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Vice-Presidential candidate 
of the Nigeria Democratic 
Congress (NDC), Rabiu Musa 

Kwankwaso, says the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC)’s control 
of more than 30 states does not 
guarantee President Bola Tinubu’s 
victory in the 2027 election.

Kwankwaso spoke on Thursday 
in Port Harcourt during a town hall 
meeting with voters where he and 
Peter Obi, presidential candidate 
of the NDC, fielded questions on 
the prospects of the 2027 general 
election.

The former governor of Kano 
cited the 2015 election, when 
then-President Goodluck Jonathan 
lost his re-election bid to Muham-
madu Buhari, the APC candidate.

Recall that in the build-up to the 
2015 election, the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP), the platform 
on which Jonathan contested, 
controlled about 20 states in the 
country.

However, during the election, 
Jonathan won in 15 states and 
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
while Buhari won the remaining 
21 states, according to results de-
clared by the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission (INEC).

Director General of the De-
partment of State Services 
(DSS), Mr. Oluwatosin Ade-

ola Ajayi, has directed operatives 
of the agency not to arrest anyone 
over civil matters.

Ajayi gave the directive 
during an interview with se-
lected media executives on 
Thursday, saying it was part 
of measures to strengthen ad-

The Presidency has clarified 
that the ongoing Freedom 
of Information Act case in the 

United States is a civil records-dis-
closure dispute, not a criminal case 
against President Bola Tinubu.

The clarification is contained in 
a statement issued by Presidential 
Spokesperson, Mr Bayo Onanuga, 
on Thursday in Abuja, against what 
the Presidency described as specu-
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through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, opposed de-
mands for the release of the 
records without redactions.

The Presidency said the 
agencies relied on statutory 
exemptions covering grand 
jury proceedings, pen-regis-
ter information, attorney-cli-
ent privilege, attorney work 
product and law-enforce-
ment materials.

It added that other ex-
emptions protected per-
sonal privacy, confidential 
sources and investigative 
techniques from disclosure.

It noted that Tinubu, on 
the advice of his lawyers, 
had also asserted his rights 
under FOIA Exemption 
7(C), relating to protection 
against unwarranted inva-
sion of personal privacy.

The Presidency said the 
plaintiff had until Sept. 11 to 
file any opposition and reply 
to the defendants’ and inter-
venor’s processes, while the 
FBI, DEA and Tinubu had un-
til Sept. 18 to respond.

“The release or withhold-
ing of records under FOIA 
does not, by itself, establish 
criminal liability. The case 
concerns access to govern-
ment records and the proper 
application of statutory ex-
emptions.”

It also recalled that, in a 
Feb. 4, 2003 letter, the Amer-
ican Consulate in Lagos 
informed the then Inspec-
tor-General of Police, Mr Tafa 
Balogun, that an FBI records 
check found no criminal ar-
rest records, wants or war-
rants for Tinubu, then gov-
ernor of Lagos State.

The Presidency urged the 
Nigerian media and public 
to distinguish verified court 
proceedings from partisan 
commentary, stressing that 
the case remained under 
the control of Judge Beryl 
Howell.

“The litigation is a civil 
records-disclosure dispute 
under FOIA. It does not con-
stitute a criminal charge, tri-
al, or judicial finding against 
President Tinubu.”

It said the court would 
determine whether the re-
dactions were lawful based 
on the filings, evidence and 
applicable U.S. law, rather 
than political commentary

lative reports.
“For clarity, the matter is 

a civil records-disclosure dis-
pute under the United States 
Freedom of Information Act.

“It is not a criminal case 
against President Bola Tinu-
bu, nor has the court found 
him guilty of any criminal 
wrongdoing.”

The Presidency said the 
matter dated back to 2022, 
when Mr Aaron Greenspan 
submitted FOIA requests 
to several U.S. government 
agencies seeking records 
relating to Tinubu.

It said after some agen-
cies withheld records or 
declined to confirm or deny 
their existence, Greenspan 
commenced Civil Action No. 
23-1816 before the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of 
Columbia in 2023.

The court subsequently 
permitted Tinubu to par-
ticipate in the proceedings 
as an intervenor, while the 
defendants invoked the 
“Glomar defence”, a mecha-
nism used by U.S. agencies 
in certain records-disclosure 
cases.

According to the Presi-
dency, the defence means 
that a government agency 
is not in a position to con-
firm or deny the existence 
of an investigation, thereby 
protecting law-enforcement 
personnel, sources and in-
vestigative techniques.

It said the court subse-
quently granted summary 
judgment in favour of the 
CIA, EOUSA, Department 
of State, Department of the 
Treasury and Internal Reve-
nue Service, removing them 
from the proceedings.

The Presidency said the 
remaining aspects of the 
claims involving the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) and Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) con-
cerned the redaction of re-
cords produced during the 
proceedings.

“In compliance with the 
court’s orders, the FBI and 
DEA produced 399 pages 
of records, with portions re-
dacted under exemptions 
provided by United States 
law.”

It said the FBI and DEA, 
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the DSS had previously 
conflated the two.

He said the use of force 
is inappropriate in civil 
disputes.

“You cannot apply the 
use of force in civil mat-
ters. Even some criminal 
matters don’t require 
force,” Ajayi said.

He cited the case in-
volving Pat Utomi, a po-
litical economist, over 
allegations relating to 
an attempt to establish 
a “shadow government”.

 “Rather than arrest 
him, we sought judicial 
interpretation,” the DG 
DSS said.

“And the court ruled 
that his adventure was 
unconstitutional, illegal, 

and a threat to national 
security.”

He also referred to a 
case involving the So-
cio-Economic Rights and 
Accountability Project 
(SERAP), saying the or-
ganisation approached 
the court over allegations 
that two DSS operatives 
invaded its premises.

He said the matter was 
pursued in court with-
out any arrest, adding 
that the court eventu-
ally awarded more than 
N100 million in favour of 
the operatives.

The judgement, de-
livered in May 2026, 
awarded N100 million 
in damages to two DSS 
officials over alleged def-

amation, although SERAP 
has since appealed the 
decision.

Ajayi said the DSS 
now resorts to the courts 
in civil matters, adding 
that he had instructed 
operatives that there 
should be no arrest in 
any civil case.

He said the agency 
would also approach the 
courts in cases involving 
journalists because “we 
do the same job.”

Ajayi described jour-
nalists as “professional 
colleagues” of the DSS, 
noting that the differ-
ence is that journalists 
inform the public while 
the DSS informs the gov-
ernment.

herence to the rule of law 
and improve the agency’s 
human rights record.

The DG DSS said since 
assuming office, he had 
introduced reforms 
across five broad areas, 
including law enforce-
ment, inter-agency syn-
ergy, accountability, re-
spect for human rights, 
and infrastructural and 
administrative reforms 
aimed at improving op-
erational efficiency.

According to him, the 
reforms had also created 
a clearer distinction be-
tween civil and criminal 
matters within the agen-
cy, noting that his career 
experience showed that 
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Eleven of the 21 states 
won by Buhari were con-
trolled by the PDP at the 
time.

Following his victory in 
the 2023 election, in which 
he defeated Obi and former 
Vice-President Atiku Abuba-
kar, President Bola Tinubu is 
seeking re-election on the 
platform of the APC, which 
currently controls about 31 
states.

Referencing Jonathan’s 
defeat in 2015, Kwankwaso 
dismissed suggestions that 
the ruling party’s control 
of numerous states would 
guarantee victory for Tinu-
bu.

“Jonathan was the sitting 
president and he lost the 
election. Those who think 
that because they have over 
30 governors they cannot 
lose are making a very big 
mistake,” he said.

The former Kano gov-
ernor argued that many 
candidates seeking to be 
Nigeria’s president lack the 

No criminal case against Tinubu 

over U.S. FOIA records — Presidency

DSS DG directs operatives not to arrest anyone over civil matters

2027: Nobody will intimidate us again at the 

polling booth, says Peter Obi

APC’s control of over 30 govs does not guarantee 

Tinubu’s victory in 2027 –Kwankwaso
experience required to lead 
the country.

He said Nigeria urgently 
needs “a committed, strong 
and vibrant president” ca-
pable of addressing the na-
tion’s challenges.

Kwankwaso warned 
Nigerians against making 
what he described as anoth-
er costly political mistake in 
2027.

“This is the time to get it 
right. Anything to the con-
trary, if people make a mis-
take, they will regret making 
that mistake because it will 
be too costly for the people 
and the country,” he said.

Kwankwaso also criti-
cised the performance of 
several governors, partic-
ularly in northern Nigeria, 
claiming that many had 
failed to deliver meaningful 
development.

He predicted that some 
governors, particularly 
those in the North, would 
find it difficult to campaign 
for their parties because of 
what he described as poor 
performance in office.

“By the grace of God, 
all of them, especially the 
ones in the North, because I 
studied the trend. The trend 
is those governors and their 
party have performed woe-
fully to the extent that it is 
very difficult for them even 
to come out and campaign,” 
he said.

He also criticised what he 
described as poor manage-
ment of public resources by 
state governors and the Fed-
eral Government, arguing 
that government revenues 
had increased substantially 
compared with previous 
years.

Recalling his experi-
ence as governor in 1999, 
Kwankwaso said states and 
local governments received 
about N4 billion each at the 
time.

He, however, questioned 
the impact of the increased 
revenues accruing to gov-
ernments in recent years on 
the lives of Nigerians.

“Now in one year, we 
have seen it on social me-
dia that our government 

collected over N1.11tn, just 
less than one year. You go 
around, what have you done 
with that money? Close to 
nothing,” he said.

Kwankwaso said the al-
leged poor performance 
of governments had in-
creased public anger across 
the country, warning that 
insecurity remained a ma-
jor concern, particularly in 
Northern Nigeria.

“And people are very 
angry. And this anger is 
bad, and worse is the issue 
of insecurity, especially in 
northern Nigeria,” he stat-
ed.

Also speaking, Dumo Lu-
lu-Briggs, NDC governorship 
candidate in Rivers, com-
mended party members for 
their patience, resilience and 
commitment to the move-
ment.

Lulu-Briggs expressed 
confidence that the party 
would build “a Nigeria that 
works”, while assuring the 
national leadership of the 
unwavering support of par-
ty members in the state.

Presidential candidate of 
the Nigeria Democratic 
Congress (NDC), Peter 

Obi, says nobody will intimi-
date him and his supporters 
again at the polling booth 
during the 2027 presidential 
election.

He added that he is 
ready to protect his votes 
in the 2027 election, even 
if it requires surrendering 
his life.

Obi spoke on Thursday 
in Port Harcourt during a 
town hall meeting with 
voters tagged “Obi Talks 
Nigeria”, where he field-
ed questions on the pros-
pects of the next general 
election.

At the Rivers town hall, 
the former governor of 

Anambra urged Nigeri-
ans to prevent a repeat 
of what he described as 
irregularities witnessed 
during the 2023 general 
election.

He said efforts are un-
derway to ensure that 
intimidation and sup-
pression of voters do not 
occur during the polls.

“Nobody will intimi-
date us again at the poll-
ing booth,” Obi said.

 “If you get to any 
polling booth today, 
the highest number of 
officials you see is five. 
The average number of 
voters is 40 to 50. There 
is no way five people will 
intimidate 50 people.

“This time all of us 

will rescue our country. 
Somebody said, ‘We are 
ready to die.’ Let me tell 
you, I’m ready to die too.”

He added that the 
NDC would establish 
effective coordination 
mechanisms to ensure 
that voters freely exercise 
their rights.

“We will make sure we 
have coordination to en-
sure that such intimidation 
does not arise,” Obi said.

The NDC presidential 
candidate maintained 
that while attempts 
might be made to ma-
nipulate election results 
through the Indepen-
dent National Elector-
al Commission’s result 
viewing portal (IReV), 

such efforts would be 
strongly resisted.

“Yes, they will try to 
manipulate the IReV. But 
let me tell you, it will not 
be easy this time,” he said.

According to him, al-
ternative technological 
measures would be de-
ployed to ensure trans-
parency in the trans-
mission and collation of 
election results.

“There will be so many 
IReVs this time. If there is 
a network glitch, we will 
give them another one 
that has no glitch.

“By allowing them to 
continue, that glitch will 
glitch our lives. That is 
what we are suffering 
today,” he said.Tinubu
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Tinubu hails October launch of African Credit Rating Agency

2027: Army ‌pledges neutrality, reassures Nigerians on election security

President Bola Tinubu 
has welcomed the Afri-
can Union’s announce-

ment that the African Credit 
Rating Agency (AfCRA) will 
begin operations on Octo-
ber 7.

Tinubu said AfCRA would 
strengthen Africa’s financial 
institutions by providing 
credit assessments that bet-
ter reflected the continent’s 
economic realities.

The President stated this 
in a message posted on his 
official X handle on Thurs-
day, reacting to the AU’s 
announcement.

He recalled advocating 
an African credit rating 
agency in a February article 
published by the Financial 
Times, before reiterating the 
call in May.

Tinubu made the second 
call while speaking at the 
Africa CEO Forum in Kigali, 
Rwanda, stressing the need 
for institutions that under-
stand African economies.

 “AfCRA is another step 
toward that goal,” Tinubu 
said, emphasising the im-
portance of accurate assess-
ments of African risks and 

economic fundamentals.
He stressed that Africa 

was not seeking preferential 
treatment from internation-
al credit rating agencies, but 
fair assessments based on its 
realities.

 “Africa is not asking for fa-
vourable ratings. We are ask-
ing for fair ratings, grounded 
in our fundamentals and re-
forms,” he said.

According to him, AfCRA 
should strengthen Africa’s 
capacity to present its eco-
nomic fundamentals and 
ongoing reforms more ac-
curately to investors.

He, however, said the 
agency must demonstrate 
independence and profes-
sional rigour to gain the 
confidence of investors and 
global capital markets.

“AfCRA must now earn 
the confidence of global 
capital. That confidence will 
rest on its independence 
and the rigour of its work,” 
he said.

Tinubu expressed opti-
mism that the agency would 
improve the assessment of 
African economies and risks 
while strengthening insti-

The Nigerian Army has 
assured citizens that 
its personnel will main-

tain strict neutrality and pro-
fessionalism, and adherence 
to constitutional mandates 
when called upon to sup-
port civil authorities during 
the 2027 elections.

 The Commander, 35 
Artillery Brigade, Alamala , 
Brig.-Gen. Friday Onu, gave 
the assurance on Thursday 
in Abeokuta at a sensiti-
sation lecture on the con-
duct of the Nigerian Army  
personnel during the 2027 
elections.

Onu stated that the en-
gagement was designed 
to re-anchor personnel on 
their constitutional roles, 
ensuring they remain apo-
litical, non-partisan, and dis-
ciplined before, during, and 
after the polls.

He explained that the pri-
mary responsibility of mili-
tary personnel deployed for 

election duties was to sup-
port the lead internal secu-
rity agencies in maintaining 
a safe, peaceful environment 
for voters.

According to him, the 
session focused on the de-
fence headquarter’s code 
of conduct for armed forces 
personnel during elections, 
relevant provisions of the 
Electoral Act 2022, and 
strict adherence to rules of 
engagement.

”The Nigerian Army re-
mains apolitical, non-parti-
san, and professional at all 
times.

”Army leadership main-
tains zero tolerance for 
political bias, operational 
overreach, and indiscipline. 
Any breach of guidelines 
will not be tolerated,” Onu 
warned.

 He expressed apprecia-
tion to the General Officer 
Commanding (GOC), 81 
Division, for approving the 

exercise, describing it as a 
testament to the military 
leadership’s commitment 
to operational readiness 
and discipline.

In his keynote address, 
the Special Guest of Hon-
our, the Alake and Para-
mount Ruler of Egbaland, 
Oba Adedotun Gbadebo, 
commended the Army hi-
erarchy for extending the 
training to sister security 
agencies.

 Gbadebo noted that no 
single security institution 
could independently han-
dle the complex challeng-
es of a national election, 
emphasising that joint en-
gagements build synergy 
and strengthen inter-agen-
cy collaboration.

He urged participants to 
internalise the directives, 
noting that public confi-
dence in the armed forces 
depended on their conduct 
under pressure.

 He added that the ulti-
mate objective of election 
security was to safeguard 
an environment where cit-
izens could exercise their 
franchise freely and with-
out intimidation.

 “Our collective conduct 
must strengthen public 
confidence and demon-
strate that the security 
institutions of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria remain 
loyal to the constitution 
and to all Nigerians,” he 
said.

 Col. Olusegun Oladun-
toye (Rtd), the Guest Lec-
turer, noted that the es-
sence of the seminar was 
to re-emphasise the role of 
the military in a democracy.

 “Democracy is about 27 
years old in Nigeria and we 
have seen the role played 
by the Nigeria military in 
strengthening our territori-
al integrity and sovereignty 
of the Nigeria state,” he said.

AFC, Industry leaders hail Dangote investments as catalysts for Africa’s economic growth

PFIPC scandal: Court 

rejects Adeniyi 

Adeyemi’s bail 

application

The Federal High Court 
in Abuja on Thursday 
declined to grant an 

application for bail filed 
by Adeniyi Adeyemi, the 
Director-General of the 
controversial Presidential 
Foreign Intervention Pro-
motion Council (PFIPC).

Justice Obiora Egwuatu, 
in a ruling on an ex-parte 
motion filed by Adeyemi’s 
lawyer, M.B. Abdulazeez, 
held that there was need 
to hear from the police 
and other respondents in 
the suit in the interest of 
fair hearing.

Justice Egwuatu, how-
ever, granted a relief for 
the respondents to give 
Adeyemi, who is currently 
in police custody, unhin-
dered access to him law-
yers.

The News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) reports that 
Adeyemi, through his law-
yer, had, in the suit, sued 
the Attorney-General of 
the Federation (AGF), the 
Inspector-General (I-G) of 
Police (IGP), Nigeria Police 
Force and Assistant-In-
spector General of Police 
as 1st to 4th respondents 
respectively.

In the suit signed by 
another lawyer, Ademola 
Oyedokun, the alleged 
fake DG sought six reliefs.

Adeyemi urged the 
court to admit him to 
bail, release him from de-
tention and allow him to 
seek medical attention 
from health practitioners 
of his own choice over his 
alleged ill health.

He also sought an or-
der restraining the police 
or any other officers or 
agents from interrogat-
ing him or directing him 
to make, adopt or sign 
any statement, save in 
the presence of a legal 
practitioner of his own 
choice.

He equally sought “an 
order that, for so long as 
the applicant remains in 
custody, the respondents 
do permit the applicant 
unimpeded access to legal 
practitioners of his own 
choosing at all reasonable 
hours.”

In his affidavit, Ad-
eyemi’s elder brother, 
Adeniyi Adebola, said the 
detainee was unable to at-
tend to the commissioner 
for oaths because of his 
detention.

