain.”
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Stakeholders warried over 300% increase in Lagos’
land transaction fees

Dayo Ayeyemi Lagos

TAKEHOLDERS in
the real estate in-
dustry have decried
the 300 per cent in-
crease in land trans-
action fees in Lagos State.

They pointed out that
such astronomical rise in
land charges constitute an
additional financial burden
on home buyers and de-
velopers.

According to them the
framework why further
worsen housing affordabil-
ity challenges in the state,

2.,
-

especially at a time of high
construction  costs, and
widening housing deficits.

Their reactions followed
the recent upward review of
land transaction charges by
the Lagos State government
in pursuant to the imple-
mentation of the 2026 Fair
Market Value (FMV) frame-
work, commonly referred to
as the “Blue Book.”

The revised framework
significantly increased stat-
utory charges associated
with land transactions, in-
cluding Governor’s Consent
fees, Stamp Duties, Regis-

NE< AICL

rrprrrr
ACAREMY

o

tration fees, Capital Contri-
bution Levies, Charting fees,
and other perfection costs,
with some increases re-
portedly estimated at over
300 percent in certain high-
value locations.

According to analyst and
based on the revised frame-
work, typical Consent fees in
Lekki Phase 1 will rise from
N18 million in 2015 to N70
million in 2026, because
land value in that region has
gone up from N250 million
in 2015 to N1.5 billion.

Buyers of  waterfront
properties in Banana Island

L

would now pay between
N700 million and N1 billion
as perfection cost based on
a property value of N10 bil-
lion.

Justifying its action, the
state government explained
that the increases have be-
come necessary because
valuation benchmarks have
remained unchanged since
2005 to 2015, despite the
enormous appreciation in
property prices.

Some stakeholders that
raised the concerns com-
prise the president of Female
Lawyers in Real Estate Prac-

o
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From left, Director, Legal Regulatory, and Taxation, Nigeria Employers’ Consultative Association (NECA), Thompson Akpabio; Chief Executive
Officer, Techlytics, Oluwatayo Winkunle; Director General, Nigeria Employers’ Consultative Association (NECA), Adewale-Smatt Oyerinde; Se-
nior Manager, Human Resources, West Africa, VFS Global, Abiona Ajakaye, and Assistant Director, Projects/Coordinator, NECA ICT Academy,
Lagos, Oluwaseun Amigun, during the orientation and induction programme for trainees of the Computer Vision Lab and Artificial Intelligence
Training, jointly sponsored by NECA and VFS Global. held at the NECA ICT Academy, Lagos recently

NNPC generates NStim revenue as crude

Taofeek Lawal | Abuja

THE Nigeria National Pet-
roleum Company Limited
(NNPCL), in its April 2026
Monthly Report Summary,
has recorded significant
growth across major finan-
cial and production metrics
and the report covers stra-
tegic initiatives undertaken
during the period under re-
view.

According to the report,
NNPCLs revenue for April

oil output hits 1.68mbpd

was N4.971 trillion, an in-
crease of 79.23 percent from
the March figure as profit
after tax (PAT) was N481
billion, a 74.28 percent rise
month-on-month. In addi-
tion, the report revealed
the national oil company’s
cumulative statutory pay-
ments from January to April
at N3.714 trillion.

The report also stated that
crude oil and condensate
output rose to 1.68million
barrels per day (bpd) a 7.69

percent increase when com-
pared to March 2026 figure.

However, gas production
remained relatively stable at
7,730 million standard cubic
feet per day (mscf/d), slightly
unmoved from 7,731 mscf/d
recorded in the month of
March 2026.

On infrastructure, the period
witnessed the successful com-
pletion of the OB3 River Niger
Crossing, a major milestone in
the nation’s gas transmission
network.

Also, construction and in-
stallation work on the Ajaok-
uta-Kaduna-Kano (AKK) Gas
Pipeline mainline continued to
receive attention with NNPCL
targeting early gas delivery to
Abuja before year 2026 ends.
The AKK Pipeline, one of the
country’s most consequential
energy infrastructure projects,
is expected to greatly in-
crease natural gas supply to
the Nigeria's North-Central
and northern regions once
commissioned.

Nigeria-UAE non-oil trade rises to $5bn in 2024 —Envoy

Kazeem Biriowo | Abuja

Nigeria’s non-oil trade with the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
increased to $5 billion in 2025
from $4.3 billion in 2024, as
the First Abu Dhabi Bank (FAB)
prepares to commence opera-
tions in Lagos and Etihad Air-
ways moves to begin flights to
Abuja later this year.

The development was dis-
closed by the UAE Ambas-
sador to Nigeria, Salem
Saeed Al-Shamsi, during a
visit to Nigeria’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Bianca

Odumegwu-Ojukwu, in
Abuja on Sunday.

Al-Shamsi said economic
relations between both

countries remained strong

and dynamic, particularly
in the area of non-oil trade,
driven by increasing trade
flows, investment partner-
ships and people-to-people
exchanges.

According to the envoy,
trade volume grew from $4.3
billion in 2024 to $5 billion in
2025 and is projected to reach
about $8 billion by 2027. He
also announced that the UAE’s
leading carrier, Etihad Air-
ways, will commence oper-
ations to Abuja this year.

The ambassador noted
that visa restrictions for
Nigerians hads been signi-
ficantly eased, adding that
visa applications from Ni-
gerian nationals are no longer
being rejected. He disclosed

that more than 15,000 Nigeri-
ans travelled to the UAE in the
past year following the relaxa-
tion of travel restrictions.

Al-Shamsi also reaffirmed
the UAE'’s support for Nigeria
in its fight against terrorism,
stating that his country has
issued at least eight state-
ments condemning terrorist
attacks in Nigeria.

The visit also provided an op-
portunity for the ambassador
to deliver a letter of congratu-
lations to Odumegwu-Ojukwu
from the UAE Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Abdullah bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, on her ap-
pointment as Nigeria’s Foreign
Affairs Minister.

Speaking during the meet-

ing, Odumegwu-Ojukwu said
Nigeria remains committed to
fostering an enabling environ-
ment for foreign direct invest-
ment, including investments
from UAE sovereign wealth
funds and private-sector en-
tities.

She expressed satisfaction
with the progress made in
resolving visa-related concerns
between both countries, not-
ing that more than 15,000
Nigerians had visited the UAE
since restrictions were eased.

“I am happy to say that a
lot of the issues raised when
I was Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs have been
resolved in less than a year,
especially regarding visas,”
she said.

tice Association of Nigeria
(FELIREP  Nigeria), Peace
Anomneze; forrmer Pres-
ident of the Association of
Town Planning Consultants
of Nigeria, Moses Ogunleye;
and Managing Director/
CEO, Fame Oyster & Co. Mr.
Olufemi Oyedele, an estate
surveyor, and others.

The new land transaction
fees took effect in April.

Expressing concern, Pres-
ident, Female Lawyers in Real
Estate Practice Association
of Nigeria Anomneze, in a
statement, said the increased
transaction costs may discour-
age formal title perfection and
documentation, thereby en-
couraging informal and undoc-
umented land transactions.

According to her, the addi-
tional financial burden on buyers

and developers may further
worsen housing affordability
challenges in Lagos.

She added that the revised
fees could slow investment
activities in the real estate
sector and create uninten-
ded barriers to property
ownership, particularly
for first-time buyers and
middle-income earners.

“As a professional asso-
ciation committed to pro-
moting transparency, eth-
ical real estate practice,
consumer protection, and
sustainable sectoral growth,
FELIREP Nigeria acknowledges
the constitutional and adminis-
trative powers of government
to periodically review valuation
benchmarks in line with prevail-
ing economic realities and mar-
ket conditions;” she said.

Access Bank wins dual honours at 2026
Global Good Govemance (3G) awards

Access Bank Plc has been
recognised with two presti-
gious honours at the 2026
Global Good Governance
(3G) Awards, reaffirming
its leadership in corporate
governance and sustainable
community impact.

The Bank received the 3G
Community Empowerment
Award 2026 and 3G Best Cor-
porate Governance Frame-
work Award 2026.

The awards, conferred by
Cambridge IFA under the
Global Good Governance
Awards (3GAwards) plat-
form, are based on rigor-
ous, independent research
and evaluation conducted
throughout the nomination
process.

The ceremony was held on
April 28, in Singapore, attract-
ing over 300 high-level par-
ticipants from more than 15
countries, including leaders
from government, corporate
organisations, and the social
and philanthropic sectors.
The event celebrated excel-
lence in governance, sustain-
ability, transparency, and so-

cial responsibility.

Mr Eyitayo Olabode rep-
resented the Managing
Director/Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Roosevelt Ogbonna, at
the ceremony, received the
awards on behalf of the Bank.

Commenting on the recog-
nition, Roosevelt Ogbonna,
MD/CEO of Access Bank Plc,
stated: “This recognition
is a validation of Access
Bank’s commitment to re-
sponsible leadership, strong
governance structures, and
inclusive growth. At Access
Bank, we believe good gov-
ernance is foundational
to building trust, creating
shared value, and driving sus-
tainable development across
our markets.

“These awards reflect the
dedication of our people and
our deliberate efforts to em-
power communities, embed
transparency, and ensure ac-
countability in all that we do.
We remain committed to set-
ting high standards that de-
liver long-term value for our
stakeholders and the com-
munities we serve.”

Dash Microfinance Bank unveils Dash
Quest reward for app users

By Rukiyat Ogunwade

A microfinance bank, Dash
Microfinance Bank, has in-
troduced, Dash quest, a re-
ward programme that gives
new and existing app users
access to a #%30,000 balance
unlocked through daily trans-
actions.

The bank announced the
programme, stating that
users who register on the
app will see a locked %30,000
reward in their account.

Speaking with newsmen,
the chief executive officer,
of the organisation, Rotimi
Awofisibi, explained that
the initiative is a transparent
one, designed to put money
back into the pockets of Ni-
gerians.

He added that the amount
is released in portions when
users carry out transactions
such as fund transfers, air-
time/data purchases, and
utility bill payments.

Awofisibi further said the
initiative is intended to en-
courage consistent use of di-
gital banking services.

“The  mechanics are
simple, transparent, and de-
signed to put money back
into the pockets of Nigerians.

“Every utility bill paid or
fund transfer made brings
users closer to unlocking
their #%30,000 reward.

“This Microfinance Bank is
licensed by the Central Bank
of Nigeria and operates a
mobile app for transfers and
bill payments,” he concluded.
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Dayo Ayeyemi Lagos

IGERIAN cities’

dwellers may pay

more for cooking

gas as the supply

situation grows
worse.

Rather than improving,
the rising cost of Liquidfied
Petroleum Gas (LPG), pop-
ularly known as cooking gas
is bitting harder in Lagos
and Ogun States.

This has further been ag-

b :
i ®

gravated by the rising sup-
ply shortage, a situation
that is raising serious con-
cern among Nigerians and
gas marketers.

Speaking when contac-
ted on Sunday, the Presid-
ent, Nigerian Association
of Liquidfied Petroleum

Gas Marketers, Edu lyang,
said the supply situation of
LPG has not improved, but
rather “growing worse.”

He said that marketers
are now paying as much as

N29.5 million and N30mil-
lion for 20 metric tonnes of
LPG.

“The situation has not im-
proved, but rather growing
worse. The price of the
product keeps increas-
ing. Of course, it’s what
we bought that we would
sell. The situation is not
funny,” he said.

As at Sunday, the aver-
age price of one kilogram
of LPG in Lagos, Ogun,
and Akure is between

From left, Chief Risk Officer, Babatope Ajayi; Managing Director/CEO, Mokhtar Bounour; winner of Top Performer Award at Eghin Power’s

N1, 800 and N2, 000, de-
pending on location and
demand.

A resident in Ibadan,
Lateef Abdulkadir, said
he bought cooking gas
at N1, 500 per kilogram
two days before the lleya
festival, but won’t know
the price presently.

A student of the Federal
University of Technology,
Akure, Ondo State, Daniel
Ayomide, said he bought
one kilogram of cooking

Employee Recognition Awards (ERA) 2026, Amos Oshanugo; Head of Maintenance, Felix Ebiware and Ag. Head of Human Resources, Ololade
Shin-Aba, all of Egbin Power, during the presentation of the grand prize of a brand-new Chery Tiggo 2 Pro SUV to the winner held at Egbin
Power plant, Ikorodu, Lagos, at the weekend.

Convert reform gains into jobs, higher incomes
— CPPE charges FG

Akin Adewakun| Lagos

THE Centre for the Promotion
of Private Enterprise (CPPE)
has stated that President Bola
Tinubu’s administration has suc-
ceeded in steering Nigeria away
from a looming economic
crisis through bold fiscal and
monetary reforms. However,
the CPPE stressed that the be-
nefits of these reforms have
yet to significantly improve the
welfare of ordinary Nigerians.

In a review titled ‘Three
Years of the Tinubu Admin-
istration: From Stabilisation
to Shared Prosperity, CPPE
Chief Executive Officer (CEO),
Dr Muda Yusuf, noted that
the administration inherited
an economy grappling with
severe macroeconomic, fiscal
and foreign exchange chal-
lenges when it assumed office
in May 2023.

According to Yusuf, the for-
eign exchange market was

plagued by acute illiquidity,
multiple exchange rates, wide-
spread arbitrage opportunities
and declining investor confid-
ence.

He added that Nigeria’s ex-
ternal reserves had weakened
significantly while trade fin-
ance obligations came under
pressure.

He also highlighted the coun-
try’s difficult fiscal position, char-
acterised by excessive reliance
on Ways and Means financing
and a fuel subsidy regime that
had become a major source of
corruption, fiscal leakages and
economic distortions.

The CPPE boss described the
removal of fuel subsidies and
the unification of the foreign
exchange market as the admin-
istration’s most significant eco-
nomic reforms.

He explained that ending fuel
subsidies halted a major drain
on public finances, reduced op-
portunities for smuggling and

rent-seeking, and laid the found-
ation for a more transparent
petroleum sector.

“Similarly, exchange rate uni-
fication addressed longstanding
distortions created by multiple
exchange rates, improving
transparency, enhancing price
discovery and reducing arbit-
rage opportunities in the for-
eign exchange market,” said
Yusuf.

However, Yusuf acknow-
ledged that both reforms
came with substantial adjust-
ment costs.

“The  immediate  con-
sequence of the reforms was a
significant inflationary shock,”
he said, noting that energy
prices, transportation costs
and production expenses
surged while naira depreci-
ation worsened imported in-
flation.

The result, he said, was a de-
cline in real incomes, worsen-
ing poverty levels and a cost-

of-living crisis that continues to
affect millions of Nigerians.

Despite the challenges, CPPE
said there is increasing evidence
that the reforms have yielded
positive macroeconomic out-
comes.

According to the report, Ni-
geria’s external reserves have
improved considerably, ap-
proaching the $50 billion mark,
while the country has main-
tained a trade surplus and wit-
nessed stronger investor confid-
ence.

Furthermore, the CPPE re-
vealed that the economy
also recorded 11 consecutive
months of disinflation from
early 2025 to February 2026
before inflationary pressures
resurfaced following geopol-
itical tensions arising from
the Iran-U.S-Israel conflict,
which pushed global crude
oil prices higher and in-
creased domestic transport-
ation and energy costs.

business & econom

Nigerians may pay more for cooking gas as supply situation grows worse

gas N1,800, on Saturday in
nearby gas station.

Nigerian  Tribune dis-
covered that in most loca-
tions in Lagos, some owners
of retail outlets and depots
are blaming the high cook-
ing gas price on supply’s
shortage.

One of the executives
of NALPGM, who did
not wants his name in
print, said the situation
was due to Dangote Re-
finery’s inability to sup-
ply LPG as was the case in
2025 where it controlled
almost 50 per cent of do-
mestic market..

“Importation by other
sources reduced drastically
when Dangote took the
market by storm with the
quantity the refinery was
putting into the market,
even the effect it had in re-
ducing the price of LPG to
the extent that marketers
and the entire value chain
were singing his praises, “

he said.

Importation with the
attendant  dynamics of
foreign exchange and the
vagaries of importation, he
explained made other sup-
pliers to also embrace the
refinery for their supplies.

“But today Dangote is
bedeviled with production
glitches and also meeting
other contractual demands
even outside the country
that its LPG contribution
is no longer significant to
make any meaningful im-
pact in the domestic mar-
ket,” he added.

According to him, the
LPG available can’t meet
demand as there is rising
scarcity of the product.

He added that the current
price is as a result of the
poorly skewed demand and
supply dynamics.

“ The marketers only sell
as they buy if at all they
see any to buy. There is no
LPG,” he said.

Nigerian Breweries Plc appoints
Nkechi Runsewe as Human
Resources Director

By Wale Olapade

NIGERIAN Breweries Plc, has
announced the appointment
of Nkechi Runsewe as the new
Human Resources Director of
the company effective August
1, 2026. Mrs. Runsewe, who
joins Nigerian Breweries from
its parent company HEINEKEN
and replaces Grace Omo-
Lamai, who will retire from
the company on July 28, 2026,
after nearly a decade of distin-
guished service and impactful
leadership.

As Human Resources Dir-
ector, Mrs. Runsewe will play
a central role in translating Ni-
gerian Breweries’ EverGreen
2030 strategy into execution
by shaping the organisation’s
design, leadership  beha-
viours, workforce capabilities
and performance systems
to deliver sustained volume
growth, cost discipline, and re-
peatable performance.

Commenting on the ap-
pointment, the Managing
Director of Nigerian Breweries
Plc, Thibaut Boidin, said: “We
are delighted to welcome Nke-
chi Runsewe to the Nigerian
Breweries Management Team
at a pivotal moment for our
business.

Nkechi brings deep expert-
ise in talent management
and a strong track record of
driving high-performance
cultures across geographies.
Her leadership will be crit-
ical as we continue to build
a future-ready organisation,
strengthen our people cap-
abilities and deliver our Ever-
Green 2030 ambitions.”

Runsewe joins us from
HEINEKEN, bringing strong
global experience in talent
management and organisa-
tional development. As Global
Head of Talent Management at
HEINEKEN, she strengthened
leadership pipelines across
the business, significantly im-
proving succession readiness
and advancing performance
and development frameworks
across HEINEKEN operating
companies.

Since joining HEINEKEN
in September 2021, Nkechi
Runsewe has built trusted
partnerships across and bey-
ond the People Function and
strengthened global Com-
munities of Practice, and is
recognized for her collabor-
ative, pragmatic approach to
continuous improvement, es-
tablishing a strong foundation
for her team and successor.

Dangote named Africa’s Most Admired Brand for 8th consecutive year
‘Reinforces dominance in industrial, social impact and development rankings

DANGOTE Industries Lim-
ited has reinforced its posi-
tion as Africa’s most influen-
tial corporate brands after
emerging as the continent’s
Most Admired African Brand
for the eight consecutive years,
while its Group Chief Branding
and Communications Officer,
Anthony Chiejina, was named
among Africa’s 100 Most Influ-
ential Chief Marketing Officers.

The recognition was an-
nounced at the 16th annual

Brand Africa 100: Africa’s Best
Brands rankings unveiled in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The sur-
vey, regarded as Africa’s most
comprehensive consumer-led
brand study, covered 30 coun-
tries representing more than 85
per cent of the continent’s pop-
ulation and economic output.
In the latest rankings, Dan-
gote emerged as Africa’s Most
Admired Brand in aided recall,
ahead of South Africa’s MTN
and Vodacom. In the sponta-

neous recall category, it ranked
second among African brands,
behind MTN and ahead of
Trade Kings. The Group also
retained its position as Africa’s
Most Admired Industrial Brand
and was ranked the No. 1 Af-
rican Brand Contributing to a
Better Africa, ahead of MTN,
DStv, Shoprite/Checkers and
Trade Kings, reflecting its
significant contribution to
industrialisation, job creation,
economic development and

sustainable growth across the
continent.

The rankings show Dan-
gote’s growing influence as
one of Africa’s most recogni-
sable corporate brands, built
on investments spanning ce-
ment, fertiliser, petrochemi-
cals, energy, sugar, salt, pack-
aging and logistics. Brand Af-
rica noted that despite a mod-
est rebound in African brand
recognition, homegrown
brands still account for only 15

per cent of Africa’s 100 most
admired brands, highlighting
the continued dominance of
foreign brands across the con-
tinent.

Brand Africa Founder and
Chairman, Thebe Ikalafeng,
described the promotion and
support of African brands as a
critical economic imperative
for the continent.

“Converting goodwill to-
wards African contribution
into admiration for African

brands is the most urgent
commercial opportunity for
the continent. It is not enough
for Africans to believe in Af-
rica, they must buy Made-in-
Africa,” he said.

The survey also ranked
Dangote among Africa’s
leading brands in sustainabil-
ity and social impact, placing
second in the category of
brands recognised for doing
good for society, people and
the environment.
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NEO BLACK MOVEMENT OF AFRICA (NBM) WORLDWIDE

Congratulatory Message to
His Excellency President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu, GCFR,

ON HIS THIRD
YEAR IN OFFICE

The leadership and members of Neo Black Moverment
(NBM) of Africa Worldwide heartily congratulate our
beloved President and Commander-In-Chief of the Armed
Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency,
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu, GCFR, on the successful
completion of three years in office.

Three years of leadership in a nation as great and complex
as MNigeria is not an ordinary journey. It is a path that
demands courage, sacrifice, wisdom, patience, and
unwavering commitment to national progress. History
remembers leaders not only for the comfort of the
moment, but for the difficult decisions taken for the
stability and future of generations unborn.

We acknowledge and appreciate the bold steps and policies
introduced by your administration aimed at economic
reforms, infrastructural development, national security,
youth empowerment, and renewed hope for the Nigerian
people. Though challenges remain, true nation building is
like planting an iroko tree; it takes vision, patience, and
endurance before the shade comforts the people.

MBM of Africa Worldwide, as a foremost socio-cultural
organization with deep roots in community service, youth
development, peace advocacy, and humanitarian
interventions across Nigeria and beyond, remains
committed to supporting every genuine effort geared
towards national unity, justice, development, and the
welfare of the common man. Our longstanding

Signed:
Dr Charles Chimezie (Ph.D)

Fresident NBM of africa Worldwide.

His Excellency
BOLA AHMED TINUBU

PRESIDENT FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA [GCFR)

antecedents in promoting brotherhood, discipline,
cultural values, and social responsibility continue to define
our contribution to society.

As patriotic citizens and stakeholders in the Nigerian
project, we humbly encourage Your Excellency to continue
listening to the yearnings of the masses, strengthen
policies that will ease economic hardship, empower the
youth, improve security, and further unite Nigerians
irrespective of tribe, religion, or political affiliation. The
strength of a nation lies in the hope of its people.

We pray that Almighty God grants you more wisdom,
strength, pood health, and divine guldance as you
continue steering the affairs of our dear nation. May your
administration leave behind a legacy of peace, prosperity,
stability, and national rebirth,

Congratulations once again, Mr. President.

Long Live the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Long Live Neo Black Movement of Africa Worldwide.

www.nbmofafrica.org
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We're using 31 days to inaugurate
projects in FCT to mark Tinubu’s
third anniversary —Wike

Lawrence Bajah | Abuja

MINISTER of the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT), Nye-
som Wike, has announced
a 31-day marathon project
commissioning across the
nation’s capital to celebrate
President Bola Tinubu'’s third
anniversary in office.
Speaking at a political lun-
cheon in Port Harcourt, Riv-
ers State, the minister show-
cased the administration’s
landmark achievements
under his watch, attributing
the massive infrastructural
development to the strate-
gic backing and vision of the
president.
According to Wike, the com-
missioning circuit will feature
major road networks, public
utilities and massive urban
renewal projects designed to
reshape the nation’s capital.
Brushing aside critics, the
minister issued a direct chal-
lenge regarding the scale and
quality of his administration’s
output in the FCT.
“This third year of Mr Pres-
ident alone, we are taking
31 days for commissioning

of projects in Abuja. I’'m not
talking about boreholes. |
challenge anybody to contra-
dict this,” Wike stated.

He emphasised that the
rapid development unfolding
in Abuja is a direct testament
to purposeful leadership,
throwing down a challenge
to opposition figures to
match the scale of the ongo-
ing works.

Highlighting his milestones
in the FCT, Wike pivoted to a
reconciliatory tone regarding
the intense political friction
in his home state, offering a
blanket pardon to all oppo-
nents.

“I use this opportunity to-
day, to announce that | have
forgiven everybody,” Wike
declared, stressing that
prolonged political warfare
serves no constructive pur-
pose.

“I want you to come back
home sincerely. We have
played politics; we have
abused ourselves. This is the
right time for you to come
back,” he added, urging es-
tranged allies and adversaries
alike to swallow their pride

and return to a unified fold.

Despite the sweeping offer
of peace, the minister did
not mince words regarding
the resilience of his political
structure back home, which
he described as an invincible
“rainbow coalition.”

He explicitly warned exter-
nal forces against attempting
to destabilise Rivers State,
stating, “Anybody from an-
other state who is trying to
destroy Rivers State, the per-
son will have problems... You
put your hand, you get fire.”

He asserted that his politi-
cal machinery has effectively
locked down future electoral
cycles.

“If you are talking about the
governorship election in this
state, forget it, it’s gone... If
you are thinking that any mir-
acle will happen to overturn,
to pull the rug off us, it's a
lie,” he stated.

Reassuring his supporters
of their strategic dominance,
he noted: “We are very over-
alerted anytime, any day.
We'll take you back, we'll
work with everybody. We are
not selfish.”

Adopt non-kinetic approach to tackle Oriire LG
abduction, Maharaj Ji urges Makinde

By Rukiyat Ogunwade

FOUNDER of the One Love
Family, Satguru Maharaj Ji,
has appealed to the Oyo
State governor, Seyi Mak-
inde, to prioritise non-ki-
netic measures in  bid to
secure the release of teach-
ers and pupils abducted in
Oriire Local Government
Area, while also calling on
leaders to ensure a lev-
el-playing field ahead of the
2027 general election.

In a statement on Sunday,
Maharaj Ji expressed con-
cern over the continued
captivity of the abducted
victims, and urged the state
government and security
agencies to deploy intel-
ligence-driven  strategies,
community  engagement
and other traditional and
local mechanisms capable
of facilitating the safe re-
turn of the schoolchildren
and teachers.

The spiritual leader com-
mended Makinde for per-
sonally visiting the affected
communities and meeting
with the families of the vic-
tims, describing the initia-
tive as a demonstration of
compassion and responsive
leadership.

He stressed that every
effort should be geared to-
wards ensuring that the
abductees return home un-
harmed.

“We appreciate Makinde’s
commitment to the rescue
of the victims and his reas-
surance to their families. At
this sensitive moment, ev-
ery strategic option that can
guarantee the safe return of
the innocent children and
their teachers should be ex-

plored,” he stated.

Beyond the security chal-
lenge, he also urged polit-
ical actors across the coun-
try to conduct themselves
responsibly as preparations
for the 2027 general elec-
tion gather momentum.

He noted that politi-
cal competition should
be based on ideas, pro-
grammes and leadership
capacity rather than divisive
rhetoric or actions capable
of undermining democratic
stability.

PUBLIC NOTIGE

Incorporation.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that Child Life Line (Association
for the Care of Children and
Young Persons in Need), a body
duly registered under the laws of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria
with registration number 9289
has applied to the Corporate
Affairs Commission for the
issuance of a Certified True
Copy of its Certificate of

Any person who has any
objection to this application
should forward such objection,
with reasons, to the Registrar-
General, Corporate Affairs
Commission, within twenty-
eight (28) days from the date of
this publication.

FEDERAL UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
TEACHING HOSPITAL, ILA-ORANGUN,
OSUN STATE, NIGERIA

VACANCY
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR

THE POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE:

institution of similar standard as an administrative officer.

evant professional certificate is an added advantage.
VI. Candidate must be ICT compliant.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

* Take charge of the Directorate of Administration.

.
.
.
.
TEMNURE:

SALARY AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE:
METHOD OF APPLICATION:

tials and Curriculum Vitae highlighting the following:
1 Full Name

Place and Date of Birth

Home Address

Contact Address

Nationality

Marital Status

Institutions Attended with Dates
Academic Qualifications Obtained with Dates
. Working Experience

10. Extra-Curricular Activities

11. Referees (3)

eRNOMBWN

The Chief Medical Director

Federal University of Health Sciences Teaching Hospital,
Ila-Orangun,

Osun State.

CLOSING DATE

VIl Working experience in a hospital is an added advantage.

The Management of Federal University of Health Sciences Teaching Hospital, lla-Orangun, Osun State invites applications
from interested and suitably qualified candidates to fill the vacant position of Director of Administration in the hospital.

I. Candidates must possess a good First Degree in Humanities, or Social Sciences, Hospital/Health Services Management
from a recognized University and evidence of completion of or exemption from the NYSC.
Il. Candidates must have had twenty (20) years cognate administrative experience in a Teaching Hospital or any other

IIl. Candidates must be Deputy Director of Administration on CONHESS 14 as at January, 2021 and rotated through at least
two core administrative departments in any Health Institution.

IV. Possession of Master's degree or any other relevant higher degrees will be an added advantage.

V. Fellow or Associate of the Institute of Health Service Administrators of Nigeria (IHSAN) is mandatory or any other rel-

The Director of Administration shall be responsible to the Chief Medical Director for the day-to-day general administration
of the Hospital. He shall be in charge of the Directorate of Administration and Chief Administrative Adviser to the Chief
Medical Director and Secretary to the Board of Management. In addition, the Director of Administration shall:

Participate in formulation, execution and review of policies as directed by the Chief Medical Director and/or the Board;
Coordinate the activities of support Departments in the Hospital,

Conduct the correspondence of the Board and keep the records of the Hospital;
Perform such other functions as the Board or the Chief Medical Director, may from time to time assign to him/her.

The Director of Administration shall exit office on the attainment of the mandatory retirement age of sixty (60) years or
thirty-five (35) years of pensionable service, or on ground of eight (8) years tenure policy.

Salary and conditions of service shall be in accordance with the Public Service Salary Structure for this category of officers.

Interested candidates are to forward fifteen (15) copies of their application accompanied with photocopies of their creden-

The application and attachment should be in a sealed envelope marked ‘Application for the Post of Director of Administra-
tion’ at the top left-hand corner of the envelop and addressed to:

The Curriculum Vitae must include the names and addresses of three (3) referees one of whom must be within the rank of
Directorate cadre. Recommendation letters from the referees should be sent directly to the above address by the referee.

Submission of application closes six (6) weeks from the date of this publication.

SIGNED
MANAGEMENT

Retraction & Apology to OANDO PLC & its

Group Chief Executive, Mr. Wale Tinubu

n Sunday, 28 July 2024,

Legit.ng published on our

website an article authored
by our Business journalist, titled
"Oando Opens Up on Importing Dirty
FuelAmid Dangote, NNPCSaga.”
In the article, we claimed that "the
Group Chief Executive of Oando PLC
(Mr Jubril Adewale Tinubu) said that
the country would continue
importing fuel to stop Dangote's
monopoly.

We state unequivocally that this claim
was not sufficiently verified by our
journalist.

Furthermore, the story did not meet
and reflect our editorial standards as
we failed to give all parties the
opportunity to rebut statements
made about them. We acknowledge
that our editorial process fell short in
this instance. For this, we hereby
unconditionally and unreservedly
retract and, consequently, have
deletedthe entirestory.

We regret the error and apologise for
any injury, distress and reputational
harm this publication may have
caused to Mr. Wale Tinubu, Oando
PLC and its stakeholders. This

apology and retraction are made in
good faith as part of our ongoing
efforts to maintain trust with our
audience and with entities who
interact with our platform.

We also unequivocally state that as a
responsible media publication with a
history of promoting good
governance, democracy, public
interest and media trust, there was
no intention to defame and slander
OANDO PLC or its Group Chief
Executive Mr.Wale Tinubu.

We understand that publications of
this nature can have unintended
impact, and we remain committed to
responsible journalism.

The incident serves as a clear
reminder of our responsibility to
uphold the highest editorial
standards, and we have already
begun strengthening our internal
editorial processes as we continue to
serve our audience with quality-
drivenjournalism.