NAN reports that 
the police, in a criminal 

port substitution, foreign 
exchange conservation and 
economic competitiveness.

 The experts spoke at the 
Lagos Economic Summit 
themed“The Real Deal: Afri-
ca's Greatest Investment Op-
portunity,” where they urged 
governments to implement 
policies that strengthen lo-
cal industries and accelerate 
economic diversification.

 President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Africa 
Finance Corporation (AFC), 
Samaila Zubairu, commend-
ed the Dangote Group's sus-
tained investments across 
Africa, describing them as 
critical to unlocking the con-

tinent's economic potential. 
He noted that while recent 
economic reforms have im-
proved foreign exchange 
stability, strengthened 
reserves and eased infla-
tionary pressures, the focus 
must now shift to growth in 
industry, productivity and 
employment.

 Also speaking, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Centre 
for the Promotion of Private 
Enterprise (CPPE), Muda 
Yusuf, said industrialisation 
remains the most effective 
path to sustainable econom-
ic development. He called 
for better alignment of 
trade and industrial policies, 

stressing that local manufac-
turers require strategic sup-
port to compete effectively 
and drive broader economic 
benefits.

 Founder and CEO of 
Nairametrics, Ugodre 
Obi-Chukwu, said Africa's 
growing population pres-
ents a significant industrial 
opportunity, noting that in-
vestments such as the Dan-
gote Refinery are helping to 
retain capital within the con-
tinent while strengthening 
local production capacity.

 In his keynote address, 
Managing Director of Finan-
cial Derivatives Company 
Limited, Bismarck Rewane, 

said Nigeria is gradually 
transitioning from a con-
sumption-led economy to 
one driven by investment 
and production. He added 
that sustained investments 
in productive sectors will 
continue to stimulate 
growth, create jobs and im-
prove living standards.

Participants at the sum-
mit also advocated stron-
ger credit infrastructure, 
improved national iden-
tification systems and in-
creased investment in skills 
development to enhance 
the productivity and global 
competitiveness of Africa's 
growing youth population.

charge marked: FHC/ABJ/
CR/562/2025, is presently 
prosecuting Adeyemi over 
allegations bordering on 
forgery, impersonation, 
among others, before an-
other brother judge, Jus-
tice Mohammed Umar.

Justice Umar had, in 
July, issued an arrest war-
rant against Adeyemi fol-
lowing his absence from 
scheduled proceedings.

The judge then fixed 
Sept. 30 for his arraign-
ment.

After the issuance of ar-
rest warrant, Adeyemi was 
later apprehended by the 
police and had been in 
custody, pending his ar-
raignment.

Meanwhile, when the 
civil case before Justice 
Obiora was called on 
Thursday, Abdulazeez, 
who appeared for Ad-
eyemi, moved the motion 
ex-parte.

After moving the ap-
plication, Justice Egwatu 
held that the requests for 
bail, medical attention and 
other reliefs could not be 
granted without hearing 
from the respondents.

The judge, however, 
granted Relief six, which 
mandated the AGF and 
the police to give Adeniyi 
unfettered access to his 
lawyers.

The judge also gave 
the respondents a 72-
hour ultimatum to show 
cause why the other reliefs 
sought by Adeniyi should 
not be granted.

The court consequent-
ly fixed Sept. 9 for the re-
spondents to show cause.

The police, in the crim-
inal charge, named Ad-
eyemi, “Femi Surname 
Unknown,” and “Anu Sur-
name Unknown” as the 
first to third defendants, 
respectively, over alleged 
forgery and imperson-
ation.

In the police processes 
before Justice Umar, the 
prosecution lined up sev-
eral witnesses, including 
the Chief of Staff to the 
President, Femi Gbajabi-
amila, alongside officials 
from the Office of the Ac-
countant-General of the 
Federation, etc, to give 
evidence in the case.

Investigators alleged 
that Adeyemi operated 
the purported agency 
from the Federal Secre-
tariat Complex in Abuja 
before his arrest.

Tinubu

Leading economists, 
financial experts and 
industry stakeholders 

have described the Dan-
gote Group's investments 

as major drivers of indus-
trialisation and economic 
transformation across Ni-
geria and Africa, citing their 
impact on job creation, im-

tutions suited to the conti-
nent’s realities.

 “I welcome the African 
Union’s announcement that 
the African Credit Rating 
Agency will officially launch 
on Oct. 7,” he said.

The President said his 
advocacy was driven by 
the need for credible, con-
text-sensitive institutions 
capable of accurately as-
sessing African economies 
and reforms.
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Fubara signs 2026 Rivers budget, says it’s ‘breath of fresh air’

Rivers State Governor, 
Siminalayi Fubara, has 
signed the much-antic-

ipated 2026 Appropriation 
Bill into law, describing the 
budget as a “breath of fresh 
air”.

The governor performed 
the exercise on Thursday at 
the State Executive Coun-
cil Chambers, Government 
House, Port Harcourt, the 
state capital.

He expressed optimism 
that the budget would ush-

er in a new phase of devel-
opment and cooperation in 
the state.

Fubara said his admin-
istration’s commitment 
remains focused on the 
progress and development 
of Rivers State, while assur-
ing the State Assembly of 
a cordial and cooperative 
relationship going forward.

The Rivers governor 
thanked God for making 
the occasion possible, de-
scribing it as the beginning 

Bauchi pledges to domesticate FG Almajiri and Tsangaya Commission Act

FG announces new date for youth confab, targets 360 delegates

Political parties must curb hate 

speech, cyberbullying — Yiaga 

Africa

Yiaga Africa has urged 
political parties to 
strengthen internal 

discipline and sanction 
members who engage in 
hate speech, cyberbullying 
and character assassination.

Mr Michael Ogunshola, 
Lagos State Focal Person, 
Yiaga Africa, made the call in 
an interview with the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) on 
Wednesday in Lagos.

Ogunshola said political 
parties had a responsibility 
to regulate the conduct of 
their members, candidates 
and supporters, particularly 
as political activities inten-
sified ahead of future elec-
tions.

He called for the adop-
tion and strict enforcement 
of internal codes of conduct 
that clearly defined un-
acceptable language and 
behaviour during political 
campaigns.

According to him, such 
codes should contain spe-
cific sanctions for violations 
to ensure that members un-
derstood the consequences 
of engaging in abusive, de-
famatory or inflammatory 
conduct.

“Every political party 
should have a well-defined 
code of conduct stating the 
sanctions that will be im-
posed on any member who 
violates the rules.

“If members, followers or 
candidates are sanctioned 
for engaging in these ac-
tivities, the menace will 
be drastically reduced,” he 
said.

Ogunshola said political 
parties should also clear-
ly define what constitutes 
abusive language and en-
sure that campaign mes-
sages focus on policies and 
programmes rather than 
personal attacks.

He said political com-
munication should allow 
candidates to present their 
plans and explain how 
they intended to address 
issues affecting citizens, 
rather than resorting to 
insults or attacks against 
opponents.

“All campaign messag-
es should be policy-based 
rather than based on insults.

“Our democracy has 
gone beyond one party in-
sulting the other. What we 

need to know is what you 
have for the people,” he said.

The Yiaga Africa official 
said character assassination 
could have consequences 
beyond the electoral period, 
noting that inflammatory 
campaigns could damage 
relationships and create di-
visions that persisted after 
elections.

He urged political parties 
to require their officials, can-
didates and supporters to 
sign campaign guidelines 
and commit themselves to 
respecting them through-
out the electoral process.

Ogunshola also called for 
stronger internal account-
ability, stressing that party 
rules should apply equally 
to all members regardless 
of their political influence 
or position.

He said political lead-
ers, including senators 
and other public officials, 
should not be exempted 
from accountability when 
they made defamatory or 
inflammatory statements.

“Political parties must be 
able to call their members 
to order, irrespective of their 
status. The rules should ap-
ply to everybody,” he said.

He further urged parties 
to suspend or expel mem-
bers who used hate speech 
to mobilise online mobs 
against political opponents.

According to him, the 
widespread use of social 
media has made it easier 
for offensive and provoca-
tive messages to reach large 
audiences within a short 
period.

He said the activities of 
online trolls and supporters 
could amplify inflammatory 
messages, deepen political 
divisions and undermine 
public confidence in the 
democratic process.

He urged political par-
ties to take responsibility 
for the conduct of their 
members and supporters 
online, rather than allowing 
offensive content to spread 
unchecked.

He also called for great-
er collaboration among 
political parties, securi-
ty agencies, civil society 
organisations and other 
stakeholders to tackle hate 
speech, misinformation and 
cyberbullying.

LUKA YELMI, BAUCHI

The Bauchi State Gov-
ernment has pledged 
to domesticate the 

Federal Government’s Act 
establishing the National 
Commission for Almajiri and 
Out-of-School Children Edu-
cation, NCAOOSCE, describ-
ing it as critical to achieving 
zero out-of-school children 
in the state.

The pledge was made 
on Thursday during a stake-
holder engagement orga-
nized by the Bauchi State 
Ministry of Education in col-
laboration with NCAOOSCE. 
Traditional rulers, Islamic 
scholars, government offi-
cials and civil society groups 
attended the meeting in 

Bauchi.
Commissioner for Educa-

tion, Hon. Abdulkadir Mo-
hammed, said the admin-
istration of Governor Bala 
Mohammed had already 
invested heavily in educa-
tion and would align with 
the federal policy by estab-
lishing a state Almajiri and 
Tsangaya Commission.

“No child will be left be-
hind under this administra-
tion. We will domesticate 
the federal policy and put 
structures in place to ensure 
every child in Bauchi has 
access to quality education 
and skills,” Mohammed said.

The Federal Government, 
through the Minister of Ed-
ucation, Prof. Tunji Alausa, 
urged states to urgently 

align with NESRI and four 
key policies covering Al-
majiri education, data and 
digitization, and alternative 
learning pathways.

Dr. Balarabe Shehu Ka-
kalle, Special Adviser to the 
Minister, who delivered the 
message, commended Bau-
chi for the pledge. 

“Bauchi is setting a mod-
el for other states. Under the 
new framework, children 
in Tsangaya and Almajiri 
schools are formally rec-
ognised as students with 
pathways to formal educa-
tion, skills and self-reliance,” 
Kakalle said.

Speaking on behalf of 
NCAOOSCE Executive Sec-
retary, Dr. Muhammad Sani 
Idris, Director Halliru Musa 

Halliru said the Commis-
sion has enrolled more than 
700,000 children nation-
wide as part of its “zero out-
of-school children” target.

He said NCAOOSCE has 
developed a 10-year Stra-
tegic Plan 2025–2035 and 
the National Policy on the 
Enhancement of Almajiri 
Education, which formally 
integrates Tsangaya ed-
ucation into the national 
system.

“We are not discarding 
tradition, we are building 
bridges between Tsangaya 
and modern education,” 
Halliru said. “Our approach 
is clear: literacy, numeracy, 
skills and inclusive learning, 
while preserving our reli-
gious and cultural values.”

The Federal Government 
has fixed October for 
the national youth 

conference, with at least 360 
delegates expected to attend 
from across the country.

Recall that on October 1, 
2024, President Bola Tinubu 
announced plans to convene 
a 30-day national youth con-
ference.

Although he did not 
specify a date at the time, 
the federal government 
said the conference would 
commence in the first week 
of February 2025, with 
three weeks of grassroots 
engagement, followed by a 
one-week meeting of youth 
delegates in Abuja.

However, the conference 
did not take place as planned, 
and Tinubu later inaugurated 
a 44-member planning com-
mittee in March 2025, while 
an official registration portal 
for the confab was launched 
in June.

In a statement issued on 
Wednesday, Olubunmi Olu-
sanya, permanent secretary 
of the ministry of youth de-
velopment and chairman 
of the planning committee, 
said the conference would 
now be held over two weeks 
in October.

Olusanya said the con-
ference is designed to move 
youth engagement beyond 
consultation to meaningful 

participation in national de-
velopment.

“It will bring togeth-
er young Nigerians from 
across the country and the 
diaspora to identify chal-
lenges, propose practical 
solutions and develop ac-
tionable recommendations 
for government and other 
relevant institutions,” the 
statement reads.

He said the two-week pro-
gramme will begin with a na-
tionwide virtual consultation 
open to Nigerians aged 18-
35, including those in the di-
aspora, during which youths 
are expected to submit mem-
oranda and policy proposals 
via an online portal.

“The second week will fea-
ture the physical conference 
in Abuja, with one youth del-
egate representing each of 
Nigeria’s 360 federal constitu-
encies, alongside six diaspora 
delegates, stakeholders and 
observers,” he said.

Olusanya said the pro-
gramme will feature dis-
cussions on governance, 
leadership and political par-
ticipation; economic trans-
formation, entrepreneurship 
and job creation; education 
and skills for the future; tech-
nology, innovation and dig-
ital transformation; climate 
change and energy transi-
tion; and social cohesion and 
security.

Rivers State Governor, Siminalayi Fubara, when he signed the ₦1.84 trillion 2026 Appropriation Bill into law on Thursday at the Government 
House in Port Harcourt, describing the development as “a breath of fresh air” for the state.

of a healthy relationship 
between the executive and 
legislative arms of govern-
ment.

He also acknowledged 
the role of the former Rivers 
State Governor and Minister 
of the FCT, Nyesom Wike, in 
facilitating the meeting and 
the progress that culminat-
ed in the passage and sign-
ing of the budget.

While presenting the 

budget to the governor for 
assent, the Majority Leader 
of the Rivers State House of 
Assembly, Major Jack, de-
scribed the appropriation 
bill as an ambitious budget.

Jack said the Rivers As-
sembly had subjected the 
estimates to thorough scru-
tiny, with the best of inten-
tions, in the expectation that 
the budget would deliver 
the desired growth and de-

velopment for the state.
In his address, the Speak-

er of the Rivers State Assem-
bly, Martin Amaewhule, 
disclosed that the budget 
figure was not passed ex-
actly as presented by the 
Governor, following the law-
makers’ decision to review 
downward the proposed ₦6 
billion allocation to PAMO 
University of Medical Sci-
ences, a private university 

where Rivers indigenes have 
been receiving scholarships 
from the state government 
since the previous adminis-
tration.

Amaewhule said the al-
location was reduced, with 
part of the funds reassigned 
to the State Primary Health-
care Development Board, af-
ter the management of the 
institution failed to provide 
satisfactory explanations on 
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Flooding: FCTA begins desilting of drains, warns 

against vandalism, illegal structures

NASWAMSA DG appeals to residents over massive post-sanitation waste evacuation

Kaduna ALGON salutes Uba Sani over enhanced pay for traditional rulers

B Y  F R A N C I S  N A N S A K 
L A F I A

The Director General 
Nasarawa State Waste 
Management and 

Sanitation Authority (NAS-
WAMSA), Hon. Mohamed 
Bello Isa, has appealed to 
residents of Lafia, Karu and 
other urban centres across 
the state to remain patient 
as the Authority intensifies 
the evacuation of the huge 

volume of waste generat-
ed during the end-of-the-
month Environmental San-
itation Exercise.

According to him as it is  
usually experienced after 
every monthly sanitation ex-
ercise, residents bring large 
quantities of refuse to both 
designated and, unfortu-
nately, undesignated waste 
collection points.

"This month is not ex-
empted, as an unusually 

high volume of waste was 
deposited across several lo-
cations, creating enormous 
pressure on the Authority's 
waste evacuation operations.

The DG made the appeal 
on behalf the NASWAMSA 
management on Thursday 
as ongoing evacuation across 
some major cities of the state 
is being carried out.

He added that under the 
purposeful leadership of 
his administration work will 

not be stand down but  im-
mediate commencement of 
emergency evacuation of 
the accumulated waste and  
simultaneous sustaining its 
routine waste collection ser-
vices across Lafia, Mararaba, 
Masaka and other commu-
nities within the state is a 
priority.

He explained that the 
current exercise is extensive 
and requires continuous 

deployment of personnel, 
waste collection trucks and 
operational equipment to 
clear all affected locations 
and transport the waste to 
approved final disposal sites. 
Despite these challenges, 
dedicated staff of the Au-
thority remain committed 
to restoring cleanliness in all 
communities.

"NASWAMSA acknowl-
edges the concerns and 
complaints from residents 

in areas where evacuation is 
still ongoing and assures the 
public that no community 
will be abandoned.

"All identified waste col-
lection points have been 
captured in the Authority's 
operational schedule and will 
be attended to as quickly as 
logistics permit.

"Let me therefore appeal 
to Resident to exercise pa-
tience and cooperate with 
waste evacuation teams.

G A B R I E L  U D E H ,  K A -
D U N A

The Association of Local 
Governments of Nige-
ria (ALGON), Kaduna 

State chapter, has com-
mended Governor Uba Sani 
for approving enhanced re-
muneration for traditional 
rulers across the state.

The association said the 
approval covers paramount 
rulers, including Emirs and 
Chiefs, as well as district and 
village heads, describing the 
decision as a boost to the 
traditional institution and 

its role in promoting peace, 
security and grassroots de-
velopment.

In a statement issued by 
its chairman, Sheikh Jamilu 
Abubakar Albani, said tradi-
tional rulers remained indis-
pensable partners in gover-
nance and served as a vital 
link between government 
and the people.

According to ALGON, 
the improved remunera-
tion would further moti-
vate traditional leaders and 
strengthen their capacity to 
support intelligence gath-
ering, conflict resolution, 

C H U K W U E M E K E 
I W E L U N M O

Sixteen million children 
across 11 participat-
ing states in northern 

Nigeria have been reached 
through the Safety and 
Antimicrobial Resistance 
of Mass Administration of 
Azithromycin in Children 
1–59 Months in Nigeria 
(SARMAAN) programme.

This major milestone 
demonstrates what be-
comes possible when 
evidence, government 
leadership, community 
engagement, frontline de-
livery, and rigorous safety 
monitoring work together 
around a shared child-sur-
vival objective.

This milestone is more 
apparent as Nigeria's own 
health indicators show slow 
but real progress: under-five 
mortality has fallen from 
132 to 102 deaths per 1,000 
live births between the 
2018 Nigeria Demographic 
and Health Survey and the 
2023–24 survey.

This progress can be 
directly attributed to im-
provements in immuniza-
tion coverage, exclusive 
breastfeeding, antenatal 
care attendance, skilled 
birth attendance, and 
treatment-seeking for 
childhood illness. At 102 
deaths per 1,000 live births, 
Nigeria still remains more 
than four times above the 
Sustainable Development 
Goal target of 25 per 1,000 
live births, underscoring 
why delivery models capa-
ble of working at scale, like 
SARMAAN's, are drawing 
close attention.

Reaching millions of 
young lives is an import-
ant achievement. Doing so 
while maintaining systems 
for safety monitoring, data 
collection, supervision, and 
scientific evaluation pro-
vides a deeper contribution 
to the evidence needed to 
inform future child-survival 
policy and practice.

For Professor Oliver Eze-
chi, Lead Investigator of 
SARMAAN and Director of 
Research at the Nigerian 
Institute of Medical Re-
search (NIMR), this combi-
nation of implementation 
and evidence is central to 

the project’s value. “What 
the data from SARMAAN 
shows is that safety mon-
itoring and antimicrobial 
resistance surveillance can 
be built directly into a mass 
drug administration proj-
ect at scale, not layered on 
afterward,” he noted. “The 
experience demonstrates 
that rigorous science and 
large-scale delivery do not 
have to compete; they can 
strengthen one another.”

The project has been 
largely successful through 
a combination of efforts to 
reach young boys and girls 
where they live, reliant on 
caregivers having sufficient 
information and confidence 
to allow trained personnel 
into their communities and 
homes.

Pediatrician and SAR-
MAAN Champion Dr. Zain-
ab Shinkafi-Bagudu empha-
sized that each child's health 
outcome is determined by 
how effectively their needs 
are met by the systems sur-
rounding and supporting 
them. “Reaching young 
people at this scale requires 
health workers, caregivers, 
communities, and govern-
ment systems to work to-
gether. True equity is when 
an intervention can reach 
all children, regardless of 
where they live,” she said.

SARMAAN implementa-
tion has relied heavily on 
community engagement, 
mobilisation, and frontline 
delivery alongside state 
leadership and coordina-
tion. Repeated rounds of 
implementation have rein-
forced an important lesson: 
communities are not simply 
recipients of public health 
interventions; they are part-
ners that jointly decide the 
fate of these interventions 
in their localities.

In Jigawa State, First 
Lady and SARMAAN Cham-
pion Her Excellency Hadiza 
Umar Namadi reflected on 
the importance of that re-
lationship. “The numbers 
are important, but behind 
them are mothers, caregiv-
ers, and communities who 
have opened their doors 
and placed their trust in the 
people delivering this inter-
vention,” she noted. “Sus-
taining that trust requires 
continuous engagement.

peaceful coexistence and 
community mobilisation.

ALGON noted that im-
proved welfare for traditional 
rulers would also contribute 
to efforts to address securi-
ty challenges and promote 
peace and harmony across 
the 23 local government ar-
eas of the state.

It commended Sani for 
his efforts to strengthen 
the relevance of tradition-
al institutions as partners 
in the administration’s 
peace-building and devel-
opment agenda.

The association, on behalf 

of the 23 local government 
councils, pledged contin-
ued collaboration with the 
state government and other 
stakeholders towards consol-
idating peace, security, good 
governance and sustainable 
grassroots development.

ALGON also urged tradi-
tional rulers to reciprocate 
the gesture by strengthen-
ing their collaboration with 
local government councils 
and other relevant agencies 
in promoting peaceful co-
existence, security and the 
overall development of the 
state.

S T E P H E N  G B A D A -
M O S I ,  I B A D A N

The Federal Capital 
Territory Administra-
tion (FCTA) has com-

menced a city-wide desilt-
ing of drainage channels 
following heavy torrential 
rainfalls that triggered flash 
floods across parts of the 
nation’s capital.

Inspecting the ongoing 
clearance operations along 
the Airport Expressway on 
Thursday, the Acting Execu-
tive Secretary of the Federal 
Capital Development Au-
thority (FCDA), Mr. Richard 
Dauda, said the exercise was 
directed by the FCT Minis-
ter, Mr. Nyesom Wike.

The directive followed 
a flash flood that flooded 

the Airport Expressway on 
Tuesday.

According to Dauda, the 
effort was to mitigate flood 
risks during the peak of the 
rainy season.

Dauda noted that while 
recent downpours aligned 
with earlier meteorologi-
cal warnings and climate 
change trends, the Abuja 
Master Plan inherently rec-
ognised certain areas, in-
cluding the Airport Express-
way axis, as flood plains.

He assured residents that 
while resilient infrastructure 
was originally built to han-
dle high water volumes, hu-
man activities had severely 
compromised its efficiency.

“Some of these drainage 
facilities over time have 
been silted. Part of the cause 

is residents dumping refuse 
into drainage channels.

“When rain falls, it wash-
es down polythene bags, 
waste, and even large ob-
jects that block the outlets,” 
he said.

Dauda highlighted two 
major human factors ag-
gravating the flash floods: 
Illegal development and 
widespread infrastructure 
vandalism.

Exposing a major choke 
point along the express-
way, Dauda pointed to 
a triple-cell box culvert 
meant to discharge a 
powerful stream flowing 
from the Galadima Round-
about.

He explained that a pri-
vate developer had illegally 
constricted the waterway 

further downstream by con-
structing retaining walls to 
expand a personal plot.

“What that causes is that 
the volume of water that 
ought to pass no longer 
passes, causing detention, 
backflow, and eventual 
flooding.

“To restore adequate dis-
charge capacity, we must re-
move the structures built by 
this developer,” he said.

Dauda also decried the 
theft of metal gully inlet 
covers by vandals, which 
allows large debris to flow 
directly into underground 
drains instead of being 
sieved at the surface.

“When vandals steal 
these covers, it’s like stealing 
from yourself as a taxpayer,” 
he remarked.

Inspector-General of Police Olatunji Rilwan Disu, presenting cheques worth ₦2.317 billion to 2,971 beneficiaries and next-of-kin of police 
officers who died in active service.
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W O L E  O L A OY E

When the king of Afrobeat, Fela An-
ikulapo-Kuti, died on 2 August, 
1997, the world stood still. He had 

conquered the music world from Africa, re-
inventing African jazz in his own unique way 
and wielding his lyrics as a weapon of social 
emancipation.

Michael Jackson’s death on 25 June, 2009, 
also shook the world, especially considering 
that he was at the height of his glory and 
only 50 years old. The King of Pop redefined 
the concept of dancing, revolutionising 
James Brown’s electric moves with a touch 
of the extraterrestrial.

Famous Deaths
The revolving door between mortality 

and the hereafter has hosted many notable 
passers-through in the last 15 years: Amy 
Winehouse, 2011; Whitney Houston, 2012; 
BB King, 2015; Prince, 2016; David Bowie, 
2016; George Michael, 2016; Chuck Berry, 
2017; Don Williams, 2017; Aretha Franklin, 
2018; Hugh Masekela, 2018; Manu Dibango, 
2020; Eddie Van Halen, 2020; Kenny Rogers, 
2020; Tina Turner, 2023; Quincy Jones, 2024.

Star-studded as the modern music scene 
has been, it will be hard to find another 
contemporary songwriter with as much 
cross-cultural and trans-ideological appeal 
as the woman who combined intense Chris-
tian faith with folksy fellow-feeling and a 
perpetual investment in everlasting youth. 
Her name was Dolly Parton.

In all, she wrote an estimated 3,000+ 
songs throughout a career that lasted a 
little over six decades. Out of her massive 
output, she has officially recorded and re-
leased around 450 to 500 of her own com-
positions, including such iconic tracks as “I 
Will Always Love You” (later famously redone 
by Whitney Houston), “Jolene”, “Coat of Many 
Colors”, and “9 to 5”. Twenty-five years ago, in 
2001, she was inducted into the Songwriters 
Hall of Fame in recognition of her prolific 
songwriting output.

I am always fascinated by the lives of ce-
lebrities who were so rich they had more 
than money. What coursed through my 
mind when the announcement of Parton’s 
death hit the airwaves was the great exam-
ple of generosity she left for the world to 
emulate in a remarkable life.

Philanthropy
Dolly Parton’s philanthropic record in-

cludes a wide range of charitable initiatives, 
donations, and direct community support. 
Her Imagination Library, which was founded 
in 1995 in honour of her father, mails free, 
high-quality books monthly to children from 
birth until age five. It has so far distributed 
over 300 million books across the United 
States, Canada, the UK, Ireland, and Austra-
lia.

In 2020, she donated $1 million to the 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, which 
directly helped fund the development of 
the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. She raised 
$700,000 to assist communities affected 
by the 2021 Tennessee floods. In 2024, she 
donated $1 million personally, matched by 
another $1 million from her Dollywood busi-
nesses, to assist disaster relief across East 
Tennessee.

She made donations towards education-
al support and high school retention, em-

ployee scholarships for higher education, 
paediatric cancer research, and wildlife 
conservation of bald eagles and reinvested 
earnings — including royalties from songs 
like “I Will Always Love You” — into local busi-
ness properties and historic districts to sup-
port community economic development.

She was the home girl who ensured that 
the ordinary folk in her environment shared 
in her fortune. If that is the only lesson the 
world can learn from her, it would still have 
been a remarkable one. But her entire life it-
self was a grass-to-grace poem packaged in 
a curvy, buxom, mannequin-perfect visage.

Cosmetic Surgeries
Perhaps the only vanity she permitted 

herself was her insistence on physical per-
fection, which made her undergo plastic sur-
gery several times to spruce up her looks. 
She viewed cosmetic enhancement as an 
ongoing maintenance routine, famously jok-
ing, “If I see something sagging, dragging, or 
bagging, I’m going to go get it stuck, tucked, 
or plucked.”

Ever candid in a childlike manner, she 
had admitted to doing facelifts, blepharo-
plasty (eyelid surgery), breast implants/lifts, 
liposuction, and excess skin removal aside 
from non-surgical procedures like Botox 
injections, dermal fillers, and lip collagen 
injections.

She was so light-hearted about it, quip-
ping, “I may look fake, but I’m real where it 
counts.”

Her heart was where it counted. For al-
most 60 years, she was married to Carl Dean, 
an extremely reclusive man who ran an as-
phalt-paving business and preferred rock to 
country music. He rarely appeared in public, 
leading to persistent tabloid urban legends 
that he didn’t actually exist. They had no bi-
ological children.

She had enough love to share with the 
rest of humanity, and that is why, without 
ever having the benefit of personal contact, 
this writer, born into a different race half a 
world away, feels we must imbibe the deep-
er lessons of a life so richly blessed and so 
massively charitable.

Relatable Narratives
I make bold to say that her most popular 

song across all faiths in Nigeria is “Coat of 
Many Colors” because it vividly illustrates 
themes of poverty, love, and resilience. 
Interestingly but not surprisingly, it was a 
biographical song. Dolly was the fourth of 
12 children born to Avie Lee and Robert 
Lee Parton who lived in a tiny, two-room 
log cabin on Locust Ridge in Sevier County, 
Tennessee, without electricity and running 
water.

Robert Lee Parton was a sharecropper 
and tobacco farmer who also worked con-
struction jobs while his wife managed the 
household, cooked meals from basic staples, 
and made clothes for the children. Cash was 
always a problem, so much so that Dolly’s 
father paid the doctor who delivered her 
with a sack of cornmeal.

“Coat of Many Colors,” therefore, did not 
drop from the sky. It was a lived experience. 
In a world where about 1.1 billion people live 
in acute multidimensional poverty across 
developing countries, the song resonated 
well. Parton was vocalising the sentiments 
of the wretched of the earth, irrespective of 
geographical location.

Hello, God!

Prioritise Nigeria’s 

security challenges

Nigeria, a nation teeming with potential 
and vibrant human capital, finds itself 
increasingly crippled by a deepening 

security crisis that threatens its very founda-
tion. What began as a regional insurgency in 
the North-East has presently metastasized 
into a hydra-headed monster, manifesting 
as ubiquitous banditry, mass kidnapping, 
farmer-herder clashes, and separatist agi-
tations across all six geopolitical zones. The 
sheer scale and multi-dimensional nature 
of these threats are not merely an incon-
venience; they are actively unraveling the 
social contract between the state and its 
citizens, who, as guaranteed by the 1999 
Constitution, deserve safety and security.

The recent reported statistics—with hun-
dreds of thousands of lives lost and millions 
displaced due to violence in a single year—
paint a grim picture of a country under siege. 
The terror is no longer confined to remote 
forests; it is knocking on the doors of schools, 
highways, and even capital cities. This state 
of perpetual fear has devastating economic 
and social consequences: farmers abandon 
their fields, fueling a catastrophic food in-
flation crisis; foreign and local investments 
flee a volatile landscape; and the collective 
psychological well-being of the populace is 
severely damaged.

While military force is necessary, the Fed-
eral Government's response has historically 
been overly reliant on kinetic approaches 
that address the symptoms, not the disease. 
The crisis is not purely military; it is funda-
mentally a crisis of governance, develop-
ment, and social justice.

The roots of this widespread insecurity 
are deeply embedded. Poverty and ram-
pant youth unemployment create a vast 
pool of alienated individuals susceptible 
to recruitment by criminal and extremist 
groups. When legitimate pathways to suc-
cess are blocked, the 'business' of crime—
be it banditry or kidnapping—becomes 
an attractive, albeit dangerous, enterprise. 
This is compounded by elite manipulation 
of ethnic and religious differences, which 
exploits communal fault lines for political 
gain, turning neighbour against neighbour, 
particularly in the escalating farmer-herder 
conflicts.

The weakness of the security apparatus 
itself—marred by corruption, poor fund-
ing, inadequate equipment, and a lack of 

modern intelligence-gathering capacity—
allows perpetrators to operate with near-to-
tal impunity. A porous border system also 
facilitates the easy flow of arms and foreign 
fighters into the country, escalating the so-
phistication of criminal gangs.

Stemming the tide requires a radical shift 
from a reactive, military-centric model to a 
holistic, proactive security and development 
strategy led by the Federal Government.

The government must aggressively target 
the financial networks that sustain insecuri-
ty. This means tracking and freezing ransom 
payments and illicit profits from oil bunker-
ing and mining. The political will to prose-
cute the powerful networks and individuals 
who profit from chaos, regardless of their 
status or connections, is non-negotiable.

The long-term solution lies in economic 
empowerment. The Federal Government 
must roll out genuine, massive job creation 
and vocational training programs for youth 
across all regions. This must be paired with 
land reform and community mediation 
efforts to resolve farmer-herder conflicts, 
protecting agricultural livelihoods and en-
suring food security. The focus must be on 
lifting millions out of poverty and providing 
a viable alternative to crime.

While increasing the budget for security 
is crucial, the funds must be used transpar-
ently and effectively to train, equip, and 
motivate personnel. This includes embrac-
ing advanced surveillance and intelligence 
technology to predict and preempt attacks, 
rather than simply responding after the fact.

The recent threats by the US President, 
Donald Trump should, therefore, be seen 
as a wakeup call for the political will to be 
summoned by the Executive arm of gov-
ernment. Nobody is above the law and 
none, no matter how highly-placed, should 
be spared in the fight to let Nigeria regain 
her peace.

Nigeria's leadership must understand 
that national security is not just about the 
state’s survival; it is about the survival of its 
citizens. By addressing the twin scourges of 
poverty and impunity, supported by strate-
gic security reform, can the Federal Govern-
ment begin to rebuild the damaged thread 
of trust and pull the nation back from the 
precipice. The time for half-measures and 
rhetoric is over; the future of the republic 
depends on courageous, decisive action.

“

”

The recent threats by the US 
President, Donald Trump should, 
therefore, be seen as a wakeup call 
for the political will to be summoned 
by the Executive arm of government. 
Nobody is above the law and none, 
no matter how highly-placed, should 
be spared in the fight to let Nigeria 
regain her peace
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Kaduna traditional rulers’ salaries, reviewed, security allowances approved – Gov Sani

Crush emerging threats, protect Plateau’s peace, 

Mutfwang orders security agencies

Jigawa varsity issues 

two-week strike 

ultimatum

The Academic Staff 
Union of Universities 
(ASUU), Sule Lami-

do University Kafin Hausa 
(SLUK) branch, has issued a 
two-week ultimatum to the 
Jigawa State Government to 
implement the new univer-
sity salary structure or face 
a full-scale industrial action.

The threat was contained 
in a press release dated 1 
September, and signed by 
the ASUU-SLUK chairperson, 
Idris Chiromawa.

According to the union, 
members had exercised pa-
tience while operating under 
lower pay for roughly seven 
months following the ap-
proved new salary package.

ASUU-SLUK noted that 
while several other state-
owned universities across 
the country have since imple-
mented the agreement, the 
Jigawa State Government 
has continuously delayed 
the process.

The union said despite 
sending three formal let-
ters to the Commissioner 
for Higher Education, Yusif 
Chamo, the Speaker of the 
House of Assembly, Haruna 
Aliyu, and engaging respect-
ed community leaders, its ap-
peals for dialogue have been 
met with silence.

ASUU criticised the oper-
ational failures of the state’s 
Integrated Payroll and Per-
sonnel Management System 
(IPPMS).

The union described the 
platform as ineffective, in-
compatible with university 
operations, and requested 
an immediate exemption in 
compliance with university 
law.

The union outlined its 
primary demands, which 
include: immediate imple-
mentation of the ASUU-Fed-

eral Government agreement 
and full payment of accrued 
arrears from January 2026 to 
date.

There is also the exemp-
tion of the institution from 
the IPPMS platform to ac-
commodate university pe-
culiarities and immediate 
remittance of all unremitted 
third-party salary deduc-
tions, alongside the release 
of the 2024/2025 Earned 
Academic Allowance (EAA).

Others are settlement of 
selective responsibility al-
lowances, annual increments 
withheld since 2023, and pro-
motion arrears owed to staff 
(including the professorial 
cadre) since 2024.

“A review of the state 
government’s decision to 
deduct 0.7 per cent from the 
statutory 2 per cent Local 
Government contribution 
to the university, urging 
sustainable funding solu-
tions for sister institutions 
instead.”

ASUU said it has exhaust-
ed all peaceful and admin-
istrative channels for con-
structive dialogue.

“Should the Government 
fail to address these issues 
at the expiration of the two-
week ultimatum, the union 
would be left with no option 
but to embark on a strike,” 
the statement read.

The two-week ultimatum, 
which took effect on 1 Sep-
tember, 2026, is set to expire 
mid-September, leaving aca-
demic activities at the state-
owned university hanging in 
the balance.

However, in its response, 
the state government stat-
ed that the two-week ul-
timatum issued by ASUU 
was the result of a commu-
nication gap between both 
parties.

2027: Nasarawa Deputy Speaker predicts landslide victory for Tinubu, Wadada

The Deputy Speaker, 
Nasarawa State House 
of Assembly, Muham-

mad Oyanki, has expressed 
optimism that President 
Bola Tinubu would win a 
second term in 2027 with a 
landslide victory.

He also said that the APC 
governorship candidate in 
Nasarawa State, Sen. Ahmed 
Aliyu-Wadada, would emerge 
victorious in the general elec-
tions.