We'll continue to welcome feedback
from readers and stakeholders and
will take all reasonable steps to avoid
similaroccurrencesinthe future.
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T'o shatter the
climate of fear the
terrorists have used
to coerce civilians
into silence, the state
must introduce death
by firing squad for
unrepentant warlords.
To achieve this
legally and rapidly,
the Federal
Govemment must
implement a system
of Frontline Federal
Justice, expanding
the mass terrorism
trial model previously
utilised inside the
secure military
architecture of the
Kainji barracks.

The Ovyo terror attack

(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

The geographical trajectory of this terror is as clear as it
is sobering. What began years ago as a distant tragedy in
Chibok migrated into Niger State, crept down through the
porous corridors of Kwara, and has now officially hardened
into an existential crisis within the South-West. To be sure,
this nightmare was predictable, and entirely preventable.
For months, independent security analysts and structural
warnings pointed to the “water balloon” effect of Nigeria’s
current military doctrine. By launching kinetic operations
in Zamfara, Katsina, and Sokoto without sealing the exit
routes, the Federal Government merely squeezed the
compressed air southward. The terrorists didn’t vanish;
they simply rode their motorcycles down the contiguous
forest superhighways. They used the vast, unmonitored
expanse of the Kainji National Park forest network as a
tactical conduit, slipping quietly across state boundaries
through Kwara and Kogi directly into the agrarian border
towns of Oyo, Ondo, and Ekiti.

Yet, a foreign invading force cannot easily breach a com-
munity without a local hand holding the door open. As
Governor Seyi Makinde rightly noted following the arrest
of six suspects, local informants are actively warehousing
money, trading the coordinates of Nigerian schools for
cash. Worse still is the toxic economic environment fueling
this lawlessness. Across the South-West, illegal artisanal
mining enclaves, frequently backed by shadowy foreign
actors, have turned into wild, ungoverned territories. In
these camps, stimulants and narcotics are systematically
fed to hapless youths to sustain grueling labour condi-
tions. This drug circulation inevitably creates highly vola-
tile, weaponised, and drug-dependent recruitment pools
that terrorist syndicates exploit with absolute ease.

To the governors of the South-West, we say this: the
era of hiding behind the constitutional shield, “We do not
control the police”, is over. The blood of that beheaded
teacher cries out from the soil of Oyo State. While you
lack command over federal police battalions, you pos-
sess administrative command over your territories, your
budgets, and your local governance structures. How are
hundreds of unvetted okada riders permitted to flood
your rural transport networks, functioning as mobile eyes
and logistic fronts for forest syndicates, without stringent
registration and counter-intelligence vetting? Why are LG
chairmen and traditional rulers allowed to rule over col-
lapsing rural security architectures with impunity? Royal
fathers who collude with violent networks or look away
while strange settlements manifest in their domains are
accomplices to the theft of Nigerian children. Hardware
acquisitions by states must be immediately matched with
raw, behavioral intelligence. It is time to fully empower
Amotekun and seamlessly pair the operatives with the
men who actually know the geography of the bush: sea-
soned local hunters. Formalise their operations. Put them
on regular, state-funded stipends. Turn your vast, unmon-
itored forests from a criminal sanctuary into a hostile,
tightly patrolled dragnet.

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the weight of this col-
lapsing nation rests squarely on your desk. Why did the
Federal Government permit a worse replica of the Chibok
tragedy to manifest in 2026? Can anyone boast of national
development, economic reforms, or improving school en-
rollment figures when sending a child to school in rural
Nigeria has become an act of fatal recklessness? Parents in
Oriire have shunned the classrooms; the desks are empty,
and fear has replaced the alphabet. Empty reassurances
no longer suffice. To shatter the climate of fear the ter-
rorists have used to coerce civilians into silence, the state
must introduce death by firing squad for unrepentant war-
lords.

To achieve this legally and rapidly, the Federal Gov-
ernment must implement a system of Frontline Federal
Justice, expanding the mass terrorism trial model previ-
ously utilised inside the secure military architecture of
the Kainji barracks. The Attorney-General must direct the

Federal High Court to establish specialised, fast-tracked
judicial panels annexed directly to military Forward Oper-
ating Bases in the theater of operations. When a bandit
or a compromised military insider is captured, they must
not be lost into a decade-long city court docket. Instead, a
Joint Evidence Fusion Cell combining military intelligence,
digital forensics, and federal prosecutors must instantly
turn phone records, ballistic signatures, and murderous
social media broadcasts into court-admissible proof. By
trying them on the frontline under the Terrorism (Preven-
tion and Prohibition) Act 2022, the state fully satisfies the
right to a fair hearing under Section 36 of the Constitution.

Furthermore, because terrorism is an exclusive federal
offence under Section 251, the final execution warrants
completely bypass state-level political hesitation. The ulti-
mate authority moves directly to the President, who must
sign death warrants in decisive, unyielding batches, al-
lowing executions by firing squad to be carried out swiftly
within secure military perimeters. Even if ransom must be
strategically paid to extract captured children, the captors
must be terminated the moment the hostages are safe.
Military traitors supplying ammunition or leaking intelli-
gence must face the same fate.

While an aggressive policy of public or military execu-
tions will invariably trigger international condemnation
from global human rights bodies, potentially threatening
foreign weapon sales, Nigeria can completely neutralise
global pushback through unassailable procedural trans-
parency and strict adherence to international law. Under
Article 6(2) of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), capital punishment is legally per-
missible if restricted strictly to the “most serious crimes”
involving intentional killing. By ensuring that these front-
line courts are fully open to accredited domestic and in-
ternational legal observers, and by broadcasting the tri-
als to the world, the state can present the overwhelming
forensic data and the bandits’ own horrific social media
execution videos. The global narrative will then shift to
the legitimate, transparent defence of a sovereign na-
tion’s survival. Furthermore, an asymmetric war doctrine
requires the state to separate the brutal killers from the
victims of circumstance.

Bandit syndicates routinely use raw terror, torture, and
death threats to force vulnerable rural populations into
acting as lookouts or logistics runners. The state must
build an ironclad safeguard for these individuals: a sep-
arate, non-kinetic rehabilitation track. Where Joint Inves-
tigation Cells establish clear, verifiable evidence that an
individual was blackmailed, coerced, or forced to cooper-
ate under direct duress, they must be completely diverted
away from the death penalty track. Instead, they should
be routed into an expanded, high-security version of the
Operation Safe Corridor DRRR (De-radicalization, Reha-
bilitation, Readjustment, and Reintegration) model. This
systematic mercy not only satisfies international human
rights standards for victims of human trafficking and co-
ercion, it also strategically starves the hardcore bandits of
their forced labor pools while turning coerced actors into
powerful intelligence assets for the state.

The mass breeding of untrained, unmonitored children
across neglected demographics has created a cultural as-
sembly line for criminality. The country is cultivating the
very hands that pull the triggers against it. The govern-
ment must step up to enforce basic social accountabil-
ity, educational mandates, and rural development before
the demographic crisis completely swallows the security
forces.

Nigeria cannot normalise the beheading of teachers and
the caging of toddlers. The South-West governors and the
Presidency must forge an ironclad, high-speed collabora-
tion of intelligence, local vigilante mobilisation, and ag-
gressive federal prosecution. Let the case of the Oriire 46
be the line in the sand. Bring them home, hunt down their
captors, and let the state project its terrifying monopoly
on violence. If the state does not crush the forest syndi-
cates now, the forest will completely consume the state.
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An epidemic of sorrow

N Oyo State, a woman has four grandchildren and a daughter-
in-law abducted from a school by terrorists. They are still in the
bush; their abductors are unyielding.

An Ekiti man took N10.5 million to kidnappers and still failed
to secure the release of his 80-year-old mother.

On Saturday in Katsina, a Major General, former spokesman of
the Nigerian military and his wife were abducted in broad day-
light and dragged into the bush.

The woman with four grandchildren and a daughter-in-law in
captivity was a ghostly sight to behold. Sobbing, she told Gover-
nor Seyi Makinde during his visit to her village on Saturday:

“E nwo mi? As you are looking at me like this, | am naked; my
four grandchildren and daughter-in-law who teaches at the
school were taken away. My son’s wife is the one with a child in
the video (released by the terrorists). We have never witnessed
anything like this in our community. It is so sad. My grandchildren
are there in the bush. The government should help bring them
back safely. You are the only one who can do it.”

As the woman sobbed, her tears echoed across the field. Even
if you have feasted on the tortoise’s jinxed head and become im-
mune to pity, the video | watched and the photographs of victims’
relatives who met the governor should still break your heart.

Nigeria personifies Shakespeare’s words in Hamlet where we
learn that grief with its synonym - heartache - can be unremit-
ting in occurrence. The playwright writes that “sorrow comes not
single spies, but in battalions.” What bandits have put in the Og-
bomoso area is a full barn of woes.

Death brings grief; unresolved abduction brings endless tor-
ment. Disappearance keeps hope and despair locked in a cease-
less struggle. As the Yoruba say, “Omo eni ku, 6 san ju omo eni nu
lo” —painful as the death of a child may be, it is still better than
the agony of knowing that the child lives in the house of death.

As in the classical elegies, grief moved through the Oyo commu-
nity like a dark procession, leaving behind shattered families, yet
unanswered prayers and cries heavy with loss.

Like Macduff’s Scotland, Nigeria weeps and bleeds; each day
adds a fresh wound to its many scars.

In April, the kidnappers in Ekiti demanded N10.5 million. They
collected the money in a Kwara forest and still refused to release
the 80-year-old woman and other captives, insisting that the
community must produce another N40 million. Ogundele Ojo,
the man who led the team that took the ransom to the bandits,
is from a village called Eda Oniyo in Ekiti State. His ordeal was nar-
rated to a radio presenter and is captured in a video now circulat-
ing online.

The man said his mother, Rachael Aina, his younger brother’s
wife, her only child, and several other villagers were abducted
during a church service. The presiding pastor was shot in the
back, the bullet tearing through his chest. In 2026 Nigeria, a place
of prayer became a house of mourning; a gathering for worship
ended in tears, terror and blood.

“This is my mother’s photo, she just came back from the hospital
the day she was abducted,” the man said and broke down in tears.

Two weeks ago, Emeritus Professor Toyin Falola told me in an
interview that Nigeria suffers from an epidemic of insecurity and
an epidemic of death. He was right; his words perfectly capture a
country where every day brings fresh tragedy.

Shakespeare, writing in Macbeth, describes a broken nation
where “each new morn, new widows howl, new orphans cry,
new sorrows strike heaven on the face that it resounds...and
yelled out like syllable of dolor.” Four centuries after Macbeth
was written, the line reads like a dispatch from Nigeria. Each new
morning in Nigeria brings fresh widows, new orphans and new
griefs. Sorrow, in relentless fury, seems to strike heaven itself in
the face, compelling even the skies to cry out in anguish.

The dam has broken.

A friend and | asked ourselves last night: how many Nigerians
are chained in forests, camps and hideouts across this country?
Nobody knows. Not the communities. Not the security agen-
cies. Not the government. If a figure is announced at 8 a.m., it
becomes obsolete by nine.

The abduction statistics are more elusive than Nigeria’s “faith-
less’ primary election figures. We have become a nation counting

victims without knowing their number. Horror has become our
country’s daily companion.

Even as we speak, the epidemic spreads. Before Oyo, Ekiti
and Katsina came other afflictions, arriving in waves like the
plagues of Egypt, each one more frightening than the last.

The tragedies are so many that one easily loses count. But
Amnesty International, made of sterner stuff, keeps a tally. |
have here some of the entries in its ledger of Nigerian sorrow:

On 3 January 2026, gunmen attacked Kasuwan Daji community in
Niger State’s Borgu Local Government Area and abducted 57 people.

On 3 February 2026, armed men invaded Woro village
in Kaiama Local Government Area of Kwara State, killing
about 200 people and abducting 176 others.

On 3 March, Boko Haram fighters attacked Ngoshe town in Bor-
no State’s Gwoza Local Government Area, abducted more than
400 people and laid siege to the town.

In the first week of March, gunmen stormed Kurfa Danya
and Kurfan Magaji villages in Zamfara State’s Bukkuyum Lo-
cal Government Area and abducted 150 people, most of
them women and children.

On 19 March, Boko Haram fighters seized more than 100 dis-
placed persons working in Kumbul Forest near Mafa in Borno
State.

On 22 March, gunmen attacked three churches in Kaduna
State’s Kachia Local Government Area and abducted 30 wor-
shippers.

The list is long, as long as the line of hungry almajirai wait-
ing for food in a northern town. These are not mere statistics.
They are fathers and mothers, sons and daughters, neighbours
and friends. They are Nigerians swallowed daily by a widening
geography of fear.

The dead are not worse off than the living; the abducted are
as traumatised as the spared. The grief of the afflicted is be-
yond words. Yet Amnesty International captured some of their
voices:

“They didn’t just kill; they stole our lives away. They ab-
ducted 176 people, including my second wife and my three
daughters. One of them is only two years old. | have seen the
video they posted on social media. | heard my wife’s voice. |
saw my people. It has been almost two months now, and they
are still in that forest,” said a man from Woro community in
Kwara State.

Another resident described the wider tragedy:

“In almost all cases of these abductions, people were also killed
while homes and shops were looted and razed. In some cases, fami-

lies have had to dispose of everything they own to pay ransom, while
villages often crowd-fund to rescue their people. Those who cannot
pay are sometimes killed, disappeared or subjected to further tor-
ture. What we are witnessing in northern Nigeria today is an abduc-
tion crisis that increasingly endangers lives.”

Those northern voices were recorded in April 2026. We are
now in June, and the tears have spread beyond the North. The
West is drenched. Last week, | said | feared a convulsion or a
combustion. | still do. Each day of anxiety, grief and pain deep-
ens a dangerous perception in the South: that the violence
tormenting its communities is being imported from else-
where. Every fresh abduction, every killing, every shattered
family pushes more people towards a conclusion that the
terror afflicting their communities comes from outside their
homeland. That is a dangerous road for any country to travel.

And the Nigerian state appears helpless—stuck and sinking
in the mud of unregulated violence. Where do we go from
here? Should citizens be trained and licensed to carry arms for
self-defence? Increasingly, these are questions which fright-
ened communities are asking.

History offers an intriguing parallel to what we suffer. The
Spanish countryside of the eighteenth century was insecure
and poorly policed. Farmers and their harvests, travellers and
their wares, were easy prey for bandits. In 1769, King Charles
Il of Spain responded by issuing a decree prohibiting the car-
rying of arms in the countryside after the hunting season. But
he exempted farmers and travellers.

The exemption was revealing. As Henk Driessen (1983)
notes, it amounted to an implicit admission that rural areas
were insecure and could not be efficiently policed by the
state. The king restricted weapons, but he also understood
that those who worked the land and travelled lonely roads
deserved safety and needed the means to defend themselves.

The question for Nigeria is whether we have reached the
same point as eighteenth-century Spain, where the state tac-
itly admitted its inability to secure the countryside, or whether
our rulers still refuse to accept that much of the country be-
yond the cities is unsafe and effectively abandoned to its fate.

Above, | quoted Shakespeare’s “syllable of dolor.” In today’s
English, the phrase means a cry of grief, a sound made by sor-
row itself. As | write this elegy for a wounded country, the feel-
ing is that every abduction, every ransom demand and every
fresh grave adds another note to Nigeria’s long song of dolor.

Something must change before that sad song becomes our
permanent national anthem.

The rebellion in APC

FOR no reason beyond bad belle, Orishala urged Ogun to pull
down Orunmila’s house. Why? Ogun asked. Orishala hinted that
Orunmila had become a dangerous rival to his dominance in the
pantheon of the gods.

Like a hired killer, Ogun agreed. But how would he recognise
Orunmila’s house? He had never been there. Orishala gave de-
tailed directions and added one crucial clue: Orunmila’s house,
unlike his own, had no white cloth on its roof.

But Orunmila had ears everywhere. He heard the plot and act-
ed swiftly. Under cover of darkness, he removed the white cloth
from Orishala’s roof and placed it on his own.

So when Ogun arrived in fury, the house he smashed belonged
to Orishala, his client. Ogun killed everyone inside and left Orun-
mila untouched. Then Orunmila danced and sang: Aseni n se ara
e. From that day, Orunmila became the boss.

A few weeks ago, while writing about the splintering of opposi-
tion parties and the coronation songs in the APC, | wrote about a
man who set fire to his neighbours’ huts, forgetting that flames
obey no boundaries; they usually consume their owner too.

| apply the Orishala-Orunmila story to Nigeria’s party politics.
Orunmila’s survival sense is lacking in opposition parties. He sur-
vived because he saw the danger coming and acted. Nigeria’s
opposition parties, by contrast, have often behaved like victims
waiting patiently for the executioner.

But karma is real, even the neck of one who beheads is not im-
mune to the sharp sword of death. The APC once celebrated the

demolition of its rivals’ political homes. Today, the bell tolls for the
demolisher.

And those leaving are not limping quietly into the night. They
are talking; using words that de-market. A former Inspector-
General of Police, Mohammed Abubakar Adamu, who resigned
from the APC days after losing the party’s governorship primary
in Nasarawa, said internal democracy, fairness, transparency and
equal opportunity that should guide a democratic political party
were absent in the ruling party. That is not a good testimonial for
a party that wears ‘progressive’ on its forehead.

Adamu was not alone.

For the same reason, former Deputy Senate President, Ovie
Omo-Agege, announced his resignation from the party. A day
later, a former Speaker of the Delta State House of Assembly also
quit. Their departure is not the issue. The issue is that the ruling
party could itself suffer what it once mocked others for suffering.

Even then, APC should worry less about those quitting; its death
may be those who are staying put like the pest that has vowed to
destroy kolanut from inside. Political parties are usually damaged
more by the wounded who remain than by the angry who leave.

So, from Nasarawa to Delta, and across much of the federation
where primaries were conducted, the APCis struggling to contain
the inferno ignited by the very process it called primaries. What
was meant to be a season of coronation has become a season of
rebellion. The fire it lit in other people’s compounds has found its
way back home.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be sent to letterstribune@yahoo.com
or by sms to 08158834559, 08053030234. They MUST be accompanied by the

full names and addresses of the writers.

Say ‘NO’ to improper disposal of waste

THE increasing habit of dumping
waste bins and refuse on roadsides
has become a major environmen-
tal concern in many communities
across the country.

Blocked drainage systems
caused by improperly disposed
waste have continued to con-

tribute to flooding and erosion.
Dropping of refuse randomly has
become rampant in our society,
and this is harmful to individuals’
health. Most people dump refuse
wherever they find themselves,
and this act should not be encour-
aged.

During heavy rains, heaps of re-
fuse are often seen floating through
the drainage polluting the sur-
roundings, and impeding the free
flow of water, leading to damaged
roads, infectious environment and
the likes. This act could lead to the
spread of cholera, malaria, and oth-

er diseases.

People should desist from the
act of dumping refuse indiscrimi-
nately. Government, community
leaders and environment health
care officials should enforce regu-
lations on hygiene, and punish
violators. Fines, or jailed terms

should be attached to the offenc-
es, as a clean environment births a
healthy living.

Let us work together to make our
environment clean.

Rita Oluwasaanufunmi is a stu-
dent of Adekunle Ajasin Univer-
sity, Akungba-Akoko, Ondo State.



NIGERIAN i

TRIBUNE

11

# www.tribuneonlineng.com  [EJNigerian Tribune

. @nigeriantribune

E3 Nigerian Tribune

MONDAY

M tribuneonlineng 1 JUNE, 2026

Send your opinion of about 1,000 words, with full name and address, to: optribune@yahoo.com

From Kigali to Nairobi: Can Africa rise beyond its shadows?

By Shola Adebowale

N the space of just 72 hours in May 2026, two contrast-

ing visions for Africa’s economic future unfolded barely

one hour’s flight apart. The Africa Forward Summit in

Nairobi, co-hosted by Kenyan President William Ruto and

French President Emmanuel Macron, focused on attract-
ing foreign capital and partnerships. At the same time, the
Africa CEO Forum in Kigali, backed by Rwandan President
Paul Kagame, emphasized African agency and the urgent
need for continental scale. The close timing of these events
brought a fundamental question into sharp focus: can Africa
successfully combine foreign partnerships with homegrown
ownership to break free from historical cycles of dependence,
or will it remain caught between short-term gains and long-
term unfulfilled potential? The Nairobi summit promoted a
renewed partnership with France, shifting the narrative from
aid to co-investment. Announcements at the event included
around 27 billion dollars in deals spanning clean energy, arti-
ficial intelligence, agriculture, infrastructure, and aviation. A
major highlight was the agreement between Kenya Airways
and Rubis Energy to develop a sustainable aviation fuel plant
near Nairobi. For France, the summit formed part of a strate-
gic effort to rebuild economic influence after losing ground
in the Sahel. For Kenya and other participating African coun-
tries, it represented an opportunity to secure capital for green
industrial projects and job creation.

In sharp contrast, the Kigali Africa CEO Forum 2026, themed
Scale or Fail: Why Africa Must Embrace Shared Ownership,
placed the African private sector at the center. The gather-
ing attracted more than 2,800 CEOs, investors, and several
heads of state without any single foreign power dominating
the conversation. Discussions focused on mobilizing African
capital from pension funds, banks, and stock exchanges to
build large-scale continental champions in sectors such as
telecoms, logistics, pharmaceuticals, and energy. Speakers,
including President Kagame, stressed the importance of own-
ing strategic value chains, noting that Africa possesses vast
solar potential and most of the world’s battery minerals. At-
tention also turned to practical tools for integration, including
the African Continental Free Trade Area, the Lobito Corridor,

the Pan-African Payment and Settlement System, and legal
harmonization initiatives.

The gains from the Nairobi approach are immediate and
tangible. The 27 billion dollars in commitments offer much-
needed capital to close infrastructure gaps. The sustainable
aviation fuel project, for instance, could reduce airline costs,
cut emissions, generate employment, and help position East
Africa in the growing low-carbon fuel market. Partnerships
with French companies bring valuable technology and exper-
tise in solar power, hydropower, and clean cooking solutions,
creating potential learning opportunities for African engineers
and firms. In addition, France’s active courtship gives African
governments greater negotiating leverage than in previous
decades. The advantages from the Kigali forum are more
structural and long-term. By encouraging shared ownership,
the event pushed African institutional investors to move be-
yond conservative government bonds and begin financing
scalable African enterprises. Success in this direction could
lead to the emergence of more homegrown conglomerates
with the financial strength to compete across borders and
eventually on the global stage. The forum also highlighted the
need for deeper regional integration to reduce the high trans-

The Nairobi model risks
deepening dependency if
contracts heavily favor foreign
suppliers and equipment,
allowing profits to flow back
abroad with limited local
industrialisation.

action costs that have kept African markets fragmented and
small. Most importantly, greater ownership of value chains
would allow Africa to capture more jobs, profits, and econom-
ic multipliers instead of exporting raw materials and importing
finished goods at higher prices.

Yet both approaches carry significant risks. The Nairobi
model risks deepening dependency if contracts heavily favor
foreign suppliers and equipment, allowing profits to flow back
abroad with limited local industrialisation. Political expecta-
tions tied to these deals, whether around security coopera-
tion or diplomatic alignment, could also conflict with broader
African interests. Furthermore, bilateral arrangements risk un-
dermining the African Continental Free Trade Area by creating
special advantages for external firms over African competi-
tors. The Kigali vision faces its own challenges. African pen-
sion funds and banks have historically been risk-averse, and
it remains uncertain whether they will commit capital at the
required scale. There is also the danger of elite capture, where
benefits flow mainly to a few large players and connected in-
terests, leaving small and medium enterprises as well as small-
er economies behind. Above all, the persistent gap between
ambitious declarations and actual implementation threatens
to turn the shared ownership agenda into another set of un-
fulfilled promises, especially given slow progress on customs
reform, non-tariff barriers, and transport infrastructure.

Taken together, these two summits illustrate the two paths
Africa is currently navigating. One path relies on rapid inflows
of foreign capital, even if it means external firms lead project
execution. This approach delivers quick infrastructure wins,
job creation, and a strong signal that Africa is open for busi-
ness. However, it carries the danger of losing control over stra-
tegic sectors and locking the continent into supplier-customer
relationships that limit deeper industrialization. The second
path focuses on building African-owned scale through region-
al integration and internal capital mobilization. Though slower
and more demanding, it promises greater value retention and
stronger African firms over time. (See the rest on www.tribu-
neonlineng.com)

eAdebowale writes in from Woji, Port Harcourt, Rivers
State.

Are Nigerian talents really not up to global standards?

By Shuaib. S. Agaka

WHEN Tosin Eniolorunda declared that Moniepoint had de-
cided in 2024 to stop hiring outside Nigeria, only to later dis-
cover in 2025 that many of the candidates identified were
“not up to global standards,” the comment immediately
ignited debate across Nigeria’s tech ecosystem. Since the
controversy erupted, | deliberately stayed reserved in com-
menting on it because | did not want to react from emotion
or sentiment. But the reaction the statement generated was
hardly surprising. In a country where thousands of gradu-
ates continue searching for opportunities while technology
remains one of the few sectors still offering economic hope,
such comments were always going to strike a nerve. For many
young Nigerians struggling with unemployment, inflation, and
an increasingly unforgiving labour market, the statement felt
less like a hiring complaint and more like a dismissal of their
efforts. Part of the outrage also came from Nigeria’s long his-
tory of foreign validation. For decades, many Nigerians have
watched multinational companies reserve top technical posi-
tions for expatriates while highly qualified locals struggled for
recognition. That background shaped how people interpreted
the Moniepoint CEQ’s remarks. Many did not hear a narrow
concern about recruitment standards. They heard a broader
suggestion that Nigerian professionals themselves were inad-
equate.

The timing made the reaction even more intense. Our coun-
try is currently experiencing one of its toughest economic
periods in recent years. Inflation continues to erode purchas-
ing power, the naira has suffered repeated devaluations, and
youth unemployment remains a serious concern. For many
young Nigerians learning software engineering, cybersecurity,
or product design, tech represents more than a profession. It
represents survival, relevance, and the possibility of economic
mobility. That is why the statement felt deeply personal to
aspiring developers spending months building skills despite
graduating from underfunded institutions and operating in
difficult conditions. Yet beneath the outrage lies a contra-
diction that is difficult to ignore. Nigeria produces hundreds
of thousands of graduates yearly and continues to battle
widespread unemployment, yet some of its fastest-growing

technology companies insist they cannot find enough quali-
fied talent. The deeper | examined the issue, the clearer it
became that the problem is not necessarily a shortage of
people, but a shortage of people with the specific skills, ex-
posure, and experience required by companies operating at
a global scale. To be fair, there is some truth in the concerns
raised by the Moniepoint CEO. Employers across the tech-
nology sector have privately complained for years about out-
dated curricula, weak practical training, and the disconnect
between academic learning and industry demands. Technol-
ogy evolves far faster than traditional educational systems,
and many graduates leave school without experience in
cloud infrastructure, cybersecurity operations, system archi-
tecture, or large-scale collaborative software development.
Modern technology companies are no longer looking only
for people who can write code. They want professionals ca-
pable of building scalable systems, solving complex business
problems, and working effectively in highly demanding engi-
neering environments.

Nigerian developers
continue to build globally
funded startups and
contribute to intemational
technology projects. If
Nigerian professionals were
fundamentally substandard,
global companies would
not continue hiring them
aggressively.

But focusing only on employer complaints ignores an-
other reality. Nigeria has already proven that it can produce
world-class talent. Nigerian engineers work at companies like
Google, Microsoft, Meta, and Amazon. Nigerian developers
continue to build globally funded startups and contribute to
international technology projects. If Nigerian professionals
were fundamentally substandard, global companies would
not continue hiring them aggressively. What Nigeria appears
to face is not a complete absence of talent, but difficulty pro-
ducing and retaining highly experienced professionals at the
scale required by a rapidly expanding digital economy. This
challenge has become even more complicated because many
of the country’s best professionals are increasingly leaving the
local ecosystem. Over the last few years, thousands of skilled
Nigerians have either relocated abroad or moved into remote
roles for foreign companies paying in dollars and euros. Lo-
cal startups are no longer competing only against themselves
for talent. They are competing against the global labour mar-
ket. That reality also explains why many people pushed back
against the conversation around “global standards.” If com-
panies want globally competitive talent, workers naturally
expect globally competitive compensation and work environ-
ments. Many Nigerian startup employees have repeatedly
complained about burnout, unstable management structures,
poor work-life balance, and salaries that cannot compete with
international opportunities. Skilled engineers increasingly un-
derstand their value and are no longer willing to tolerate poor
conditions simply because a company is locally successful.

| also think the statement unintentionally undermined on-
going efforts to strengthen Nigeria’s digital workforce. Pro-
grammes introduced by the National Information Technology
Development Agency (NITDA), including the 3 Million Techni-
cal Talent initiative and the Digital for All initiative, were spe-
cifically created to prepare young Nigerians for global com-
petitiveness. Public comments suggesting local professionals
are broadly below global standards risk weakening confidence
in those efforts at a time when the country is actively trying to
position itself as a serious digital economy.

See the rest on www.tribuneonlineng.com)

*Agaka, a tech journalist and digital policy analyst, is
based in Kano.
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Gas project stoppage: Concems over Shagamu-
Ibadan pipeline, investment climate

By Wale Olapade

E recent completion of the Riv-
er Niger crossing segment of the
Obiafu-Obrikom-Oben (OB3) gas
pipeline by NNPC Gas Infrastructure
Company (NGIC), a subsidiary of the

Nigerian National Petroleum Company Lim-
ited (NNPC Ltd), has been widely celebrated
as a major breakthrough in Nigeria’s quest to
expand gas infrastructure and strengthen do-
mestic energy supply.

After years of delays caused largely by the
engineering complexities associated with
crossing the River Niger, the successful com-
pletion of the 130-kilometre pipeline is ex-
pected to significantly improve gas transpor-
tation capacity across the country. According
to NNPC, the OB3 pipeline has the capacity to
transport up to two billion standard cubic feet
of gas per day, enhancing energy security and
supporting economic growth.

However, while the OB3 project signals
progress in one part of the country’s gas infra-
structure agenda, another major gas project
in the South-West has become the centre of
an increasingly contentious dispute with po-
tentially significant implications for industrial
development, investment confidence and
regulatory certainty.

The 80-kilometre Sagamu-lbadan gas pipe-
line project, being developed by NIPCO Gas
Limited in partnership with NNPC Gas Mar-
keting Limited (NGML), has remained stalled
for more than five months, following a stop-
work order issued by the Oyo State govern-
ment in December 2025.

Industry stakeholders warn that the pro-
longed suspension of the project could un-
dermine efforts to expand domestic gas utili-
sation and support industrial growth along
one of Nigeria’s most important economic
corridors.

Designed to transport natural gas from Sag-
amu in Ogun State to Ibadan in Oyo State, the
pipeline forms a critical component of the na-
tion’s gas distribution network and is expect-
ed to supply industries, commercial users and
other consumers across the region.

The project was conceived as a strategic
intervention to address energy challenges
faced by manufacturers operating within the
Lagos-Ibadan industrial corridor, one of the
country’s largest manufacturing hubs.

Energy analysts note that natural gas re-
mains one of the most cost-effective energy
sources available to industries, particularly
at a time when manufacturers continue to
struggle with high electricity costs, unreliable
grid supply and rising diesel prices.

According to industry sources, more than
$100 million has already been invested in the
Sagamu-Ibadan pipeline project. The expen-
diture covers pipeline procurement, right-of-
way acquisition, engineering activities, mobi-
lization and other preparatory work.

Stakeholders fear that every additional
month of inactivity could increase project
costs through demobilisation and remobilisa-
tion expenses, contract adjustments, financ-
ing charges and other unforeseen liabilities.

The project is being executed under a 25-
year Gas Distribution Licence issued by the
Nigerian Midstream and Downstream Pe-
troleum Regulatory Authority (NMDPRA) in
accordance with the provisions of the Petro-
leum Industry Act (PIA).