The lawmaker stated 

G A B R I E L  U D E H ,  K A -
D U N A

Kaduna State Governor, 
Uba Sani has approved 
an upward review of 

salaries and allowances for 
Emirs, Chiefs, District Heads 
and Village Heads across Ka-
duna state.

In a statement announc-
ing the approval on Wednes-
day, made available on 
Thursday, the Commissioner 
of Information and Culture, 
Malam Ahmed Maiyaki dis-
closed that the upward re-
view covers traditional rulers 
across the three senatorial 
districts.

The statement quoted 
the Commissioner of Local 
Government Affairs, Alhaji 
Sadiq Mamman Lagos as 
saying that the review is 
aimed at improving their 
welfare and strengthening 
their capacity to effectively 
discharge their responsibil-

ities at the grassroots.
Maiyaki said that the LG 

affairs Commissioner further 
announced that Governor 
Uba Sani has approved 
monthly security allowanc-
es for all 35 Emirates and 
Chiefdoms in Kaduna State, 
effective from 1st Septem-
ber 2026.

The statement said that 
the security allowance is 
to strengthen grassroots 
intelligence gathering and 
support security agencies 
in tackling crime and other 
security threats.

Mamman Lagos also 
said the measures demon-
strated the administration’s 
recognition of traditional in-
stitutions as indispensable 
partners in grassroots gover-
nance, peace-building, con-
flict resolution and security.

“Our traditional rulers are 
the custodians of our com-
munities and a critical link 
between government and 

this on Wednesday in Lafia 
while hosting a socio-politi-
cal group, “G-13 for Wadada 
and Oyanki,” from Doma Lo-
cal Government Area of the 
state.

Oyanki, who is the APC 
candidate for Doma North 
Constituency, observed that 
President Tinubu’s develop-
mental strides would earn 
him a second term in 2027.

The deputy speaker ap-
preciated the group for the 
visit, solidarity, and endorse-

ment, while assuring them of 
his support at all times.

“I want to call on you to 
continue to mobilise grass-
roots support for His Excel-
lency, President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, Sen. Ahmed Aliyu 
Wadada, our APC governor-
ship candidate, and all other 
APC candidates.

“By the grace of God, 
come 2027, President Tinu-
bu will be re-elected and 
Sen. Wadada will win the 
governorship election in 

the state.
“The APC-led govern-

ment’s achievements are 
there for everybody to see, 
and our achievements will 
earn victory for APC come 
2027,” he said.

The deputy speaker said 
the APC was a party to watch 
out for and a party to beat in 
2027.

He advised the visitors to 
remain law-abiding and to 
engage in peaceful and is-
sues-based campaign.

Plateau State Governor, 
Caleb Mutfwang, has 
convened a meet-

ing of the State Security 
Council, directing security 
agencies to strengthen 
intelligence gathering, in-
ter-agency collaboration 
and preventive operations 
to safeguard lives and 
property across the state.

The meeting, held at 
the New Government 
House, Little Rayfield, Jos, 
on Wednesday, brought 
together the Deputy Gov-
ernor, heads of security and 
law enforcement agencies, 
the Gbong Gwom Jos, Da. 
Jacob Gyang Buba, and 
other top government of-
ficials.

The council reviewed 
emerging security threats, 
recent attacks in some 
communities, intelligence 

sharing and preventive 
strategies aimed at ensur-
ing that residents, visitors 
and businesses can operate 
in a safe and secure envi-
ronment.

Speaking after the meet-
ing, the Commissioner of 
Police, Plateau State Com-
mand, CP Ayodeji Faniyan, 
said the meeting was part 
of the governor’s periodic 
assessment of the security 
situation and his determina-
tion to strengthen existing 
measures.

Faniyan, who described 
Mutfwang as the Chief Secu-
rity Officer of the state, said 
the council was convened to 
identify security gaps and 
take necessary steps to pre-
vent a recurrence of recent 
incidents.

 “His Excellency Governor 
Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang 

is the Chief Security Officer 
of the state, and once in a 
while, we review the secu-
rity situation. We assess the 
security situation in order 
to take steps to improve on 
what we already have,” he 
said.

The police commissioner 
described the recent attacks 
in Mangu as unfortunate, 
saying the incident was one 
of the issues that informed 
the governor’s decision to 
convene the security coun-
cil.

 “The Mangu case was 
very unfortunate. We pre-
pared and deployed, but 
somehow, such incidents 
still occurred. That is part of 
why His Excellency called 
this meeting so that such 
must not happen again,” 
Faniyan said.

He disclosed that security 

agencies had made arrests 
in connection with some of 
the major attacks record-
ed in the state in the past 
month, adding that inves-
tigations were ongoing to 
identify other suspects and 
establish their roles.

“We have some arrests; 
investigation is ongoing. We 
are not investigating in iso-
lation. We are collaborating 
with all the other agencies 
up to the national level. We 
are still going after some 
suspects, and we are doing 
a lot of technological analy-
sis,” he said.

Faniyan assured residents 
that security agencies had 
received the governor’s 
marching orders and would 
intensify efforts to protect 
lives and property while re-
sponding swiftly to emerg-
ing threats.

The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), Uyo Operations Office, has presented Certificates of Participation to passing-out 
members of the NEMA/NYSC Emergency Management Volunteers (EMVs) in Ikot Ekpene and Uyo Local Government Areas of Akwa Ibom 
State.

the people. Their closeness 
to the grassroots places 
them in a strategic position 
to detect emerging threats, 
facilitate timely intelligence 
and resolve disputes before 
they escalate.

“With this enhanced sup-
port comes greater respon-
sibility. We expect our royal 
fathers to intensify their 
efforts in fostering peaceful 

coexistence, strengthening 
mutual trust and promoting 
harmony among the diverse 
ethnic and religious groups 
within their respective emir-
ates and chiefdoms,” he add-
ed.

The Commissioner for 
Information and Culture 
maintained that the ap-
provals further underscore 
Governor Uba Sani’s com-

mitment to strengthening 
traditional institutions and 
providing them with the 
necessary support to con-
tribute effectively to peace, 
security and development.

Maiyaki noted that tra-
ditional rulers remain an 
important bridge between 
government, security agen-
cies and communities, 
particularly in intelligence 

gathering, community en-
gagement and the promo-
tion of peaceful coexistence.

He urged residents to 
continue cooperating with 
traditional institutions and 
security agencies by provid-
ing timely and credible in-
formation to safeguard lives 
and property and ensure a 
safer and more prosperous 
state for all.

Across the states (North)
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T I T U S  A K H I G B E , 
B E N I N

The Ebonyi Zone of the 
NBM of Africa World-
wide has empowered 

four unemployed members 
with brand-new motorcy-
cles, in a move aimed at pro-
moting self-reliance, eco-
nomic independence and 
discouraging youths from 
engaging in social vices.

The empowerment exer-
cise, described by members 
of the humanitarian and 
Pan-African organisation 
as a celebration of hope, 
progress and renewed op-
portunities, was initiated by 
the President of the Ebonyi 
Zone, Chief Chika Joseph 
Nwangele.

Presenting the motor-
cycles to the beneficiaries, 
Nwangele said the gesture 
was part of his adminis-
tration’s commitment to 
translating leadership into 
tangible benefits for mem-
bers, rather than limiting 
empowerment to promises 
and rhetoric.

Speaking on behalf of 
the Worldwide President of 
NBM of Africa, Dr Charles 
Chimezie, at the ceremony, 
Nwangele said the motor-
cycles would enable the 
beneficiaries to engage in le-
gitimate transportation and 
other income-generating 
activities, thereby provid-
ing them with a sustainable 
means of livelihood.

He stressed that unem-
ployment should not be-
come a pathway to idleness 
or social vices, noting that 

empowering young people 
with productive opportu-
nities remained critical to 
building stronger families, 
communities and the na-
tion.

According to him, “When 
you build the youths, you 
build the entire communi-
ty and nation,” adding that 
the initiative was designed 
to provide members with 
practical opportunities to 
improve their livelihoods 
and become economically 
independent.

The Ebonyi Zonal Presi-
dent said the empowerment 
was also in line with the hu-
manitarian philosophy of 
NBM of Africa Worldwide, 
which he described as one 
of the cardinal objectives of 
the organisation under the 
leadership of Chimezie.

He said the Ebonyi Zone 
would continue to imple-
ment initiatives aimed at 
supporting members and 
reaching out to people in 
need, stressing that the or-
ganisation remained com-
mitted to improving lives 
through practical humani-
tarian interventions.

Nwangele urged mem-
bers to remain committed to 
personal development and 
productive ventures, saying 
collective progress could 
only be achieved when lead-
ers were willing to lift others 
and create opportunities for 
them to succeed.

He expressed optimism 
that the beneficiaries would 
justify the confidence re-
posed in them by using the 
motorcycles responsibly 

Oyo Environmental Vanguard apprehends 55 offenders

Oborevwori moves to boost Deltans’ purchasing power amid economic hardship

Unemployment: NBM 

of Africa empowers four 

with motorcycles in 

Ebonyi

Idris commends C’River Govt for repositioning 

Nigerian Chronicle

IDONGESIT INYANG, 
CALABAR

Minister of Information 
and National Orien-
tation, Mohamed 

Idris has remarked that the 
decision of the Cross River 
State Government to rebuild 
and reposition the Cross 
River State Newspaper Cor-
poration, publisher of the 
Nigerian Chronicle rather 
than allow it to disappear 
into history, deserves com-
mendation.

Idris said this in Calabar 
on Thursday, in his keynote 
address at the official com-
missioning of the new gov-
ernment printing press and 
reactivation of the remod-

elled State Newspaper, now 
the Cross River Information 
Hub.

According to the Infor-
mation Minister, commis-
sioning of a modern Gov-
ernment Printing Press even 
in a digital age, affords official 
documentation to remain in-
dispensable just as Laws, ga-
zettes, white papers, reports 
and other public records 
must be properly produced, 
secured and preserved.

While congratulating gov-
ernor Bassey Otu for giving 
the vital sector the attention 
it deserves, he stated that 
"Today is about much more 
than reopening a building or 
commissioning new equip-
ment. It is about restoring an 

STEPHEN GBADAMOSI, 
IBADAN

The Oyo State gov-
ernment has reiter-
ated its resolve not 

overlook environmental 
infractions, as the Ministry 
of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources, through its 
Environmental Vanguards, 
apprehended and secured 
the conviction of 55 offend-
ers in Ibadan in August.

The offenders were 
apprehended for various 
violations of the state’s en-
vironmental laws and were 
subsequently prosecuted 

and convicted in accor-
dance with the provisions 
of the law.

The state Commissioner 
for Environment and Nat-
ural Resources, Ademola 
Aderinto, stated that the 
development was part of 
the ministry’s intensified 
monitoring and enforce-
ment efforts towards en-
suring compliance with 
environmental regulations 
and sustaining a clean, 
healthy and habitable en-
vironment across the state.

The development was 
contained in a statement 
by the state Commissioner 

for Information, Prince Do-
tun Oyelade, on Thursday.

Aderinto reaffirmed the 
commitment of the state 
government to strength-
ening environmental en-
forcement, warning res-
idents, business owners 
and other stakeholders 
against activities capable 
of degrading the environ-
ment, stressing that envi-
ronmental laws ought to 
be obeyed by all.

The commissioner fur-
ther urged members of the 
public to support the gov-
ernment’s efforts by com-
plying with environmental 

regulations, adopting prop-
er waste disposal practices 
and promptly reporting en-
vironmental infractions to 
the appropriate authorities.

He stressed that open 
dumping and the dump-
ing of refuse on road me-
dians are strictly prohib-
ited in Oyo State, adding 
that all forms of refuse 
disposal must be carried 
out through accredited 
waste contractors directly 
from the source, in line with 
the state government’s ap-
proved waste management 
system.

institution."
He added that Gov Otu 

is preserving institutional 
memory and renewing con-
fidence in the place of credi-
ble information, professional 
journalism and effective com-
munication in governance.

The Minister, added that 
the Cross River State Newspa-
per Corporation, established 
in 1971, has a proud history 
as it has served for decades 
as an important platform for 
documenting the affairs of 
government and the people 
of Cross River State through 
publications such as the Ni-
gerian Chronicle and Week-
end Chronicle.

Idris maintained that "The 
information environment 

has changed dramatically 
since this Corporation was 
established more than five 
decades ago."

The Information boss ar-
gued that "technology may 
change the tools of journal-
ism, but it cannot replace 
truth, accuracy, fairness and 
professional judgement."

He added that "the Cross 
River Information Hub must 
therefore become more than 
a renovated physical struc-
ture. It should be a centre for 
credible journalism, digital 
innovation, professional de-
velopment and meaningful 
public engagement. It should 
tell the Cross River story con-
fidently to Nigeria and the 
world."

N O S A  A K E N Z U A , 
A S A B A

The Delta State Govern-
ment has announced 
fresh measures to 

cushion the effects of eco-
nomic hardship and boost 
the purchasing power of res-
idents through infrastruc-
ture development, workers’ 
welfare, empowerment 
programmes and strategic 
investments.

The State Commission-
er for Works (Rural Roads) 
and Public Information, Mr 
Charles Aniagwu, disclosed 
this on Thursday while ad-
dressing a press conference 
in Asaba.

He said Governor Sheriff 
Oborevwori had directed the 
administration to intensify 
programmes capable of stim-
ulating economic activity at 
the grassroots and ensuring 
that the benefits of ongoing 
economic reforms were felt 
directly by households.

Aniagwu, who was ac-
companied by the Executive 
Assistant to the Governor on 

New Media, Mr Felix Ofou, 
said the state’s improved fi-
nancial position had enabled 
the government to under-
take major capital projects 
while deliberately deploying 
resources to stimulate local 
economic activity rather than 
fuel inflation.

“The governor has direct-
ed that we intensify efforts at 
rolling out programmes that 
will indeed improve the pur-
chasing power of our people,” 
Aniagwu said.

He explained that the 
planned massive renovation 
of schools across the state 
was part of the strategy, not-
ing that the projects would 
create opportunities for con-
tractors, artisans, suppliers 
and traders in local commu-
nities.

He said materials such as 
cement and roofing sheets 
would largely be sourced 
locally, ensuring that gov-
ernment expenditure circu-
lated within the communities 
where the projects were be-
ing executed and created a 
multiplier effect through in-

creased earnings and house-
hold spending.

The commissioner also 
disclosed that the state gov-
ernment was working to in-
stitutionalise the proposed 
payment of a 13th-month 
salary through legislation.

He said the initiative was 
not intended as indiscrimi-
nate distribution of funds but 
as a deliberate intervention 
to increase the disposable 
income of civil servants and 
stimulate economic activity.

“Once this fund gets to the 

hands of the civil servants, 
that civil servant is also en-
abled to spend money in 
certain directions. That way, 
government would have 
been able to take the ben-
efit of the reforms from the 
macro level to the micro lev-

el,” he said.
Aniagwu further revealed 

that the governor had direct-
ed government agencies re-
sponsible for empowerment 
to commence the process of 
identifying beneficiaries for 
various programmes.

Scene at the 7th Freedom Online Newspaper Lecture about the state of economy and security in Lagos.
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I D O N G E S I T  I N YA N G , 
C A L A B A R

Afokang Correction-
al Centre in Calabar 
South Local Govern-

ment Area of Cross River 
State, says it is currently 
housing 784 inmates trans-
lating to 334 above its de-
signed capacity.

Of this number a total 
of 531 inmates comprising 
520 males and 11 females 
are awaiting trial.

An inspection of the fa-
cility on Monday, August 31, 
2026, by the Student's Right 
Academy, revealed that the 
Centre, was originally built 
for about 450 inmates.

According to data pro-
vided during the visit, those 
onvicted are 170, those on 
death row 48 while 35 are 
serving life imprisonment,

According to A. E. Edet, 
Chief Superintendent of 
corrections who conduct-
ed the students around the 
facility, the awaiting trial 
inmates make up of about 
68 percent of the total pop-
ulation.

Edet raised fresh ques-
tions about access to time-
ly justice and prolonged 
detention of suspects who 
have not been convicted 
identifying delays in case 
determination and prose-

cution as the main drivers 
of overcrowding.

The Department of Pub-
lic Prosecutions was also 
cited as a key part of the 
process where bottlenecks 
prolong detention.

The Chief Superinten-
dent, also expressed con-
cern is the infrequency of 
jail delivery exercises as the 
Chief Judge of Cross River 
State who has the authori-
ty to conduct the exercises, 
visited Afokang last in Sep-
tember 2025.

he Rights Academy is 
an intensive youth training 
programme run by We The 
People (WTP)—formally 
known as the Center for 
Social Studies, Research, 
and Advocacy—based in 
Calabar, Cross River State, 
Nigeria.

As Core Focus & Purpose, 
the Academy is designed to 
build the capacity of young 
citizens to become active 
agents of change and ad-
vocates for social transfor-
mation.

It provides a learning 
framework focused on two 
primary pillars of Human 
Rights: Empowering youth 
to identify, report, and com-
bat human rights abuses.

The students were led on 
the facility tour by their Aca-
demic Prefect Mr Jude Edu.

DESOPADEC opens 2026 bursary portal for students in oil communities

Enugu Health commissioner ‌‌advocates increase in BHCPF fund to 5% to cover funding gaps

Afokang Correctional 

Centre in Calabar houses 

784 inmates against 

designed capacity

985 retirees to get N4 billion as gratuities in Ondo
 A D E T O K U N B O  A B I -
O L A ,  A K U R E

Nine hundred and 
eighty-five retirees, 
covering public ser-

vants who left the service of 
the Ondo State Government 
between 2015 and 2020, are 
to get their gratuities of al-
most four billion naira.

Flagging off the payment 
exercise in Akure, the Gov-
ernor of Ondo State, Lucky 
Aiyedatiwa, described the 
gesture as “a debt of honour 
being discharged” to those 
who devoted their produc-
tive years to the service of 
Ondo State.

The beneficiaries com-
prised 509 retirees from the 
2020 batch and 476 from the 
2015–2019 batches, drawn 
from the mainstream civil 

service, secondary school 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff, and parastatals across 
the state.

The governor said his ad-
ministration confronted the 
burden of the exercise with 
courage and responsibility, 
having inherited billions of 
naira in outstanding gratu-
ity obligations covering the 
period from 2015 to date.

“When our Administra-
tion came to the saddle, we 
inherited billions of Naira 
in outstanding gratuity ob-
ligations covering the peri-
od from 2015 to date. We 
confronted it with courage, 
responsibility and a clear 
understanding that gov-
ernance is not only about 
initiating new projects; it is 
equally about confronting 
inherited challenges and 

NOSA AKENZUA, ASABA

The Delta State Oil Pro-
ducing Areas Devel-
opment Commission 

(DESOPADEC) has officially 
rolled out its 2026 bursa-
ry scheme for students in 
the mandate areas in Delta 
State

The commission also un-
veiled its online portal, di-
recting qualified students to 
commence submitting their 
application through the 
newly established website. 
(https:apply.desopadecbur-
sary.com.ng)

Speaking during the 
launch at the commission's 
headquarters, the Executive 
Director of Social Services, 
Chief Favour Izuokumor 
said the initiative followed 
discussions between the 
commission and represen-
tatives of students from oil 

producing ethnic national-
ities.