For many observers, the dispute surround-
ing the project extends beyond a simple dis-

President Bola Tinubu

agreement between a project developer and
a state government. Rather, it raises broader
questions about the relationship between
federal regulatory authority and state-level
interests in the implementation of major in-
frastructure projects.

Industry experts argue that delays affecting
projects backed by federal licences could send
negative signals to investors, particularly at a
time when Nigeria is actively seeking billions
of dollars in investments to expand its gas in-
frastructure and support the Federal Govern-
ment’s gas-based industrialisation agenda.

The immediate economic consequences
are already becoming evident.

Manufacturers operating within the Ibadan-
Ogere-Oluyole industrial corridor continue to
rely heavily on diesel-powered generators
and electricity from the national grid. Indus-
try operators say the absence of pipeline gas

Gov Seyi Makinde

keeps production costs elevated and limits
the competitiveness of locally manufactured
goods.

Several industries, including food process-
ing companies, agro-allied firms, ceramic
manufacturers and beverage producers, had
reportedly incorporated access to natural gas
into their medium-term expansion strategies.

Stakeholders believe that delays in pipeline
completion could postpone investments, re-
duce projected industrial output and slow job
creation opportunities that were expected to
emerge from expanded gas access.

The pipeline is also considered important
to the Federal Government’s broader energy
transition objectives, including the Presiden-
tial Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) Initiative
aimed at promoting cleaner transportation
fuels and reducing dependence on conven-
tional petroleum products.

The PIA has outlined a robust
regulatory framework that operators
should comply with. Where there
are challenges with compliance, we
expect that stakeholder consultation
and alignment are required to
ensure investments are not de-

incentivised.

Energy sector analysts argue that gas dis-
tribution infrastructure is just as important
as upstream gas production in achieving na-
tional energy goals.

While Nigeria possesses some of the larg-
est natural gas reserves in Africa, experts note
that the challenge has often been connecting
available gas supplies to end-users through
efficient transportation and distribution net-
works.

Projects such as the Sagamu-lbadan pipe-
line therefore serve as essential links between
gas producers and industrial consumers.

According to analysts, uncertainty sur-
rounding such projects could discourage fu-
ture investments across the gas value chain,
including upstream production, processing
facilities and distribution infrastructure.

The dispute that led to the suspension of
construction has centred largely on regula-
tory and commercial considerations.

Investigations by the Nigerian Tribune indi-
cate that following the issuance of the stop-
work order, representatives of NIPCO Gas
Limited and the Oyo State Government held
a series of meetings aimed at finding a mu-
tually acceptable solution and facilitating the
resumption of construction activities.

However, the discussions reportedly failed
to produce a conclusive resolution.

Sources familiar with the negotiations dis-
closed that one of the key issues involved
proposals by the state government for Shell
Nigeria Gas (SNG) to participate in aspects of
gas distribution infrastructure development
within the state.

According to the sources, NIPCO Gas Lim-
ited rejected the proposal, arguing that the
Gas Distribution Licence issued by the NMD-
PRA provides the legal basis for the project
and does not contemplate the inclusion of
another operator within the licensed distribu-
tion arrangement.

The disagreement subsequently led to ex-
changes of correspondence between the par-
ties as they sought to defend their respective
positions regarding the future of gas distribu-
tion infrastructure in the state.

Speaking on the matter, petroleum en-
gineer and energy policy expert, Joseph E.
Nwakwue, described the situation as unusual
and stressed the importance of regulatory
clarity.

Nwakwue noted that while he was not fully
acquainted with all the details of the dispute,
the NMDPRA remains the statutory regula-
tor responsible for issuing licences within the
midstream and downstream petroleum sec-
tors.

“I am not familiar with the issues with the
suspension of the NIPCO pipeline project. |
suspect there might be some local or regula-
tory issues,” he said.

“NMDPRA has responsibility for licencing.
The state government is not the regulator.
Like | said earlier, it is difficult to comment
when all the facts are not available.”

He further observed that the Petroleum In-
dustry Act provides a comprehensive regula-
tory framework for operators and investors.

“The PIA has outlined a robust regulatory
framework that operators should comply
with. Where there are challenges with com-
pliance, we expect that stakeholder consulta-
tion and alignment are required to ensure in-
vestments are not de-incentivized,” he added.

Responding to concerns raised by stake-

CONTINUES ON PAGE 18
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Commercial Papers Treasury Bills Bonds
MATURITY DISCOUNT |  YIELD CHANGE (%) | DATE MATURITY DISCOUNT | YIELD CHANGE (%)| DATE DESCRIPTION PRICE YIELD CHANGE (%)| DATE
SKMP CP L 12-JUN-26 23.25 23.45 -0.02 May 29, 2026 NTB 9-Jul-26 15.90 16.19 -0.02 May 29, 2026 £13.98 23-FEB-2028 95.92 16.73 0.01 May 29, 2026
DANS CP XVI 14-JUL-26 20.16 20.69 0.00 May 29, 2026 NTB 6-Aug-26 15.88 16.37 -0.02 May 29, 2026 A21.00 20-MAR-2028 106.76 16.47 -0.01 May 29, 2026
HAAT CP X 7-SEP-26 2141 2275 0.01 May 29, 2026 NTB 3-Sept-26 16.02 16.73 0.03 May 29, 2026 A19.30 17-APR-2029 105.51 16.78 ~0.01 May 29, 2026
PCLL CP V 25-SEP-26 21.09 2264 0.00 May 29, 2026 NTB 8-Oct-26 16.20 17.21 20.02 May 29, 2026 714,55 26-APR-2029 96.25 16.20 0.00 May 29, 2026
AGRO CP IV 7-DEC-26 20.25 22.66 -0.01 May 29, 2026 NTB 5-Nov-26 16.08 17.29 -0.03 May 29, 2026 A18.50 21-FEB-2031 104.62 17.01 0.00 May 29, 2026

CBN grants payment operators flexibility on PoS
Geo-Fencing, extends enforcement to August 1

E Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) has
extended the en-
forcement dead-
line for mandatory
geo-fencing of Point of Sale
(PoS) terminals to August 1,
2026, while expanding the
permitted geo-fence radius
from 10 metres to 70 me-
tres to ease compliance for
operators.

In a circular dated May
29, and signed by Dr. Rakiya
O. Yusuf, Director of the Pay-
ments System Supervision
Department, the apex bank
cited ongoing stakeholder
engagements and opera-
tional realities as reasons
for the adjustments.

The circular, titled with
reference to the earlier Au-
gust 25, 2025 directive on
ISO 20022 migration and
mandatory geo-tagging,
stated: “Further to the Cir-
cular with reference number
PSS/DIR/PUB/CIR/001/001
dated August 25, 2025 on
migration to ISO 20022 stan-
dards for payments messag-
ing, mandatory geotagging
of payment terminals, and
various stakeholders’ en-
gagement on the subject
to address the operational-
ization of the Circular, the
Central Bank of Nigeria has
considered and approved
the following:

i. Geo-fence radius is
hereby increased from 10

Institutions poised

metres to 70 metres.

ii. Enforcement of PoS Ter-
minal Geo-fence is extended
to August 1, 2026.”

The CBN directed all li-
cenced operators — in-
cluding commercial banks,
mobile money operators,
payment service providers,
switching companies, mi-
crofinance banks, and super
agents — to complete the
necessary technical and op-
erational processes ahead of
the new deadline. Payment
service providers are re-
quired to submit evidence of
compliance to the Payments

System Supervision Depart-
ment no later than July 31.
The sevenfold increase in
the geo-fence radius is ex-
pected to provide greater
flexibility, particularly for
agency banking operators
and merchants operating
in areas with poor GPS ac-
curacy or infrastructure
constraints. Geo-fencing
technology allows regula-
tors to monitor the physical
locations of PoS devices, re-
ducing the risk of terminals
being deployed in unau-
thorised locations and en-
hancing overall transaction

|

q

From left, Minister of State, Ministry of Budget and Economic Planning, Dr Doris Uzoka Anite and

monitoring.

Industry stakeholders had
raised concerns about the
initial 10-metre restriction,
which many described as too
stringent for practical field
operations.

The extension gives op-
erators additional time to
resolve integration issues,
particularly with the National
Central Switch, and fully align
their systems with the new
location-based  monitoring
framework.

Last August, the CBN is-
sued a comprehensive circu-
lar mandating the adoption

)

the Minister of finance & Coordinating Minister of the Economy Taiwo Oyedele, during a visit by the

former, to the CME in Abuja.

or compliance with IFRS 20

As IASB unveils new Standard for Rate-Regulated entities

FINANCIAL Institutions in
Nigeria, renowned for their
robust adherence to Inter-
national Financial Reporting
Standards (IFRS), are expect-
ed to navigate the recently
issued IFRS 20 Regulatory
Assets and Regulatory Liabil-
ities with relative ease, even
as the new standard primari-
ly targets rate-regulated sec-
tors such as utilities, energy,
and essential services.

The International Ac-
counting Standards Board
(IASB) formally issued IFRS
20 on May 27. The standard
becomes effective for annual
reporting periods beginning
on or after January 1, 2029,
with early adoption permit-
ted. It replaces the interim
IFRS 14 Regulatory Deferral
Accounts and supplements
IFRS 15 Revenue from Con-
tracts with Customers.

In plain terms, IFRS 20 re-

quires entities to recognise
regulatory assets and liabili-
ties arising from timing dif-
ferences in rate-regulated
environments. These occur
when goods or services are
provided in one period but
the related compensation
is recovered or refunded
through regulated rates in
another period.

A regulatory asset repre-
sents an enforceable right
to add amounts to future
rates (e.g., costs incurred
now but recoverable later),
while a regulatory liability
reflects an obligation to de-
duct amounts from future
rates (e.g., over-recoveries
that must be returned to
customers). These balances
are measured using a cash-
flow-based approach, incor-
porating estimates, timing,
uncertainty, and discounting
at the regulatory interest

rate.

The standard aims to
eliminate diversity in prac-
tice, enhance comparability,
and provide investors with
clearer insights into how
regulation impacts financial
performance, position, and
future cash flows. It does not
apply to regulated premi-
ums in insurance contracts
under IFRS 17.

According to the board,
while IFRS 20 is expected
to have the most signifi-
cant impact on utilities and
infrastructure  companies
subject to explicit rate-
setting by regulators, its
relevance to commercial
banks remains limited. Ni-
gerian banks operate under
the regulatory oversight of
the Central Bank of Nige-
ria (CBN), focusing on pru-
dential guidelines, capital
adequacy, and interest rate

frameworks rather than
the classic “rate-regulated”
model described in IFRS 20
(where regulators directly
prescribe customer charges
to recover specific costs
with timing mismatches).

Industry experts believe
any potential application to
banks would be narrow—
possibly in specific regulated
activities or subsidiaries.

Mr. Adebayo Olusegun,
a senior partner at a lead-
ing Lagos-based accounting
firm, noted: “Nigerian banks
have consistently demon-
strated high levels of IFRS
compliance, particularly
with complex standards like
IFRS 9. Their sophisticated
systems, robust data infra-
structure, and proactive reg-
ulatory engagement posi-
tion them well to assess and
implement IFRS 20 where
applicable.”

Nigerian Inter-bank Treasury Bills True Yields NITTY

TENOR RATE (%) | CHANGE (%) DATE

1M 16.0422 -0.06 May 26, 2026
3M 16.4182 0.00 May 26, 2026
&M 17.2677 0.06 May 26, 2026
EY 18.2266 0.16 May 26, 2026
12M 18.8618 0.02 May 26, 2026

Nigerian Inter-bank Offered Rate NIBOR

TENOR RATE (%) | CHANGE (%) DATE

O/N 222429 0.04 May 26, 2026
M 227171 0.06 May 26, 2026
3M 732929 0.15 Miay 26, 2026
&M 73,8486 0.45 Miay 26, 2026

WEEKLY REVIEW

Money Market

System liquidity opened the week at N6.02 tril-
lion, improving significantly from N2.79 trillion
recorded in the previous week, largely due to in-
creased placements at the Standing Deposit Facil-
ity (SDF) window, which rose to N5.89 trillion. The
improved liquidity conditions were reflected in the
money market, where interbank rates remained
broadly stable despite a mildly bullish trend. The
Open Repo Rate (OPR) closed the week unchanged
at 22.00 per cent, while the Overnight (O/N) rate
declined by 5 basis points (bps) week-on-week to
22.19 per cent.

On a month-on-month basis, the OPR remained
flat, while the O/N rate edged up by 8bps to 22.11
per cent.

Across the fixed-income market, benchmark yields
recorded mixed performance during the week.
Treasury Bills yields increased by 11bps week-on-
week to 17.48 per cent, reflecting mild sell-side
pressure. In contrast, Open Market Operation
(OMO) Bills yields declined by 4bps to 20.72 per
cent, supported by sustained investor demand for
high-yield liquidity management instruments.

Currency Market

The naira strengthened at the official foreign ex-
change market during the week, appreciating by
16bps to close at N1,373.25/S compared with
N1,375.46/S in the preceding week. At the paral-
lel market, however, the exchange rate remained
unchanged at N1,390.00/S.

On a month-on-month basis, the local currency
appreciated by 54bps from N1,380.71/S at the of-
ficial market and by 108bps from N1,405.00/$ at
the parallel market. The improvement underscores
growing stability in the foreign exchange market
and reduced currency volatility.

FGN Bond Market

The Federal Government bond market remained
largely stable last week, with benchmark vyields
posting marginal movements across the vyield
curve. Short-term bond yields eased by 1bp to
16.60 per cent, while mid-term and long-term
yields rose by 1bp and 6bps to 16.48 per cent and
15.14 per cent, respectively.

Month-on-month performance showed a broad
upward adjustment in yields across all maturities.
Short-term vyields increased by 13bps from 16.19
per cent, mid-term yields rose by 17bps from
16.31 per cent, while long-term yields advanced
by 41bps from 14.73 per cent. The upward trend
suggests a gradual repricing of fixed-income assets
amid evolving market expectations and liquidity
conditions.
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We build trust through relationship banking, not transactions —Anele

In a volatile macroeconomic environment, banks that endure are those whose customers can openly discuss challenges before they become
defaults, says the Managing Director/ Chief Executive Officer of Nova Commercial Bank, Mr. Jude Anele. Speaking on the bank’s post-
recapitalisation strategy, Anele said the bank is positioning itself as a relationship-driven institution focused on SMEs, retail customers and
underserved business corridors. In this interview with CHIMA NWOKOJI, he explains why the bank is prioritising advisory-led banking, disciplined

lending and technology-backed expansion. Excerpts:

what extent will recapitaliation shift your risk ap-
petite, particularly in corporate versus retail lend-
ing?
Recapitalisation expands our risk capacity, but it
does not change our risk philosophy. We are a rela-
tionship bank, and our risk appetite is guided by the quality
of our understanding of the borrower, not just the size of the
transaction.

In corporate banking, we will deepen existing relationships
and selectively grow new ones where our advisory model adds
value. In retail banking, our mass-customisation approach al-
lows us to assess risk at category level with merchant banking
depth, which is far more intelligent than a generic retail scor-
ing model. We are not choosing between corporate and retail
banking. We are building a disciplined loan book across both
segments.

What sectors will you prioritise for credit expansion, and
why?

We have deliberately identified five sectors — manufactur-
ing, agro-processing, trade and commerce, logistics, and pro-
fessional and technology services. Agro-processing remains
one of Nigeria’s highest-potential yet most underfinanced
sectors. Trade and commerce players who drive economic
activity have also been underserved by formal banking insti-
tutions. Logistics represents the invisible infrastructure of the
economy, while professional and technology services continue
to generate strong value despite largely intangible assets that
require creative credit structuring. Each of these sectors aligns
with communities where Nova Bank already has established
relationships.

With the completion of recapitalisation, how would you
describe Nova Commercial Bank’s new strategic position
within Nigeria’s banking landscape?

Our position is clear — a well-capitalised, relationship-driven
mid-tier commercial bank with the advisory depth of a mer-
chant bank and the reach of a commercial institution.

We are not chasing size; we are building preference. Our re-
capitalisation was not a survival exercise but the foundation for
a deliberate growth agenda. We are entering this phase with
stronger capital, a commercial banking licence, an experienced
leadership team and a strategy focused on SMEs, retail clients
and underserved business corridors.

What specific gaps or opportunities is the bank now better
positioned to address post-recapitalisation?

Three major gaps stand out. First is SME credit, particularly
for businesses excluded by collateral-led lending models de-
spite being creditworthy. Second is retail banking, where we in-
tend to serve everyday Nigerians through our Phygital model in
communities where we already have commercial roots. Third
is trade and supply chain finance, where our merchant banking
heritage gives us a structural advantage.

How is the bank preparing to withstand external shocks
such as currency volatility, inflation and policy tightening?

We have built resilience through four key disciplines. First
is portfolio diversification, which reduces concentration risk
across sectors and locations. Second is conservative foreign ex-
change management. We maintain tightly controlled FX posi-
tions and only extend foreign currency loans to borrowers with
genuine FX-earning capacity. Third is regular stress testing. Our
risk management framework includes scenario analysis against
macroeconomic shocks, while our capital buffers are calibrated
to absorb those pressures.

Fourth — and perhaps most importantly — is relationship
depth. In a volatile environment, banks survive when clients
are willing to pick up the phone and discuss emerging difficul-
ties honestly rather than conceal them until they become de-
faults. That level of trust is built through relationship banking,
not transactional banking.

How will the additional capital be deployed?

Three simultaneous tracks. Lending: we are growing our loan
book with deliberate focus on SME and commercial credit,
structured around cash flow intelligence rather than collat-
eral alone. Technology: our phygital infrastructure requires
continuous investment, our mobile platform, core banking
systems, and data analytics capability are all being upgraded.
Expansion: we are opening nine additional branches this year.
These are not competing priorities, they are complementary.
Every branch opening is supported by digital infrastructure; ev-
ery technology investment improves the quality of our lending
decisions.

How is the bank balancing aggressive growth ambitions

-

Anele

with prudent risk management in a volatile macroeconomic
environment?

By not treating them as opposites. Our board-level risk man-
agement committee sets the risk appetite framework within
which management operates. We have a tiered approval au-
thority structure that ensures no single decision-maker car-
ries disproportionate exposure. And our merchant banking
heritage has trained us to understand that the most dangerous
loan is not the large one — it is the one you do not understand.
In a volatile macro environment, the answer is not to stop lend-
ing. It is to lend more intelligently — which is what our advisory
model is built to do.

How does Nova plan to differentiate itself in an increasingly
crowded and competitive banking sector?

On three dimensions that are genuinely hard to replicate.
First, advisory intelligence — six years of merchant banking has
built an institutional capability for understanding businesses
deeply that most commercial banks simply do not have. Sec-
ond, community presence with institutional rigour — we are
entering markets with pre-built relationships and trust, not
starting from zero with a branch and a marketing campaign.
Third, mass customization — the ability to serve thousands of
customers with the depth of understanding that was previously
only available to individual merchant banking clients, delivered
through technology. These are not marketing positions. They
are structural advantages.

Are there plans to expand geographically within Nigeria?

Yes — and we are already executing. We currently operate
seven branches and are opening nine additional locations be-
fore year-end, which nearly triples our physical footprint in
Seven months. The expansion is concentrated where our exist-
ing commercial relationships are deepest and where the gap

We have deliberately
identified five sectors
— manufacturing, agro-
processing, trade and
commerce, logistics, and
professional and technology
services. Agro-processing
remains one of Nigeria's
highest-potential yet most
underfinanced sectors.

between banking supply and business demand is most acute.
Each new branch is a deepening of an existing relationship,
not an attempt to enter an unfamiliar market. Beyond that,
our Phygital model extends our effective reach far beyond our
branch count — any Nigerian with a smartphone can access
Nova Bank wherever they are.

How critical is digital transformation to your post-recapital-
isation strategy?

Itis not a strand of the strategy — it is the delivery infrastruc-
ture of the entire strategy. Our Phygital model is the architec-
ture through which we serve the full spectrum of Nigerian
banking customers: those who want a seamless mobile-first
experience and those who need the reassurance of a relation-
ship manager in a branch. We are investing in core banking
modernization, mobile platform development, data analytics
for credit intelligence, and the digital onboarding infrastructure
that will allow us to scale our customer base without propor-
tionally scaling our cost base. The debate between digital-first
and branch-led banking is a false binary. We are engineering
both into a single coherent experience.

How do you intend to improve cost efficiency while scaling
operations?

Through the deliberate architecture of our expansion mod-
el. We are not building a high-cost branch network — we are
building a Phygital model where digital channels carry the ma-
jority of transaction volume and branches serve as relation-
ship anchors for higher-value interactions. That ratio keeps our
cost-to-serve per customer significantly lower than a branch-
heavy model. We are also leveraging technology to automate
routine processes — account opening; as witnessed during the
media parley, basic customer resolution, compliance monitor-
ing — which allows our human capital to focus on the advisory
and relationship work that actually differentiates us. Sound
equipment and shared infrastructure are also being treated
as institutional capital investments rather than one-off event
costs. Efficiency and quality are not in tension for us.

In what ways will recapitalisation enhance customer expe-
rience and service delivery?

Directly, in three ways. First, product expansion — a stronger
capital base allows us to offer a broader range of products, in-
cluding longer-tenor credit facilities and more complex trade
finance structures, that were previously outside our capacity.
Second, technology investment — our Phygital platform im-
provements are capital-funded, and they directly improve the
speed, reliability, and quality of every customer interaction.
Third, talent — recapitalization allows us to attract and retain
the quality of talent that delivers genuinely differentiated ser-
vice. But | want to be clear: enhanced customer experience at
Nova Commercial Bank is not primarily a function of capital — it
is a function of culture. We have built a culture of anticipatory
service, where the standard is not responding well to customer
problems but identifying and solving them before they arise.

What governance and internal control frameworks have
been strengthened to match the bank’s new scale?

Our governance architecture was not built for our previous
scale — it was built for the scale we intend to become. Our
board committees — covering risk, audit and compliance, fi-
nance, nominations, and human resources — operate as ac-
tive oversight mechanisms, not ceremonial structures. Each is
chaired by a non-executive director with specific domain ex-
pertise. We have a tiered approval authority framework that
defines decision-making boundaries at every level of the orga-
nization. And our whistleblowing mechanism is domiciled with
an independent third-party firm — entirely insulated from
institutional influence. Corporate governance is not a compli-
ance exercise for us. It is the structural conviction on which ev-
erything else is built. Any institution that lacks it will eventually
fail — regardless of its capital position.

What are your expectations for profitability and return on
equity over the next three to five years?

We are not disclosing specific financial targets at this stage —
those will be shared through the appropriate disclosure chan-
nels. What | can tell you is that our profitability model is built
on a few clear convictions. Relationship banking generates
better asset quality than transactional banking over time —
and better asset quality is the foundation of sustainable profit-
ability. Our cost architecture is designed for efficiency at scale.
And our sectoral and geographic positioning targets markets
with significant unmet demand, which gives us pricing power
that a bank competing in already saturated markets does not
have. We are building for long-term, sustainable returns — not
short-term metrics that compromise the institution’s health.
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Stories by Chima Nwokoji
| Lagos

E Nigeria Revenue

Service (NRS) and

the Joint Revenue

Board (JRB) have of-

ficially commenced

the implementation of a new

13-digit Taxpayer Identifica-

tion (Tax ID) system across
the country.

In a joint public notice, the
agencies announced that the
new Tax ID, introduced under
Sections 6, 7, and 8 of the Ni-
geria Tax Administration Act,
2025, will now serve as the

B

with Chima Nwokoji

NRS, JRB launch new 13-digit Tax ID system

mandatory single identifier
for all taxable persons in the
country.

The initiative is part of a
broader reform aimed at
strengthening tax administra-
tion, reducing leakages, and
improving efficiency in the
revenue system.

According to the state-
ment, the Tax ID will replace
the existing Taxpayer Iden-
tification Number (TIN) and
function as a unified identity
for taxpayers when dealing
with federal and state tax au-
thorities.

It is expected to eliminate

duplication of records, har-
monise taxpayer data across
all tiers of government, and
streamline tax processes.

According to the notice, key
benefits of the tax ID include:
one Tax ID for all tax trans-
actions and engagements;
easier registration, filing, and
payment procedures; en-
hanced tracking and visibility
of taxpayer records; signifi-
cant reduction in tax leak-
ages; better alignment of tax-
payer information between
federal and sub-national gov-
ernments

The agencies also notified

all Ministries, Departments
and Agencies (MDAs), finan-
cial institutions, and other
organisations currently using
the old TIN Validation API
that the system has been
replaced by the new Tax ID
platform.

Organisations requiring
integration or validation ser-
vices have been directed to
contact the relevant depart-
ments:

For individuals, enterprises,
and business names: Stan-
dardisation and Modernisa-
tion Department of the Joint
Revenue Board (JRB).

Directors, Heads of Units, the Chief of Staff, and Technical Assistants of the Kaduna State Internal Revenue Service (KADIRS) who received
a delegation from OPay Company, led by Mr. Saidu, the Regional Manager, North, of the fintech company, during a presentation session
aimed at exploring innovative digital payment solutions to enhance revenue generation in the state.

Nigeria misses Q1 2026 tax target by N2.24tn
amid reform transition

NIGERIA recorded a N2.24
trillion shortfall in tax rev-
enue collection in the first
quarter of 2026 as the
country’s ongoing tax re-
form programme and tran-
sition from the Federal
Inland Revenue Service to
the Nigeria Revenue Service
(NRS) continued to reshape
the fiscal landscape.

Documents from the Fed-
eration Account Allocation
Committee (FAAC) showed
that gross revenue collec-
tions for the period stood
at N7.44 trillion against a
projected target of N9.68
trillion, representing a per-
formance rate of 76.87 per-
cent.

The development high-

lights mounting pressure on
government finances at a
time authorities are seeking
to boost non-oil revenues,
strengthen tax compliance
and finance an ambitious
national budget amid de-
clining oil earnings and el-
evated borrowing costs.
Analysis of the revenue
performance indicated
that weaker-than-expected
Companies Income Tax
collections significantly
affected overall receipts
during the quarter. Lower
petroleum royalties also
contributed to the revenue
gap, reflecting ongoing
challenges in the oil and gas
sector, including production
constraints and fluctuating

global oil market condi-
tions.

However, Value Added Tax
collections and Petroleum
Profits Tax receipts showed
relative resilience, help-
ing to cushion the broader
decline in government rev-
enue.

The Q1 performance
comes as the newly estab-
lished Nigeria Revenue Ser-
vice intensifies efforts to
reposition tax administra-
tion and improve collection
efficiency under the federal
government’s fiscal reform
agenda.

The NRS has repeatedly
stressed the need for strict-
er compliance by govern-
ment agencies, corporate

organisations and state au-
thorities, warning that taxes
collected but not remitted
to the federation account
could attract sanctions.

According to officials fa-
miliar with the ongoing re-
forms, the revenue agency
may begin deducting out-
standing liabilities directly
from FAAC allocations due
to states and government
institutions that fail to meet
remittance obligations.

The government is target-
ing about N40 trillion in rev-
enue generation for 2026
as part of broader efforts
to reduce fiscal deficits, im-
prove infrastructure financ-
ing and lessen dependence
on debt.

NRS assures taxpayers of secure, user-friendly Rev360 platform

THE Nigeria Revenue Service
(NRS) has launched Rev360,
a next-generation digital tax
administration platform de-
signed to make tax compliance
faster, safer, and significantly
simpler for Nigerian taxpayers.

Rev360 replaces the older
TaxProMax system and comes
with robust security features,
a modern user-friendly in-
terface, and advanced capa-
bilities aimed at transforming
how taxpayers interact with

the revenue authority.

In response to concerns
about data safety, the NRS has
assured taxpayers that Rev360
is built with security at its core.
The platform incorporates
state-of-the-art cybersecurity
measures, robust encryption,
and comprehensive data pro-
tection protocols fully aligned
with the Nigerian Data Protec-
tion Act (NDPA).

“Rev360 is designed to be
straightforward, with guided

onboarding and step-by-step
prompts to help first-time
users complete tasks on the
platform,” the NRS stated in a
Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ) document shared on its
official X handle.

Taxpayers can now con-
veniently initiate and track
several key processes online,
including applications for Tax
Clearance Certificates (TCCs),
refund requests, and access
to tax statements. The plat-

form also provides extensive
support resources such as re-
corded webinars, user guides,
templates, and helpdesk assis-
tance through the Rev360 por-
tal, Contact Centre, and email
support channels.

Leading legal advisory firm,
Banwo & Ighodalo, in a note
to its clients, described the
launch as “a major step toward
a more seamless, transparent,
and taxpayer-focused tax sys-
tem in Nigeria.”

For corporate entities: Tax
Automation Department, Ni-
geria Revenue Service (NRS).

The notice urged all stake-
holders to begin the transi-
tion process immediately to
avoid any disruption in tax-
related operations.

The Management of the
Nigeria Revenue Service and
the Joint Revenue Board
signed the joint statement,
describing the new Tax ID as
a critical step toward a more
modern, transparent, and ef-
ficient tax system in Nigeria.

E-invoicing boosts ease of
doing business in Nigeria
—University don

A prominent university don
and policy expert, Prof. Jon-
athan Aremu, has described
Nigeria’s rollout of e-invoic-
ing as a “game changer” in
tax administration that is
significantly improving the
country’s Ease of Doing
Business environment.
Professor Aremu, who
serves as Facilitator of the
Trade, Investment, & Com-
petitiveness Policy Commis-
sion (TICPC) of the Nigerian
Economic Summit Group
(NESG), highlighted the
benefits, while delivering a
welcome address at a TICPC
programme on e-invoicing.
According to him, the adop-
tion of electronic invoicing is
cutting red tape by automat-
ing invoice validation, mini-
mising manual paperwork,
and delivering faster, more
transparent compliance pro-
cesses for businesses.
“Businesses now face
fewer delays at tax offices,
reduced administrative er-
rors, and a clearer audit
trail that lowers transaction
costs,” he noted.
“This makes it easier
for firms, especially Small
and Medium Enterprises

(SMEs), to operate and ex-

pand.”

E-invoicing involves the
electronic generation,
transmission, validation,

storage, and reporting of
invoices through a digital
platform integrated with
the Nigeria Revenue Service
(NRS) systems. Professor
Aremu outlined several key
advantages of the system.

He said the system en-
ables real-time recording
and transmission of trans-
actions to tax authorities,
reducing  underreporting,
invoice manipulation, fake
receipts, and tax evasion. It
is expected to expand the
tax base, improve VAT col-
lection, and increase non-
oil revenue while helping to
close revenue leakages.

Also, by creating a verifi-
able digital audit trail, e-
invoicing strengthens fraud
detection, simplifies tax
audits, and promotes ac-
countability. It also slashes
administrative costs asso-
ciated with printing, stor-
age, manual data entry, and
processing delays for both
taxpayers and the revenue
service.

Independent platform gives low-
income taxpayers voice against
litigation costs —Adeso

IN a significant move to
promote tax justice, the Of-
fice of the Tax Ombud has
launched an independent
platform aimed at giving
low-income and vulnerable
taxpayers a voice in chal-
lenging unfair tax assess-
ments without the heavy fi-
nancial burden of litigation.

The  Executive Secre-
tary of the Joint Revenue
Board (JRB), Mr. Olusegun
Adesokan, stated that the
new platform will serve as
a safe space for aggrieved
taxpayers, particularly the
less-privileged, to ventilate
their grievances and seek
redress.

Speaking at the unveiling
of the Office of the Tax Om-
bud’s official website, the
launch of its toll-free cen-
tre, and case management
system in Abuja recently,
Adesokan described the
initiative as one of the key
hallmarks of Nigeria’s ongo-

ing tax reforms.

“For vyears, many low-
income taxpayers have suf-
fered in silence because
they could not afford the
cost of litigation. This inde-
pendent platform changes
that narrative by leveling
the playing field and ensur-
ing access to tax justice is
not determined by income,”
Adesokan said.

He commended President
Bola Tinubu for establish-
ing the Office of the Tax
Ombud, noting that it will
strengthen taxpayers’ con-
fidence, foster trust, and
promote fairness, transpar-
ency, and accountability
in revenue administration
across the country.

Adesokan also lauded
the Tax Ombud, Dr. John
Nwabueze, for creating ac-
cessible channels through
which dissatisfied taxpayers
can seek help and resolu-
tion.
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Taofeek Lawal | Abuja

E Federal Gov-
ernment has reaf-
firmed its commit-
ment to supporting
initiatives  aimed

at expanding gas utilisation
and unlocking the economic
potential of Nigeria’s gas re-
sources.

President Bola Tinubu, who
stated this at the commis-
sioning of the rolling energy
high-capacity = Compressed

Natural Gas (CNG) daugh-
ter booster station in Jahi,
Abuja, described the project
as a milestone in Nigeria’s

FG restates commitment to gas expansion,

unveils CNG booster station

drive to deepen gas utilisa-
tion, promote cleaner energy
solutions and strengthen the
country’s gas value chain
under the Renewed Hope
Agenda.

Represented by the Min-
ister of State for Petroleum
Resources (Gas), Ekperikpe
Ekpo, President Tinubu said
the Federal Government re-
mains committed to creat-
ing an enabling environment
for continued investments
across the gas value chain.

He said: “Through policy
reforms, regulatory sup-
port, infrastructure develop-
ment, and strategic financing

mechanisms such as the Mid-
stream and Downstream Gas
Infrastructure Fund (MDGIF)
we will continue to support
initiatives that expand gas
utilisation and unlock the full
economic potential of our
gas resources.”

According to Ekpo, the Jahi
facility is one of four key gas
infrastructure projects spon-
sored by the MDGIF and be-
ing commissioned across the
country.

He listed the other projects
as facilities being developed
by Ibile Oil and Gas in Lagos,
Portland Energy in Lagos and
Femadec in Owerri noting

that the investments have
shown growing private sec-
tor participation in the gas
infrastructure sector.

Ekpo said the projects
align with the government’s
Decade of Gas Initiative
which is aimed at position-
ing natural gas as a cata-
lyst for industrialisation,
energy security, transpor-
tation transformation and
economic  diversification.
He added that Nigeria’s es-
timated 215 trillion cubic
feet of proven gas reserves
must be utilised not only for
exports but also for domes-
tic development and energy

L-R: Goshen Health Solutions team, led by the CEOQ, Dr. Tolani Osunsanya and the Chief Executive, Nigerian Upstream Petroleum Regula-
tory Commission (NUPRC), Mrs. Oritsemeyiwa Eyesan, when the former paid a visit to the NUPRC.

NBS says average petrol price sold at N1,533
per litre in April

Taofeek Lawal | Abuja

THE National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS), in its April
2026 PMS Price Report,
has disclosed that petrol in-
creased by 23.69% selling
at N1,532.93 per litre when
compared to #1,239.33 re-
corded in the same month
last year.

According to the agency,
the figures showed an up-
ward month-on-month
surge, as the April aver-
age moved to 18.97% from
N1,288.54 in March showing
an increase of almost N245

within in a month.

On state-by-state analy-
sis, Yobe State had the
highest average retail price
for petrol at #1,599.05,
and in that order were
Edo and Bauchi states with
#1,595.74 and #1,589.07,
respectively.

Relatedly, Niger, Sokoto
and Katsina states recorded
the lowest average retail pric-
es for petrol at #1,403.89,
#§1,404.16, and ™1,406.28,
respectively.

At the zonal level, while
the North West Zone had the
lowest price of #1,508.81,

the South-South had the
highest average retail price of
#1,566.76.

Energy sector investments
and refining capacity

Meanwhile, in his mes-
sage on the performance of
his administration in energy
sector in three years, Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu, said the
S5 billion Nigeria LNG Train
7 project is nearing comple-
tion, adding that it will sig-
nificantly boost Nigeria’s LNG
production capacity and ex-
port earnings.

He also disclosed that in-

creased domestic refining
capacity, including modu-
lar refineries, is helping to
reduce dependence on im-
ported petroleum products
while conserving foreign
exchange.

The president stated that
his administration is actively
clearing legacy debts in the
power sector, expanding
transmission infrastructure,
and investing in renewable
energy sources.

He maintained that a stable
power supply remains cen-
tral to economic growth and
industrial development.

How Nigeria can build integrated gas ecosystems —Falcon CEO

Dayo Ayeyemi

HOW Nigeria can effectively
build integrated gas ecosys-
tems that stimulate indus-
trial growth will top agenda,
when Audrey Joe-Ezigbo,
CEO of Falcon Corporations,
an indigenous gas and ener-
gy infrastructure companies,
takes the stage at this year’s
edition of the NOG Energy
Week, in Abuja.

She will join other indus-
try leaders on the Strategic
Panel Session, to dissect the

theme: “Realising Future
Gas Economies — Building
Secure, Integrated and Glob-
ally Competitive Hubs”.

The CEQ’s participation
comes at a pivotal moment
for Africa’s gas sector, as na-
tions increasingly position
Natural Gas as a strategic
enabler of industrial growth,
energy access, regional inte-
gration, and economic resil-
ience.

Her voice on the panel
is expected to bring deep
industry insight shaped by

over three decades of im-
mersive experience across
the local and international
gas business landscape.
Audrey’s leadership of gas
associations and her distin-
guished advocacy role at
the International Gas Union
(IGU) underscore her com-
mitment to shaping practical
pathways for a gas-led in-
dustrial revolution, fostering
energy security and unlock-
ing regional competitiveness
across the continent.
Speaking ahead of the

conference, she emphasised
the importance of collabora-
tion and innovation in shap-
ing the continent’s future
energy economy.

“The conversation is no
longer simply about re-
source abundance but how
effectively we can build in-
tegrated gas ecosystems
that stimulate industrial
growth, deepen regional
collaboration, attract long-
term investment, and cre-
ate sustainable value for our
people,” she said.

access.

He however noted that
the facility would support
the Presidential Initiative on
Compressed Natural Gas by
promoting the adoption of
CNG as a cleaner and cheap-
er alternative fuel for trans-
portation and industrial use.

He added, “Facilities such
as this are essential for build-
ing the backbone infrastruc-
ture required to support
widespread CNG penetration
across the country.”

The Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Rolling Energy Limited,
Mubarak Danbatta, in his wel-
come address, described the
project as a significant contri-
bution to Nigeria’s transition
towards cleaner and more af-
fordable energy solutions.

Stating that the project
formed part of a broader
gas infrastructure expansion
programme being executed

through a partnership be-
tween Rolling Energy Lim-
ited and MDGIF in support of
the Presidential Initiative on
Compressed Natural Gas and
Electric Vehicles, he said the
broader programme includes
LCNG mother stations, LCNG
daughter stations and RLNG
facilities strategically located
across northern Nigeria.

He stated that the compa-
ny had deployed over 8,000
vehicle conversion kits in col-
laboration with the Presiden-
tial Initiative on Compressed
Natural Gas and Electric
Vehicles to encourage the
adoption of gas-powered
transportation.

Danbatta added that the
Jahi facility is already serv-
ing between 350 and 400
vehicles daily, demonstrating
increasing public confidence
in gas-powered mobility so-
lutions.

NUPRC pledges commitment
to workers’ health, safety in
offshore operations

Dayo Ayeyemi

THE Nigerian Upstream Pe-
troleum Regulatory Commis-
sion (NUPRC) has pledged
commitment to health and
safety of workers in upstream
oil and gas operations.

The commission’s Chief Ex-
ecutive, NUPRC, Mrs. Oritse-
meyiwa Eyesan, said this when
the management of Goshen
Health Solutions paid a visit to
her in Abuja.

Eyesan underscored the
importance  NUPRC places
on the health and safety of
workers and host communi-
ties, noting that these remain
central to the commission’s
regulatory mandate.

The Goshen Health Solu-
tions team, led by the CEOQ,
Dr. Tolani Osunsanya, em-

phasised that while safety
systems are relatively well
established in the industry,
the health component is still
insufficiently addressed.

Osunsanya made a pre-
sentation, which highlighted
that health and safety are
inseparable and that the lack
of adequate focus on worker
health ultimately weakens
safety outcomes.

He stressed the need to do-
mesticate health and safety
standards to reflect local re-
alities.

The CEO also observed that
existing safety standards are
largely developed by industry
experts, with limited contri-
bution from medical profes-
sionals, creating gaps in ad-
dressing occupational health
risks.

Asaeela appoints Olajide
as new GCEO

Dayo Ayeyemi

AXXELA Limited has ap-
pointed of Moshood Olajide,
as the new Group Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (GCEO) and
Yetunde Demuren as Chief
Financial Officer (CFO).

Olajide is expected to bring
his visionary leadership to
guide the company through
its next phase of growth.

The announcement was
made following the bowing
one of its Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer (GCEQ), Timothy
Ononiwu, having attained
the company’s official re-
tirement age, after nearly a
decade of distinguished ser-
vice.

Under his leadership as
Chief Financial Officer and

later as GCEO, Ononiwu,

played a pivotal role in
strengthening the com-
pany’s financial stability,

overseeing expansion plans,
and fostering strong part-
nerships across the energy
value chain.

Speaking on Ononiwu’s
retirement, the chairman of
the Board of Axxela, Nzan
Ogbe, expressed deep ap-
preciation for his leadership
and contributions to the or-
ganisation.

“On behalf of the Board, |
would like to thank Timothy
Ononiwu for his commit-
ment and significant contri-
bution to Axxela as Group
Chief Executive Officer and,
before that, as Chief Finan-
cial Officer, he said.
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citizen is a full member of a state

with inalienable rights and obliga-

tions. He is not a subject, but one

entitled to that reassuring and ex-

ectant feeling of belonging. He

must never be placed in a “lower situation” or
made to “lie below.”

The citizen must be valued and therefore
deserves, as an inalienable right, a worthwhile
existence- access to the essentials of life and
the fundamentals necessary for human dignity,
with his life constantly and progressively being
made better.

The Head of the Catholic Church, Pope Leo
XIV, recently captured the essence of humanity
in a grandiloquent language. The citizen ought
to be “the Distinctive Grandeur of Humanity.”
Humanness is the genuine concern for the
pains and sufferings of the citizen. Human life
must be constantly elevated and never left un-
der the scourge of poverty.

Leadership shapes citizenship and, by ex-
tension, a healthy society. Leaders of business
organisations and political institutions must
always vigorously take practical and deliber-
ate actions to improve the physical and men-
tal wellbeing of men and women. Citizenship
must reflect better, long-term, and sustainable
wellbeing. Implementing the “Citizen’s Model”
must never become entangled in dysfunctional
and complicated systems.

What is work, and who is served by the work
we do? Work must have a human-driven pur-
pose. It must be intentionally focused on meet-
ing human needs and wants. Leaders, the ar-
chitects of progress and growth must always
take reliable, available, and sustainable decis-
ive actions to constantly improve lives.

The purpose of work is to uplift humanity
through service. Smart business leaders im-
pact livelihoods through meaningful work.
They make life better and deliberately invest in
collaboration and collective success.

To consistently win in business, earn sustain-
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Citizen’s Model

able income, and harness the advantages of
entrepreneurship, you must keep the CITIZEN
(your internal and external environment) as
front-of-mind.

Smart strategies encapsulate people percep-
tion, people positioning, people psychology,
and systems that deliver highly beneficial ser-
vices.

Please note these winning criteria: attention
to people drives business growth, while psy-
chology influences customer behaviour and
buying decisions. Exponential growth can be
achieved through a people-comfort-and-con-
venience retail model of distribution and mar-
keting. Positioning with people is always more
powerful and effective than a competition-ori-
ented strategy.

When you go all out for people, you unlock un-
believable opportunities, grow faster, and profit
more. Leaders must utilise the power of leverage
through relentless entrepreneurship to satisfy
people’s needs. If you diligently work on people’s
emotional experiences, you will effectively
build buying loyalty, because sales and people
psychology are inseparable. Deliver beneficial
people-oriented outcomes, and you automatic-
ally achieve sustainable and scalable income.

With a people-purpose approach, smart
organisations that totally lean on people con-
sistently outperform competitors. Such organ-
isations constantly shape their businesses and

remain flexible in their operations. Logic and
data are important, but they must partner with
people. To multiply value, listen attentively,
and support people with speed and efficiency.

The content of your culture box must be
people focused. Organisational culture must
enable integrated resources to showcase more
value for humanity. Emphasis on people ex-
perience, impact, influence, and inspiration
enable organisations to remain operationally
inventive and value-adding.

People and technology together deliver im-
pact and beneficial value. This combination
improves businesses, lives, and society. Money
also follows people skills. A focus on people
determines the right markets to enter and ul-
timately dominate.

The ideal positioning strategy is to stand out
with the people. The organisation thereby cre-
ates values that genuinely work for the people.
A citizens-oriented marketing strategy does not
seek cheap attention. Products and services are
associated with beneficial outcomes, sustain-
able winning, and enviable performance.

People’s needs are inseparable from the
smart organisation’s messaging. The organ-
isation communicates what people truly care
about. In other words, exceptional marketing
helps the brand become the preferred choice.
Its solutions are always tailored toward identi-
fied wants and needs.

People-oriented organisations actively in-
teract with their communities. The CITIZEN'S
MODEL is an alignment-driven business model.
Problems are easily identified and effectively
solved. Innovation becomes a tool that sim-
plifies decision-making. It is the link between
problems and solutions.

When people become the content pillars, the
shiny object syndrome no longer becomes a
distraction. Ideas and perspectives are given
practical expression, and recently growing ob-
session with commissioning or launching gran-
diose projects and products, loses relevance.

Example:

Government-approved car hire operators
at airports across the 36 states of Nigeria and
the FCT were given deadlines by regulators to
replace their old vehicles. Commercial banks
considered this a major risk and looked away.
Mutual Benefits Group, however, saw it as an
opportunity to inspire confidence and address
that erroneously perceived insurance burden.

Mutual Benefits worked through their trade
clusters and additionally secured the risks with
the Group Life Assurance Policy. This initiative
generated a “wow” effect, and the transaction
became an exemplary success story.

The CITIZEN’S MODEL creates advantages in
everything- Positioning, Perception, and Stra-
tegic Thinking. The “trending” organisation
becomes both the brand and the experience
story. Reputation becomes the strategy, while
verifiable values and measurable benefits be-
come the adhesive that sustains products and
services.

Visibility, product leadership, mindset shifts,
and loyalty momentum are thereby created.

Remember: the strongest and most success-
ful brands are built around specific human
problems and follow-up practical solutions.
The brand becomes the clear and trusted
proof of a society that cares and consistently
shows up for the people with value-adding em-
pathy, competence, and impact.

JUST as water sustains life in a biological sys-
tem, ideas sustain progress in human society.
Without water, the body becomes dehydrated
and gradually loses its vitality. In the same way,
without fresh ideas, businesses, organizations,
and even nations become stagnant, irrelevant,
and eventually decline. This condition may be
described as “De-ideation,” that is, the pro-
gressive loss, shortage, or absence of creative
and innovative ideas necessary for growth and
sustainability.

Entrepreneurship is a spirit, leadership is its
soul, while society is its body. Without the spirit,
the body is dead. The entrepreneurial spirit
called creativity is the building block of sys-
tems, businesses, and organizations. Without
creativity, societies will be lifeless, and without
innovation, life cannot be advanced, enriched,
or enhanced.

In the natural world, a spirit must possess a
body to function. Innovation, therefore, is the
physical body and expression of the entrepren-
eurial spirit called creativity. Innovation is what
creativity looks like. Without the spirit, the body
is dead. Similarly, without constant, conscious,
and continuous efforts to think and generate
creative ideas, innovation becomes weak and
unfit to transform society.

Entrepreneurship thrives on ideas. Every
product, service, invention, business model,
or social transformation began as an idea. The
smartphone was once an idea. Online banking
was once an idea. Ride hailing services, artificial
intelligence, renewable energy solutions, and
countless innovations that shape modern soci-
ety all started as ideas in someone’s mind.

If creativity is a spirit, then ideas serve as oxy-
gen and water that fuel its existence and mani-
festation as innovation. Leadership serves as the
soul that guides entrepreneurial energy, while
society becomes the body that experiences the
outcomes. When ideas flow continuously, soci-
ety experiences growth, employment, prosper-
ity, and development. When ideas dry up, busi-
nesses become weak, economies stagnate, and
communities suffer.

Just as dehydration can occur gradually before
becoming visible, de-ideation often develops
unnoticed. Organizations continue operating on
old successes, existing products, and outdated
strategies until they suddenly discover that
competitors have overtaken them.
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De-ideation: the silent killer of
entrepreneurship

The history of business is filled with examples
of organizations that failed, not because they
lacked resources, but because they suffered
from de-ideation. They stopped generating new
ideas, stopped adapting, and stopped innovat-
ing.

What is de-ideation?

De-ideation is the condition in which an indi-
vidual, business, institution, or society experi-
ences a shortage of creative thinking, innovative
solutions, and fresh perspectives needed for
continuous development. It is the entrepren-
eurial equivalent of dehydration.

A dehydrated body struggles to perform basic
functions. Likewise, a de-ideated organization
struggles to solve problems, identify oppor-
tunities, create value, or respond effectively to
change.

De-ideation does not mean the complete ab-
sence of intelligence. Rather, it is the inability to
generate, nurture, and apply new ideas consist-
ently.

Causes of de-ideation

1. Fear of failure

Many entrepreneurs stop generating ideas be-
cause they become afraid of making mistakes.

When people are punished for failed exper-
iments, they naturally avoid innovation. Over
time, creativity becomes suppressed, and the
organization becomes conservative and stag-
nant.

2. Success complacency

Ironically, success often becomes the enemy
of future success.

Businesses that become comfortable with cur-
rent achievements may stop questioning exist-
ing methods. They begin to assume that what
worked yesterday will work tomorrow.

Complacency gradually dries up the flow of
new ideas.

3. Poor learning culture

Ideas are often combinations of knowledge,
experiences, and observations.

Organizations that stop learning eventually
stop innovating. When employees do not read,
attend training, conduct research, or expose
themselves to new experiences, creative capa-
city diminishes.

4. Excessive bureaucracy

Many organizations unintentionally kill ideas
through rigid structures.

When every idea must pass through numer-
ous approvals, meetings, and committees,
people eventually stop contributing creative
suggestions.

Innovation suffocates under administrative
weight.

5. Lack of diversity

Ideas flourish where different perspectives
meet.

When everyone thinks alike, comes from
similar backgrounds, or shares identical experi-
ences, creative possibilities become limited.

Diversity often generates innovation.

6. Poor leadership

Leadership determines whether ideas survive
or die.

Leaders who dismiss suggestions, dominate
conversations, or discourage experimentation
create environments where innovatiocan notot
thrive.

7. Burnout and mental exhaustion

Creativity requires mental energy.

Entrepreneurs who are constantly over-
whelmed by operational demands often lose
the mental space needed for strategic thinking
and innovation.

8. Failure to listen to customers

Customers frequently reveal opportunities for
innovation.

Organizations that stop listening to customer
complaints, preferences, and feedback gradually
lose access to one of their richest sources of ideas.

Effects of de-ideation

1. Business stagnation

Without fresh ideas, growth slows down.

Sales become predictable, market share de-
clines, and the organization struggles to remain
competitive.

2. Reduced competitive advantage

Competitors continue innovating while de-
ideated organizations remain static.

Eventually, newer and more innovative players
capture the market.

3. Declining employee motivation

Creative people want environments where
ideas matter.

When innovation disappears, talented em-
ployees become disengaged and may leave.

4. Customer dissatisfaction

Customer needs evolve constantly.

Businesses suffering from de-ideation often
fail to meet changing expectations, resulting in
customer loss.

5. Financial decline

Innovation creates value.

Without new products, services, processes, or
business models, revenue growth weakens, and
profitability decreases.

6. Organizational irrelevance

History shows that organizations rarely die
from competition alone; they die from irrelev-
ance.

De-ideation accelerates this process.

7. Economic underdevelopment

At a societal level, de-ideation limits entre-
preneurship, job creation, technological ad-
vancement, and national prosperity.

Nations that fail to generate ideas become
consumers of innovation rather than creators of
innovation.

How to prevent de-ideation

1. Create an idea friendly culture

People should feel safe proposing unconven-
tional ideas.

Organizations must celebrate creativity and
treat failed experiments as learning opportunit-
ies rather than grounds for punishment.

Continueson
www.tribuneonlineng.com
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Please feel free to send questions, feedback comments on this column to
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Understanding energy and financial flow: The law of circulation

HEN we say someone has “liquid assets,”

we instinctively understand that money is

not meant to sit still. Like water, it is most

useful — most alive — when it moves. And

yet, so many of us spend our entire financial
lives building dam after dam, terrified that if the current flows
freely, we will be left with nothing.

This fear is one of the most expensive psychological habits a
person can carry. Not expensive in the way of reckless spend-
ing or foolish investments, but expensive in a far more subtle
and destructive way. When we hoard money, we are not be-
ing prudent. Rather, we are broadcasting a signal, “There is
not enough. The world cannot be trusted. | am afraid.”

Life, with remarkable faithfulness, mirrors that signal back
to us.

This is the first principle of what we might call the under-
standing of financial energy is that the universe operates by
the law of circulation. Money, like breath, must flow in and
out. Breath held too long becomes poison. Money hoarded
too desperately becomes a prison. The very act of clutching
what you have with fear sends a message, not just to your
own subconscious, but to the opportunities, relationships,
and possibilities that are constantly gravitating toward and
away from you. Ther message is that you do not trust the
source of your supply.

And when you do not trust the source, you cut yourself off
from it.

The person who hoards money, who hardly gives,never in-
vests, never spends joyfully, is the same person who tends to
make decisions from a place of scarcity. They avoid calculated
risks that could have multiplied their wealth. They avoid gen-
erosity that could have deepened relationships and opened
doors. They squeeze every transaction so tightly that part-
ners, employees, and collaborators begin to sense the energy
of fear and mistrust behind the numbers — and they respond
accordingly.

Money is a medium of exchange. That word exchange is
everything. Exchange implies movement. It implies that
something flows in one direction and something else flows
in return. The moment we stop the exchange — the moment
we become a dead end rather than a conduit — we remove
ourselves from the very current that sustains and grows
wealth.

The most financially abundant people in history have never
been the ones who held the tightest. They have been the
ones who understood how to participate intelligently in the
flow. They gave with wisdom and intention. They invested
with vision and patience. They spent in ways that generated

more energy, more connection, more possibility. They did not
treat money as a thing to be protected from the world. They
treated it as a living force to be directed through the world.

This brings us to one of the most important but least dis-
cussed aspects of financial behavior: the quality of energy we
bring to our financial decisions. Most of us make money de-
cisions from one of two emotional states — anxiety or auto-
pilot. We react to a bill with dread. We make a payment with
resentment. We give — if we give at all — with a subtle, quiet
reluctance, a faint sense of loss rather than a sense of parti-
cipation in something larger.

Each of these emotional postures is a form of vibration that
we weave into our financial actions. And that vibration does
not disappear when the transaction is complete. It echoes
forward.

Consider what it means to build a financial future on a
foundation of dread. Every action taken with anxiety is a brick
laid in fear. Brick by brick, we construct a financial life that
feels perpetually threatened, perpetually insufficient, per-
petually one crisis away from collapse. This is not because
bad luck follows fearful people. It is because fearful people
make consistently small, contracted decisions. They avoid the
conversation that could have landed a new client. They de-
cline the investment that felt too uncertain, only to watch it
triple. They under-price their work, their products, their time
— because scarcity tells them no one will pay more. And so
the architecture of their financial world faithfully reflects the
emotional blueprints they drew every single day.

Contrast that with the person who approaches each fin-
ancial decision from a place of genuine trust, a grounded,
practiced confidence in their own capacity to create, to ad-
apt, and to receive. This person gives intentionally, choosing
an amount, however modest, and releasing it with genuine
joy and gratitude rather than a sense of reluctant obligation.
They bless each outflow, not because they are performing a
spiritual ritual, but because they understand, at a deep level,
that what they send out returns. That as they give, they ex-
pand. That as they release, they create space.

This practice of intentional giving is one of the most power-
ful financial disciplines available to us, and it is accessible at
every income level. You do not need to be a billionaire to give
joyfully. You need only choose an amount — any amount —
and release it to a person, a cause, or a business you genu-
inely love and believe in. The amount is almost irrelevant.
The energy is everything. Give from abundance, even if your
current bank balance suggests otherwise, and you begin to
rewire the very financial psychology that is shaping your ma-
terial reality.

Equally important is the practice of approaching each day
with the expectation of opportunity. This is not wishful think-
ing. It is a trained shift in perception that dramatically alters
what you notice, what you pursue, and how you respond to
the unpredictable moments that populate every single day.
Opportunity rarely arrives with fanfare. It does not send a cal-
endar invitation. It appears as an offhand comment in a con-
versation that sparks a new idea. It arrives as an unexpected
connection, a sudden invitation, a setback that forces a pivot
revealing a better path.

Most people miss these moments entirely because their
inner attention is consumed by problems, obstacles, and
worst-case scenarios. Their energy is so fully devoted to
what they fear that they are effectively blind to what is
available. The person who trains themselves to walk
through each day as if hidden possibilities are scattered
across it, who pauses when something unexpected crosses
their path and genuinely asks, “Is this a door opening?”,
encounters a fundamentally different world than the one
seen through the lens of fear and lack.

Your financial future is not waiting for you somewhere
in a distant, uncertain horizon. It is being constructed,
moment by moment, from the emotional and intentional
quality of your actions today. If today’s energy is laced with
resentment, bitterness, and doubt, that energy does not
evaporate. It reverberates forward, building circumstances
that faithfully mirror the emotions that shaped them. If
today’s energy is filled with trust, purposeful giving, and
the quiet confidence of someone who understands the
law of circulation, those qualities too become the archi-
tecture of tomorrow’s reality.

Before any financial action — a payment, an investment, a
negotiation, a transaction — pause. Feel into the energy you
are about to pour into that act. Ask yourself sincerely: What
echo am | creating right now? Choose consciously. Infuse
your efforts not with the frequency of the future you fear, but
with the frequency of the future you are determined to build.

The psychology of circulation creates the habits, the rela-
tionships, the reputation, and the vision that attract and
multiply wealth.Money flows to those who understand how
to participate in its flow by giving wisely, receiving gratefully,
investing boldly, and releasing freely.

The law of circulation is not a metaphor. It is the operating
principle behind every thriving financial life. Money must
move. And so must you.

Releasing abundance is not losing it.

It's the way to grow it.

Remember, the sky is not your limit, God is!

Gas pipeline stoppage: Concerns over industrial
growth, investment climate

CONTINUES FROM PAGE 12

holders, the state government has maintained that its ac-
tions are guided by strategic, regulatory and investment-pro-
tection considerations rather than opposition to private sector
participation.

The Commissioner for Energy and Mineral Resources, Pro-
fessor Dahud Shangodoyin, said the administration of Gov-
ernor Seyi Makinde remains committed to attracting invest-
ments capable of promoting industrialisation, energy access
and economic development.

He said, the state government recognises the importance
of gas infrastructure to economic growth and has consistently
supported initiatives aimed at expanding cleaner energy ac-
cess.

Shangodoyin explained that the state previously entered
into a Memorandum of Understanding with Shell Nigeria Gas
concerning gas infrastructure development within the state.

He said the arrangement formed part of a broader strategy
designed to ensure coordinated development of gas infra-
structure and prevent duplication of investments.

“The Oyo State government, through the Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources, has consistently supported invest-
ments capable of deepening energy access, industrialisation,
cleaner fuel transition and economic growth within the state,”
he said.

“We recognise the enormous benefits that gas infrastruc-
ture development can bring to industries, businesses, trans-
port systems and households,” he said.

The commissioner noted that prospective investors are ex-
pected to align with the state’s broader development frame-
work to ensure orderly infrastructure expansion and avoid
conflicts that could affect long-term investment stability.

According to him, concerns have been raised regarding the
potential for market dominance and the need to accommo-
date existing state-backed investment arrangements.

He disclosed that the government formally communicated
its position to the NMDPRA and that federal officials have vis-
ited relevant project sites as part of ongoing fact-finding ef-
forts.

Shangodoyin acknowledged that several meetings involving
the state government, Shell Nigeria Gas and NIPCO Gas Lim-
ited have taken place but that the engagements have not yet
yielded a satisfactory outcome.

“The challenge remains that NIPCO Gas appears unwilling
to work within a coordinated framework that accommodates
existing state-backed infrastructure arrangements and invest-
ment understandings,” he said.

“Their posture suggests an attempt to dominate and mo-
nopolise the gas distribution market within Oyo State de-
spite commitments already established between OYSG and
SNG,” he said.

The commissioner also argued that federal licencing pow-
ers do not eliminate the constitutional responsibilities of state
governments in areas such as land administration, physical
planning, environmental management and infrastructure co-
ordination.

“It must also be emphasised that licencing authority un-
der federal law does not remove the constitutional respon-
sibilities of state governments regarding land administration,
physical planning, infrastructure coordination, environmental
management and protection of strategic economic interests
within their territories,” he stated.

“Therefore, any temporary regulatory or administrative ac-
tions taken by relevant state agencies should not be misrep-
resented as anti-investment or politically motivated,” he said.

He expressed confidence that ongoing engagements involv-
ing the NMDPRA and other stakeholders would eventually
produce a mutually acceptable resolution.

Meanwhile, industry sources familiar with the project insist
that NIPCO Gas Limited remains committed to implementing
the project in accordance with the Gas Distribution Licence
granted by the NMDPRA.

The company is understood to believe that altering the ex-
isting licensing framework could expose it to contractual risks
and undermine regulatory certainty within the sector.

Sources also indicate that substantial progress have been
made on associated gas distribution infrastructure before con-
struction activities were suspended.

For industry observers, the dispute has become a significant
test case for Nigeria’s gas sector reforms under the Petroleum
Industry Act.

Many argue that the eventual resolution will shape investor
perceptions regarding the enforceability of regulatory licences
and the predictability of the investment environment.

With the project’s original completion date set for June
2026, stakeholders warn that prolonged delays could push
commissioning into 2027 and postpone anticipated economic
benefits.

As negotiations continue, attention remains focused on
the NMDPRA, the state government and the project pro-
moters to find a solution that balances regulatory compli-
ance, investment protection and the broader objective of
accelerating gas infrastructure development across Nigeria.

For a country seeking to position natural gas as the corner-
stone of industrial growth and energy transition, the outcome
of the Sagamu-lbadan pipeline dispute may prove critical in
determining how future infrastructure investments are per-
ceived and executed.
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Nigeria’s capital market needs deeper
reforms to unlock growth potential —Ajayi

In this interview by KEHINDE AKINSEINDE-JAYEOBA, Niyi Ajayi, Chairman and Group Managing Director of Financial
Trust Company (FTC), reflects on the Nigerian Exchange (NGX), the reforms required to deepen market participation,
the enduring importance of trust and integrity in financial services, and FTC’span-African ambitions. Excerpts:

s the Group Man-
aging Director
of Nigeria’s first
indigenous stock-
roking company,
how do you assess the per-
formance of the NGX in the
current economic climate?
The Nigerian Exchange has
shown remarkable resilience
despite foreign exchange vol-
atility, inflationary pressures,
and tight monetary policy.
The NGX continues to post
positive momentum, reflect-
ing both the strength of listed
companies and growing rec-
ognition that Nigerian equi-
ties offer long-term value.
The market has matured
considerably. Infrastructure is
stronger, settlement systems
are reliable, and regulatory
oversight has improved. The
transition to T+1 settlement
and ongoing digitalisation ef-
forts will enhance efficiency.
However, liquidity remains a
challenge, especially among
mid- and small-cap stocks,
underscoring the need for
broader retail and institution-
al participation.

What is driving investor
confidence?

Three factors stand out -
corporate earnings resilience,
attractive valuations, and
growing institutional interest.