Chief Izuokumor urged 
the students to familiarize 
themselves with the re-
quirements before apply-
ing, stressing that failure to 
provide the required doc-
uments would affect their 
eligibility.

According to him, ap-
plicants are to provide a 
recent passport photo-
graph, student identity 
card, admission letter, local 
government of origin certif-
icate and a letter from their 
ethnic nationality student 
union.

He added that students 
were expected to provide 
bank details.

However, he said stu-
dents of polytechnics and 
colleges of education were 
not included in the current 
phase of the scheme.

Chief Izuokumor warned 
applicants against submit-
ting multiple applications 
saying any student found 
applying more than once 
would be disqualified.

He expressed optimism 
that the bursary payment 
would begin in November, 
subject to completion of 
the verification process in 
October.

The executive direc-
tor further disclosed that 
DESOPADEC would com-
mence its annual skill em-
powerment to youths and 
women across its mandate 
areas before the end of the 
year.

He commended the Del-
ta State Governor, Rt Hon 
Sheriff Oborevwori for ap-
proving the 2026 bursary 
program, describing it as a 
blessing to the state, whose 
administration is committed 

to improving the welfare of 
students and the people of 
oil-producing communities.

In his remarks, the Chair-
man of the Confederation 
of Delta State Oil Producing 
Ethnic Nationality Students 
Union (CODSOPENSU) 
Comrade Johnson Aweh, 
representing Ijaw ethnic 
nationality, commended 
DESOPADEC and Executive 
Director of Social Services 
Chief Favour Izuokumor for 
their commitment in ensur-
ing that the 2026 bursary 
became a reality.

Comrade Aweh also 
commended the Governor 
of Delta State for his com-
mitment to the welfare of 
students in Delta State.

He appealed to the 
commission to consider 
students from polytechnic 
and colleges of education in 
the next bursary payment.

resolving them,” he said.
Governor Aiyedatiwa 

said his administration had 
successfully defrayed out-
standing gratuities for 2015 
to 2019, describing Wednes-
day’s exercise as a gesture 
to remember the services 
of retirees and respect their 
sacrifice by paying their en-
titlement.

In his welcome address, 
the Permanent Secre-
tary, Ondo State Pension 
Transition Office, Dr Peter 
Akingbade, disclosed that 
retirees from the 2015 
Batch C, 2016 Batch C, 
2017 Batch C, 2018 Batch 
B, 2019 Batch B and 2020 
Batch A were being paid 
and were already receiv-
ing bank alerts.

Akingbade said the 
beneficiaries would re-
ceive their full gratu-

ity entitlements rather 
than partial payments, 
describing the develop-
ment as a milestone that 
would bring relief, digni-
ty and renewed hope to 
retirees.

Speaking on behalf 
of the beneficiaries, Mrs 
Nike Ogunbodede appre-
ciated the governor for 
the gesture, describing it 
as a remarkable develop-
ment that had never been 
witnessed in the state.

In his vote of thanks, 
the state chairman of the 
Nigeria Union of Pension-
ers, Comrade Johnson Os-
unyemi, appreciated the 
governor, saying Ondo 
State is among the lead-
ing states in the country 
in clearing the backlog of 
gratuities owed to retired 
workers.

quality healthcare services.
 “This will ensure that 

healthcare issues are dealt 
with early with less resourc-
es at the grassroots and re-
duce health burden at sec-
ondary and tertiary levels as 
well as on the government,” 
he said.

Ugwu noted that there 
was a need for more health 
advocacy and education to 
sharpen understanding of 
health issues and how to 
live healthy lifestyle “since 
prevention is better than 
cure”.

The commissioner also 
advocated for the practice 
of universal health coverage 
through adoption of health 
insurance scheme and prac-
tices.

 “On this, a little health 
insurance premium pay-
ment can cover ones health 
for a year and such gesture 
can be extended to family 
members, people in rural 
communities and indi-
gents.

 “As in Enugu State, where 
our health-loving governor, 

Dr Peter Ndubuisi Mbah, is 
ensuring a newly-built and 
functional PHC in each of 
260 political wards, the in-
surance will ensure optimi-
sation and accessibility of 
these facilities.

 “We are also advocating 
that wealthy and influencer 
people adopt a PHC within 
their wards or communities 
to ensure their monitoring, 
supervision and at times 
intervention to ensure op-
timal running and delivery,” 
he said.

Ugwu also highlighted 
key research breakthroughs 
throughout his career, de-
tailing how empirical data 
collected in hospital wards 
and rural health centres in-
formed state and national 
policy guidelines and com-
munity intervention pro-
grammes.

On the lecturer, Ugwu, 
whose medical career spans 
over two decades, had 
made pivotal contributions 
to public health and clinical 
medicine as a clinician and 
technocrat with over 70 ac-

CHINELO UDE, ENUGU

The Enugu State Com-
missioner for Health, 
Prof. George Ugwu, 

has called for increase in the 
Basic Health Care Provision 
Fund (BHCPF) from current 
one per cent to five per cent.

The BHCPF fund is a Ni-
gerian financing initiative 
established by the National 
Health Act of 2014 to deliv-
er free and basic healthcare 
services to the poorest and 
most vulnerable popula-
tions.

The funded is at least 
one per cent of the Federal 
Government’s Consolidated 
Revenue Fund and donors 
support.

Ugwu, who is a Professor 
of Obstetrics and Gynae-
cology, made the call on 
Thursday while delivering 
the 251st Inaugural Lecture 
of the University of Nigeria, 
Nsukka (UNN).

The lecture, which was 
titled: “The Mother, the 
Child and the State: My 
Triumphant Journey from 
Evidence to Action,” was 
delivered at the University 
of Nigeria Enugu Campus 
(UNEC).

Ugwu, who was former 
Executive Secretary of Enu-
gu State Primary Health 

Care Development Agen-
cy, said that increase in the 
fund had become impera-
tive following withdrawal of 
funding for basic healthcare 
by some countries and in-
ternational donors.

 “The existing funding 
from the one per cent from 
the Federal Government’s 
Consolidated Revenue Fund 
and donor support had 
gone a long way in assist-
ing states put their primary 
healthcare centre in optimal 
condition.

 “However, there is con-
cern that as donor countries, 
agencies and organizations 
are pulling out their funding 
support; there is a need to 
shore up existing funding.

 “The anticipated in-
creased funding, would 
take adequate care of the 
perceived and anticipated 
gaps to be created by pull-
ing out of donors,” he said.

The lecturer said that the 
Primary Healthcare Centres 
(PHCs), which thousands are 
scattered nationwide, holds 
the key to health of majori-
ty of pregnant women and 
children in the country.

He said that the state or 
government should ensure 
it is built to be resilient, 
equipped, accessible and 
deliver measurable and 

ademic research publication 
to his credit.

He is also a Member of 
Presidential Committee Task 
Force on Ebola Prevention 
and Preparedness as well as 
former Chairman of Nigeria 
Medical Association (NMA).

The lecturer holds an 
MBBS, Master of Public 
Health (MPH), and fellow-
ships from prestigious in-
ternational and national 
surgical colleges—includ-
ing FWACS, FMCOG, and 
FICS among others.

George Ugwu
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A private sector-led summit 
powered by Afretrade, the US 
Diaspora United Chamber of 

Commerce, NIED Group, and the Office 
of Diaspora Affairs of Lagos State — 
curated to celebrate, alongside the 
State of California and Lagos State, a 
landmark milestone in transatlantic 
economic partnership.

Afretrade Inc. today announced 
the California–Lagos Business & 
Investment Summit, themed “Building 
the California–Nigeria Business 
Bridge,” a private sector-led gathering 
convening Nigerian professionals 
and entrepreneurs together with 
the global business community — 
including members of the African 
diaspora and all those invested in the 
economic development of Africa in 
general, and Lagos in particular.

As part of the California-Lagos 
Business & Investment Summit, The 
state of California with an annual GDP 
of $4.2 trillion and Lagos State with a 
GDP of 62.66 trillion naira, are signing 
a trade pact lead by the governors of 
both states who will be present at the 
summit. This is a significant millestone 
in business diplomacy as these 
states, through their government 
demonstrate their willingness to 
enhance fluid business relations and 
investment between both countries

The Summit is a privately curated 
initiative designed to celebrate, 
alongside the State of California and 
Lagos State, the milestone achieved 
through the combined efforts of 
the California State Transportation 
Agency (CalSTA), led by California 
State Transportation Secretary 
Toks Omishakin; the Office of Mark 
Henney; and the Bay Area Council. The 
event honors the groundwork these 
institutions have laid, while the private 
sector steps forward to carry the 
relationship into commercial reality.

“Africa’s economy will only thrive 
through love, unity of purpose, and 
collaboration without subordination,” 
said Mr. Lekan Salaam, Chief Executive 
Officer of Afretrade. “This Summit 
belongs to the entrepreneurs, 
investors, and diaspora leaders who 
turn goodwill into enterprise, and we 

are proud to celebrate this historic 
moment alongside the people of 
California and Lagos.”

The Summit spotlights 
the extraordinary scale and 
complementarity of its two anchor 
economies. California is the world’s 
fourth-largest economy, with a gross 
domestic product of approximately 
US$4.1 trillion — ranking behind 
only the United States, China, and 
Germany — and a global centre 
of technology, venture capital, 
entertainment, agriculture, and 
advanced manufacturing. Lagos, 
Nigeria’s commercial capital, is Africa’s 
second-largest city economy after 
Cairo, with a GDP of approximately 
US$259 billion on a purchasing-power-
parity basis and one of the youngest, 
most entrepreneurial populations on 
earth.

Together, these markets present 
powerful areas of synergy and business 
alignment: technology and fintech; 
trade, logistics, and transportation 
infrastructure; the creative and 
entertainment economy; agriculture 
and agri-processing; renewable 
energy; real estate and urban 
development; and access to capital 
for small and medium enterprises. 
The Summit is structured to translate 
these complementarities into concrete 
partnerships, investment, and market-
entry pathways in both directions.

The two-day Business Summit, 
scheduled for September 17-18, will 
convene leaders across government, 
industry, and the diaspora for 
keynotes, high-level dialogue, panels, 
capital-raising sessions, and business 
matchmaking, running from 9:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM. The official celebration 
will take place at the historic 
Stanford Mansion, in the presence of 
representatives of both states and the 
business community, honouring this 
memorable and historic day.

That same evening, the Gala 
and Award Night will be held at the 
prestigious Hyatt Regency Sacramento 
— the same location as the Business 
Summit — an occasion rich with 
cultural performances and festive 
moments to mark the achievement.

The Nigerian Upstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Commission (NUPRC) 
says the 300 dollars Helicopter 

Levy for Air Navigational Services 
remains payable, while Terminal 
Navigational Charge (TNC) does 
not apply to offshore petroleum 
operations.

The commission said the levy 
remained payable to the Nigerian 
Airspace Management Agency 
(NAMA).

The clarification was contained 
in a circular signed by NUPRC 
Chief Executive, Mrs Oritsemeyiwa 
Eyesan, following concerns raised 
by stakeholders in the upstream 
petroleum sector.

The concerns centred on 
the introduction, structure and 
operationalisation of the 300 dollars 
helicopter levy and other aviation-
related charges affecting petroleum 
operations.

Following the concerns, the 
Minister of Aviation and Aerospace 
Development, Festus Keyamo, 
constituted a Ministerial Review 
Committee on March 9.

Eyesan said the review established 
that the TNC did not apply to helicopter 
landings at private offshore facilities 
and platforms when such operations 
support upstream petroleum activities.

She said that TNC remained 
applicable to helicopter operations 
that were not undertaken in support of 
upstream petroleum activities.

She listed such operations to include 
medical evacuation, private charter 
services and agricultural activities.

The clarification is expected to 
provide greater certainty to upstream 
operators on applicable aviation 
charges and distinguish petroleum-
support helicopter operations 
from other commercial and private 
helicopter activities.

FTSE Russell admits Dangote Cement, MTN Nigeria, 

First HoldCo, others to Frontier Index Series

N120bn: How KADIRS improved IGR, tax 

compliance in Kaduna

GABRIEL UDEH, KQADUNA

Kaduna State Governor, Uba 
Sani's support in providing 
the political will, has enabled 

the State Internal Revenue Service 
(KADIRS) to increase Internally 
Generated Revenue, without 
interfering with its operations.

The outgoing Executive 
Chairman of KADIRS, Mr Jerry 
Adams, made this known while 
speaking at the ongoing 160th 
meeting of the Joint Revenue 
Board, holding in Kaduna.

In his submission, Mr Adams 
noted that the IGR of Kaduna State 
stood at N58 billion before 2023, 
noting that by 2023, it had risen 
to ₦62 billion, while in 2024, it had 
reached ₦71 billion.

‘’In 2025, we recorded an 
annual revenue of ₦85 billion, with 
an average monthly collection of 
₦7 billion. Today, we are trending 
towards N120 billion, at a monthly 
average of N10 billion,’’ he disclosed.

The outgoing Executive 

Chairman pointed out that the IGR 
figures  are not a spike but ‘’a trend 
that is steady and sustainable, with 
even stronger performance ahead 
as we deepen collaboration with 
MDAs, stakeholders, and with the 
full support of His Excellency, the 
Governor.’’

He recalled that ‘’between 
2019 and 2023, the highest 
annual collection this Service ever 
recorded was ₦59 billion in 2022 at 
a monthly average of about ₦4.8 
billion.’’

‘’On paper, that looked like 
progress. But if you looked closer, 
as we eventually did, you'd find out 
that a significant portion of that 
revenue didn't come from organic 
tax growth.

‘’It came from back-duty 
recoveries, sale of government 
properties and some other one-
off recoveries, not a growing, 
breathing tax base,’’ Mr Adams had 
disclosed.

According to him, ‘’by early 
2023, that model had done 

exactly what such models always 
eventually do: it stalled. Vertical 
growth had become stunted, just 
as we feared it would.’’

Mr Adams said that KADIRS then 
had  an honest and uncomfortable 
conversation,  decided  that ‘’we 
could no longer keep squeezing 
the same familiar taxpayers a little 
harder each year and call it strategy. 
‘’

‘’We needed to grow 
horizontally, not just vertically; to 
expand the tax net itself, rather 
than simply tighten it around 
those already caught in it, and to 
stop relying on windfalls to flatter 
our numbers,’’ he clarified.

The outgoing Executive 
Chairman said that KADIRS decided 
to fully digitize its processes to 
block leakages,  through the 
introduction of the PAYKADUNA 
portal, alongside Project C.R.A.F.T 
(Cross-Sector Systems for Revenue 
Administration and Fiscal 
Transparency).

‘’This gave us, for the first time, 

California–Lagos summit to cement 

Nigeria–California business bridge

NUPRC clarifies $300 helicopter 

levy, exempts offshore oil 

operations from TNC

cross-border trading in 
the company’s shares, 
the listing provides 
the company with 
diversified access to 
equity finance through 
public offers and rights 
issues, among others.

The development 
comes a week after 
the index provider 
announced Nigeria’s 
upgrade to a frontier 
market from an 
unclassified market, 
which it had been 
downgraded to nearly 
three years ago after 
a far-reaching foreign 
exchange squeeze 
complicated the 
ordeal of international 

investors seeking 
to recoup their 
investments.

N i g e r i a ’ s 
reclassification will 
come into force on 
the same day later 
this month when the 
inclusion of the stocks in 
the Frontier Index Series 
will be effected.

On Wednesday, 
Dangote Cement, one 
of the most capitalised 
of the 10 stocks, 
announced that it will 
host a capital markets 
day in London this 
month, in preparation 
for its proposed 
secondary listing on 
the London Stock 

Exchange.
The event “will 

provide investors and 
other stakeholders 
with an update on the 
company’s strategy, 
operations, and 
business priorities, as 
well as an opportunity 
to engage with the 
company’s senior 
management,” it said in 
a market disclosure.

Should the plan 
work out, Dangote 
will be quoted under 
the international 
commercial companies’ 
secondary listing 
framework, according 
to a company 
announcement in May.

a centralised payment system for 
all state revenue, closing gaps that 
informal, cash-based collection had 
long allowed to thrive,’’ he added.

According to him, the Service 
recruited more staff ‘’ to comb the 
streets and expand the tax net, 
provided necessary working tools 
and facilitated promotions that had 
been delayed.’’

Mr Adams further said that  
KADIRS also ‘’provided capacity 
building opportunities to staff 
and established three  additional 
area offices to complement the 
existing 34 offices for improved 
accessibility.’’

‘’We also strengthened 
partnerships beyond our own 
borders with institutions like 
the Joint Revenue Board, the 
Nigeria Revenue Service, and the 
Nigerian Financial Intelligence Unit, 
particularly around data sharing, 
which has been invaluable in 
identifying taxable activity that 
would otherwise have gone 
unseen,’’ he added.

FTSE Russell, a 
Lo n d o n - b a s e d 
provider of global 

stock market indices, 
has added MTN Nigeria, 
Dangote Cement, First 
HoldCo, and seven 
other Nigerian public 
companies among 
the qualified equities 
for its Frontier Index 
Series, effective from 21 
September.

Others include 
Guaranty Trust Holding 
Company, Nestle 
Nigeria, Nigerian 
Breweries, Presco, 
Stanbic IBTC Holdings, 
and Aradel Holdings.

FTSE Russell disclosed 
a September 2026 
review of the stock 
index. The admission 
of the equities remains 
tentative until the 7th of 
this month, it noted.

The 10 stocks will be 
among the equities in 
the index’s Large Cap 
category.

Q uot ing the 
companies in the 
Frontier Index Series 
provides them with 
broader visibility among 
international investors 
than their primary 
listing on the Nigerian 
Exchange in Lagos.

Apart from the 
prospect of increased 



The Daily Monitor, Friday September 4, 2026Economy 13The Daily Monitor, Friday, September 4, 2026Economy 13

U.S. Consul General 
Brandon Hudspeth 
says collaboration 

between Nigerian innovators 
and American investors can 
close funding gaps, expand 
infrastructure, develop skills and 
support startups’ global growth.

Hudspeth made this known 
on Wednesday at the GITEX 
Nigeria Startup Festival in Lagos.

He highlighted the 
expanding role of American 
capital in Nigeria’s technology 
ecosystem.

“Nigeria’s technology 
ecosystem is attracting 
significant international 
investment, but startups still 
face funding gaps, infrastructure 
challenges and limited access to 
global markets,” he said.