Many Nigerian firms, par-
ticularly in banking, consumer
goods, and industrial sectors,
continue to demonstrate
profitability despite operating
challenges. Nigerian equities
also trade below historical
and emerging-market aver-
ages, creating attractive op-
portunities for medium- and
long-term investors.

In addition, domestic pen-
sion funds increasingly view
equities as inflation hedges,
while foreign investors con-
tinue to recognise Nigeria’s
long-term growth potential.
Ongoing reforms in foreign ex-
change, fiscal policy, and reg-
ulation reinforce confidence
that structural challenges are
being addressed.

How do you assess the
growth of indigenous finan-
cial institutions and the role
of the FTC in the evolution?

The rise of indigenous fi-
nancial institutions is one of
Nigeria’s most significant but
underappreciated. When the
FTC began in 1976, Nigerian-
owned firms competing in
stockbroking were rare. To-
day, indigenous institutions
dominate key areas of the
financial system. This trans-
formation reflects deliberate

policies, stronger regulation,
and entrepreneurial ambi-
tion. FTC’s contribution has
been demonstrating that
Nigerian firms can compete
on quality, trust, and reliabil-
ity. The next phase requires
pan-African thinking, deeper
technological adoption, and
strategic partnerships that ex-
pand access to capital, exper-
tise, and markets.

What reforms are needed
to unlock Nigeria’s capital
market potential?

Tax policy should better in-
centivise equity investment
through measures such as
long-term capital gains ex-
emptions or tax-advantaged
investment accounts.

Pension reforms  could
gradually increase permissible
equity exposure for pension
funds while strengthening
governance standards. Mar-
ket-making mechanisms and
settlement  improvements
would also support liquid-
ity, especially among smaller
stocks.

Corporate governance en-
forcement must be stronger,
with meaningful penalties for
repeated violations. Product
innovation should accelerate,
particularly around ETFs, RE-
ITs, derivatives, and commod-
ity-linked instruments.

Foreign investor confidence
also depends on a more effi-
cient forex market with easier
capital repatriation and a sus-
tained commitment to mar-
ket-driven exchange rates.
Ultimately, Nigeria needs a
coordinated national capital
market strategy involving reg-
ulators, government agencies,
and industry stakeholders.

How can retail investing be
democratised in Nigeria?

Retail participation remains
one of the capital market’s
most urgent challenges. Bar-
riers include low financial
literacy, limited disposable in-
come, historical distrust, and
cumbersome investment pro-
cesses. The priority is the re-
moval of barriers. Opening a
brokerage account and invest-
ing should be as easy as buy-
ing airtime or opening a bank
account. That requires full
digital onboarding, e-KYC veri-
fication, and mobile-based
investing with entry levels as
low as #1,000.

Capital market education
should be introduced into
secondary school curricula,
complemented by social me-
dia campaigns and accessible
investor education. Younger
Nigerians must be able to

Ajayi

access fractional shares, the-
matic ETFs, and engaging in-
vestment platforms. Employ-
er-linked investment schemes
with tax incentives could also
encourage consistent par-
ticipation. Finally, trust must
be reinforced through visible
enforcement against insider
trading, manipulation, and
disclosure failures.

Which sectors look prom-
ising over the next 12 - 24
months, and why?

Banking remains attrac-
tive due to strong resilience,
healthy margins, and ex-
panding non-interest income
streams.  Consumer goods
continue to benefit from Nige-
ria’s youthful, urbanising pop-
ulation and enduring demand
for essentials. Industrial and
manufacturing firms, while
challenged, present compel-
ling long-term opportunities
linked to import substitution
and local production. Infra-
structure-related sectors such
as cement, construction, and
building materials also stand
out. Companies with strong
digital capabilities and export
orientation are particularly
noteworthy in an increasingly
globalised economy.

FTC recently marked 50
years in business. What has
been the most significant
factor behind the firm’s re-
silience and continued rel-
evance?

The single most important
factor is integrity. In financial
services, trust is currency.
For five decades, FTC has
prioritised long-term repu-
tation over short-term gain.
Founded in 1976 by the late
Otunba Olufemi Ajayi, FTC
evolved from a traditional
stockbroking firm into a di-
versified financial services

platform  spanning fund
management, investment
banking, and FMDQ deal-
ership operations. FTC has
also maintained a consistent
institutional vision rooted in
building enduring Nigerian
institutions capable of sur-
viving oil shocks, banking
crises, global recessions, and
the COVID-19 pandemic.

What differentiates FTC’s
pan-African strategy?

FTC’s expansion is not about
symbolic geographic pres-
ence. The firm targets mar-
kets where it can add value
through expertise in invest-
ment banking, asset manage-
ment, and capital markets.
The focus is on jurisdictions
with sound regulation, grow-
ing middle classes, and gov-
ernments committed to
capital market development.
Partnerships are central to
this strategy because success-
ful African expansion requires
local knowledge, relation-
ships, and credibility.

FTC is also investing in scal-
able digital infrastructure,
including  mobile  trading
platforms, digital onboard-
ing, algorithmic execution,
and analytics tools capable of
supporting clients seamlessly
across cities such as Lagos,
Nairobi, and Accra.

How is FTC using technol-
ogy to remain competitive?

Technology sits at the centre
of FTC's long-term strategy.

The company is modernis-
ing infrastructure through
cloud-based systems that
improve scalability, flex-
ibility, and integration with
fintech partners. These
systems also support cross-
border expansion without
requiring heavy physical in-
frastructure.

SPOTLIGHTS

Dangote Sugar under
pressure despite improved
Q1 eamings

SHARES of Dangote Sugar Refinery Plc came under sus-
tained selling pressure on the Nigerian Exchange Limit-
ed (NGX) during the trading week ended May 28, 2026,
placing the stock among the worst-performing equities
on the bourse as investors reacted to profit-taking ac-
tivities and lingering concerns over earnings sustain-
ability despite the company’s return to profitability.

The consumer goods stock shed about 10 per cent
during the week, declining from N87 per share at the
beginning of the trading week to close at N78.30, as
heavy sell pressure dragged the company to the top of
the losers’ chart in several trading sessions. The sharp
decline reflected bearish sentiment across the broader
market amid heightened volatility ahead of the Eid-el-
Kabir holidays.

Dangote Sugar also recorded increased trading activ-
ity during the week as investors exchanged millions of
shares amid heightened market speculation and port-
folio rebalancing. The company’s market capitalisation
declined significantly following the drop in share price,
contributing to the overall weakness recorded on the
NGX.

The decline in Dangote Sugar’s share price further
weighed on the NGX All-Share Index, which lost signifi-
cant value during the week as investors sold off me-
dium- and large-cap stocks. Market capitalisation on
the exchange dropped by about N889 billion in a single
trading session following widespread sell pressure.

Despite the weak market performance, the compa-
ny’s latest financial results pointed to a significant oper-
ational recovery. Dangote Sugar returned to profitabil-
ity in the first quarter ended March 31, 2026, posting
a pre-tax profit of N20.6 billion compared with a pre-
tax loss of N22.6 billion recorded in the corresponding
period of 2025. Profit after tax stood at N19.1 billion
against a loss of N23.6 billion a year earlier.

The improved earnings performance was driven large-
ly by stronger margins, lower production costs and for-
eign exchange gains, even as revenue weakened during
the quarter. Revenue declined by 12.2 per cent year-
on-year to N187.7 billion from N213.9 billion, reflecting
softer sales volumes, particularly in the company’s 50kg
sugar category.

Cost of sales fell significantly to N144.6 billion from
N204.6 billion in the previous year, lifting gross profit
to N43.1 billion from N9.3 billion and improving opera-
tional efficiency. Operating profit also surged to N45.7
billion from N2.7 billion recorded in the first quarter of
2025.

Analysts observed that the market may still be pric-
ing in concerns over the company’s leverage position
and exposure to macroeconomic pressures, including
exchange rate volatility and elevated finance costs. Net
finance costs remained high at N26.7 billion during the
quarter despite a marginal improvement from the pre-
vious year.

The company’s full-year 2025 performance also point-
ed to a gradual recovery path rather than a full earnings
rebound. Revenue for the year rose by 24.6 per cent
to N829.2 billion, while gross margin improved signifi-
cantly to 14.8 per cent from 4.7 per cent previously.

Investors are also closely watching the company’s on-
going N485.9 billion rights issue aimed at restructur-
ing its balance sheet and supporting expansion projects
under its backward integration strategy.

Dangote Sugar’s return to profitability could support
medium-term valuation recovery, near-term sentiment
may remain cautious until investors gain clearer visibil-
ity on revenue growth, debt reduction and sustained
earnings momentum.
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Seplat executives acquire additional shares
under LTIP Programme

Stories by Kehinde Akin-
seinde-Jayeoba | Lagos

OP executives of
have significantly
increased their

shareholdings in
the company fol-
lowing the exercise of vest-
ed shares under its Long-
Term Incentive Plan (LTIP),
reinforcing management’s

alignment with sharehold-
ers amid growing investor
interest in the indigenous
energy giant.

In a corporate disclosure
filed with the Nigerian
Exchange Limited (NGX)
and the London Stock Ex-
change on Friday, Seplat
announced that its Chief
Executive Officer, Roger
Brown, and Chief Finan-

cial Officer, Eleanor Ada-
ralegbe, exercised rights
on vested LTIP shares from
the 2021, 2022 and 2023
award cycles.

The company stated that
the exercise of the vested
awards, scheduled for May
30, 2026, was accompanied
by share dealings to meet
statutory tax obligations in
line with market practice

and the company’s remu-
neration policy.

Under the transaction,
Brown exercised 2.19 million
vested shares, while 548,396
shares were withheld to
settle personal income tax
obligations, leaving him with
1.65 million retained shares
from the exercise. Follow-
ing the transaction, Brown’s
total direct holding in Seplat

From left, Yusuf Binji, Managing Director/CEO, BUA Cement Plc; Abdul Samad Rabiu (CFR, CON), Chairman, Board of Directors, BUA Cement
Plc; Hauwa Garba-Satomi, Company Secretary/Chief Legal Officer, BUA Cement Plc; Kabiru Rabiu, Non-Executive Director, and Finn Amold-
sen, Non-Executive Director both of BUA Cement Plc during the company’s 10th Annual General Meeting which, held in Transcorp Hilton, Abuja.

BUA Cement rewards shareholders with N10
dividend, as profit jumps 382%

SHAREHOLDERS of have
applauded the company’s
strong financial performance
for the 2025 financial year
after approving a dividend
payout of N10.00 per share
at the company’s 10th An-
nual General Meeting, held
in Abuja, on Thursday.

The cement giant posted a
record revenue of N1.2 tril-
lion for the 2025 financial
year, representing a 34.5 per
cent increase from N876.5
billion recorded in 2024,
amid rising infrastructure ac-
tivities and growing demand
across the construction sec-
tor.

The company also record-
ed a sharp rise in profitability,
with gross profit climbing to
N604.1 billion in 2025 from
N300.2 billion in the previous
year, while profit after tax
surged by 381.7 per cent to
N356 billion, compared with

N73.9 billion in 2024.

Earnings per share equally
rose significantly from N2.18
in 2024 to N10.00 in 2025,
underpinning the board’s de-
cision to approve the N10.00
dividend payout to share-
holders.

The impressive perfor-
mance came, despite pre-
vailing macroeconomic
pressures, foreign exchange
volatility and elevated op-
erating costs that affected
several manufacturers during
the year.

Speaking at the meeting,
shareholders commended
the leadership of the compa-
ny’s chairman, Abdul Samad
Rabiu, for steering the busi-
ness through a challenging
economic environment while
sustaining profitability and
shareholder returns.

The shareholders also
praised the company’s em-

ployee welfare initiatives,
including its recent long ser-
vice awards, as well as its
corporate social responsibil-
ity interventions in host com-
munities and other sectors of
the economy.

Responding, Rabiu thanked
shareholders for their confi-
dence in the board and man-
agement, noting that their
support remained critical to
the company’s continued
growth trajectory.

“Your faith and belief in us
to continue adding value is
the foundation for this im-
pressive performance we
have recorded,” he said.

Rabiu stated that despite
the impact of ongoing eco-
nomic reforms and associat-
ed challenges, the company
has emerged stronger and
remains committed to deliv-
ering value to investors.

He disclosed that BUA Ce-

ment will continue to pursue
its expansion programme
while positioning itself to
benefit from increasing in-
frastructure  development
across the country, particu-
larly the growing adoption of
concrete road construction.

According to him, the
planned commissioning of
the BUA LNG project later
this year is expected to signif-
icantly reduce the company’s
energy costs and improve op-
erational efficiency across its
plants.

“With the infrastructural
developments across the
country by the government,
especially concrete road
construction, BUA Cement is
committed to its expansion
programme,  safeguarding
the integrity of its capital and
building on its recorded bulk
cement distribution success,”
Rabiu stated.

rose to 6.52 million ordinary
shares.

Similarly, Adaraleghe ex-
ercised 478,082 vested
shares from the 2021, 2022
and 2023 LTIP cycles, with
119,519 shares withheld
for tax obligations. She
retained 358,563 shares
from the transaction, bring-
ing her total holding in the
company to 1.02 million or-
dinary shares.

Seplat said the enlarged
holdings by both executives
satisfy the minimum share-
holding requirements stipu-
lated under the sharehold-
er-approved remuneration
policy and underscore the
alignment of executive in-
terests with those of share-
holders.

“The Board of Seplat En-
ergy notes that this quan-
tum of shareholding en-

sures that the Executive
Directors’ interests in the
Company remain closely
aligned with those of other
shareholders in Seplat En-
ergy,” the company said in
the filing.

The transactions were ap-
proved by the board and
executed outside a trading
venue, according to the
disclosure made pursuant
to Article 19(3) of the Euro-
pean Union Market Abuse
Regulation.

Seplat, which is listed
on both the NGX and the
London Stock Exchange,
remains one of Nigeria’s
largest indigenous energy
companies, with a diversi-
fied portfolio spanning oil
and gas assets, export ter-
minals and gas processing
facilities across the Niger
Delta.

Cutix slips into loss as
finance costs surge despite
N14.8bn revenue

LEADING cable manufactur-
er, Cutix Plc, posted a loss for
the 2025/2026 financial year,
as soaring finance costs and
mounting operating pres-
sures eroded profitability
despite maintaining multi-
billion naira revenues.

The company’s unau-
dited financial statements
for the year ended April 30,
2026, showed that revenue
declined by six percent to
N14.77 billion from N15.77
billion recorded in the pre-
vious year, reflecting softer
sales across some product
categories and challenging
market conditions.

Profit before tax plunged to
a loss of N47.9 million com-
pared with a pre-tax profit
of N1.62 billion in the cor-
responding period of 2025,
representing a decline of
over 100 percent. Conse-
quently, the company posted
a loss after tax of N47.9 mil-
lion against a profit after tax
of N1.13 billion recorded a
year earlier.

Earnings per share also fell
sharply to a negative 0.68
kobo from 15.98 kobo in the
preceding year, underscoring
the severity of the earnings

contraction.

Analysis of the company’s
results showed that finance
costs more than doubled dur-
ing the year, rising to N1.04
billion from N383.24 million
in 2025. The sharp increase
was largely driven by higher
interest expenses on com-
mercial papers and overdraft
facilities amid Nigeria’s high-
interest-rate environment.

While gross profit re-
mained relatively stable at
N2.9 billion, operating profit
weakened significantly to
N930.29 million from N1.51
billion in the previous year as
administrative and distribu-
tion expenses increased.

The company’s balance
sheet also reflected pressure
on shareholders’ value, with
total equity declining by 28
per cent to N3.52 billion from
N4.90 billion. Total assets fell
by 14 percent to N7.48 bil-
lion, while liabilities rose by
four per cent to N3.95 billion.

Short-term  borrowings
climbed sharply to N2.77
billion from N2.12 billion,

indicating increased reli-
ance on debt financing to
support operations and

working capital needs.

FVIDQ-Nextt initiative impacts students with hands-on financial market experience

LEADING financial market
infrastructure group, FMDQ
Group Plc, has reaffirmed its
commitment to youth em-
powerment and financial
literacy development by host-
ing students from two Lagos-
based secondary schools for
an excursion at its corporate
headquarters, Exchange Place,
Lagos.

The initiative, organised to
commemorate the 2026 Chil-
dren’s Day and International
Day of the Boy Child, brought
together students from Chris-
land High School, Lekki, and
Jeed Trinity College, Isolo, for
an immersive learning experi-
ence aimed at exposing young

Nigerians to the workings of
the nation’s financial markets.

Held on May 25, the excur-
sion was organised under the
FMDQ Next Generation Finan-
cial Markets Empowerment
Programme (FMDQ-Next), the
Group’s flagship corporate re-
sponsibility initiative designed
to promote financial literacy,
market awareness and youth
inclusion in the financial eco-
system.

More than 70 students and
five facilitators participated in
the programme, where they
received practical insights into
key financial concepts such
as savings, investments and
financial products, while also

gaining firsthand exposure to
the structure and operations
of Nigeria’s financial markets.

The students also toured
Exchange Place and engaged
with professionals across the
Group through interactive
sessions and question-and-an-
swer engagements focused on
the role of financial markets in
economic development.

Speaking during the event,
the Group Chief Operating
Officer of FMDQ, Group, Ms.
Tumi Sekoni, said the initiative
reflects the organisation’s be-
lief in investing in young minds
through education and expo-
sure beyond the classroom
environment.

“At FMDQ Group, we recog-
nise that meaningful impact
begins with investing in young
minds. By creating opportuni-
ties for learning and exposure
beyond the traditional class-
room environment, we hope
to inspire curiosity, build con-
fidence, and equip the next
generation with knowledge
that will empower them to
make informed financial deci-
sions and contribute positively
to society,” she said.

Sekoni added that through
the FMDQ-Next initiative, the
group remains committed
to shaping a future driven by
education, inclusion and op-
portunity.

FMDQ Group noted that
the programme aligns with
the United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goals
(SDGs), particularly SDG 4 on
Quality Education and SDG 1
on No Poverty, underscoring
its commitment to inclusive
learning opportunities and
sustainable socio-economic
development.

Since its launch in 2018,
FMDQ-Next has impacted
more than 1,540 participants,
ranging from primary school
pupils to university graduates,
through excursions, summer
camps, financial literacy ses-
sions, internships and trading
challenges.

The Group stated that the
initiative forms part of its
broader vision of building fi-
nancially literate future leaders
capable of thriving in a rapidly
evolving global economy.

FMDQ Group is Africa’s first
vertically integrated financial
market infrastructure group,
providing trading, clearing,
settlement, depository and
information services across
Nigeria’s debt capital, foreign
exchange, derivatives and
equity markets through its
subsidiaries, including FMDQ
Securities Exchange Limited,
FMDQ Clear Limited, FMDQ
Depository Limited and FMDQ
Private Markets Limited.
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Akin Adewakun | Lagos

NDOUBTEDLY, ad-

vertising in Nigeria

has come of age.

With decades of

existence  under
its belt, the practice can be
described as one that wields
enormous powers, within the
nation’s economic ecosystem,
when it comes to fame, influ-
ence and impact.

But, as bright as the pros-
pects of this sector, predict-
ed by some, would hit the
Nitrillion mark in the next
few years, one of the factors
still holding down its growth,
many industry watchers be-
lieve, remains the near ab-
sence of data in driving opera-
tions within the sector.

Interestingly, one sector of
the practice where this be-
comes most obvious is the out
-of -home (OOH), a branch of
the profession stakeholders
believe its interests would
have been better served, with
huge deployment of data.

with Akin Adewakun

Firm, industry stakeholders chart course for credible,
data-driven OOH advettising

For instance, some have ar-
gued that the sector would
have been saved the horren-
dous experience of having all
its signages, in Lagos, brought
down at the inception of the
Lagos State Signage and Ad-
vertisement Agency (LASAA),
many years ago, if it had pos-
sessed some data to justify
the value some of those bill-
boards were adding to the
aesthetics and economy of
the state.

Many, therefore, see the
decision by LOMA and some
respected stakeholders in
Nigeria’s Out-of-Home ad-
vertising to officially commis-
sion the services of Research
Brooks, to embark on an in-
dependent industry studies,
as not only timely, but one
that would go a long way in
enhancing the transparency
of the sector, and position it
for better exploits.

According to OOH Academy
Nigeria, pioneers of the the Lo-
cation Marketing (LOMA), and
the brain behind the initiative,

the study, tagged: “Nigeria
OOH Advertising Consumer
Penetration & Audience Be-
haviour Study”, will have its
focus on understanding OOH
audience penetration, con-
sumer engagement, move-
ment patterns, audience be-
haviour, and industry market
realities in the country.

Speaking at the official com-
missioning of the study, the
Founder, OOH Academy/Con-
vener LOMA Awards, Kingsley
Onwukeme, noted that the
study has become imperative
due to paucity of comprehen-
sive independent study, fo-
cused on understanding OOH
audience penetration, con-
sumer engagement, move-
ment patterns, audience be-
haviour, and industry market
realities.

He argued that an industry
as important and visible, Out-
of-Home advertising cannot
continue to rely solely on as-
sumptions, estimates, or frag-
mented data.

“The media landscape is

evolving rapidly. Consumer
attention is changing. Tech-
nology is transforming audi-
ence engagement. Cities are
becoming smarter and more
connected. Therefore, the
OOH industry itself must also
evolve through knowledge,
intelligence, and credible
data,” he added.

Onwukeme explained that
the research is designed to
provide deeper insight into
OOH consumer penetration
across Nigeria: Audience be-
havior and mobility patterns;
Consumer interaction with
Out-of-Home media; Me-
dia effectiveness and visibil-
ity; Market intelligence and
industry insights;  Industry
spend analysis from preced-
ing years and Emerging op-
portunities shaping the future
of the OOH sector

He added that the intention
of OOH Academy is to help
build a more transparent,
credible, measurable, and
trusted OOH industry, driven
by facts, research and intel-

L-R: Lead/ Principal Investigator, Research Brooks Ltd, Jonathan Kalu; Lead and Data Analyst, TMKG Consulting, Marvelous ldowu; Founder OOH
Academy/ Convener, LOMA Awards, Kingsley Onwukeme Business Unit Director, Plus Acuity Ltd, Emmanuel Adediran; and CEO, Landmarks OOH
Media / Past Exco OAAN, Felix Ehikhuemen, at a press conference to commission the Nigeria OOH Media and Audience Behaviour Study, powered

by O0H Academy Nigeria, in Lagos.

Odu'a Investments reiterates commitment to
expansion, innovation

.Commiissions Glanvill’'s House

Francis lIwuchukwu | Lagos

THE Group  Chairman,
Odu’a Investments Company
Limited, Otunba Bimbo Ashi-
ru, has, again, assured of the
company’s commitment to
strengthening its subsidiar-
ies, expanding its tentacles
and making its operations in-
novative and tech-driven.

Ashiru gave the assurance
at the commissioning of the
Group’s Glanvill's House, the
new corporate headquar-
ters of its Glanvill Enthoven
Insurance and Reinsurance
Brokers Limited, on lkorodu
Road, in Lagos, over the
weekend.

He described the latest de-
velopment as a milestone in
the Group’s transformation
journey, and a testament to
its commitment to growth,
innovation, and operational
excellence.

According to him, the
strategic location of the
new headquarters reflects
Glanvill's determination to
compete effectively, and
strengthen its position at
that market segment.

“Today is not about cutting
a ribbon or opening a door.
It is about celebrating vision,
resilience and an unwavering
commitment to excellence
that defines the Glanvills

brand and indeed the entire
Odu’a Group,” Ashiru said.

The former Ogun Commis-
sioner for Industry charged
the company to see the new
headquarters as a launch
pad for greater achieve-
ments, urging management
to increase profitability and
contribute more significantly
to the overall success of the
Odu’a Group.

Earlier, the Group Manag-
ing Director of Odu’a Invest-
ments Company Limited,
Mr  Abdulrahman Yinusa,
described the commission-
ing of Glanvills House as
evidence of the Group’s de-
termination, strategic focus

and commitment to building
enduring legacies.

He noted that the new of-
fice is designed to enhance
client experience, improve
operational efficiency and
strengthen brand visibility.

The Managing Director
of Glanvill Enthoven Insur-
ance and Reinsurance Bro-
kers Limited, Dr Olasupo
Falana, commended the
current management team
for restoring the company’s
three operating licences,
lost in 2015, rebuilding lost
business relationships and
returning the company to
profitability from 2019 on-
ward.

ligence.

Onwukeme expressed op-
timism on the outcome of
the research and how such
findings would influence the
future planning, buying, mea-
surement, and strategic use
of Out-of-Home advertising in
Nigeria.

According to him, an expe-
rienced oversight committee,
made up of respected indus-
try professionals and research
experts, has been constitut-
ed to ensure the credibility,
transparency, and profession-

al quality of the study.

A member of the commit-
tee, and Business Unit Lead
at Plus Acuity, Emmanuel
Adediran, believed it has be-
come imperative to have data
to back investments in today’s
business.

“But, in OOH, we are not
sure when it comes to mea-
surement, that is why I'll com-
mend LOMA for decentralis-
ing intelligence. At least this
will go a long way in ensuring
marketing decisions are pre-
mised on data,” he added.

AMEC enhances
communication measurement
with new GEO Principles

AMEC, the International As-
sociation for the Measure-
ment and Evaluation of Com-
munication, has announced
the launch of the AMEC GEO
Principles and a companion
resource, A Practitioner’s
Guide to GEO Measurement,
to help communications pro-
fessionals measure the grow-
ing influence of Al-led discov-
ery, generative search and
large language models.

GEO, or Generative Engine
Optimisation, is increasingly
used to describe how organ-
isations appear in Al-gener-
ated answers and discovery
environments.

Speaking on the develop-
ment, the Managing Director
of PR Agency One and AMEC
Board Director, James Craw-
ford, noted: “Anyone working
in PR or communication will
know how quickly clients and
boards have started asking
how GEO and LLM outputs
should be measured. There

is excellent innovation taking
place, but there are also un-
even standards, overclaim-
ing, vanity metrics and meth-
odologies that are not always
transparent enough.

“AMEC has a responsibil-
ity to bring discipline to that
conversation. These princi-
ples give the industry a more
rigorous way of looking at Al-
led discovery: one that recog-
nises its importance, but also
its limits,” he stated.

He added that the prin-
ciples are designed to help
practitioners assess this re-
sponsibly, without reducing
measurement to simplistic
rankings, vanity metrics or
opaque scores from individ-
ual tools.

The resources  were
launched at the AMEC Global
Summit in Dublin on May
20, during a panel chaired
by Rayna Grudova-de Lange,
founder and CEO of Insight-
HQ.

FG, partmers sensitise dairy
consumers in new campaign

A new campaign aimed at
sensitising dairy consumers
on the right type of dairy for
their consumption has been
launched.

Tagged: “Choose  Milk
Campaign”, the initiative is ex-
pected to run for three years,
driving sustained nationwide
awareness efforts, designed
to help Nigerian consumers
better understand authentic
dairy products and make in-
formed nutritional decisions
that support healthier fami-
lies and communities.

The campaign, involving
senior government officials,
nutrition experts, health-
care professionals, regula-
tors, development partners,
and industry stakeholders,
has its thematic thrusts wo-
ven around helping Nigerian
households make informed
dairy choices by strengthen-
ing consumer education and

awareness on the nutritional
benefits of milk and the dif-
ferences between real milk
and creamers.

Speaking at the launch, the
Senior Project Manager from
the Danish Dairy Board, Mr.
Lars Jensen, explained that
the initiative seeks to address
widespread misconceptions
about dairy consumption
while drawing a clear distinc-
tion between dairy milk and
creamers commonly found in
the Nigerian market.

“Not all products market-
ed within the dairy category
deliver the same nutritional
value. It is important for con-
sumers to understand that
creamers do not offer the
key nutrients found in dairy
milk,” he added.

He described the campaign
as being about clarity, trans-
parency, and better health
outcomes.
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John Ameh | Abuja

ENTY-FOUR hours

after the Tanimu
Turaki-led  Peoples
Democratic Party

(PDP) ratified former
President Goodluck Jonathan
as its presidential candidate
for the 2027 polls, there was
still no official word from the
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A presidential aspirant of the African Democratic Congress (ADC), Mohammed Hayatu-Deen and the presidential candidate of the party,
Atiku Abubakar during a meeting at Hayatu-Deen’s residence in Lagos on Sunday

former number one citizen
whether he had accepted the
offer or declined.

The Nigerian Tribune made
frantic efforts on Sunday to get
confirmations from some asso-
ciates and close contacts of the
former leader without success,
as the suspense over his inten-
tions remained palpable.

One of his most visible

Turaki-led

promoters and member rep-
resenting Sagbama/Ekeremor
Federal Constituency of Bay-
elsa State at the House of
Representatives, Honourable

Fred Agbedi, did not respond
to inquiries by the newspa-
per about Jonathan’s reaction
to being picked as the Turaki
camp’s presidential choice.
Several of his other con-

DP

tacts also simply kept mum
when reached on Sunday to
discuss the issue with a view to
getting a clear direction.

The National Publicity Sec-
retary of the Interim National
Working Committee (INWC)
led by Turaki, Comrade Ini
Ememobong, had said Jona-
than’s candidacy was “a call to

service” and not “an ambition”,
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Edo PDP Legacy Group confirms 2024 povwer sharing

Suyi Ayodele | Benin

THE faction of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), loyal
to the Minister of the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT), Nyesom
Wike, has explained the agree-
ment it struck with Governor
Monday Okpebholo during
the 2024 governorship elec-
tion in the state

The spokesman of the Wike
faction of the PDP in Edo State,
Bob-Manuel Omobumhe Umo-
ru, who gave the details of the
said power sharing agreement,
said that it was the reason the
Edo PDP Legacy Group threw its
weight behind Okpebholo’s can-
didacy against Asue Ighodalo,
the original PDP gubernatorial
candidate in the election.

Umoru explained that the
Wike-backed PDP faction oth-
erwise known as PDP Legacy
Group supported Governor
Okpebholo to victory in line
with the agreement.

He added that it was in hon-
our of the said agreement that

Governor Okpebholo backed
Omoregie Ogbeide-lhama
against Pastor Osagie Ize-
lyamu for the Edo South sena-
torial seat.

Both Ogbeide-lhama and
Pastor Ize-lyamu are claiming
victory of the APC primary.

Umoru, who spoke in Benin
City, said the agreement was
signed at the private office of
former National Chairman of
the APC, Alhaji Umar Ganduje

He said signatories to the
agreement included Edo APC
Chairman. Jarret Tenebe,
Governor Okpebholo, Og-
beide-lhama and Secretary of
Edo PDP, Hillary Itsu.

The Edo PDP factional
spokesman said the agreement
stipulated power sharing in the
ratio of 70 to 30 percent.

He said members of the PDP
Legacy Group were to be given
political appointments and giv-
en some slots in elective posi-
tions to the House of Assembly,
House of Representatives and
one senatorial seat.

According to him, “When
it is needed, | speak truth to
power. Was there an agree-
ment between PDP Legacy
Group and Monday Okpeb-
holo? Yes there was an agree-
ment between Okpebholo
and PDP Legacy Group.

“In the agreement, we
agreed to share power on
the basis of 70 to 30 percent.
70 for the APC and 30 for the
Legacy Group. This agree-
ment was written in the pri-
vate office of former National
Chairman of the APC, Alhaji
Umar Ganduje.

“At the time the agreement
was made, Ganduje was the
National Chairman. | chal-
lenge all the signatories to
make the document public
for the world to see.

“We agreed in the document
that elected offices will be
shared. In the three senatorial
districts, the Legacy Group will
have a seat. It was not specify
whether it will be Edo North,
Edo Central or Edo South.

formula deal with Okpebholo

-Says senatorial slot not individual-specific

“l was privy to the agree-
ment. This agreement was
not honoured. On whether
there was a clause in the
agreement that Hon Ogbeide-
Ihama be given certain posi-
tion, the answer is no.

“Ogbeide-lhama is going
about telling the world that
the agreement said heshould
be given tbe Senate ticket. No
clause in that agreement that
particularly carried the name
of Ogbeide-lhama. There is
no paragraph that carried the
name of Ogbeide-lhama that
he should be given senatorial
ticket.