According to Hudspeth, 
U.S.-based investors remain 
the largest source of external 
capital for Nigeria’s technology 
ecosystem over the past decade.

He explained that the 
investment had supported 
startups, digital infrastructure, 
technology skills and access to 
international markets.

“U.S.-sourced funding 
accounts for an estimated 60 
per cent of all venture capital 
entering Nigeria,” he noted.

Hudspeth linked the scale of 
U.S. investment to Lagos’ rapid 
emergence as one of Africa’s 
most prominent technology 
ecosystems.

He added that Lagos 
technology ecosystem 
valuation had increased nearly 
12-fold since 2017, while the 
city had produced six of Africa’s 
10 unicorns.

According to him, Lagos 
ranked first on Dealroom’s 
2025 Global Tech Ecosystem 
Index ‘Rising Stars’ list, ahead 
of Istanbul, Mumbai and São 
Paulo.

He noted that the ranking 
demonstrated the depth of 
Lagos technology ecosystem 
and its growing appeal to 
international investors and 
technology companies.

Hudspeth disclosed that 
Lagos currently had more 
than 3,300 startups, while 
Nigeria’s technology industry 
contributed more than 16 per 
cent to the country’s gross 
domestic product.

He pointed out that U.S. 
involvement in Nigeria’s 
technology sector extended 
beyond traditional venture 
capital to major technology and 
financial companies.

“Visa, Google, Mastercard, 
Microsoft, Uber and PayPal 
were among the American 
companies participating in 
Nigeria’s technology ecosystem, 
” he said.

He added that smaller 
U.S. venture capital firms and 
philanthropic organisations 
were also supporting 
technology development in 
Nigeria.

According to him, the 
Gates Foundation and Chan 
Zuckerberg Initiative are 
expected to increase their 
involvement in Nigeria’s 
technology and innovation 
ecosystem.

Hudspeth explained that 
American companies were 
providing Nigerian startups 
with training, infrastructure, 
connectivity and technology 
platforms to help them 
develop products and reach 
international customers.

He noted that Google and 
Meta had invested in subsea 
cable infrastructure serving 
Nigeria, while Equinix and 
Digital Realty were connecting 
Nigerian data infrastructure to 
global networks.

The Independent Petroleum 
Marketers Association of 
Nigeria (IPMAN) says filling 

stations across the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT) will begin 
reducing petrol pump prices in 
the next few days.

Chinedu Ukadike, national 
publicity secretary of IPMAN, 
spoke during an interview with 
the News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) on Thursday in Abuja.

Ukadike said marketers 
were preparing to review their 
pricing and sales strategies as 
new petrol products enter the 
market.

He said the arrival of the 
products could trigger changes 
in the current market, adding 
that marketers would make 
the necessary adjustments to 
ensure consumers continue 
to purchase the products they 
need.

The IPMAN spokesperson 
said the exact timing of the 
products’ arrival remains 

uncertain as marketers are yet 
to receive a definite date.

He said the process would 
be guided by existing rules and 
regulations.

“Once the new products 
begin arriving, marketers are 
expected to respond quickly 
by reviewing their prices 
and updating their product 
offerings,” Ukadike said.

 “After this process, when 
we make purchases tomorrow 
or the day after tomorrow, as 
soon as it starts, we will adjust 
our prices and begin making 
the new products available to 
consumers.

“The purchases can begin 
in few days, depending on 
when the process officially 
commences.”

He said the development 
is expected to bring further 
changes to the market as filling 
stations adjust their prices 
and make the new products 
available to consumers.

FG directs Shippers’ Council to transfer 

inland dry port functions to NPA

Dangote Cement sets date for London capital 

markets day ahead of LSE listing

Dangote Cement 
Plc will hold 
a high-level 

engagement with 
investors and other 
capital market players 
in London next month 
to bring the foreign 
investing community 
up to speed with key 
corporate goals and 
direction in the lead-up 
to its secondary listing in 
the city.

Sub-Saharan Africa’s 
biggest cement 
manufacturer told the 
Nigerian Exchange, 
where it already has 
a primary listing, on 
Wednesday, that its 
shareholders have 
assented to the proposal 
to host “a Capital Markets 
Day (CMD) in London on 
21 September 2026.”

 “The CMD will 
provide investors and 
other stakeholders 
with an update on the 
Company’s strategy, 
operations and business 

priorities, as well as an 
opportunity to engage 
with the Company’s 
senior management,” it 
added.

The move is the 
next phase of Dangote 
Cement’s bid to secure 
a quicker pathway to 
international capital 
and foreign investors 
than what a local listing 
in Lagos affords, using 
London as a window to 
the world.

Other objectives 
include a wider 
shareholder base, which 
a listing on a bourse of 
LSE’s repute promises, 
and the potential to 
consolidate its status as 
a leading pan-African 
corporation.

The step to hold the 
capital markets day 
on 21 September will 
receive timely support 
from FTSE Russell’s 
upgrade of Nigeria 
from “unclassified” to a 
frontier market, taking 

effect the same day next 
month.

Nigeria lost its place 
among frontier market 
economies in 2023 
after an enduring FX 
crisis, dating back to 
the global oil price 
crash resulting from 
pandemic lockdowns in 
2020, forced the Central 
Bank of Nigeria to ration 
dollars to conserve its 
direly low reserves.

The currency squeeze 
led several potential 
foreign investors to look 
elsewhere for a haven after 
the investments of existing 
foreign portfolio investors 
were trapped in the web of 
the crunch.

Foreign participation 
in Nigeria’s equity market, 
which dominated trade in 
the years before 2020, is yet 
to regain its pre-pandemic 
levels.

According to Nigeria 
Exchange’s latest data, 
foreign participation in 
equity trading stood at 

‘U.S.-Nigeria collaboration can close 

startup funding, infrastructure gaps’

Marketers will cut petrol prices when 

new stock arrives- IPMAN

minister said.
“The NPERA Act 

marks a landmark 
reform in Nigeria’s 
port sector, establishing 
a substantive statutory 
economic regulator after two 
decades of efforts to create 
one.

“With the enactment 
of the law, the NSC, which 
has served as the country’s 
interim port economic 
regulator since 2014, will 
transmute into NPERA.

“Under the new 
framework, NPERA will 
focus on its core economic 
regulatory responsibilities, 
including the regulation of 
tariffs and charges, promotion 

of competition, licensing, 
service standards, commercial 
dispute resolution and 
protection of port users.”

He said the government 
must ensure that the transition 
is properly executed, noting 
that the credibility and 
effectiveness of an economic 
regulator depend partly on 
its ability to function as an 
impartial referee without 
responsibilities that could 
create actual or perceived 
conflicts of interest.

“A regulator cannot 
function as an operator 
and, at the same time, be 
expected to be perceived as 
an unbiased referee.

“Our objective is to ensure 

that agencies under the 
Federal Ministry of Marine 
and Blue Economy operate 
within clearly defined 
mandates, eliminating 
overlapping responsibilities 
while strengthening 
transparency and creating a 
more predictable operating 
environment for port users, 
investors, terminal operators, 
shipping companies and 
other stakeholders,” Oyetola 
said.

According to the minister, 
the transfer of the IDP 
functions to the NPA would 
strengthen inland dry ports 
by placing their promotion 
within an institution better 
positioned to integrate 
the facilities into the wider 
port infrastructure and 
operational network.

“The emergence of NPERA 
marks a new chapter in 
the governance of 
Nigeria’s port sector,” 
he said.

Oyetola reiterated 
the ministr y ’s 
commitment to 
ensuring a seamless 
transit ion and 
building a more 
efficient, integrated, 
and competitive port 
system that serves the 
entire country.

On August 19, the 
Nigerian Shippers’ 
Council (NSC) formally 
transitioned into the 
Nigeria Ports Economic 
Regulatory Agency 
(NPERA).

5.6 per cent in July, while 
domestic participation 
accounted for the rest.

That compares to 
September 2019, three 
months before COVID-19 
broke out, when foreign 
trading in equities was as 
high as 66.8 per cent.

The improved visibility 
for foreign investors that an 
FTSE Russell upgrade offers 
to Nigerian stocks could 
attract large inflows into 
transactions in Dangote 
Cement’s shares, both 
locally and on the LSE.

If plans work out, the 
company will be quoted 
under the international 
commercial companies 
secondary listing 
framework, it said in May.

Dangote Cement 
promised to provide 
the agenda and 
presentation documents 
for the London event 
in September, along 
with other relevant 
information, at an 
appropriate time.

The Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t 
has directed the 

Nigerian Shippers’ 
Council (NSC) to 
transfer the inland dry 
port (IDP) functions 
to the Nigerian Ports 
Authority (NPA).

Minister of Marine 
and Blue Economy, 
Gboyega Oyetola, 
announced the 
directive in a post 
on X on Thursday, 
saying it was part of 
efforts to establish 
a clear separation 
b e t we e n  p o r t 
economic regulation, 
development, and 
operations.

He also announced 
the immediate 
constitution of a 
ministerial committee 
to oversee the transition 
of the NSC into the 
newly established 
Nigeria Ports Economic 
Regulatory Agency 
(NPERA).

“I have also directed 
the immediate 
constitution of a 
Ministerial Committee 
to oversee the transition 
of the Nigerian 
Shippers’ Council into 
the newly established 
Nigeria Ports Economic 
Regulatory Agency 
(NPERA), following 
President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu’s assent to the 
NPERA Act, 2026,” the 
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2027: Academics back Oborevwori, 

seek continuity in Delta

BY NOSA AKENZUA, ASABA  

The Coalition of Academics has 
endorsed the re-election bid of 
Delta State Governor, Rt. Hon. 

Sheriff Oborevwori, describing the 
administration’s performance in the 
last three years as a reflection of 
what it termed a new approach to 
governance in the state.

The coalition made its position 
known Thursday during a courtesy 
visit to the Chief Strategist to the 
Governor, Dr. Festus Okubor, in Asaba, 
where it presented its vision, mission 
and programmes ahead of the 2027 
general elections.

Coordinator of the coalition, 
Prof. Lawrence Omo-Aghoja, said 
the group, comprising academics 
and professionals within and 
outside Nigeria, was established 
to provide intellectual support for 
the administration and undertake 
objective assessments of its policies and 
programmes.

According to him, the coalition intends 
to deploy research, public advocacy, 
workshops, media engagements 
and other platforms to examine and 
communicate the administration’s 
achievements.

Omo-Aghoja said members of 
the coalition in the diaspora had also 
expressed interest in joining the initiative, 
following what they described as the 

Osun: Accord moves 

against anti-party 

activities, warns 

erring members of 

sanctions

BY MIKE DIKE, OSOGBO

The Osun State chapter of 
the Accord Party has raised 
concerns over alleged anti-

party activities by some of its 
members who are reportedly 
working for candidates of rival 
political parties ahead of the 2027 
National and State Assembly 
elections.

The party expressed its 
displeasure during a closed-door 
stakeholders’ meeting presided 
over by the Osun State Governor, 
Ademola Adeleke, in Osogbo on 
Wednesday.

According to a statement 
issued by the governor’s 
spokesperson, Olawale Rasheed, 
the stakeholders expressed 
concern over reports that some 
Accord members were allegedly 
supporting candidates of the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), 
Allied Peoples Movement (APM), 
Action Peoples Party (APP) and 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC).

The stakeholders described 
the development as an anti-party 
activity capable of undermining 
the unity, cohesion and electoral 
prospects of the Accord Party in 
the state.

The meeting resolved that 
no member of the party should 
sponsor, campaign for or work 
for candidates of other political 
parties in the forthcoming 
legislative elections.

 “Under no circumstances 
should any Accord member be 
caught sponsoring or working 
for legislative candidates of 
other political parties. Such 
behaviour will not be tolerated,” 
the stakeholders resolved.

To address the situation, 
the party leadership approved 
measures aimed at identifying 
members allegedly involved in 
anti-party activities and bringing 
them before the appropriate 
party organs for disciplinary 
action.

The meeting further warned 
that members found culpable 
would face severe sanctions, 
while a committee was directed 
to investigate constituencies 
where alleged cases of divided 
loyalty had been reported.

The state leadership was also 
mandated to strengthen its 
monitoring mechanisms and 
ensure that members accused 
of working against the party’s 
candidates are identified and 
called to order.

The stakeholders also directed 
that all disagreements arising 
from the selection of legislative 
candidates should be resolved 
immediately, stressing that 
party members must close ranks 
and support candidates already 
fielded by Accord.

emerging governance model in Delta.
He said the group would focus 

on identifying indicators of good 
governance, providing evidence-based 
recommendations on public policies and 
mobilising intellectual and professional 
support for the administration’s 2027 
campaign.

The coordinator said the coalition 
would also collaborate with relevant 
government institutions and stakeholders 
to provide what he described as “robust 
intellectual embellishment” to the 
administration’s policy agenda.

He commended Oborevwori for his 

administration to consolidate projects 
and policies already initiated.

The coalition subsequently declared 
its support for Oborevwori’s re-election, 
with Omo-Aghoja stating: “In 2027, it is 
Sheriff or nobody.”

Responding, Okubor welcomed 
the coalition’s support, describing the 
growing involvement of academics and 
professionals in the governor’s re-election 
campaign as significant.

He said the 2027 governorship 
election would be difficult for opposition 
candidates to challenge Oborevwori 
effectively, given what he described as 
the governor’s performance in office.

Okubor described Oborevwori 
as a leader who had demonstrated 
professionalism, candour, compassion 
and grassroots understanding in the 
management of the state.

He said the governor had remained 
focused on “translating grassroots 
dreams into sustainable development,” 
adding that some of the projects being 
implemented across Delta were long-
standing aspirations of communities in 
the state.

The governor’s chief strategist, 
however, stressed the importance 
of maintaining a constructive 
relationship between the state and 
the Federal Government, saying this 
would be necessary for Delta to attract 
continued support and consolidate 
ongoing development efforts.

commitment to the MORE Agenda, 
arguing that the administration had 
translated a number of its policy 
commitments into programmes and 
projects across the state.

Omo-Aghoja also pointed to the 
governor’s experience at the grassroots, 
local government, legislature and 
executive levels, saying the exposure had 
given him a broader understanding of the 
needs of the people.

He argued that the current political 
and developmental trajectory in 
Delta should be sustained, stressing 
that continuity would enable the 

BY UGOCHUKWU UGOJI-EKE, ABA

The senatorial campaign of Chief 
Dr. David Ogba Onuoha Bourdex, 
MFR, OON, has received a major 

boost following the adoption of his 
candidacy by the leadership of the 
National Union of Local Government 
Employees (NULGE) across the five 
Local Government Areas of Abia North 
Senatorial District.

The workers also inaugurated a 
dedicated campaign structure designed 
to mobilise support for the Labour Party 
candidate ahead of the 2027 senatorial 
election, adding a new layer to the 
growing grassroots activities around 
the Bourdex campaign.

The development followed an 
interactive meeting held in Umuahia, 
which brought together NULGE leaders 
from Arochukwu, Bende, Isuikwuato, 
Ohafia and Umunneochi Local 
Government Areas for discussions with 
Bourdex.

In what the workers described as a 
strategic mobilisation initiative, NULGE 
constituted itself into an “Extra Ward” in 
each of the five LGAs, with a 20-member 
executive in each local government 

area.
The structures are expected to drive 

grassroots mobilisation for the Bourdex 
senatorial project.

Speaking for the workers, the NULGE 
Chairman in Ohafia LGA, Comrade 
Ojisi Orji, praised Bourdex’s leadership 
qualities, character, commitment to 
excellence and record during his tenure 
as Transition Committee Chairman of 
Ohafia Local Government Area.

Ojisi recalled that when Bourdex 
assumed office, workers took him around 
the council headquarters and showed 
him the poor state of infrastructure 
arising from years of neglect.

According to him, Bourdex responded 
by ensuring that reconstruction work 
commenced through the appropriate 
Local Government channels rather than 
allowing administrative processes to 
delay the required intervention.

Ojisi said that Bourdex personally 
monitored the projects and remained 
committed to their completion even 
after the dissolution of the Transition 
Committee.

He said, “Today, Ohafia Local 
Government headquarters wears a 
completely different look and provides a 

far more conducive and workers-friendly 
environment".

The NULGE chairman also highlighted 
Bourdex’s attention to workers’ welfare, 
particularly the completion of the NULGE 
Secretariat building, which he said had 
previously not received the required 
attention.

The NULGE Chairman in Bende LGA, 
Comrade Amadi Onwuka, also declared 
support for Bourdex, describing him 
as a credible pathway towards a new 
direction for Abia North.

Onwuka assured that the workers 
would go beyond merely endorsing 
the Labour Party candidate, pledging to 
mobilise their members, families, friends 
and supporters for the senatorial project.

His counterparts in Isuikwuato, 
Umunneochi and Arochukwu — 
Comrades Ikechukwu Ijioma, Ajala 
Kingsley and Uyor Enyinnaya respectively 
aligned themselves with the position, 
reaffirming the commitment of Local 
Government workers across the five 
LGAs to the Bourdex project.

The endorsements further 
strengthen the grassroots dimension of 
Bourdex’s campaign as the 2027 election 
approaches.

Responding Bourdex described their 
endorsement as both an honour and a 
responsibility, thanking them for finding 
him worthy of their confidence.

He told the NULGE leaders that their 
confidence must be matched by his 
continued commitment to integrity, 
accountability, performance and service, 
while insisting that the senatorial contest 
should be determined by ideas, vision, 
capacity, character and verifiable records.

Bourdex said Abia North needs a 
senator who would regard public office 
as an avenue to serve rather than an 
opportunity for personal enrichment.

He also challenged the electorate to 
examine the records of all candidates 
seeking their mandate and assess 
what each has accomplished with 
opportunities previously entrusted to 
them.

Addressing questions around 
empowerment, the Labour Party 
candidate pointed to his business 
experience, particularly Bourdex 
Telecommunications, describing it as 
an indigenous telecommunications 
enterprise that created employment 
and connected businesses and 
communities.

2027: Abia North NULGE leaders endorse Labour Party candidate, Bourdex for Senate

Taraba 2027: ADC guber hopeful prioritises rural development, others

OKERAFOR ATHANATIUS, JALINGO.

The Governorship Candidate of 
the African Democratic Congress 
(ADC) for 2027 general elections 

in Taraba State, Senator Abubakar 
Umar Tutare has pledged to focus on 
rural development, provision of basic 
infrastructure and development of agro 
allied industries to harness agricultural 
potential in the State if voted into 
power.

Senator Tutare, who made the 
pledge through a press statement he 

signed and shared to Journalists in 
Jalingo said his agenda is for the unity of 
Taraba people and create infrastructural 
development, to advance the welfare of 
the people of the state who according 
to him are suffering because of years 
of misgovernment of resources of the 
state by past leaders.