“The only time his name ap-
peared was in the signatory.
Okpebholo and Jarret Tenebe
signed on behalf of APC while
Ogbeide-lhama and Hillary Otsu
signed on behalf of the PDP.

“That  agreement never
specified that Ogbeide-lhama
be given the Edo South ticket.
Even if we decide on Edo South,
it is the Legacy leaders that will
decide who gets the ticket.

My transition to APC not reckless —Mutfivang

Isaac Shobayo | Jos

GOVERNOR Caleb Mutf-
wang of Plateau State has
stated that his defection
from the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) to the All
Progressives Congress (APC)
was not reckless but guided
by unwavering commitment
to the collective growth, po-
litical stability, and long-term
progress of Plateau State.

In his broadcast to the state
to mark his third year in of-
fice, Governor Mutfwang
said: “In spite of the transi-
tion, the administration did

not lose faith, nor did it wa-
ver in its commitment to the
sacred mandate entrusted to
the government.

“We remained steadfast,
focused, and determined
to serve the interests of our
people. Today, the founda-
tions we laid with sacrifice,
courage, vision, and perse-
verance are beginning to
yield tangible and meaning-
ful results.

“Plateau is rising again. Hope
is being restored, confidence
in governance is gradually re-
turning, and the dream of a
peaceful, united, secure, and

prosperous plateau is becom-
ing a visible reality. Indeed,
the Plateau of our dreams is
possible, and together, we
will continue to build a state
that future generations will be
proud to inherit.”

The governor thanked
members of the APC and
community stakeholders for
the confidence reposed in
him by ensuring his victory in
the governorship primaries
ahead of the 2027 elections,
promising that the gesture of
trust, solidarity, and belief in
a collective vision for Plateau
State will not be taken for

granted.

On the security challenges
in the state, the governor
commended the patriotic
service and sacrifices of the
armed forces and indeed,
paramilitary agencies, who
have tirelessly stood with the
government through the try-
ing moments in the state.

He added that the state
government is in the pro-
cess of re-establishing the
Plateau State Security Trust
Fund to mobilise support
and resources for improved
security coordination and in-
tervention.

Jonathan keeps mum despite ratification by

implying that it was the party
who reviewed the credibil-
ity of the former president and
found him worthy to fly its flag
and not necessarily that Jona-
than applied for the job directly
by himself.

Attempts by the Nigerian
Tribune to establish evidence
of the former president per-
sonally expressing interest to
contest or procuring nomina-
tion forms did not yield results.

Findings also showed that
he neither submitted any
forms publicly nor appeared
for screening before the presi-
dential election screening com-
mittee appointed by the INWC,
though the camp later granted
a waiver to Jonathan when he
didn’t appear for screening.

Speaking on May 19, the
day fixed for the screening, a
member of the panel and for-
mer governor of Niger State, Dr
Mu’azu Babangida Aliyu, sim-

ply explained, “The party had
already given our presidential
aspirant the waiver.

“Like | said in the begin-
ning, he was deputy governor,
became governor, became vice
president, became president.

“So, we didn’t see any-
thing that needed screening
and therefore the party had
given him a waiver. In other
words, he had been declared
and cleared as the candidate
of the PDP for the presidential
election and that is president
Jonathan!”

On Saturday, May 30, when
the INWC ratified Jonathan’s
candidacy in absentia, it was
the Chairman of the Special
Presidential Convention, Pro-
fessor Jerry Gana, who re-
ceived the former president’s
certificate of return and hand-
ed it over to Honourable Ag-
bedi for onward transmission
to Jonathan.

Nigeria needs Makinde’s
leadership in 2027 —Osun
APM guber candidate

By Rukiyat Ogunwade

THE governorship candidate of
the Allied People’s Movement
(APM) for the August 15 Osun
State Governorship Election,
Wale Adebayo has stated that
Nigeria needed the leadership
of the Oyo state governor, Seyi
Makinde.

The Osun gubernatorial
candidate said this in a con-
gratulatory message for his
emergence as the Presidential
candidate of the party for the
2027 General Election.

According to him, Gover-
nor Makinde’s remarkable
achievements in infrastruc-
ture, education, economic de-
velopment, and transparent
governance have positioned
him as one of the most effec-
tive governors in contempo-
rary Nigeria.

Adebayo stated that at a
time when many Nigerians are
facing economic hardship and
uncertainty, the party offers a
credible alternative capable of

restoring hope and rebuilding
public confidence in govern-
ment.

Explaining the significance of
the party’s symbol, he noted
that the cassava logo of the
APM is more than a political
emblem.

Speaking on the forthcoming
Osun Governorship Election,
he described the August 15
poll as a defining moment for
the state.

He, however, reaffirmed his
commitment to inclusive lead-
ership and pledged to work
tirelessly to deliver a govern-
ment that reflects the aspira-
tions of the people of Osun
State.

“Governor Seyi Makinde
represents competence,
courage, accountability, and
people-oriented  leadership.
His track record in Oyo State
shows that government can
work for the people. | am con-
fident that the same vision and
capacity will serve Nigeria well
from May 29, 2027, he added.

Plateau deserves stronger
leadership —PDP guber candidate

Isaac Shobayo | Jos

THE gubernatorial candidate
of the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) in Plateau State,
Mr Sunday Biggs has declared
that the state deserves stron-
ger leadership capable of ad-
dressing insecurity, economic
hardship and underdevelop-
ment confronting the people.

Biggs, who made declaration
during an interactive session
with newsmen in Jos, the state
capital, said the performance of
the incumbent governor, Barris-
ter Caleb Mutfwang in the past
three years fall short of the ex-
pectations of the people of the
state who overwhelming voted
for himin 2023.

He mentioned that emer-
gence of Governor Mutfwang

was a collective effort by
citizens across ethnic and re-
ligious divides adding that the
current realities in the state
show that many residents are
dissatisfied with the govern-
ment’s performance.

The governorship aspirant
said leadership is about re-
sponsibility not sentiment or
personal attachment adding
that no political office hold-
er should remain in power
without performance, irre-
spective of where the person
comes from.

He argued that the gov-
ernorship position for the
Central Zone was specifically
entrusted to Mangu Local
Government Area to com-
plete the zone’s eight-year ar-
rangement.
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Taiwo Amodu | Abuja

HE choice of run-

ning mate to the

African Demo-

cratic Congress

(ADC) Presidential

candidate, Atiku Abubakar

will be the prerogative of

the party stakeholders and

its statutory organs, Nige-

rian Tribune gathered at
the weekend.

A senior member of the

ADC and ally of the former

Vice-President told Nigerian
Tribune in confidence that
Atiku has since surrendered
the choice of his running
mate to the leadership of the
ADC.

He said: “Yes, he is the
candidate but he has said
he would concede to the
party organs to decide for
him, who his running mate
will be.

“It isn't a decision that he
can take unilaterally. The Na-
tional Working Committee

Labour Party unveils consensus
candidates in Sokoto

Olakunle Maruf | Sokoto

THE Labour Party (LP) in
Sokoto State has successfully
concluded its governorship,
senatorial, House of Repre-
sentatives and State House of
Assembly primaries, produc-
ing candidates for the 2027
general elections through a
consensus process widely en-
dorsed by party stakeholders.

The primaries, held on Sat-
urday across designated ven-
ues in the state, were super-
vised by the party’s Primaries
Electoral Committee led by
Chairman, Elder Julius Inedu,
and Secretary, Comrade Ab-
dullahi Bello.

Addressing party members
after the exercise, Elder In-
edu described the primaries
as peaceful, transparent and
consistent with the provi-
sions of the Labour Party
Constitution, electoral guide-
lines and the Electoral Act.

“Today’s exercise reflects
the unity and maturity of
our party in Sokoto State.
Through consultations and
consensus-building, we have
demonstrated that democ-

racy can thrive in an atmo-
sphere of understanding and
mutual respect,” he said.

According to the results
released by the commit-
tee, Comrade Aminu Umar
Ahmad emerged as the La-
bour Party’s governorship
candidate for the 2027 elec-
tion, while candidates also
emerged for the three sen-
atorial districts, 11 federal
constituencies and 30 State
Assembly seats.

Inedu commended party
leaders, delegates and aspi-
rants for their commitment
to a peaceful process.

“The overwhelming support
for the consensus arrange-
ment shows that members
are focused on the bigger goal
of building a stronger Labour
Party capable of providing
quality leadership and good
governance for the people of
Sokoto State,” he added.

The committee secretary,
Comrade Abdullahi Bello,
said the successful conduct
of the primaries had further
strengthened confidence in
the party’s internal demo-
cratic process.

NNPP reserves 50% tickets
for women, vows inclusive
governance in Osun

Adeolu Adeyemo | Osogbo

The New Nigeria People’s
Party (NNPP) has promised
to prioritise women'’s welfare
and representation in Osun
State if voted into power in
the 2027 general elections.

The State Chairman, Dr To-
sin Odeyemi made the pledge
in Osogbo during the party’s
primary elections, where can-
didates for the National and
State Assemblies were un-
veiled at the NNPP secretariat.

Odeyemi said the party
allotted 50% of its candida-
ture slots to women because
it believes in their ability to
shape Nigeria s political di-
rection.

“We believe strongly in the
capacity of women to lead
and transform society. That is
why half of our tickets went
to women,” he said.

He added that the NNPP
is ready for the polls, noting
that Nigerians are tired of

parties that make promises
and fail to deliver.

The chairman cautioned c
andidates against campaigns
of calumny and defamation,
urging them to focus on is-
sues and make only promises
they can keep.

Also speaking, Osun West
Senatorial Candidate Hon-
ourable Makinde Folasayo
called on Osun women to
take centre stage in politics
instead of playing from the
backdoors.

“Men use us during cam-
paigns because they know
we can mobilise votes. But
once they get to power, they
neglect us,” Makinde said.

She  commended the
party’s leadership for cre-
ating space for women to
contest. Women are nation
builders. We have empathy
and we know where the shoe
pinches. Given the chance,
we can transform the nation
for good.

and the National Executive
Committee of the party will
have to meet and take a po-
sition.

“As we speak, it is even
likely that a small adhoc
Committee has been set
up to look at likely candi-
dates.”

Investigation however re-
vealed that certain chieftains
of the party are being touted
as likely running mate to
Atiku.

Those mentioned include

the former Deputy Speaker
of the House of Represen-
tatives, Honourable Emeka
Ilhedioha and former Minis-
ter of Transportation, Rotimi
Ameachi.

The source who main-
tained that no decision
has been taken on running
mate for Atiku however

confirmed that the former
Rivers State governor, who
came second at the Presi-
dential convention of the
party topped list of the

politics news

Atiku waits on ADC NWC, NEC for choice of running
mate —Party source -:Amaechi, Ihedioha on the list

choices open to the ADC
NWC and NEC.

The source revealed: “It is
settled that the choice of run-
ning mate will come from the
southern part of the country;
Atiku Abubakar is from the
North. It is however open to
South-west, south-south and
the south east.

“Those who have nar-
rowed it to Rotimi Ameachi
are looking at his political
profile and records — a
former governor, former

Oyo State Chairman of the Nigeria Democratic Congress NDC, rincess Oyeronke Akinlolu, flanked by Mr. Akim Adebola Yusuf as governorship

Minister and has been Pres-
idential aspirants in both
APC and ADC, incidentally
he came second in the two
attempts. When it comes to
policy articulation and exe-
cution, he has proved him-
self. So, | can understand
why everyone is talking
about him as the favored
choice. But the choice isn’t
for Atiku to make. The party
stakeholders will meet and
pick someone that will add
value to the campaigns.”

candidate of the party, leader of ADC in the state, Alhaji Ayoade Raimi Ayoade Baale; and other candidates of the party, during the presentation
and ratification of the party’s candidates in Oyo State for elective positions at the Princess Place, Dele Adetoro, Bodija, Ibadan on Friday. Photo:

Yemi Funso-Oke.

Gbenga Hashim emerges Accord presidential candidate

Muhammad Sabiu | Kaduna

DR Gbenga Olawepo-Hashim
has emerged as the presiden-
tial candidate of the Accord
party, following the success-
ful conduct of the party’s
affirmation primaries held
across several states of the
federation.

The exercise, which
recorded a massive turn-
out of party members and
supporters, saw Dr Hashim
secure overwhelming affir-
mative votes, affirming his
position as the party’s stan-
dard-bearer for the forth-

coming presidential election.

Although he was unop-
posed going into the prima-
ries, the exercise was con-
ducted to allow party faithful
to formally endorse his candi-
dature through a democratic
affirmation process.

Results received from par-
ticipating states as of the time
of filing this report showed
that Hashim garnered a total
of 423,902 affirmative votes.

A breakdown of the votes
indicated that Jigawa State
recorded the highest figure
with 198,200 votes, followed
by Kano State with 124,101

votes. Nasarawa State de-
livered 47,309 votes, while
Kebbi State returned 46,852
votes.

Other results showed that
Kwara State contributed
3,348 votes, while Lagos
State recorded 4,548 affirma-
tive votes in support of the
candidate.

Party officials described the
exercise as peaceful, trans-
parent and reflective of the
confidence members have in
Olawepo-Hashim’s leadership
and vision for the country.

Speaking after the exercise,
supporters hailed the out-

come as a strong signal of the
party’s readiness to mobilise
nationwide ahead of the
general election, expressing
optimism that the Accord
Party would offer Nigerians a
credible alternative.

They further described
Hashim as a bridge builder
capable of healing national
divisions across North and
South, as well as a unifier
across religious lines, not-
ing that his emergence rep-
resents a potential platform
for reconciliation and na-
tional cohesion in a politically
fragmented country.

Labour Party picks Chima Boms as Rivers governorship candidate

Sanusi Olawale | Port Harcourt

The Labour Party in Rivers
State has returned Mr Chima
Boms as its governorship
candidate for the 2027 gen-
eral election following the
conclusion of the party’s pri-
mary election on saturday.
Declaring the result at the
state collation centre in Port
Harcourt, the state capital,
the Returning Officer for
the exercise, retired Colonel
Emeka Osuagu, said Boms
emerged as the party’s candi-
date after being affirmed by
delegates and members as
the sole aspirant at a special
nomination congress.
Osuagu stated that the ex-
ercise was conducted in ac-

cordance with the constitu-
tion of the Labour Party, the
Electoral Act 2026 and the
party’s electoral guidelines.

He said: “Having satisfied
all constitutional and proce-
dural requirements, Chima
Boms is hereby declared the
winner and duly returned
elected as the governorship
candidate of the Labour
Party for the 2027 general
election.”

Speaking shortly after his
emergence, Boms said Nige-
ria requires a comprehensive
re-engineering of its institu-
tions to address the nation’s
socio-economic and security
challenges.

According to him, there is
an urgent need to redesign

the country’s security archi-
tecture, strengthen educa-
tional institutions and place
greater emphasis on quality
education rather than certif-
icates.

He also stressed the need to
improve electricity generation,
healthcare delivery and the
ease of doing business, not-
ing that such measures would
stimulate economic growth
and empower citizens.

“Without electricity, the
economic turnaround that
we hope for will not hap-
pen. We must strengthen
our health sector and take
deliberate steps to improve
the ease of doing business
in Rivers State so that our
economy can thrive and our

entrepreneurial spirit can be
unleashed,” he said.

Also speaking, the Labour
Party senatorial candidate for
Rivers East Senatorial District,
Mrs Beatrice ltubo, assured
constituents of quality repre-
sentation and selfless service
if elected.

She pledged to champion
reforms that would address
the needs of the people and
effectively represent their in-
terests at the national level.

Meanwhile, the Rivers State
Chairman of the Labour Party,
Mr Fredrick Nwojie, congrat-
ulated all the candidates who
emerged from the party’s pri-
maries and assured them of
the party’s support throughout
the electioneering process.
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Tinubu building alliances with foreign nations to
defeat security threats —First Lady

.As EKiti monarchs seek tougher anti-kidnapping laws, state police

‘Yomi Ayeleso | Ado-Ekiti

IGERIAN'S first lady,

Senator  Oluremi

Tinubu, has assured

Nigerians that Pres-

ident Bola Tinubu

remains resolute in his deter-

mination to restore security

across the country through

strengthened internal security

measures and strategic part-
nerships with foreign nations.

Speaking during an engage-

ment with Ekiti State Council

of Traditional Rulers in Ado-

Ekiti, the state capital, during
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her one-day working visit to
the state, Senator Tinubu dis-
closed that the Federal Gov-
ernment was collaborating
with developed countries, in-
cluding the United States, to
tackle terrorism, kidnapping,
banditry and other security
challenges confronting the
nation.

Addressing the monarchs,
she described the persistent
cases of kidnapping, ban-
ditry and killings across parts
of the country as disturb-
ing, stressing that President
Tinubu is working tirelessly

to ensure the safety of lives
and property.

She noted that while signifi-
cant efforts being made to
combat insecurity, some of
the strategies being deployed
cannot be made public for
security reasons.

She said: “international
cooperation has become an
important component of
the government’s efforts to
confront criminal elements,
many of whom, she said, are
not Nigerians.

“It is disheartening that we
have this insecurity. A lot of
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foreign countries are helping
our nation. The United States
and some other developed
countries are supporting us
in this matter. Some of those
terrorising us are non-Nige-
rians. No matter what hap-
pens, we shall overcome be-
cause Nigeria is too great to
be intimidated.

“Challenges will come, but
collectively we can tackle
them. | can assure you that
the president is working
round the clock to get this
matter resolved. Some-
times, he sleeps as late

From left: Pioneer chairman, Adavi Local Government Area of Kogl State, All Progressnves Congress (APC), Hon. Musa Ohiani; chairmanship candidate
of APC for Adavi Local Government Area, Hon Sule Ozovehe; Special Adviser to the Kogi State Governor on Media, Ismaila Isah; elder statesman and
community leader, Isa Ozi Salami; vice chairman, Adavi LGA, Hajiya Hawa Yusuf, and APC chairman Adavi LGA, Barabas Oyibo, during the opening
ceremony of new APC secretariat donated by Ismaila Isah in Ogaminana, Adavi LGA, Kogi State on Saturday.

NTCA raises concem as one in five
Nigerian teenagers tries tobacco

Kazeem Biriowo | Abuja

THE Nigeria Tobacco Control
Alliance (NTCA) has raised
concern over rising tobacco
use among adolescents, re-
vealing that nearly one in
five Nigerian schoolchildren
aged 13 to 15 years has tried
at least one tobacco product,
despite years of public health
campaigns aimed at discour-
aging smoking.

In a statement signed by its
communications officer, Em-
manuel Onwuka, and issued
on Sunday in Abuja to mark
the 2026 World No Tobacco
Day, themed: ‘Unmasking
the appeal countering nic-
otine and tobacco addiction,

the alliance said tobacco in-
dustry marketing strategies
continue to influence young
people and expose them to
nicotine addiction.

The alliance noted that
Nigerian youths are increas-
ingly exposed to images of
smoking, shisha and vaping
through music videos, fash-
ion trends and social media
platforms, often packaged
with attractive branding and
flavours.

According to NTCA, the
glamorous portrayal of to-
bacco products conceals the
dangers of addiction, disease
and long-term health compli-
cations.

The alliance said recent

studies also showed that
about one in 10 adolescents
are currently smoking, de-
scribing the trend as trou-
bling given years of aware-
ness campaigns and tobacco
control efforts.

These  figures  remain
deeply concerning, especially
after years of public health
education and awareness
campaigns. They suggest that
tobacco industry tactics are
still influencing young people
and that weak enforcement
of Nigeria s 2015 Tobacco
Control Act continues to
leave adolescents vulnerable
to subtle forms of promotion
and recruitment, the state-
ment said.

NTCA further highlighted
the economic burden of to-
bacco use, noting that tobac-
co-related illnesses cost Ni-
geria more than N211 billion
annually in healthcare expen-
diture and lost productivity.

Citing findings from the
Global Burden of Disease
study, the alliance said nearly
30,000 deaths recorded in
Nigeria in 2021 were directly
linked to tobacco-related dis-
eases.

It added that tobacco use
contributes significantly to
the burden of non-communi-
cable diseases, including car-
diovascular diseases, chronic
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease (COPD) and lung cancer.

as 3 a.m. because of the
enormous responsibilities
before him. Let us continue
to pray for our country,” she
said.

Senator Tinubu also ex-
pressed appreciation to the
people and traditional rulers
of Ekiti State for their con-
tinued support for President
Tinubu and Governor Oye-
banji, describing such good-
will as a motivation for both
leaders to remain committed
to good governance and ser-
vice delivery.

In his remarks, the chair-

man of the state council of
traditional rulers and Ogoga
of lkere-Ekiti, Oba Adejimi
Adu-Alagbado, commended
the First Lady’s Renewed
Hope Initiative for positively
impacting lives across the
country.

Oba Adu-Alagbado also
urged the Federal Govern-
ment to fast-track the cre-
ation of state police, insisting
that decentralised policing
will strengthen security ar-
chitecture and enhance the
capacity of states to combat
criminality.

CSOs to Tinubu: Nigerians
gain little from your
reforms hardship

Kehinde Akintola | Abuja

LEADERS of prominent Civil
Society Organisations (CSOs)
criticised the performance
of President Bola Tinubu
over the past three years,
urging the government to
implement people-centred
reforms based on the current
realities.

In an interview with Nige-
rian Tribune, national coor-
dinator, Coalition of North-
ern Groups (CNG), Comrade
Jamilu Charanchi, frowned at
the plight of average Nigerian
under President Tinubu since
assumption of office in 2023,
saying Nigerians deserve
leadership rooted in compe-
tence, justice, fairness, com-
passion, accountability.

He said: “The attempt by the
administration of President
Bola Tinubu to paint a picture
of national recovery and prog-
ress stands in sharp contrast
with the harsh realities con-
fronting millions of Nigerians
across the country today.

“After three years of this
administration, the ordi-
nary Nigerian is not asking
about stock market figures
or carefully crafted economic
theories. The people are ask-
ing why food is beyond the
reach of ordinary citizens,
why businesses are collaps-
ing daily why the naira has
become severely weakened
why unemployment contin-
ues to rise, and why citizens
can no longer travel safely on
many roads across the feder-

ation.

“The removal of the fuel
subsidy and the chaotic eco-
nomic policies of this gov-
ernment have inflicted un-
precedented suffering on the
masses. Transportation costs
have multiplied, inflation has
destroyed purchasing power,
and countless families can no
longer afford basic necessi-
ties,” he added.

The claim that these sacri-
fices are not in vain is deeply
insensitive to Nigerians who
now live under crushing eco-
nomic pressure with no visi-
ble relief in sight.

“Equally disturbing is the
alarming level of insecurity
that continues to engulf
the nation. From terrorism
and banditry in the North to
kidnapping, violent attacks,
and killings across different
regions, Nigerians are living
in fear while government
officials continue to offer as-
surances disconnected from
reality.

“No amount of official
speeches can erase the daily
realities faced by ordinary Ni-
gerians. History will not judge
leaders by the length of their
speeches or the scale of their
promises, but by the con-
dition of the people under
their leadership.”

“Today, millions of Nigeri-
ans remain hungry, unsafe,
unemployed, and hopeless,
and that remains the great-
est verdict on this admin-
istration,” Comrade Jamilu
stressed.

Miyetti Allah rejects ethnic profiling, pledges support for anti-banditry efforts

Collins Nnabuife | Abuja

THE Miyetti Allah Cattle
Breeders Association of Ni-
geria (MACBAN) has rejected
the profiling of Fulani com-
munities in connection with
banditry and other violent
crimes, insisting that criminal
elements do not represent
the millions of law-abiding
pastoralists across the coun-
try.

In a statement in Abuja, the
national president of MAC-

BAN, Baba Othman Ngelz-
arma, said the association re-
viewed a recent report by the
United States Commission
on International Religious
Freedom and welcomed its
distinction between peaceful
Fulani citizens and criminal
groups responsible for vio-
lence in parts of Nigeria.
Ngelzarma said MACBAN
remains committed to peace,
security and national unity,
stressing that the association
strongly condemns terror-

ism, banditry, kidnappings
and targeted killings regard-
less of the ethnicity or reli-
gion of those involved.

He described attacks on
places of worship, including
churches and mosques, as
unacceptable and contrary to
both religious teachings and
Nigeria s constitution. Crim-
inality has no religion and it
has no ethnicity, he stated.

The association president
also distanced the group
from bandit groups and mil-

itant cells operating across
the country, noting that pas-
toralist communities have
themselves suffered from
cattle rustling, kidnappings
and retaliatory attacks.
According to Ngelzarma,
MACBAN will continue to
cooperate  with  security
agencies by strengthening
intelligence-sharing mecha-
nisms through its state and
zonal structures to help iden-
tify and expose criminal ele-
ments hiding in forests and

border communities.

He said the association
would neither shield nor tol-
erate individuals involved in
violent criminal activities.

On insecurity, he cautioned
against what it described as
sweeping ethnic profiling and
collective stigmatisation of
Fulani herders, warning that
such actions could deepen
divisions and undermine ef-
forts to combat insecurity.

The association leader ar-
gued that blaming an entire

ethnic group for the actions
of a criminal minority could
alienate innocent citizens and
weaken community-based
security cooperation, partic-
ularly as political activities
ahead of the 2027 general
elections gather momentum.

While opposing the prolifer-
ation of unregulated vigilante
groups, he urged authorities
to ensure the prosecution of
all perpetrators of violence,
irrespective of whether they
are herders or farmers.
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WHO wamms tobacco industry is targeting children
through flavours, social media

By Sade Oguntola

HE World Health

Organisation has

warned that to-

bacco and nico-

tine companies
are increasingly targeting
children and adolescents
through flavoured products,
attractive packaging and
digital marketing strate-
gies designed to encourage
early addiction.

The warning was issued
ahead of World No To-
bacco Day 2026, as the
global health agency called
for stronger measures to
counter what it described
as the industry’s efforts to
make nicotine use appear
appealing and socially ac-

ceptable among young peo-
ple.

Under this year’s theme:
“Unmasking the Appeal -
Countering Nicotine and To-
bacco Addiction” the WHO
Regional Office for the East-
ern Mediterranean, called
for urgent action to curb the
growing use of tobacco and
nicotine products among
youths.

According to the global
body, tobacco and nicotine
products are increasingly
being engineered to appeal
to younger users, normalise
nicotine consumption and
conceal the harmful effects
associated with addiction.

The WHO Regional Direc-
tor for the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, Dr Hanan Balkhy,

Yo

said flavours, branding and
online promotions were
being deliberately used to
mask the harmful effects of
tobacco and nicotine prod-
ucts.

“This is not accidental. It
is the result of deliberate
strategies — flavours that
mask harshness, packag-
ing that attracts and digital
marketing that normalises
use,” Balkhy said.

She noted that weak regu-
lation, gaps in enforcement
and continued industry
interference had enabled
these practices to persist,
contributing to a growing
public health challenge
across the region.

According to WHO esti-
mates, about 5.5 million
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children aged 13 to 15 years
in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean Region are already
using tobacco products,
making the region one of
the most affected globally
in terms of youth tobacco
consumption.

Balkhy expressed con-
cern over the increasing
exposure of young people
to nicotine products at an
age when their bodies and
brains are still developing.

“As a paediatrician and a
mother, | find this deeply
concerning. These prod-
ucts are designed to create
addiction early, targeting
young people at a stage of
life when their bodies and
brains are still developing,”
she said.
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From left, Group Director, Odu’a Investment Company Limited, Otunba Lai Oriowo; Managing Director, Glanvills Enthoven, Dr. Supo-
Falana; Group Chairman, Odu’a Investment Company Limited, Otunba Bimbo Ashiru; Group Managing Director, Odu’a Investment Com-
pany Limited, Mr. Abdulrahman Yinusa and Group Independent Director, Odu’a Investment Company Limited, Mrs. Foluso Olaniyan, at
the official commissioning of Glanvills House at Fadeyi, Lagos, on Friday. Photo: Sylvester Okoruwa.

Cleric, Nigerian children want FG to end attacks on
schools, kidnapping of students

-Seek review of consent policy for Caesarean deliveries

Clement Idoko | Abuja

A cleric and Nigerian children
have called on the Federal
Government to strengthen
security around schools and
ensure the safe return of ab-
ducted students and teach-
ers in Oyo and Borno states,
describing the incidents as a
direct attack on the future of
young people.

They also advocated a re-
view of policies requiring a
husband’s consent before
a woman can undergo a
life-saving Caesarean section.

The calls were made on
Sunday during the 2026 Chil-

dren’s Day celebration orga-
nised by the Children Church,
Tent Makers Pastoral Minis-
tries (TMPM) of the Moun-
tain of Fire and Miracles Min-
istries (MFM) in Abuja.

The children, who made
presentations during the
event, expressed concern
over growing insecurity in
schools, particularly the re-
cent abduction of students
and teachers in Oyo and
Borno states.

They described attacks on
educational institutions as
attacks on the future of the
nation.

They urged the Federal

Government and security
agencies to provide adequate
protection for schools and
ensure the immediate rescue
of all abducted students and
teachers.

Speaking at the event, the
MFM, Zonal Pastor, Tent
Makers Pastoral Ministries
(TMPM), Nyanya Zonal Head-
quarters, Pastor Terence
Abraham, said children re-
quire a safe and conducive
environment to learn and
develop into responsible
leaders.

Pastor Abraham also lent
his voice to calls for increased
public enlightenment on

Caesarean section (C-sec-
tion), stressing that religious
and cultural misconceptions
should not endanger the
lives of women.

He argued that undergoing
a Caesarean operation is not
a sin and cited biblical refer-
ences to support the position
that medical procedures are
acceptable and sometimes
necessary to save lives.

The cleric further urged
lawmakers and relevant au-
thorities to review existing
consent requirements that
may delay emergency med-
ical interventions for preg-
nant women.

The  organisation re-
ported that adolescents
are increasingly adopting

newer nicotine products,
particularly e-cigarettes.
On average, young people
are nine times more likely
to use e-cigarettes than
adults, while usage rates
among adolescent boys
have reached as high as 30
percent in some countries
within the region.

WHO also stated the
growing role of digital plat-
forms in promoting tobacco
and nicotine products. In
several countries, more
than half of young peo-
ple reported exposure to
tobacco advertising and
promotional content, with
some surveys showing ex-

posure rates of between 80
and 90 percent.

The agency declared that
social media platforms
have become a major
channel for marketing nic-
otine products, allowing
promotional content to
spread rapidly and making
enforcement of regula-
tions more difficult.

WHO said significant gaps
remain in the implemen-
tation and enforcement of
existing tobacco-control
policies, allowing harmful
industry practices to con-
tinue. It cautioned that de-
cades of progress in reduc-
ing tobacco use could be
undermined without stron-
ger and more consistent
action.

Sanwo-Olu expresses
solidarity with Oyo over
Kkidnapped schoolchildren

Tunbosun Ogundare | Lagos

LAGOS State governor, Mr
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, has
expressed strong solidarity
with Oyo State over school
children and teachers re-
cently abducted by gunmen
in the Orire local govern-
ment area, praying for their
safe rescue. He assured that
the Federal Government
and all security agencies are
deploying every available
resource to secure their
freedom.

The governor, who also
expressed deep grief over
the killing of two teachers in
the incident, stated that the
government cannot, in good
conscience, celebrate this
year’s Children’s Day without
addressing the urgent need
to “bring the captives home”
safely, and without further
harm.

Governor Sanwo-Olu raised
these concerns at the week-
end during the annual Chil-
dren’s Day Parade at the Po-
lice College in lkeja.

Speaking through the Sec-
retary to the State Govern-
ment (SSG), Mrs Abimbola
Salu-Hundeyin,  Sanwo-Olu
noted that this year’s celebra-
tion arrived at a difficult hour.

He recalled that gunmen
invaded three schools in the
Ogbomoso axis earlier this
montbh, killing two teachers—
including one in captivity—
and leaving schools in neigh-
bouring communities quiet

While assuring the public
that President Bola Tinubu

has already ordered security
forces to rescue the remain-
ing captives, the Governor
expressed optimism that the
country’s security challenges
will soon be over.