The ADC State gubernatorial 
candidate also announced his choice 
of Barr. Harua kwetishe from Southern 
Taraba as his running mate for the 
said elections promising to work 
hand in hand with him when elected 

as governor and deputy governor 
respectively.

Calling on the electorate from the 
State to reject and say no to religious 
and tribalistic politics, Senator Tutare 
advised that the candidates that would 
unite the people of the State should be 
voted for during the elections.

He further lamented that some 
politicians and elites have divided the 
people of the State owing to tribal and 
religious barriers.

"I therefore urge the electorate in 
the state to shine their eyes and vote to 

power candidates that will bring unity 
and development to all part of the state. 
It is very important for us as people to 
reject politics of Religion and tribalism 
which is the root cause of Taraba under 
development",

"It is sad to note that those elected 
power in the state hide under religion 
and tribalism to steal funds meant 
for the development of our state and 
therefore electorates should reject 
such politicians who use religion and 
tribalism for their personal gains", he 
said.
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ADC inaugurates reconciliation 

committee, seeks unity ahead of 2027

but should never determine who 
belonged to the party or remained 
valuable members.

“Those who did not emerge 
victorious still remain valuable 
members of the ADC. Their 
experience, networks, structures 
and commitment remain important 
assets,” Mark added.

He urged successful aspirants to 
recognise that victory came with 
responsibility, stressing that it was 
not a licence to exclude, humiliate or 
marginalise other members.

Mark said the party’s major 
challenge was building a united 
political platform capable of winning 
Nigerians’ confidence, rather than 
fighting members who contested 

2027: DESTMA 

chairman calls for 

support for Tinubu, 

Oborevwori, Okowa, 

APC candidates

BY. NOSA AKENZUA, ASABA

The Chairman of the Delta 
State Traffic Management 
Authority (DESTMA), Chief 

( Sir) Peter Idion, the Adolor 
Dein of Agbor Kingdom, has 
called on Deltans to support 
and vote for the President of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
President Bola Ahmed Asiwaju 
Tinubu, GCFR, in the 2027 
general elections.

Chief Idion in a recent media 
chat, urged Deltans to continue 
to support President Tinubu, 
noting the importance of 
sustaining the reforms, policies 
and development initiatives of 
the Federal Government.

 He called on the people of 
Delta State to remain united 
and support the President 
for continued progress and 
national development.

The DESTMA Chairman 
also called on Deltans to 
support  the Governor of the  
state, Rt. Hon. Sheriff Francis 
Oborevwori, for a second term 
in office.

 He stressed the importance 
of continuity, stability and 
sustained development in 
Delta State, and appealed 
to  the people to give the 
Governor the necessary 
support to continue with his 
administration’s programmes 
and development initiatives.

He equally called on the 
people of Delta North Senatorial 
District to support and vote for 
Senator Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa in the 
2027 general elections.

He described the former 
Governor as an experienced 
leader with the capacity 
to  provide  ef fec t ive 
representation and contribute 
meaningfully to the progress 
and development of Delta 
North.

The DESTMA Chairman also 
appealed to Deltans to support 
all APC candidates contesting 
the 2027 general elections,and  
urged the people to rally 
behind candidates who had 
demonstrated commitment 
to the development of their 
various constituencies and the 
state at large.

According to him, the 2027 
elections  present another 
opportunity for the people 
to make choices that will 
strengthen representation, 
promote development and 
advance the collective interests 
of Delta State and Nigeria.

Consequently, Chief  Idion 
called for peace, unity and 
responsible participation in the 
electoral process, and  urged  
Deltans to come together 
and support leaders who can 
deliver meaningful progress for 
the people.

Osun APC raises alarm over alleged plan by PDP 

LG executives to invade council secretariats

Sylva’s defection: 

APC still intact in 

Bayelsa – Nabena

A former All Progressives 
Congress (APC) Deputy 
National Publicity Secretary, 

Mr Yekini Nabena, says the party is 
still intact in Bayelsa in spite of the 
defection of former Gov Timipre 
Sylva.

Nabena stated this in a 
statement on Wednesday in Abuja, 
while reacting to Sylva’s defection 
from the party

He assured that APC would win 
elections at all levels in the state, 
with or without Sylva.

The News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) reports that Sylva, a former 
Minister of State for Petroleum, 
had, on Monday, announced his 
resignation from APC, alleging that 
the party had derailed from the 
ideals upon which it was founded.

Nabena, who said he was 
speaking on behalf of about 90 per 
cent of Bayelsa APC members and 
stakeholders, however, declared 
that the party was still strong and 
united, maintaining that it was 
a force to reckon with in future 
elections in Bayelsa.

He added that the party’s 
structure and other stakeholders 
had resolved to stay in APC to work 
for its success and deliver President 
Bola Tinubu’s re-election in the 
state.

Nabena said they were also 
determined to work hard to deliver 
all the party’s candidates in the 
coming elections.

While wishing the former 
governor well in his political 
journey, he said that that APC in 
Bayelsa had become a formidable 
institution, bigger than an 
individual.

The African Democratic Congress 
(ADC) has inaugurated a 
national reconciliation and 

peace committee to strengthen 
unity, rebuild trust and resolve 
grievances ahead of 2027.

National Chairman of ADC, Sen. 
David Mark, who performed the 
inauguration on Wednesday in 
Abuja, named Sen. Tunde Ogbeha 
as Chairman, Prof. Oserheimen 
Osunbor, South-South, Deputy 
chairman, Dr Ahmad Ajuji (North-
East), member and Musa Elayo 
(North-Central), member among 
others.

Mark described the reconciliation 
as essential, saying it is to ensure 
every ADC member felt valued and 
carried along.

He said the ADC was founded 
on democracy, inclusion, justice, 
consultation and its handshake 
philosophy, which encouraged 
members to build bridges across 
political differences.

“Our recently concluded primaries 
produced winners, but they also 
produced disappointments and 
grievances. These are realities we 
must acknowledge and address 
clearly today,” he said.

He said an election might 
determine the party’s flag bearers, 

BY MIKE DIKE, OSOGBO

The Osun State chapter 
of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) has raised 

the alarm over an alleged 
plan by purported Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) local 
government council executives 
to invade the secretariats of the 
30 local government areas and 
the Area Office across the state.

The party, in a statement 
signed by its Director of Media 
and Information, Mogaji 
Kola Olabisi, on Wednesday, 
alleged that the purported 
PDP chairmen and councillors 
were planning to take over 
the council secretariats on 
Thursday, September 3, 2026.

The APC also alleged that 
the group had mobilised what 
it described as “hardened and 
dangerous political hoodlums” 
from within and outside the 
state to execute the planned 
invasion.

According to the party, the 
alleged move was emboldened 
by the recent re-election of 
Governor Ademola Adeleke, 
claiming that the purported 
PDP council executives had 
regrouped to force their way 
into the local government 
secretariats.

The APC further alleged 

that the Nigerian Union of 
Local Government Employees 
(NULGE) in the state was 
involved in the purported plan, 
accusing the union of allegedly 
acting in concert with the state 
government.

The party called on the Osun 
State Police Command, the 
Department of State Services 
(DSS) and the Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC) to urgently intervene 
and prevent any action capable 
of disrupting public peace.

The APC argued that 
the dispute over the local 
government councils remains 
a matter before the courts and 
should therefore be resolved 
through the judicial process 
rather than by force.

It maintained that all parties 
involved should allow the legal 
process to run its full course 
in accordance with the 1999 
Constitution, as amended.

“There is no tact and 
diplomacy in a set of hoodlums 
teaming up to promote 
disruption of public peace in 
the state on a matter that is still 
very much alive in the Court of 
Appeal,” the party said.

The APC described any 
attempt by the purported PDP 
council executives to forcibly 
take over the secretariats as 

“a monumental illegality,” 
insisting that the appropriate 
avenue for resolving the 
dispute remained the courts.

The party also linked 
its warning to previous 
political violence in the state, 
expressing concern that a 
fresh confrontation at the local 
government secretariats could 
result in loss of lives.

It specifically recalled the 
killing of one of the reinstated 
APC local government 
chairmen, Hon. Remi Abass 
of Irewole Local Government 
Area, alleging that he was 
killed by suspected PDP thugs 
who, according to the party, 
are currently facing trial at the 
Federal High Court in Abuja.

The APC further stated that 
the legal dispute concerning 
the tenure of the reinstated 
APC local government 
chairmen and councillors 
remained pending before the 
Court of Appeal in Akure, Ondo 
State, after the Federal High 
Court delivered judgment 
against the APC council 
officials.

The party urged the alleged 
PDP council executives to 
refrain from taking the law 
into their own hands and 
instead pursue their grievances 
through the courts.

against others.
The committee’s terms of 

reference according to Mark 
included engaging aspirants, 
candidates, leaders and stakeholders 
in constructive dialogue to identify 
grievances, address legitimate 
concerns and rebuild trust fully.

“I expect the committee to 
discharge this responsibility with 
fairness, neutrality, maturity, sincerity 
and confidentiality. Everyone must 
support this reconciliation process 
wholeheartedly,” he said.

He appealed to all leaders, state 
chairmen, zonal coordinators, 
candidates, aspirants and elected 
representatives to become 
ambassadors of reconciliation 

and reject internal sabotage and 
revenge.

He said the 2027 general 
elections would require a disciplined, 
coordinated and united ADC, adding 
that the party could not approach 
the polls divided.

“The ADC is bigger than any 
individual, aspirant, candidate or 
office. Our Handshake Philosophy 
requires us to reach across differences 
and build bridges,” he said.

He called on aggrieved members 
to give reconciliation a chance, 
candidates to extend fellowship, 
unsuccessful aspirants to remain 
committed, and leaders to lead by 
example.

Mark charged committee 
members to build bridges, heal 
wounds, restore confidence and 
unite members, urging them to 
work together for the country and 
its people.

In his acceptance speech, Ogbeha 
said he recognised the enormous 
responsibility before the committee 
and would do everything humanly 
possible to achieve the objectives.

“Our members must sacrifice and 
put Nigeria first, then the party and 
personal interests, because the 2027 
election offers another opportunity 
for collective success.

Ogbeha assured the party 
leadership that they would uphold 
the oath with honesty, transparency, 
diligence and fear of God while 
pursuing justice, reconciliation, 
peace and unity.
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The paparazzi endowed 
with Jaiye Kuti movie 
titled " Jaiyeola ni moje" is 
getting more interesting 
as the movie is set to 
move from Nigeria to 
Canada, United States, 
United Kingdom, France 
and Netherlands.

According to the 
actress, "We are so 
excited to personally 
bring this story to 
audiences around the 
world. This September 
2026, we are coming to 
you! So wherever you 
are, tell your friends, 
tell your family, tell 
your community—

tell everyone to tell 
everyone!

“Let them come, yes 
let them come laugh 
with us. Come feel with 
us. Come experience the 
story.

“The movie, Jayeola 
Monje: The Anniversary, 
which is set to storm major 
Cinemas around the 
world is been distributed 
by: Nile Entertainment @
nileentertainment.

" The whole world 
will be shaking with the 
Jaiyeola anniversary 
which is already 
generating anticipation 
all over the world "
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Burna Boy makes history as 1st 

Nigerian surpassing 4 billion views

Nigerian Grammy winning artiste, 
Damini Ogulu, popularly known 
as Burna Boy, has become the first 

Nigerian artiste to surpass four billion 
views on YouTube.

The milestone was achieved through 
the combined views of music videos 
and other content on the artiste’s official 
YouTube channel.

The development underscores the 
global appeal of Burna Boy’s music 
and the growing international reach of 

Afrobeats.
The singer’s catalogue includes 

popular songs such as “Ye,” “On The Low,” 
“Last Last” and “For My Hand”, which have 
collectively attracted hundreds of millions 
of views on the video-sharing platform.

Burna Boy had earlier made history 
in 2021 by becoming the first Nigerian 
artiste to surpass one billion total views 
on YouTube.

The achievement comes amid a series 
of international milestones recorded by 

the artiste, whose music has continued 
to attract audiences across Africa, Europe, 
North America and other parts of the 
world.

Industry observers say the 
achievement reflects the increasing role 
of digital platforms in taking Nigerian 
music to a global audience.

Also, the milestone places Burna Boy 
among the leading African artistes on 
YouTube and sets a new benchmark for 
Nigerian music.

Jaiye Kuti takes movie 

on world tour

Veteran Nollywood actor, Yomi 
King aka Opebe has sparked 
concern among colleagues 

and fans after filmmaker Kunle Afod 
appealed for urgent support over his 
deteriorating health condition.

Afod made the appeal recently 
after visiting the actor at his residence 
in Ibadan, sharing a video in which 
he called on Nigerians and industry 
stakeholders to come to Opebe’s aid.

According to Afod, the actor’s 
health has continued to decline, 
leaving him in need of medical 
assistance and support.

As of August 2026, Baba Opebe 
has been battling a serious, 
undisclosed health challenge for 
over a year, causing him to step 
away from the screen. According to 
an account, fellow actor Kunle Afod 
and other industry supporters shared 
that he has undergone multiple tests 
and received blood transfusions 
across various hospitals, though 
doctors have yet to reach a definitive 
diagnosis.

And a support appeal have been 
raised for the ailing heath of the 
comedian . Public calls and prayers 
have been raised by fans and 
colleagues asking for urgent financial 
and medical assistance to help the 
veteran actor get proper specialised 
care.

“Our fans, we have come again 
this time around for one of our 

Nollywood has been thrown into 
mourning following the death 
of actress Atinuke Remilekun 

Kareem, who passed away after 
battling breast cancer.

Kareem’s death was announced 
on Tuesday by Owolabi Ajasa, the 
Ogun State governor of the Theatre 
Arts and Motion Pictures Practitioners 
Association of Nigeria (TAMPAN), in a 
statement shared on his Instagram 
page.

Ajasa expressed appreciation to 
colleagues, fans and well-wishers 
who supported the actress financially 
and emotionally during her illness, 
but said their efforts had ultimately 
not been enough to save her.

“Sadly, despite all our efforts and 
prayers, Atinuke has passed on and 
answered the final call,” Ajasa said.

He added that the association 
remained grateful to everyone 
who contributed towards Kareem’s 
treatment, offered prayers or 
encouraged her and her family 
during the difficult period.

The actress had publicly appealed 

Opebe in critical condition, 

seeks financial help

Another tragedy hits 

Nollywood

elders in the industry, Baba Opebe. 
He’s not feeling healthy. His health is 
diminishing,” Afod said.

The filmmaker urged individuals 
and organisations with the capacity 
to assist the actor to come forward, 
saying the veteran entertainer 
needed help at this critical period.

Speaking about his condition, 
Opebe revealed that he has been 
battling the health challenge since 
last year despite undergoing several 
medical tests.

The actor said doctors have been 
unable to identify the exact illness 
affecting him, although he was 
informed that he had low blood 
levels and was given four pints of 
blood.

“I have done a series of tests but 
nothing was found. They only told 
me that I’m short of blood and I was 
given four pints of blood,” Opebe 
said.

He added that he had visited 
different hospitals in search of 
answers but his condition had 
continued to worsen.

Opebe, known for his 
contributions to Yoruba Nollywood, 
has been absent from movie screens 
due to his health struggles

Kunle Afod’s appeal has since 
drawn attention from fans and 
members of the entertainment 
industry, with many calling for 
support for the veteran actor.

for assistance during her battle with 
breast cancer. In a video circulated 
online, Kareem disclosed that she 
had been receiving treatment for 
some time and that the financial 
burden had placed considerable 
pressure on her family.

“I’m a breast cancer patient. It has 
been going on for a while. My family 
has spent a lot of money; I’ve come 
to seek help,” she said in the appeal.

Kareem also revealed that she 
was a mother of two young children 
as she appealed to Nigerians and 
other well-wishers to assist with her 
treatment.

Her death has triggered an 
outpouring of grief across the Yoruba 
film industry, coming barely days 
after the death of veteran actor Taiwo 
Hassan, popularly known as Ogogo, 
who died after a prolonged battle 
with cancer.

Kareem’s passing has therefore 
deepened the sense of loss within an 
industry that has endured a string of 
bereavements involving actors and 
other practitioners.

Nollywood veteran Patience 
Ozokwor has advised 
wealthy parents against over-

pampering their children, stressing 
that shielding them from challenges 
and resilience-building struggles 
ultimately ruins their lives.

The actress, while speaking during 
a recent interview, spoke against 
parents shielding their children from 
every form of hardship in a bid to give 
them a better life. She stated that such 
moves could unintentionally prevent 
them from developing resilience and 
appreciating what they have.

Ozokwor also argued that children 
who grow up surrounded by wealth 
may struggle to understand the effort 
their parents put into acquiring their 
properties and other possessions.

“The fastest way to ruin a child’s 
life is to say you don’t want them 
to suffer the way you did. I’m not 
saying allow them to suffer. What I’m 
saying is allow them to struggle. Go 
through the process. When they don’t 
struggle, can you imagine you have, 
like, 20 houses? You have in Enugu, 
you have in Abuja, you have in Lagos. 
Your children will just be struggling, 
‘Which one belongs to me?’ They 
don’t know how you struggled to 
get those things,” she stated.

Patience 

Ozokwor shares 

hard advice for 

parents
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D’Tigress name final 
squad for 2026 FIBA 
Women’s Basketball 
World Cup

Nigeria Women Basketball 
team, D’Tigress  head 
Coach Rena Wakama 

has named 12-player squad 
for the 2026 FIBA Women’s 
Basketball World Cup in 
Germany.

Amy Okonkwo will captain 
the reigning African 
champions, who are set to 
make their third appearance 
at the global tournament after 
featuring at the 2006 and 2018 
editions.

Ezinne Kalu and Promise 
Amukamara are the only 
players in the squad who 
featured at the 2018 World 
Cup. Their inclusion means 
they will become the first 
Nigerian players to appear 
at two editions of the FIBA 
Women’s Basketball World 
Cup.

D’Tigress arrived in Berlin 
on Wednesday ahead of the 
tournament, which runs from 
September 4 to 13.

Nigeria have been drawn in 
Group B alongside Hungary, 
the Republic of Korea and 
France. Wakama’s team will 
open their campaign against 
the Republic of Korea at 
the Berlin Arena on Friday, 
September 4.

They will face Hungary at 
the Max-Schmeling-Halle 
the following day before 
completing their group-stage 
fixtures against France at 
the Berlin Arena on Monday, 
September 7.

D’Tigress head into the 
tournament with history on 
their side after making a 
landmark run at the 2018 
World Cup in Spain. Nigeria 
became the first African team 
to reach the quarter-finals of 
the competition.