Reflecting on the theme of
this year’s celebration, “Listen
to the Future, Stand Up for
Children’s Rights,” Sanwo-Olu
warned against treating the
words as a mere slogan.

He noted that attacks on
schools serve as a stark re-
minder that society is failing
in its fundamental promise
to protect the younger gen-
eration.

Demanding an immediate
end to mass school abduc-
tions in Nigeria, the Governor
insisted that Ogbomoso must
not join the tragic list of past
incidents like Chibok, Kagara,
Kankara we have learned to
forget.

He called for the immedi-
ate implementation of a fully
funded, coordinated, and en-
forced national school safety
framework to ensure that ev-
ery child returns home safely.

Concluding with an emo-
tional message to Nigerian
children, the Governor urged
them to remain focused on
their education and reject
fear.

Sanwo-Olu, however, com-
mended that state ministry of
Basic and Secondary Educa-
tion as well as various agen-
cies and departments for
their commitment towards
provision of quality and quan-
titative education to every
child in the state.

Makinde’s successor must sustain Oyo’s development gains, says information commissioner

By Busola Oworu

THE Oyo State Commissioner
for Information, Prince Dotun
Oyelade, has said the choice
of Governor Seyi Makinde’s
successor will be critical to
preserving the developmen-
tal achievements recorded
under the current administra-
tion, warning that the state
cannot afford a reversal of the
progress made since 2019.

Oyelade made the remarks
in a statement titled, “Seyi
Makinde and Posterity: Who
Succeeds Him,” in which he
argued that the debate over
who takes over from the gov-
ernor in 2027 has become
one of the most important
political issues in the state.

According to the commis-
sioner, Governor Makinde’s
successor must be capable
of sustaining ongoing re-

forms and development pro-
grammes across critical sec-
tors of the state economy.

The commissioner, who
described himself as a vet-
eran journalist and political
administrator with nearly five
decades of experience, said
he had served under three
administrations in Oyo State
and spent a total of 16 years
in government.

He recalled serving as Pri-

vate Secretary to former gov-
ernor Lam Adesina between
1999 and 2003 and later as
Special Adviser on Public
Communication to former
Governor Adebayo Alao-
Akala between 2007 and
2011.

Oyelade, however, argued
that Makinde entered office
with a distinct advantage,
having developed a detailed
governance blueprint before

winning the 2019 governor-
ship election.

The commissioner also
referenced Makinde’s public
declaration of assets shortly
after his election victory in
2019.

“In April 2019, shortly af-
ter he won the election, he
shocked the nation by pub-
licly declaring personal assets
in excess of N49 billion,” Oye-
lade stated.

He added that public assets
declaration by elected gov-
ernors was rare in Nigeria,
recalling that former Lagos
State governor, Lateef Ja-
kande, publicly declared his
assets upon assuming office
in 1979.

He also argued that divi-
sions within the opposition
has strengthened public con-
fidence in the ruling Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP).
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NDLEA uncovers illicit drug consignments in water purifier

machines from Europe

-Intercepts military-grade ammunition in Kaduna, arrests couple for drug trafficking

Sunday Ejike | Abuja

E National Drug

Law  Enforcement

Agency (NDLEA) has

uncovered consign-

ments of high po-

tency illicit drugs concealed

in water purifier machines

shipped to Lagos from Neth-
erlands.

The illicit drug consign-
ments, mainly ketamine,
weighing three kilogrammes
and 199 grammes of MDMA
(Ecstasy) pills which were
carefully hidden in the ma-
chines, were discovered and
seized at a courier company
in Lagos, on May 26.

In Kaduna, NDLEA operat-
ives arrested a couple, Musa

- 3

and Mercy (surname with-
held), along with another sus-
pect, Salomi (surname with-
held) following the seizure of
100 jumbo bags of skunk with
a gross weight of 1,246 kilo-
grammes from their home at
Gonin Gora area of Kaduna,
on May 24.

In another interdiction op-
eration in the state, NDLEA
officers on patrol along Abu-
ja-Kaduna highway by Jere,
same day, intercepted a
30-year-old suspect, Sunusi
(surname withheld), with 380
military-grade ammunition,
RLA 7.62mm, going to Katsina
State.

A statement by the Director,
Media and Advocacy of the
NDLEA, Mr Femi Babafemi,

on Sunday, said the suspect
and the exhibit have been
handed over to the appropri-
ate security agency for fur-
ther action.

He said NDLEA operatives in
Niger State, acting on credible
intelligence, raided a ware-
house at Gidan Kukah, Bosso
LGA, where 457 kilogrammes
of skunk were recovered on
May 27, and a suspect arres-
ted at his Gbeganu, Minna
residence in connection with
the seizure.

In Enugu State, operatives
on patrol along Onitsha/
Enugu expressway on May
28, intercepted a Taraba
State-bound commercial
vehicle.

A search of the bus led to

the recovery of 22,000 pills
of tramadol, 100 ampoules
of pentazocine and 200
grammes of bromazepam,
while a suspect, James (sur-
name withheld), was arres-
ted.

With the same zeal, the
statement said commands
and formations of the
agency across the country
continued their War Against
Drug Abuse (WADA) sensit-
isation activities in schools,
worship  centres,  work
places and communities
among others in the past
week.

While commending the
officers, men and women
of Kaduna, Niger, and Enugu
commands, as well as those

of DOGI for the arrests and
seizures, the Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer of the
NDLEA, Brigadier-General
Mohamed Marwa (retd) ap-
preciated their drug supply

reduction efforts balanced
with  WADA sensitisation
activities while he charged
them and their compatriots
across the country not to rest
on their laurels.

Troops foil kidnap plot in Kogi,
Kill terrorist, recover arms

Yekini Jimoh | Lokoja

TROOPS of the 12 Brigade
of the Nigerian Army have
foiled a planned kidnapping
operation in Lokoja Local
Government Area of Kogi
State, killing one suspec-
ted terrorist and recovering
weapons during a tactical
ambush.

The operation, carried out
on Saturday, followed cred-
ible intelligence reports indic-
ating that a group of terrorists
was preparing to launch kid-
napping attacks in Jakura Il
community and environs.

The acting Assistant Dir-
ector of Army Public Rela-
tions, Lieutenant Hassan
Abdullahi, in a statement on
Sunday, revealed that troops
swiftly deployed to a sus-
pected crossing point along
the Old Obajana Tajimi road,
laid an ambush to intercept
the criminals.

The troops reportedly
came into contact with the
terrorists and engaged them
in a fierce gun battle, dur-
ing which one terrorist was
killed, while others escaped
with gunshot wounds.

Following the operation,
soldiers conducted a search
of the area and recovered an
AK-47 rifle, five magazines,

70 rounds of 7.62mm spe-
cial ammunition, a bando-
lier, and mobile phones.

Lieutenant Abdullahi
noted that the recovered
items further confirmed the
involvement of the criminal
group in kidnapping activit-
ies within the area.

He stated that the oper-
ation reflects the determ-
ination of troops of the 12
Brigade to sustain offensive
actions against terrorists
and other criminal elements
threatening the safety of
residents.

The army spokesman ad-
ded that further operations
are ongoing to apprehend
the fleeing suspects.

Commending the troops
for their vigilance and pro-
fessionalism, the Com-
mander of the 12 Brigade,
Brigadier General Kasim
Umar Sidi, reaffirmed the
Army’s commitment to
maintaining pressure on
criminal elements across
the state.

He also urged mem-
bers of the public to con-
tinue supporting security
agencies with timely and
credible information to
enhance efforts aimed
at safeguarding lives and
property.

IGP warns against indiscriminate recording of police personnel

Jacob Segun Olatunji | Abuja

THE Inspector-General of Po-
lice (IGP), Tunji Disu, has cau-
tioned against indiscriminate
recording and circulation of
police-related video content,
especially the filming of per-
sonnel on duty for content
creation purposes.

Disu stated this during
an interactive session with
members of the Crime Cor-
respondents Association of
Nigeria (CCAN), in Abuja,
which was attended by the
Force Management Team.

He expressed dismay over
the misuse of police-related

content, saying that such
practices could undermine
officers’ morale, distort pub-
lic perception, and negatively
affect ongoing security opera-
tions across the country.

The IGP also raised con-
cerns over the circulation
of old or misleading videos
falsely presented as recent
incidents, warning that such
content fuels misinformation,
public panic and unnecessary
tension within communities.

Disu said: “Members of the
public should not distract po-
lice attention with all these
video clips, as we are trying
our best to address the genu-

ine ones. What is happening
now is that people are com-
ing up with old video clips
that had happened very long
time ago, this is not accept-
able”

The IGP, who reaffirmed
the police’s commitment to
accountability, transparency,
professionalism and respect
for human rights, stressed
the need to balance public
scruting  with  operational
realities and the welfare of
officers working in high-risk
environments.

He said police personnel
continue to make significant
sacrifices in the discharge of

on duty for content creation

their constitutional duties
and deserve public under-
standing and support.

“Therefore, recordings
and public engagements in-
volving police officers must
be done responsibly and
should not be used to har-
ass officers or undermine
operational effectiveness,”
the IGP said.

He cautioned against the
growing trend of indiscrim-
inate recording of officers
during routine and sensitive
operations, noting that such
behaviour could further af-
fect morale amid rising secur-
ity challenges nationwide.

According to him, “police
officers operate under ex-
tremely challenging condi-
tions, often risking their lives
to protect citizens and main-
tain public safety. It is im-
portant that public conduct
and media coverage do not
discourage officers who are
committed to doing the right
thing.”

Speaking earlier, the chair-
man of CCAN, Mr Festus
Fifen, reaffirmed the com-
mitment of correspondents
to responsible journalism and
national security support.

He said: “We are no longer
just reporting violence; we

are part of a system working
towards building a safer soci-
ety, we are all citizens of this
country and we don’t have
other country than Nigeria.”

Fifen called for improved
collaboration between the
police and the media, par-
ticularly in ensuring timely
access to credible informa-
tion during security incidents
to curb misinformation and
speculation.

He assured the police
leadership  that corres-
pondents remain commit-
ted partners in promoting
peace, security and national
development.
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Plateau govt spent over N4bn on humanitarian

assist

Isaac Shobayo Jos

THE governor of Plateau
State, Caleb Mutfwang, has
disclosed that his adminis-
tration spent more than N4
billion on humanitarian assis-
tance to vulnerable residents
across the state between Jan-
uary and December last year.

He said the funds were
used to settle medical bills,
school fees and provide vari-
ous forms of support to Pla-
teau citizens in need.

“From January to the mid-
dle of December last year, we
spent over N4 billion assist-

From left, Vice Chancellor, Ekiti State University, Ado-Ekiti, Prof Jose

ing Plateau people; people
I never knew and people |
may never get to know, but
as long as they are Plateau
people, it touches my heart,”
he said.

The governor disclosed this
while speaking at his third an-
niversary thanksgiving service
at the Headquarters Church of
Christ in Nations, COCIN, Jos,
Plateau State on Sunday.

He mentioned that some
of the achievements to in-
clude the installation of solar-
powered street lights, provi-
sion of water projects and
improvements in healthcare

delivery.

On the security challenges
in the state, the governor de-
scribed the situation as com-
plex but expressed optimism
that ongoing efforts by secu-
rity agencies were producing
positive results.

He commended President
Bola Tinubu for providing
clearer direction to security
agencies in tackling threats
to national security.

“The body language of the
Commander-in-Chief is be-
coming clearer by the day.
Security personnel now un-
derstand that enemies of the

im

ance in 2025 —Mutfwang

state who threatens the sov-
ereignty of the country must
be confronted,” he said.

He also decried what he
described as a culture of divi-
sion and hostility among citi-
zens, warning that develop-
ment could only thrive where
people support rather than
undermine one another.

“There is a spirit on the
Plateau that if | don’t destroy
my brother, | cannot move
forward. It is happening in
politics, in the civil service, in
the church and everywhere.
By the grace of God, we will
overcome it,” he said.

ph Ayodele; Ekiti State Governor, Mr Biodun Oyebaniji; First Lady of the Fed-
eral Republic of Nigeria, Senator Oluremi Tinubu; with Ekiti State First Lady, Dr Olayemi Oyebaniji; during the commissioning of the state-of-the-art
ICT Experience Centre at EKSU Campus, Ado-EKiti...on Saturday.

Tinubu administration driving historic
education reforms —EKSU chancellor

‘Yomi Ayeleso | Ado-Ekiti

THE Chancellor of the Ekiti
State University (EKSU), Ado-
Ekiti, TunjiOlowolafe, has
said that the administration
of President Bola Tinubu is
implementing one of the
most ambitious and far-
reaching education reform
programmes in Nigeria’s his-
tory, aimed at expanding ac-
cess to quality education and
equipping young Nigerians
with skills for the future.
Olowolafe stated this on
Saturday during the inaugu-
ration of a state-of-the-art
Information and Commu-
nication Technology (ICT)
Centre at EKSU by Nigeria’s
First Lady, Senator OluremiTi-
nubu, as part of her one-day
working visit to Ekiti State.

2026 Hajj: NAHCON chairman commends national media team

Saliu Gbadamosi | Makkah

THE chairman/CEO, Na-
tional Hajj Commission of
Nigeria (NAHCON), Ambas-
sador Ismail Abba Yusuf, on
Sunday commended mem-
bers of the national media
team to the 2026 Hajj for
the quality of their report-
age so far.

The ICT facility was deliv-
ered through a partnership
involving the Renewed Hope
Initiative, Tertiary Education
Trust Fund (TETFund) and
the Ekiti State government
to strengthen digital learning
and innovation in the univer-
sity.

The EKSU chancellor de-
scribed the project as a
landmark investment in the
future of students and a tes-
tament to the federal govern-
ment’s commitment to edu-
cational development and
technological advancement.

According to him, the cen-
tre would provide students
with the competitive edge
and practical digital skills re-
quired to succeed in an in-
creasingly technology-driven
global economy.

The NAHCON boss gave
the commendation dur-
ing a brief meeting he held
with members of the team
at the Ummullood office of
the commission in Makkah,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
adding that members de-
ployed professionalism in
their reportage.

Yusuf said the commis-

“We are here to open a
door to digital literacy, digital
fluency and the kind of prac-
tical, future-ready education
that our students need to
compete and lead, not just
in Nigeria, but across the
world,”Olowolafe said.

He noted that it was both
historic and heartwarming
that EKSU’s long-standing
aspiration of having a world-
class ICT facility was being
realised under the leadership
of President Tinubu through
the intervention of the First
Lady and the Renewed Hope
Initiative.

He said the achievements
recorded by the Tinubu
administration in less than
three years had been trans-
formational, particularly in
the education sector, cit-

sion was very happy with
members’ professional-
ism despite the stress they
passed through during the
pilgrimage at the Masha’ir
(holy sites of Mina, Arafat
and Muzdalifah).

He said the meeting was
being held with the team
with a view to appreciat-
ing them personally for a

ing the allocation of N3.52
trillion to education in the
2025 federal budget as evi-
dence of the government’s
determination to reposition
the sector.

Olowolafe also highlighted
the impact of the Nigerian
Education Loan Fund (NEL-
FUND), describing it as a bold
intervention designed to re-
move financial barriers pre-
venting many talented Nige-
rians from accessing higher
education.

Earlier, while inaugurat-
ing the ICT Centre, Senator
OluremiTinubu described
technology as a critical driver
of national development and
stressed the need to prepare
Nigerian youths to compete
effectively in the global digi-
tal economy.

job well done rather than
writing a letter of appre-
ciation, adding that he was
impressed with the quality
of reports churned out by
members.

“Thank you for the work
you have done so far. | want
to commend your experi-
ence, your professional-
ism in the face of extreme

I'm govemor to all, beyond
boundaries of religion,
tradition —Soludo

Cajetan Mmuta| Awka

ANAMBRA State governor,
Professor Charles Soludo, has
reaffirmed his administration’s
commitment to inclusive gover-
nance, declaring that he serves
as a governor for all regardless
of their religious or traditional
affiliations across the state.

Soludo made the declara-
tion while addressing the An-
glican Diocesan Synod held on
Sunday in Ezira, Orumba South
Local Government Area.

While expressing gratitude
to the congregation and citi-
zenry for their support during
the last gubernatorial election,
the governor emphasized that
his mandate transcends sec-
tarian boundaries.

“I am the governor of all
denominations, Christians,
Moslems, and traditionalists,”
Soludo stated. “Everyone has
the freedom of worship in
Anambra. We are all one, and
we must celebrate our com-
mon humanity.”

Reflecting on the current
state of the world, he warned
against divisions, noting that
humanity is currently under
significant threat.

He urged citizens to prioritise

their shared human identity, ex-
pressing concern over the grow-
ing fragmentation he observed
even within Christendom.

The governor articulated a
clear vision for his administra-
tion’s recruitment policy, as-
serting that competence is the
sole criterion for public service
appointments.

“For me, it is about the value
proposition you bring to the
table. Most of the people |
have appointed are chosen
because they can get the job
done,” he said.

He further called for patience
from the people of Anambra as
his administration continues to
work toward delivering its de-
velopmental agenda.

Soludo also commended
the church for a new nursing
school in Isulo. He framed such
efforts as vital contributions to
the state’s progress.

“We are building our own
institutions, but | encourage
you to invest more in educa-
tion and health. It can never be
enough,’he remarked, urging
religious leaders to be mindful
of the economic realities of their
parishioners, and align develop-
ment projects with the “paying
capacity” of the people.

Lamido urges northermn
leaders to tackle root
causes of insecurity

Kola Oyelere | Kano

FORMER governor of Jigawa
State, SuleLamido, has called
on leaders and communi-
ties across northern Nigeria
to confront the underlying
causes of insecurity ravaging
the region.

He argued that military op-
erations alone would not be
sufficient to end the security
crisis without addressing the
deeper social, moral and eco-
nomic factors fueling criminal
activities.

Lamido made the call dur-
ing an interview with Premier
Radio in Kano, where he ex-
pressed concern over the
growing incidents of bandit-
ry, insurgency and violent at-
tacks affecting several states
in the North.

According to him, many of
those involved in banditry
and insurgency are products
of communities within north-
ern Nigeria, stressing that so-
ciety must accept collective
responsibility for finding last-

stress. We know that we do
not have the resources to
compensate you enough.
Otherwise, we know the
kind of job you do.

“We know the hazards
involved. We know how
far you have to trek some-
times. We are very happy
with the level of profession-
alism and the patience that

ing solutions to the problem.

“Where are Boko Ha-
ram members and bandits
coming from? They are our
children from the North,
Lamido said, urging resi-
dents and leaders to reflect
on the conditions that have
contributed to the rise of in-
security.

The former governor main-
tained that tackling poverty,
unemployment, poor educa-
tion and the erosion of soci-
etal values would be critical
to ending the cycle of vio-
lence in the region.

He called on traditional rul-
ers, religious leaders, political
officeholders and commu-
nity groups to work together
in addressing the root causes
of insecurity and promoting
peace and stability.

Lamido’s remarks come
amid renewed concerns over
attacks by bandits and insur-
gents in parts of northern Ni-
geria, with security agencies
continuing efforts to curb the
violence

you displayed,” he said.
Speaking in the same
vein, the Commissioner
for Personnel, Research,
Information and Library
Services, Professor Abuba-
karYagawwal, also com-
mended members of the
media team for the posi-
tive reports about the
2026 Hajj.
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Tinubu’s trillion-naira projects in the North will guarantee 2027 victory’

Kola Oyelere Kano

chieftain of the
All  Progressives
Congress  (APC)
in Kano State, Dr.
Musa lliyasuK-
wankwaso, has expressed

confidence that President
Bola Tinubu will secure a
landslide victory in north-
ern Nigeria during the 2027
presidential election, cit-
ing what he described as
massive development pro-
jects worth trillions of naira

INC reaffirms commitment
to cultural preservation,
strategic engagement

THE ljaw National Congress,
United States chapter, has
reaffirmed its commitment

to unity, cultural preser-
vation, leadership and
strategic global engage-

ment among ljaw sons and
daughters in the diaspora.

This is as the chairman
Board of Trustees, Alabo
Samuel Diminas, advocated
strict adherence to the INC
constitution and bylaws

This formed part of the
resolutions at the historic
inaugural joint meeting in
Houston.

The event also witnessed
the presentation of the con-
stitution and bylaws to the
Board of Trustees of the so-
cio-cultural group.

The chairman of INC USA,
Bishop (Dr.) AyibakuroSuob-
ite, in his address described
the occasion as a defin-
ing moment in the history
of the ljaw people in the
United States of America.

He noted that the estab-
lishment of INC USA goes
beyond organisational
structure and represents a
strategic platform for ad-
vancing the interests, wel-
fare, cultural identity, and
global visibility of the ljaw
people.

He added that INC is es-
tablished to set agenda for
the socio-economic growth
of the ljaw as well as wel-
fare of its members at home
and in the diaspora.

“The ljaw nation plays
pivotal role in the so-
cio-economic growth of
the country, especially the

discovery of oil in commer-
cial quantity in the ancient
community of Oloibiri in
the then Rivers State, now
Bayelsa State.

While highlighting key
strategic priorities of the
newly established chapter,
Suobite said they include
establishment of a func-

tional INC USA National
Secretariat in  Houston,
Texas, Institutionalisation

and expansion of the an-
nual ljawDay celebration in
Houston and early prepar-
ations toward hosting the
2027 INC Global Conven-
tion in Houston.

Particular recognition was
given to the City of Houston
for its historic proclamation
recognsing July 5 asljaw Day
in Houston, Texas, a mile-
stone considered symbolic
of the growing contribu-
tions and recognition of the
liaw people in the diaspora.

Suobite also called for
unity among all ljaw sons
and daughters in the United
States, stressing that the
future success of INC USA
depends on collective pur-
pose, integrity, and vision-
ary leadership.

In his address, the Cchair-
man, Board of Trustees,
Alabo Samuel Diminas, de-
scribed his appointment as
a call to service.

He promised to bring to
leverage his wealth of ex-
perience in further reposi-
tioning the INC by making
it the leading socio-cultural
group both at home and in
the diaspora.

National headquarters clinches
$2000 grand prize at CCC
juvenile bible quiz

Subair Mohammed

Contestants from the Celes-
tial Church of Christ (CCC)
National Headquarters Par-
ish, Makoko, Lagos, have
emerged winners of the an-
nual Revd SBJ Oshoffa Inter-
national Juvenile bible quiz
competition.

The competition, organ-
ised by True Word in Sea-
son, the evangelical arm
of the Greater Tomorrow
Group of the CCC, was held
on Saturday at the church’s
National Headquarters in
Makoko, Lagos.

The event attracted par-
ticipants from 50 parishes
across South-West states
and the Republic of Benin.

At the end of the contest,
contestants from the Na-

tional Headquarters Parish
emerged overall winners,
clinching the grand prize of
$2,000.

Representatives of Imole
Ayo Parish 1, Ibadan, fin-
ished second, while con-
testants from Itedo Alafia
Parish came third and the
Mother Parish, Wire Road,
Benin, emerged fourth po-
sition.

Speaking at the event, the
convener of True Word in
Season, Brother Ademol-
aBolaji, said the competi-
tion was designed to pre-
serve the liturgy, legacy and
vision of the founder of the
church, Rev. SBJ Oshoffa,
while deepening young
members’ understanding of
the doctrines and values of
the church.

executed across the region.

“President Tinubu should
sleep with his two eyes
closed because his reelec-
tion bid is already a done
deal and the North and
Kano in particular will give
him massive votes that will
speedily secure his victory

come 2027, Kwankwaso
stated.
Kwankwaso made the

assertion in a statement is-
sued to journalists in Kano,
highlighting several ongoing
infrastructure, transporta-
tion, agricultural, ecological,
and healthcare projects un-
dertaken by the Tinubu ad-
ministration.

ABOLADE

I, formerly Abolade Mutiat

Okuneye now ABOLADE
MUTIAT SOYINKA. Al
former documents remain

valid. Concerned authorities
and general public take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: I hereby]|

declare that my correct name is
Salami Damilare Mac and not Salami
Damilare Usman as  mistakenly|
stated in my international passport.
Henceforth, I want to be known as
SALAMI DAMILARE MAC. All former,
documents remain valid. General public
take note.

BANKOLE

I, formerly Miss Bankole
Yemisi now MRS. BILEWU
YEMISI. All former
documents remain valid.
General public take note.

TEBI

I formerly Miss Tebi Sofiat Titilayo
now MRS ADENUBI SOFIAT
TITILAYO. All former documents
remain valid. Concerned
authorities, banks and general
public take note.

OLAYIWOLA

L formerly Olayiwola|
Funmilayo = Deborah  now
OBIYOMI FUNMILAYO
DEBORAH. All former
documents  remain  valid.

General public take note.

OGUNSANMI

I, formerly Miss Ogunsanmi
Jolaade Janet now MRS.
OSONUBI JOLAADE JANET.
All former documents remain
valid. General public take note.

YOUNG-UTUGBU

CORRECTION OF NAME: I hereby
declare that my correct name is Young-
Utugbu Othuke Isaac and not Young|
Othuke Isaac as mistakenly written

in my documents. Henceforth, I want
to be known as YOUNG-UTUGBU

OTHUKE ISAAC. All  former|

documents remain valid. General public
take note.

ANYAOKEI

I formerly  Miss
Blessing Ahuioza now MRS JIDE-
ALALADE BLESSING IFEOMA.
All former documents

Anyaokei

remain

valid. General public take note.

been abortive.

purposes.

LOSS OF INTERNATIONAL PASSPORT

This is to inform the general public that the International
Passport No: A09488196 belonging to Odewole Michael
Ifeoluwa got lost on 10th October, 2019.

All efforts to trace the international passport have
This publication is for information and record

Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS), concerned
authorities and general public take note.

According to him, key
projects include the Kano
Kongolom Road, a 132-kilo-
metre  highway project
valued at N334 billion and
designed to improve con-
nectivity between Kano,
Jigawa, and Katsina states.

He also cited the ongoing
reconstruction of the Abuja-
Kaduna-Kano Expressway,
which is being built using
continuous reinforced con-
crete pavement technology
and incorporates enhanced
security features.

Kwankwaso further
praised the SokotoBadagry
Superhighway project, a
proposed 1,068-kilometre

OLUWASOOTO
CORRECTION OF NAME: My
correct name is Oluwasooto Samson
Oluwatimileyin, but my name
was wrongly stated in my BVN as
Oluwatimileyin Oluwasooto. Henceforth,
my name is OLUWASOOTO SAMSON
OLUWATIMILEYIN. All former|

documents remain valid. General public
take note.

AYEDUN
I formerly Ayedun Oduola

now AIYEDUN
STEPHEN. All
documents

Stephen

ODUOLA
former remain
valid. General public take note.
OLUBAMIJI
I, formerly Olubamiji Victoria
Oluwatoyosi AJIBOYE
VICTORIA OLUWATOYOSI. All

former documents remain valid.

now

General public take note.

OLAPADE
I formerly Olapade Tolani
Tope now OLAPADE TOLANI
OLAOLUWA. All
documents

former

remain  valid.

General public take note.

ADELOPO
ADDITION OF NAME: I,

formerly Adelopo Abdulazeez
now ADELOPO ABDULAZEEZ|
ORIYOMLI. All former documents
remain valid. General public take
note.

KOLADE
I formerly Kolade Davina
Timilehin Joan now MICAH
DAVINA TIMILEHIN JOAN.
All former documents remain
valid. Concerned authorities

and general public take note.
ODEWOLE

CORRECTION OF NAME ON
INTERNATIONAL PASSPORT: My
correct name is Odewole Michael Ifeoluwa
and not Odewole Michael Ajibola Alabi as
wrongly stated in my international passport.
Hencet{)rth, 1 wish to be known and addressed!

as ODEWOLE MICHAEL IFEOLUWA. All
former documents remain valid. Nigeria
Immigration Service and general public take;
note.

7 (O) N

I, formerly Moses Joshua Kura
now MUSA JOSHUA SUNDAY.
My correct of birth is 18th March,
1990 and not 1st August, 1990. All
former documents remain valid.
General public take note.

six-lane economic corridor
with an integrated rail line.

He said the project would
significantly improve eco-
nomic integration and
transportation links across
the country, particularly
benefiting the northern re-
gion.

The APC stalwart also
highlighted the Kano East-
ern Bypass, a 37.8-kilo-
metre dual carriageway
with multiple bridges aimed
at diverting heavy industrial
traffic away from Kano met-
ropolis, noting that the pro-
ject is nearing completion.

On rail transportation,
he described the Kano

AMUPITAN

I formerly Amupitan
Modupeola ~ Grace  now
OJARERI MODUPE GRACE.
All former documents remain

valid. General public take note.

BAKARE

CORRECTION OF NAME:
I, formerly Bakare Kehinde
Ganiu now BARKRE
GANIYU. Al
documents remain

valid. General Eublic take note.

I, formerly Miss Olayemi
Tiwalola Iyanuoluwa
now MRS. MABADEJE
TIWALOLA IYANUOLUWA.
All former documents remain

valid. General public take note.

TAIWO

I, formerly Taiwo Waliu Alade now
TAIWO WALIYU ALADE. My
correct date of birth is 20th March,
2002 and not 20th October, 1999.
All former documents remain
valid. General public take note.

YEKEEN

CORRECTION OF NAME: I,
formerly Yekeen Sakiratu now
ABDULYAKEEN SAKIRATU.
All former documents remain

KEHINDE
former

valid. General public take note.

KOLADE
I formerly Kolade Derick|
Temiloluwa Micah now MICAH

DERICK TEMILOLUWA
JOSHUA. All former documents
remain valid. Concerned|

authorities, banks and general
public take note.

ODEWOLE

DECLARATION OF
1, ODEWOLE
IFEOLUWA was born on the
12th day of December, 2003 at|
Ejemu’s Compound, Ikoyi, Isokan

AGE:
MICHAEL

Local Government, Osun State.
Concerned authorities and general
ublic take note.

I, formerly Aremu Odunola
now ONIMISI ODUNOLA

TREASURE. All formerql
documents  remain  valid.

Concerned
genera i

I formerly Miss Kayode Taiwo
Damilola now MRS AJIBOLA
TAIWO DAMILOLA. Al
former documents remain
valid. Concerned authorities

and ieneral Eublic take note.

CONFIRMATION OF NAME AND
CORRECTION OF DATE OF BIRTH: I,
Ismail Idris Ayinde am the same person as
Tunde Sodiq Wahis. Henceforth, I wish to
be known and addressed as ISMAIL IDRIS
AYINDE. My correct date of birth is 29th
January, 1994 and not 4th May, 1992. All
former documents remain valid. General
public take note.

Maradi Rail Line as a flag-
ship project that will ease
the movement of goods
and strengthen trade links
between Nigeria and the
Republic of Niger.

The 284-kilometre rail
line traverses Kano, Jigawa,
and Katsina states.

Kwankwaso said the ad-
ministration is also making
significant progress on the
614-kilometre Ajaokuta
Abuja Kaduna Kano (AKK)
Gas Pipeline project, which
he said would boost indus-
trialisation, domestic gas
supply, and power gener-
ation across Northern Ni-
geria.

MOSES

I, formerly Moses Elizabeth
Happiness AZUORU
ELIZABETH HAPPINESS. All

former documents remain valid.

now

General public take note.

FANIMOKUN
CORRECTION OF NAME: My correct
name is Fanimokun Olayinka Grace (on
NIN) and not Ajewole Olayinka Grace
as wrongly stated in my BVN details.
Henceforth, I wish to be known and
addressed as FANIMOKUN OLAYINKA
GRACE. All former documents remain
valid. NIMC, banks and general public take|
note.

CHARNIECE

I, formerly Charniece Marie Luster
now LUSTER-OWOSHAGBA|
CHARNIECE MARIE. All former|

documents remain valid. General

public take note.
SAIDU

I, formerly Saidu Oyebola
Olajumoke  now  SEIDU
OYEBOLA OLAJUMOKE.

All former documents remain

valid. General public take note.

ALLIU

I formerly Alliu Taibat

Abiodun now DAWUDU
TAIBAT ABIODUN. All
former documents remain

valid. General public take note.

AJAYI

I, formerly Miss Ajayi Damilola
Oluwabunmi  now MRS
AKINFOTIRE DAMILOLA
OLUWABUNMI. All former
documents  remain  valid.

General public take note.
ENAHORO

CORRECTION OF NAME AND DATE|
OF BIRTH: My correct name is Enahoro
Oluwatobi Philip and not Enahoro Tobi as
wrongly stated in my bank account details.
My correct date of birth is 28/07/1991 and not|
28/07/1989. Henceforth, T wish to be known

and addressed as ENAHORO OLUWATOBI
PHILIP with my birth date as 28/07/1991. All
former documents remain valid. NIMC, banks
and general public take note.

OLUWAGBEMIGA
I, formerly Oluwagbemiga
Rebecca  Moromoke  now
AJETUNMOBI
MOROMOKE. All
documents  remain
General public take note.

ADEDIRAN

I, formerly Adediran Grace
Olutoyin now BAMIGBOSE
GRACE OLUTOYIN. All

former

RUKAYAT
former
valid.

documents remain

valid. General public take note.
OBASANJO

1, formerly
Omowunmi
now AKOJU
OMOWUNMI. All
documents  remain
General public take note.

valid.
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DIOCESE OF REMO
CHURCH OF NIGERIA
[ANGLICAN COMMUMNION)

COMMUNIQUE ISSUED
AT THE EMD OF THE 15T SES5I10M OF THE 15TH SYNGD
OF THE DIOCESE OF REMO

CHURCH OF NIGERIA (ANGLICAN COMMUNION)
HELD AT OUR SAVIOUR'S ANMGLICAMN CHURCH, IKENMNE-REMOD
BETWEEN THURSDAY, Z15T AND SUNDAY, Z4TH MAY, Z026

Inkraductiom: The First Session of the Fifteenth Synod of the Diocase of Ramo,
Church of Migeria, (Anglican Communion) was held at Our Saviour's Anghican Charch,
tkenne-Remo, In lkenne Loce] Covernment Area of Ogun State between Thursday,
21stand Sunday, 2dth May, 2026 The theme of the Synod was: “The Empey Tamb: An
Authentic Proof of The Living Saviowr, Jesus Christ™ (Matthew 28:5-5), The Synod,
having been duly constitubed, was presided over by The Most Revd D, Michael
Olusing Fape, Bishop of the Diocese of Remao, asiikied by the Chancallar, b, Lanre
Oguniesi, S4M and obher Diocesan dignitaries. The RL. Rewd, Dr, B Adayemi, Bishop
of Badagry and the At Rewd M0, Ogundipe, Bichap of o, were the Geedt Preachan.
TheYenerahle Or. Canlel Adedoyin Sosanyaled the Bible Study.

1.The Theme of the Syned: The Synod deliberated on the theme, “The Empty Tomb:
An Authentic Proof of The Living Saviour, Jesus Christ” (Matthew 28:5-6) and
pesibed Ehat the empky tomb is a demonstration thak Jesus Christwas raised from the
daad and this shows that desth could not hald Him Bound, Synod reassures Christians
of the reality of Chrat’s Resurrection and encouraged them not to lose heart
regardiess of the challenges Facing our nation today, knowing Full well that their
Savitour, Jesus Christ 5 alwve Far ever, Synod noted Ehat the resurrection af Jlesus
Christ &5 the confidence of wictorny over Satan, sin and death, and offers assurance of
eternal life,

2. State of the Hation

i. Socio-econemic Problems: Synod noted that the Administration of President Bola
Ahmed Tinuby, GCFR has been brving to Ffis the econormy of Nigeria with many giant
strides and warious inbervention programmes, Howewer, it is quite evident that our
nation hasrecently been experiendng a Form of economic turbulence due ko on-going
wiar hebween the Unibed States of Americafsrsel versus Iran, Synod advised the
Federal Government to strengthen its drive towards finding solutfons to the hardship
and suffering of Migerians in order to give thema new lease of life,

il. Unabated Politics of Defection: Synod expressed worras ab the way our
peliticians defect from one poditlcal party to another and attributed It tolack of clear
pelitical idealogy and a search For self-swrvival and relevance, Synod appealed to
Migerian politicians to desist From politics of self-enrichment and be truly committed
tothe wellbeingof the citizens.

ii. Problem of Epilaptic Power Supply: Synod spplavded the courageous actions
Caken by President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, GCFR N several aspects of our national life,
Synod suggested Lhat just as the regime of Chiel Olusegun Obasanjo was credibed
wikh salving the telecommunication and banking problems in Migeria: the regime of
fslwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu canalso work hard 50 as ko be credibed For giving Migeria a
stable power supply in addition to other infrastructural developmenks he has
embarkedwpon.

iv. Insecurity in Migeria: Synod noted that one of the basic assignments of any
government is security of life and properky and plesded with the administration of
Prasident Bola Ahmed Tinubu GCFR, to be more proackive in its commitmaent to
providing adequate security For the nation by putting in place necessary patriotic
measures to fish out spensors and perpetrators of insurgency and kidnapping in
Migeria. Synod sympathized with parentsand Families of abducted students and ather
individuals across the country. Synod Further noted that investment and economic
activities can only thrive where there Is adeguate security.

Ogun State
A.!:pu'ﬁlahnm Synod appredated Prince Dapo Abiodun CON, the Exscutive Governor
Cgun State as he looks Forward to celebrating seven impactFul years of governing
L'Jgu i Skate on 29ch May, 2026, Synodapplauded the ISEYA mantra of Governor Dapo
Abiodun which has promoked i|.'|fra:l,‘.rl.n:l:urﬂI social w:iFarvl:r educabion, youth
develapment, agriculture and Feod securiby. Synod appreciabed the kind benevalanoe
of His Excellency to rehabilitate the Sagamu-Ode Lemo Road bo ease transpartation
and aid ecenomic activities in Sagamu Local Government of Ogun State. Synod also
appealed to the State Government to abways do due diligence on foreign inveskors
beefore they are @lowed inour dear State,
ii. Gateway International Alrport: Synod congratulated Sovernor Abiodun For Ehe
successful completion and commissioning of the Gateway Internatioral Airport,
Iperu-tlisan and two State owned Sircraft by President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, GCFR on
Saturday 4th April, 2026. Synod appreciated the Governgr i a special way For his
camstant support to the Diocese of Rema and wished the Governor success in atl his
Futwre pragrammes For Ogun State.
il S0th Annlversary of the Creation of Ogun State: Synod congratulated His
Excellency, Covernor Dapo Ablodun, CON and Ogun Stake Government on the
Eﬂhrmus celebration of the 50th H.lw'..'e-n'.a-.ryufthe creation of OgunState and prayed
ragreakerheightin OgunStatein the years ahead,
iv. Genaral Elactions of 2027: Synod prayed for the success of the Farthcoming
General Elections in 2027 and enjoined all pofiticians and general public bo eschew
vinlence and actians: Ehat could dﬁtrn!.r tha poace afkhe counkrny wiay,
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TO TENDER FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 2026 CAPITAL PROJECTS,

CONSTITUENCY PROJECTS AND ZONAL INTERVENTION PROJECTS
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t Uruguay drop

Ogun SWAN
lauds NSC
on plans
to revamp
Muda Lawal
Stadium

Olayinka Olukoya
| Abeokuta

S | Suarez ofrom\

THE Sports Writers Asso-
ciation of Nigeria, Ogun
State chapter, has lauded
the National Sports Com-
mission (NSC), over plans '
to revamp the Muda Lawal 'r

Stadium, Asero, Abeokuta. ;

RUGUAY have in-
cluded Manchester
United midfielder
Manuel Ugarte in

spite his lack of game time in recent
months.

Nunez has not played in the Saudi
Pro League for his club Al-Hilal since

fielder Rodrigo Bentancur.

However, Uruguay boss Marcelo
Bielsa omitted 39-year-old former
Liverpool and Barcelona striker Su-

Ogun SWAN Chairman, | their squad for the  arez from his 26-man squad. February after the club was forced
Comrade. Michael Azeez | E} World Cup - but there is no place Suarez had recently left the door to reshuffle its foreign-player reg-
Ogunsiji, stated this in a for veteran striker Luis Suarez. open for an international return, istrations when they signed former

Ballon d’Or winner Karim Benzema.

Uruguay are in Group H and play
their first match against Saudi Ara-
bia on June 15, followed by games
against Cape Verde and Spain.

Ugarte is one of the three Pre-
mier League players selected for
the tournament in North America
along with Wolves defender San-
tiago Bueno and Tottenham mid-

saying he would reverse his retire-
ment if needed in the national side
after a 20-month absence.
Ex-Liverpool striker Darwin Nunez
is included in the party by Bielsa de-

French Open: Kostyuk stuns Swiatek

FOUR-time champion Iga Swiatek
was knocked out of the French

statement, signed by the
Association’s Secretary, Se-
gun Folarin, on Saturday,
that the effort is bold and -
worthy of commendation. -—
He  described  the =
planned renovation as a
timely intervention that A
would help in restoring the
glorious status of the sta-
dium named after the late

!

The six-time Grand Slam champion,
who will start the defence of her Wim-

opponents.
“The most important thing I've

Muda Lawal, ex- national Open on her 25th birthday, losing bledon title at the end of June, isyetto  been doing this whole time is really F.
footballer, as one of the her fourth-round match in straight winaatournamentin 2026 and saidin  just trying to enjoy it. | woke up in |
foremost sporting facilities sets to in-form Marta Kostyuk. her post-match press conference that the morning and all | thought about |
in the country. Polish third seed Swiatek was it “wasn’t a good day in the office”. was what an unbelievable day | have |

Ogunsiji noted that the plagued by inconsistencies as Ukraini- In contrast, Kostyuk entered the to live today, playing on Chatrier

an 15th seed, Kostyuk won 7-5 6-1
on Court Philippe Chatrier.

French Open undefeated on clay
.. in 2026 having won titles at
Swiatek is nicknamed the the Madrid Open earlier this
“Queen of Clay” having won & | \ month and the Rouen Open
four titles at Roland Garros, = 1| inApril.
but has not won a title on the *'\':‘;‘ @y = Y feel like I've given my-
ment in Ogun State and the

surface since her most recent \ L self more space to just create
country at large.

triumph in Paris in 2024. something, to challenge my
According to him, the [N T S .._.‘H' y,:u' =y —~ B 4 T m'i{'““” ; :
decision by the NSC to | o i ML s i & “R& :L"i" T "' Lo ﬂil*f‘)i‘-‘ﬂ‘i' "F'-l- . f‘*#f'd!l"l'*ﬁ E ,:J!,

against Iga. There’s nothing | could
do today other than this,” Kostyuk
said.

Meanwhile, Kostyuk will play fellow
Ukrainian Elina Svitolina in the quar-
ter-finals after the seventh seed’s 4-6,
6-4, 6-0 win over Switzerland’s Belinda
Bencic.

Muda Lawal Stadium has
over the years served as a
breeding ground for talent-
ed athletes and footballers,
while also contributing im-
mensely to sports develop-

e
give the facility a facelift
demonstrates the Com-
mission’s commitment to
grassroots sports develop-
ment, youth engagement,
and the revival of sports in-
frastructure across Nigeria.

“I want commend the
leadership of the National
Sports Commission for rec-
ognising the importance of
the Muda Lawal Stadium
and taking concrete steps
towards its revitalisation.
This move will not only
boost sports development
in Ogun State but also in-
spire young talents to pur-
sue their dreams in sports,”
Ogunsiji stated.

He expressed optimism
that the proposed revamp
would attract more lo-
cal and national sporting
events to Abeokuta, there-
by contributing to eco-
nomic activities and youth
empowerment in the state.

Ogunsiji also appealed
to relevant stakeholders to
ensure the timely execu-
tion and completion of the
project in line with interna-
tional standards.

He reaffirmed the as-
sociation’s  commitment
to support policies and
initiatives aimed at reposi-
tioning Nigerian sports for
sustainable growth and ex-
cellence.

Fed Cup: Rivers Utd, Rangers set to renew rivalry today

By Tosin Omojola

THE Nigeria Premier Foot-
ball League (NPFL) must
have ended, with Rangers
International beating Riv-
ers United to the ftitle, but
the battle between the two
sides has not ended yet.

The Flying Antelopes
clinched the NPFL title on
a dramatic final day, after a
2-1 away win over lkorodu
City, thus rubbishing the
3-0 victory of Rivers United
over Katsina United in Port
Harcourt.

That signalled the end of
their battle for the league
shield but as fate will have
it, their war is far from being
over, after they were drawn
to meet in the Round of 32 of
the 2026 President Federa-
tion Cup this week.

In what could be regarded
as the toughest pairing in the
Round of 32, both sides have
been scheduled to take their
battle to the Dan Anyiam
Stadium, Owerri, today in a
cliffhanger.

Rivers United, under the
tutelage of ex-international,
Finidi George, see this as an
opportunity to pay the Flying
Antelopes back in their own
coin by eliminating them
from the Federation Cup.

However, the Fidelis lle-
chukwu-led Rangers, still
basking in the euphoria of
their ninth NPFL league tri-
umph, are aiming at the
double and will therefore
need to stop Rivers United to
keep their hopes alive.

It remains an interesting

fixture which potentially pos-
sess the traits of a Cup final.

Another Round of 32 pair-
ing that will attract attention
is the fixture involving two
of the NPFL relegated sides,
Wikki Tourists and Bayelsa
United.

On the day league winners

T AR

Rangers’ player's_'

Rangers and the runner up
Rivers United will be slugging
it out, 19th placed Bayelsa
United and 20th placed Wikki
Tourists will be involved in a
fight for a place in the Round
of 16, with the encounter
billed to hold at the Lafia City
Stadium.

With both sides already
looking forward to life in the
lower league next season,
the President Federation Cup
triumph is the only route to
win a silverware this season
and to keep such hopes alive,
one of them must fall in this
titanic pairing.

PRESIDENT/FEDERATION CUP
RD OF 32 FIXTURES:

Bendel Insurance vs Crown FC
Kwara Utd Vs Sokoto Utd l
El-Kanemi Warriors vs Akwa Utd
Wikki Tourists Vs Bayelsa Utd
Shooting Stars 'S Kada Warriors
Bida Lions Vs Warri Wolves
Rivers Utd Vs Enugu Rangers
Ejigbo City Vs Nasarawa Utd
Kogi Utd Vs Plateau Utd
Ikorodu City Vs Jigawa Stars
Enyimba Vs Gombe Utd
Barau FC 'S Abakaliki FC
Flight FC Vs Mighty Jets
Sapele Lions Vs Adamawa Utd
Ingas FC 'S FC Basirah
Sunshine Stars U19 vs Warinje FC



NIGERIAN

31

TRIBUNE

www.tribuneonlineng.com

Nigerian Tribune

|@nigeriantribune

ENigerian Tribune

ftribuneonlineng

MONDAY,
1 JUNE, 2026

by Yusuf

Vo4

Unity Cup: Yusuf savours
victory, brace in final

EW England Revo-

lution midfielder,

Alhassan  Yusuf,

was a bundle of

delight after scor-

ing a brace to help the Super

Eagles beat Jamaica 3-0 and

win the 2026 Unity Cup on

Saturday, footynaija.com re-
ports.

Yusuf got Nigeria off to a

flying start on the night, re-

acting quickest in the penal-

ty area and finding the back
of the net after the Jamaica
backline failed to clear a
long-throw to give the de-
fending champions a crucial
lead inside the first four min-
utes.

He then put the game be-
yond doubt in second half
stoppage time as he latched
onto a precise pass from
Philip Otele before opening
up his body to curl a beau-

tifully struck shot beyond
Reggae Boyz shot-stopper
Coniah Boyce-Clarke.

Both strikes were Yusuf’s
first goal contributions in
Super Eagles colours and the
Major League Soccer based
midfielder expressed his
delight at opening his inter-
national account after the
game.

“l feel great especially
winning the Unity Cup and

scoring my first two goals
for the country. So | am re-
ally happy and for sure, my
family is proud.

“I played offensively but
| wasn’t expecting that
early but then it came, |
was just in the box, | saw
it and then it was a good
finish,”the 2023 Africa
Cup of Nations (AFCON) sil-
ver medallist said after the
game.

W-Cup qualifier: Flamingos thrash Guinea 6-0
Advance on 11-0 aggregate

NIGERIA'S Flamingos on Sun-
day thrashed Guinea 6-0 in
the second leg of their 2026
FIFA U17 Women’s World Cup
second-round qualifier to com-
plete an 11-0 aggregate vic-
tory and reach the final round,
www.aclsports.com reports.

Having established a com-
manding 5-0 advantage in the
first leg, the Flamingos pro-
duced another dominant dis-
play at the Remo Stars Stadium,
Ikenne, to move one step closer
to qualification for the tourna-
ment in Morocco.

Nigeria made a bright start
and took the lead in the ninth
minute through Oluwakemi
Adegbuyi. The forward finished
confidently to put the hosts
ahead and set the tone for an-
other one-sided encounter.

The Flamingos doubled their
advantage in the 21st minute
when captain Harmony Chidi,
who scored a hattrick in the
first leg, got on the scoresheet.

Two minutes later, Queen
Joseph added a third goal as Ni-
geria continued to overwhelm
their visitors with relentless at-
tacking pressure.

Adegbuyi grabbed her sec-

ond goal of the match in the
32nd minute to extend Nigeria’s
lead, before Chidi completed her
brace two minutes later to make
it 5-0 before the interval.
Despite holding a comfort-
able aggregate advantage, the
Flamingos maintained their in-
tensity after the restart. Their
persistence paid off in the 70th

minute when Precious Oscar
added the sixth goal of the
afternoon to complete a com-
prehensive victory.

The result sends Nigeria into
the third and final round of
the qualification series, where
they will face Benin for a place
at the 2026 FIFA U17 Women'’s
World Cup in Morocco.

The first leg of the decisive
tie is scheduled for July 3-5,
while the return leg will be
played between 10 and 12
July.

Meanwhile, also in the
final qualifying round, Sene-
gal will face Ghana, Zambia
will take on Ethiopia, while
South Africa will confront Kenya.

sport

Nnadozie’s Brighton
lose 0-4 in FA Cup final

SUPER Falcons goalkeeper,
Chiamaka Nnadozie, en-
dured a painful afternoon
at Wembley as Brighton
were beaten 0-4 by Man-
chester City in the Women's
FA Cup final on Sunday at
the Wembley Stadium, soc-
cernet.ng reports.

However, despite the
heavy defeat to the WSL
champions, the Nigeria in-
ternational still managed to
avoid a piece of unwanted
history.

Nnadozie arrived at the
final hoping to win the first
major trophy of her career
in English football after
joining Brighton from Paris
FC last summer.

Instead, she found her-
self under relentless pres-
sure from a City side de-
termined to complete a
historic domestic double.

The scoreline was heavy,
but it could have been
even worse for Brighton
without the 25-year-old’s
heroics.

Nnadozie
several

produced
important saves

throughout the contest
to keep City’s tally at four
goals. Had she conceded
one more, she would have
become the first goalkeep-
er in two decades to let in
five goals in a Women'’s FA
Cup final.

That statistic will offer
only limited comfort to the
Nigerian Amazon who ex-
perienced another unwant-
ed first.

Since moving to England,
Nnadozie had never con-
ceded four goals in a single
match. Before Sunday’s
final, the most she had al-
lowed in a game was three,
which happened against
West Ham United and
Manchester United during
the Women's Super League
season.

The final result also over-
shadowed what had been
an impressive debut cam-
paign in England. Nnadozie
kept six clean sheets in 19
league appearances and
added two more shutouts
during Brighton’s run to
Wembley.

Chelle lauds Nigerians,
apologises

SUPER Eagles head coach,
Eric Chelle, has expressed
gratitude to Nigerian foot-
ball fans following the
team’s Unity Cup triumph
on Saturday, while also re-
flecting on the disappoint-
ments that have marked
his tenure so far, footynai-
ja.com reports.

Chelle was appointed as
Nigeria’s head coach with
the primary task of steer-
ing the Super Eagles to the
2026 FIFA World Cup.

Taking charge of a team
that had struggled for con-
sistency during the qualifi-
cation campaign, the Fran-
co-Malian tactician quickly
restored stability and be-
lief within the squad.

However, despite the
improvement in perfor-
mances, Nigeria ultimate-
ly fell short of securing a
place at the Mundial after
losing to Congo DR in the
CAF qualification play-

off final, condemning the
three-time African cham-
pions to another World
Cup absence.

The Super Eagles also
showed encouraging signs
under Chelle at the 2025
Africa Cup of Nations in
Morocco, as they reached
the semi-finals before suf-
fering a penalty shootout
defeat to hosts Morocco,
and eventually settlled for
a third-place finish.

While Saturday’s Unity
Cup success over Jamaica
provided a welcome
moment of celebration,
Chelle admitted that
the pain of missing out
on both the World Cup
and AFCON glory still
lingers.

“l want to once again
say sorry we didn’t go to
the World Cup, this is my
feeling, sorry we didn’t
win the AFCON, | tried to
do my job,” he said.

Spires 5-Aside: White Tigers
retain title

By Niyi Alebiosu

IT was yet another elec-
trified atmosphere at the
Ikoye recreational park on
Saturday as White Tigers FC
emerged champions of the
Spires 5-Aside Naija Street
Soccer divisional champi-
ons in Lagos Island.

The Emmanuel Olom-tu-
tored side defeated Greater
Tomorrow FC 5-2 in a pul-
sating final to retain the
crown for the third season
consecutively.

Alphas FC triumphed 3-2
over Dolphin FC via penal-

ties in the third place match
after a 3-3 draw in the regu-
lation time.

For the initiator of the
tournament, Dr Bankole Al-
libay, the divisional champi-
onship, has been a success
as he projects a more com-
petitive tournament at the
state level.

"It's exciting to note that
we have redefined 5-Aside
football in the West African
sub-region. Our projection is
to make this tournament the
most commercially viable
not only in Nigeria but also
in the continent,” he said.
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SIDELINES

According to FIFA, Austin Jay-Jay Okocha, holds the
‘record for the most successful dribbles, 15, in a single

World Cup match’ out of 16 attempts against Italy.
Wonderful! Unfortunately, dribbles don’t count in a
football match but goals. Anyway, congratulations Okocha!

Abénilori at the gates of Yorubaland

LOBALLY, teaching is associated with building state

capacity, modest livelihoods, and peace of mind.

Teachers shape civilization. Teachers and students

in rural Nigeria are now casualties of social collapse.

Rural schools are no longer merely underfunded;
they are exposed frontlines of national insecurity. The Federal
Government recently exempted intending teachers from
JAMB examinations. Yet a more disturbing question confronts
the country: why should anyone teach in vulnerable rural
communities where the Nigerian state cannot guarantee
protection of life?

What happened at Ahoro-Esielé in Oriire, Qyo State, was
not merely murder. It was civilization butchered publicly. A
Mathematics teacher, Mr. Michael Oyedokun—a custodian of
reason and logic—was beheaded by Abénildri (head severers),
and the gruesome spectacle was circulated globally as though
human life was meaningless.

Expanding geography of Abénilori

The Nigerian military has identified the Abéniléri as members
of Jama’atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda’awatiwal-Jihad (JAS)—the original
Boko Haram organization. Six teachers and thirty-nine students
remain in captivity. Boko Haram emerged in the North-East
under Obasanjo. Under Jonathan, the movement evolved
into an insurgency that abducted hundreds of schoolgirls from
Chibok, dozens of whom remain missing. Under Buhari, Boko
Haram metastasized from a regional insurgency into a wider
ecosystem of banditry, mass kidnappings, and jihadist violence
across the North-West and North-Central. Now, under Tinubu,
Boko Haram has expanded into villages in Yorubaland.

Nothing better illustrates the failure of the Nigerian State.
Four presidents, including two retired Army Generals. Yet the
geography of terror expands. It is the paradox of Nigeria’s over-
centralized security architecture: local priorities are sacrificed in
the name of national security, yet national security continues to
decay. A unification of mutual peril.

History of head severing in Yorubaland

From Chibok in Borno to Maga in Kebbi, and now Oriire in
Qyo, Boko Haram’s trajectory has culminated in Abéniléri—in
Yorubaland under a Yoruba Nigerian Commander-in-Chief. Is
the Nigerian state collapsing? Who will now defend Yorubaland?
Before the British incursion, beheading in Yorubaland was
not random savagery against innocent people but a grave
punishment reserved for treason or existential threats.

Aldafin Majédgbé, who ruled the Old Oyo Empire between
1768 and 1774 and misused the power of beheading, was
himself not spared by the traditional system. One day, he
summoned a queen to the royal bathroom. Seeing the king
without royal regalia, the queen forgot the gravity of the throne.
She mocked his size, wondering how such a small man wielded
so much power.

Majédgbé concealed his anger at the remark, secretly
dispatched royal executioners (Abénildri) to the queen’s village

Sports

to decapitate her parents and return their heads in calabashes.
He then convened a palace assembly and ordered the queen to
open the gifts. Upon lifting the lids, she confronted the bloodied
heads. The Alaafin explained that his authority could destroy
anyone who disrespected the throne.

Overwhelmed by terror and grief, the queen wept:“lku té pa
baba ati yéyé mi!” Meaning:“The death that has slain both my
father and my mother!” The expression later became”/ku Babd
Yeyé,’a royal salute acknowledging Alaafin’s authority. The Old
Oyo Empire possessed a sophisticated system of constitutional
restraint. The Aldafin’s authority was not absolute. It was
moderated by the Oyo Mesi—a council of seven kingmakers
led by the Basorun, who functioned as prime minister. When
an Alaafin became tyrannical, the political system intervened.

In this instance, after consultations, the Basorun presented
Majeodgbé with the “calabash of rejection” containing an empty
space—a declaration that both the gods and the people had
rejected his rule,compelling ritual suicide as punishment. Such
was the sophistication of the old Oyo political order.

Unfortunately, although contemporary laws still recognize
the role of traditional kingmakers, politicians increasingly shape
traditional institutions in ways that weaken their independence,
moral authority, and role as the conscience of Yoruba society.
No wonder, nearly 250 years after Majedghbé’s punishment, an
innocent Yoruba school teacher’s head is severed by invading
terrorists and displayed; yet the Aldafin, Ooni, Oldbadan,
soun, Atadja, Owa Obokun, Awuijale, Aldké, Akarigbo, Déji,
Oséremowe, Qlowo, Olufe, Ewi, Ogdga, Eléko, Oléfin, and other
custodians of Yoruba history stand muted.

Civilization retreats while barbarism advances,as the Yoruba
intelligentsia, the Adre Ona Kakanfd, and the Afénifére appear
eerily silent. One hopes this silence reflects underground
efforts to prevent impending doom—not the curse of the
Nigerian presidency.

Omoluabi admonition to the Kabiyésis

As the political class decays alongside a failing Nigerian state,
can you, our royal fathers—custodians of our history and
culture—summon the moral courage to defend your people?

These Abéniléri understand the vulnerabilities of the Nigerian
state. They know the Nigerian Police lacks rural presence.
They know the political class lacks both the ability and the
will to design functional community policing or meaningfully
devolve security despite increasingly overstretched centralized
forces. Unlike the First Republic leaders, the Fourth Republic
politicians lack the courage and discipline to renegotiate the
unitary distortions of the 1999 Constitution toward the federal
parliamentary system of the 1963 Constitution and regional
security anchored on development.

The Boko Haram insurgents also understand the Kabiyesis are
not united. Even within the ceremonial honors politicians extend
them, mutual respect has weakened. No strategic coordination.
Aifagbafénikan ko jé ki ayé réju (No society survives when
elders lack respect for one another). The Abéniléri understand

these weaknesses and how easily collaborators emerge within
a fragmented society.

Today, your kin in Kwara are losing their domains. Your
children are being kidnapped, ransomed, and beheaded in
Oyo,while over forty worshippers were slaughtered in Qwg in
2022 without justice four years later. lku to ri pa ojugba eni,
owe I6 1 pa fun ni (The death befalling one’s kins is a warning to
oneself).Tomorrow, Boko Haram may invade your palaces and
drag away your queens.

When your son declared boldly:“Yortibd I6 kan, émi I6 kan,”he
failed to recognize that power without structural security invites
predators to your gates. He became Commander-in-Chief and
recently appointed another Yoruba son as homeland security
adviser, yet Abénilori entered your gates. What is the meaning
of proximity to centralized power when your villages remain
exposed to terror? Why then do you patronize transactional
political elites largely devoid of ideology?

Some of you visited the President not to demand
constitutional restructuring toward a better 1963 arrangement,
but to request the creation of more vulnerable states. Are you
learning anything? Will you rise in strategic unity to confront the
impending danger, or continue paying the price for the illusion
of merely producing the Nigerian President?

Unite yourselves now, and demand a fully armed regional
security architecture (Amotékun), akin tothe US National
Guard. Remember Maga in Kebbi, where terrorists attacked the
Government Girls Comprehensive Secondary School shortly
after deployed soldiers reportedly withdrew. Remember
Jonathan’s warning that Boko Haram had infiltrated the military
and the federal government.

Soon, your son and the opposition politicians will return
seeking royal blessings. Make security—not protocol—the price
of those blessings. Demand a fullyarmed Amotékun before
terrorists reach your palaces.

Alagbaramamoero

| watched Igboho invoke the President’s name, claiming
approval to establish Iru-Ekun against the same Abéniléri
the Nigerian state has struggled to contain for decades.

To be fair, he emerged defending Yoruba communities
against criminal herdsmen, filling a vacuum created by
state failure and the legitimacy of local resistance. But
Boko Haram terrorists possess advanced weapons.
They have attacked military formations and killed
Army-generals. Yet he claims capacity to confront them
outside state structures involving Amotékun and military
reservists.

Can an Iri-Ekin (a leopard’s tail) be stronger than a whole
Amotékun? A matter this serious belongs within disciplined
state coordination to avoid exposing Yoruba communities to
greater danger.

Courage without strategy becomes an
catastrophe—and to more Michael Oyedokuns.

invitation to

Osimhen, LLookman ruled out of Portugal, Poland friendlies

By Ganiyu Salman

HEAD coach of the Super Eagles,
Eric Chelle, has ruled Galatasaray’s
Victor Osimhen and Atletico’s Ade-
mola Lookman, among others, out of
this month’s international friendlies
against Poland and Portugal.

Chelle disclosed this at a post-
match press conference on Saturday
at The Valley, London, after Nigeria
thrashed Jamaica 3-0 to win the

2026 Unity Cup.

“We won’t be able to feature
some players in the friendlies
against Poland and Portugal due to
certain reasons.

“Osimhen will not be available as
he is trying to sort out the issue of
new team, while Lookman needed
rest after the rigours of playing
in the European championship,”
Chelle said.

The Malian tactician also ruled

out Fulham’s Samuel Chukwueze
from the friendlies as the 2015 FIFA
U17 World Cup winner has been ex-
cused to enable him to spend time
with his family after the burial cere-
mony of his mother.

Chelle stated that midfielders Alhas-
san Yusuf and Samson Tijani, won’t
be part of the travelling squad, as
they were unable to obtain the re-
quired visas to enter the Schengen
region.

“Yusuf and Tijani [a former Golden
Eaglets captain] were not issued
visas,” he added.

New England Revolution mid-
fielder, Yusuf, who came to the
limelight at the 2023 Africa Cup of
Nations, stole the show in the fi-
nal of the Unity Cup scoring two of
the three goals against the Reggae
Boyz.

Already, Chelle, has since drafted
Millwall forward, Femi Azeez, who

bagged a brace against Zimbabwe
in the Unity Cup semi-final into the
team, as he will also enjoy the com-
plement of regulars like Moses Si-
mon, Akor Adams and Paul Onuachu,
during the friendlies.

Meanwhile, the Super Eagles will
face Poland on June 3, at the PGE
Narodowy Stadium, Warsaw, be-
fore travelling to the Estadio Dr
Magalhdes Pessoa, Leiria, to face
Portugal on June 10.
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