D’Tigress  full squad includes, 
Promise Amukamara, Jordan 
Obi, Elizabeth Balogun, 
Murjanatu Musa, Pallas 
Kunaiyi, Rita Igbokwe, 
Victoria Macaulay, Ezinne 
Kalu, Shay Ijiwoye, Nicole 
Enabosi, Amy Okonkwo and 
Grace Efosa.

Sabalenka earns win over US Open 
debutant Polina Iatcenko
Two-time defending champion Aryna Sabalenka 

earned one of the quickest Grand Slam wins of 
her career with a 53-minute pummeling of US 

Open debutant Polina Iatcenko in the second round.
Sabalenka, 28, is aiming to win her first major title 

of a strange season where she has enjoyed spectacular 
success but is now looking to recover from a recent 
dip.

Coasting to a 6-1 6-1 victory over 22-year-old 

qualifier Iatcenko did not offer a true test of where 
Sabalenka's level is.

But the ruthless manner in which she secured 
victory will certainly boost confidence as she looks to 
complete a rare 'three-peat' of US Open titles.

"I'm happy with the level I played, happy with 
the focus and happy to be through this match," said 
Sabalenka, who will play Uzbekistan's Kamilla 
Rakhimova in the third round.

FIFA U20 Women’s World 
Cup: Falconets in Katowice, 
countenance opening match 
against Spain

Continental Challenges:NFF charges 
Edo Queens, Rangers, others to do 
Nigeria proud

Nigeria’s U20 Women’s 
National Team, the Falconets, 
departed their training base 

in Trzebnica on Thursday and 
arrived at the Novotel Katowice 
Centrum as preparations enter the 
final stretch ahead of the 2026 FIFA 
U20 Women’s World Cup kicking off 
in Poland on Saturday.

The team spent 10 days days 
in Trzebnica, where Head Coach 
Moses Aduku and his technical 
crew intensified work on the squad’s 
tactical organisation, technical 
execution, physical conditioning 
and overall team cohesion. The 
period also provided the players 
with valuable time to acclimatise to 
the Polish environment and build 
match sharpness ahead of the global 
tournament.

As part of their final build-up, the 
Falconets played two international 

friendly matches against quality 
opposition. They recorded an 
impressive 1-0 victory over hosts 
Poland last Friday with Mary 
Mamudu scoring the decisive goal 
in first-half. The team followed that 
result with a 1-1 draw against Korea 
Republic on Tuesday in their final 
warm-up match, with Mamudu also 
the goalscorer.

The two matches provided the 
technical crew with an opportunity 
to assess the team against different 
types of opposition, while allowing 
the players to further adapt to 
the pace, intensity and conditions 
expected at the World Cup. With 
the Trzebnica phase now completed, 
attention turns to Katowice, 
where the Falconets will establish 
themselves ahead of their opening 
Group F encounter against Spain on 
Monday.

Nigeria Football 
Federation, NFF, 
acting General 

Secretary, Emmauel Ikpeme, 
on Thursday expressed 
confidence in the capacities 
of WAFU-B Women’s 
Champions League finalists 
Edo Queens and the four 
Clubs flying Nigeria’s flag in 
continental competitions this 
weekend to fight hard for the 
badge and make the nation 
proud.

Edo Queens, 2024 winners 
of the WAFU-B Women’s 
Champions League, will take 
on Ampem Darkoa of Ghana 
in the competition’s final in 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 
with the winner guaranteed 
a spot in this year’s CAF 
Women’s Champions League 
finals.

In CAF Club competitions, 
Enugu Rangers and Rivers 
United FC will begin 
their campaigns in this 
year’s Champions League 
competition with United 
away to FC San Pedro of Cote 
d’Ivoire in Abidjan, while 
Enugu Rangers lock horns 
with SOBEMAP FC of Benin 
Republic at the MKO Abiola 
Sports Arena in Abeokuta. 
Both are first preliminary 
round, first leg matchesIn 
the CAF Confederation Cup, 
Shooting Stars Sports Club 
are up against CS Sfaxien 
of Tunisia in another first 
preliminary round, first leg 

match at the MKO Abiola 
Sports Arena, while El-
Kanemi Warriors confront 
Deportio Nationale of Guinea 
at the Remo Stars Stadium in 
Ikenne.

“I have no doubt in the 
capacity of each of the teams 
flying the country’s flag this 
weekend to make Nigeria 
proud. However, it is not going 
to be picnic-time against 
their equally well-prepared 
and ambitious opponents. 
Edo Queens have done very 
well to get to the final, and I 
believe they have enough left 
in their tank to deliver the 
goods against their Ghanaian 
opponents and bring the 
trophy to Nigeria.

“Rangers and Rivers United 
have the responsibility to 
start a new song for Nigeria 
in the CAF Champions 
League, which we have not 
won in the past 22 years. 
Shooting Stars and El-
Kanemi Warriors should 
also take to the pitch at their 
different venues with gusto, 
focus, and positive energy. 
It is time that we begin the 
journey for a gradual return 
to the forefront of African 
club football competitions.”

Edo Queens hammered AS 
Garde Nationale of Niger 
Republic 7-0 and defeated 
ASEC Mimosas of Cote 
d’Ivoire 3-1 before losing 1-2 
to Ampem Darkoa in their 
final group phase game.
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Prosperity Cup 
organisers celebrate 
Premium Trust Bank 
new branch
BY WARIYAI DANIELS, YENAGOA 

Organisers of Nigeria's biggest grassroots 
football spectacle, the Bayelsa 
Governor's Football Tournament, 

tagged the Prosperity Cup, have congratulated 
the board, management and staff of 
Premium Trust Bank, and particularly the 
Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer, 
Dr. Emmanuel Emefienim for inaugurating 
another branch in Yenagoa, Bayelsa State.

Director General of the tournament, Mr Ono 
Akpe, in a statement on behalf of the Central 
Organizing Committee, COC, described the 
development as a significant milestone for 
the financial institution that has continued to 
flourish in the State under Dr. Emefienim. 

He lauded the Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer of Premium Trust Bank, Dr. 
Emmanuel Emefienim, whom he describes as 
a goal-getter, for the foresight in expanding 
its operations and bringing quality banking 
services closer to the people of Bayelsa State, 
stating that the financial institution in the 
past five years has emerged as Nigeria's 
fastest growing financial institution. 

According to him, the latest addition from 
Premium Trust Bank reflects the bank’s 
confidence in the economic potential of the 
State and its willingness to contribute to the 
development of the State and the Niger Delta 
region. 

The statement commended the bank for 
its investment in the Governor's Football 
Tournament, and that the institution's 
continued sponsorship of the tournament 
shows its commitment to the development of 
sports, maintaining that the institution in the 
last few years has used the Prosperity Cup to 
positively engage youths in the State. 

Mr. Akpe acknowledged the bank’s 
commitment to growth, innovation and 
excellent customer service, describing its 
presence in Yenagoa as a positive development 
for residents and businesses operating in 
Bayelsa.

The COC equally appreciated the governor, 
Senator Douye Diri and the Deputy Governor, 
Dr. Peter Akpe for creating the enabling 
environment for businesses to thrive in the 
State. 

He further expressed pride in having 
Premium Trust Bank as part of its growing 
family of partners, that the partnership 
represents a shared commitment in 
supporting the philosophy of the Governor's 
Football Tournament, pointing out that the 
platform has become a launchpad for the 
development of grassroots football in the 
country. 

"The entire family of the Bayelsa 
Governor's Football Tournament celebrates 
with Premium Trust Bank on the official 
inauguration of their new branch in Yenagoa, 
we are elated with this development" Akpe 
said.

"Your commitment to growth and services 
in Bayelsa State is commendable, and 
we are proud to have you as part of the 
Prosperity Cup family. Your investment 
in the tournament speaks volume of the 
institution's passion for sports development" 
the statement said. 

"We wish to particularly commend the 
Managing Director, Dr Emefienim, who has 
been driving the partnership between the 
bank and the Prosperity Cup for his passion 
and commitment to sports development in 
the State".

"We want to, as well appreciate the 
governor, Senator Douye Diri and the deputy 
governor, Dr. Peter Akpe for creating an 
enabling environment for businesses to thrive. 
Bayelsa under the Prosperity administration 
has become the safest state in the country due 
to your investment in security" he added.

Manchester City make strong push 
for Echegini

ICC U19 Women T20 World Cup 
qualifier: Nigeria beat Tanzania to 
reach semifinals

Manchester City are 
intensifying efforts 
to sign Super 

Falcons midfielder Jennifer 
Echegini from Paris Saint-
Germain.

The Women’s Super 
League champions have 
already seen several offers 
for the Nigeria international 
rejected.

According to  report City 
remain determined to 
secure Echegini’s services 
before the WSL transfer 
window closes

PSG, however, are 
reluctant to part ways 

with the 25-year-old, who 
has one year left on her 
contract.

Echegini has developed 
into an important member 
of the Parisian side since 
joining the club in 2024.

The midfielder is familiar 
with English football, 
having spent part of her 
youth career with Charlton 
Athletic, Millwall and 
Arsenal. She joined PSG 
after one season with 
Juventus, where she 
enjoyed an impressive 
campaign, scoring 10 goals 
in 16 appearances.

Nigeria’s Junior 
F e m a l e 
YellowGreens have 

qualified for the semifinal 
of the ICC U19 Women’s 
T20 World Cup Africa 
qualifier after producing 
another commanding 
performance to defeat 
hosts Tanzania by 57 
runs.

 The emphatic victory 
completed a perfect 
group-stage campaign 
for the Nigerian girls, 
who maintained their 

unbeaten record and 
strengthened their 
position as one of the 
leading contenders in the 
tournament. 

The YellowGreens 
dominated the contest 
against the hosts, 
combining disciplined 
bowling with an impressive 
batting display to secure 
a comfortable margin of 
victory and underline 
their growing confidence 
as the competition enters 
its decisive phase.

Anthony Joshua yet to sign Tyson 

Fury heavyweight fight contract

British boxing promoter Frank Warren has said that 
Anthony Joshua is yet to sign the contract for his 
proposed heavyweight clash with Tyson Fury.

Warren, however noted that Fury has already completed 
his side of the agreement.

The delay is linked to disagreements over the venue and 
other contractual details, putting the long-awaited all-British 
showdown at risk of further postponement.

Joshua’s original contract favoured a UK venue, with 
Wembley Stadium among the options, but organisers and 
broadcasters Netflix and Saudi-backed Sela are pushing for 
the fight to take place at Madison Square Garden in New York.

Warren said the conflicting contracts must be amended 
before the bout can be finalised, with Joshua’s side now 
needing to resolve the outstanding issues.

“It’s not for me to give him [a deadline]; it’s the people 
who are paying the money. It’s all this stuff, as I said from the 

beginning, it’s about contracts. I know what the contracts 
say. The contracts have all got to be amended,” Warren told 
Independent.

“Tyson’s signed. Tyson’s done. He don’t care when the 
fight takes place. [If] they want it in New York, they want it in 
Barbados, they want it on the Isle of Wight, he’s signed. He’s 
done.”

Warren revealed that Fury signed his contract in January 
when the fight was initially scheduled for September. 
However, the proposed date was pushed back after Joshua 
was involved in an accident.

“He signed for the fight in January,” Warren continued. “The 
fight was supposed to take place in September, but what 
happened with AJ and his accident, that all got pushed back.

“Where we got to with it was obviously AJ had his fight 
back, and we’d already had that one in December with Jake 
Paul.
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Fake agencies and ghost workers saga
BY EHI BRAIMAH

The latest scandal involving fake government 
agencies and ghost workers should not 
be dismissed as another corruption story 

in Nigeria’s seemingly endless catalogue of 
public-sector abuses. It is better to treat it as a 
critical inquiry into the quality of governance. 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s decision to order 
a comprehensive forensic audit of the Integrated 
Personnel and Payroll Information System (IPPIS), 
federal agencies and related government systems 
is therefore timely.

The audit, to be coordinated by finance minister 
and coordinating minister of the economy, Taiwo 
Oyedele, is expected to examine payroll records, 
personnel and pension systems, bank accounts, 
government agencies and the connections 
between IPPIS, GIFMIS (Government Integrated 
Financial and Management Information System), 
Remita and the Treasury Single Account.

But an uncomfortable question must be asked: 
why did government need another scandal 
before it looked seriously at the architecture of 
government? That is the bigger issue.

The discovery of the fictitious Presidential 
Foreign Intervention Promotion Council (PFIPC) 
and other allegedly fake agencies is astonishing. 
More disturbing is that PFIPC, one of the phantom 
entities, reportedly secured a N1.3 billion allocation 
in the 2026 federal budget. The scandal raises a 
fundamental question: if an agency that does not 
legally exist can find its way into the budget, what 
else is hiding in the system?

The Independent Corrupt Practices and Other 
Related Offences Commission (ICPC) subsequently 
uncovered another alleged fake agency and 
reported that the promoter created additional 
fictitious entities, complete with forged legislative 
documents and bank accounts. This is no longer 
simply about one clever fraudster; it is about a 
system that is broken and apparently had enough 
gaps for the fraud to flourish.

That brings us to the Stephen Oronsaye Report 
– a low-hanging fruit – which has been gathering 
dust since the report was submitted in 2012 after 
a presidential committee chaired by former Head 
of the Civil Service, Stephen Oronsaye, examined 
the structure of federal government agencies and 
the cost of governance.

The report identified duplication, overlapping 
mandates and unnecessary agencies. Among 
its major recommendations was reducing 263 
statutory agencies to 161, abolishing 38 agencies, 
merging 52 and reverting 14 to departments 
within ministries.

In February 2024, President Tinubu’s Federal 
Executive Council approved implementation of 
the report, with agencies to be scrapped, merged, 
subsumed or relocated. An implementation 
committee was subsequently inaugurated with 
a 12-week deadline.

So, what happened?
That is precisely the question Nigerians 

should be asking. More than two years after the 
presidential approval, the evidence suggests 
that implementation has been selective and 
incomplete. In fact, the government has continued 
to create or entertain proposals for new agencies 
whose mandates overlap with existing institutions.

The International Centre for Investigative 
Reporting (ICIR) recently documented this 
contradiction, noting that the executive and 
legislative pipelines continue to produce new 
agencies despite the stated commitment to 
rationalisation. This is where the government’s 
credibility is tested, as it cannot approbate 
and reprobate at the same time. If the cost of 

governance is too high, then why are we creating 
more ministries, departments, agencies and 
boards?

Instead of the promise of a leaner government, 
the political system continues to treat the creation 
of agencies as a convenient way of rewarding 
interests, creating positions and distributing 
patronage. I have a strong feeling that President 
Tinubu is now ready to step on toes and wield 
the big stick because of the embarrassing ICPC 
revelations.

But why is the Oronsaye so difficult to 
implement?

The uncomfortable answer is that reform 
threatens vested interests. Every agency has a 
director-general, chairman, board members, 
directors, special assistants, administrative 
structures, procurement opportunities, contracts 
and budgetary allocations. Merging two agencies 
may make economic sense to the taxpayer, but it 
also means that somebody’s office disappears.

On the other hand, scrapping an agency means 
eliminating positions and reducing the number 
of political appointments. Politicians and civil 
servants know that rationalising government has 
political consequences. That is why the Oronsaye 
Report has survived three administrations. 
Jonathan did not fully implement it. Buhari 
ignored it. Tinubu announced implementation in 
2024, but the process remains far from complete.

The ICIR’s recent assessment is particularly 
revealing: despite the 2024 approval, 
implementation has been selective, while new 
establishment bills continue to emerge. But there 
is another problem: legislation.

Some agencies cannot simply disappear 
because they were created by Acts of the 
National Assembly. Some mergers therefore 
require legislative amendments. For example, 
the proposed subsuming of the National Salaries, 
Incomes and Wages Commission into the Revenue 
Mobilisation Allocation and Fiscal Commission 
requires constitutional amendment because the 
latter is constitutionally established.

But that cannot become an excuse for 
doing nothing. The federal government knows 
which agencies require legislation and those 
that can be administratively merged. What 
of redundant agencies and those that can be 
returned to ministries? We should not pretend 
that government does not know them. In fact, 

the reform could have been done in phases with 
specific deliverables.

This naturally leads us to the ghost-worker 
scandal which is equally revealing. Nigeria has 
invested heavily in payroll technology, which 
explains why the IPPIS was supposed to eliminate 
precisely the kind of fraud now being exposed.

If fictitious names, ineligible personnel or 
fraudulent bank accounts can still penetrate the 
payroll system, then the issue is no longer simply 
whether IPPIS exists; it is whether the controls 
around IPPIS work. And if the allegation that some 
workers who live and work abroad are drawing 
salaries from the civil service is true, then the 
allegation, in my view, would be a much bigger 
scandal.

The ICPC has reported recovering more than 
N24 billion linked to ghost workers’ pensions and 
obtaining forfeiture orders involving more than 
900 suspected ghost workers. That is a staggering 
indictment of institutional controls.

The President’s forensic audit is therefore 
welcome, but it must not become another 
committee exercise that produces a report 
which eventually gathers dust. What we are 
suffering from is poor implementation of rules 
and regulations; enforcement of existing laws 
and ignoring committee recommendations, not 
a shortage of reports

Whatever happened to previous white papers 
and audit reports? We have reform programmes 
and anti-corruption agencies, but we often lack 
the political will to follow recommendations to 
their logical conclusion. That is a governance 
failure spanning several seasons since 1999.

The most important lesson from the fake-
agency scandal is that corruption does not always 
require sophisticated technology; sometimes, it 
only requires institutional negligence. How could 
an agency without a proper legal foundation 
obtain recognition, open accounts, have access 
to government offices, and be accommodated 
within the national budget? That is a huge scandal 
arising from poor stewardship.

How could several layers of bureaucracy fail 
to ask the most basic question: where is the 
enabling law? These questions should form part 
of the forensic investigation by Tunde Oyedele 
and his committee. The President’s directive 
appropriately says the audit should go beyond 
individual cases and examine the architecture of 
government. That is exactly what is required, but 

the architecture must lead to restructuring for far-
reaching decisions.

If the forensic audit, for example, discovers 50 
weaknesses and government merely fixes the 
individual cases, we will be back here again. The 
objective should be to create a government where 
it is structurally difficult – not merely illegal – for a 
fake agency or ghost worker to enter the system. 
The Oronsaye Report should be the starting point 
to clean up an opaque system. The government 
should resist the temptation to establish yet 
another committee to review the report.

The report is old, which means some 
recommendations may require updating because 
Nigeria’s institutional landscape has changed, but 
the central diagnosis remains relevant: too many 
institutions have overlapping responsibilities at 
too great a cost.

Indeed, a recent analysis cited concerns that 
Nigeria now has more than 900 MDAs (it could be 
more), with estimates of significant annual losses 
associated with the proliferation of agencies.

The answer is not another report. While the 
Tunde Oyedele Committee is diligently carrying 
out President Tinubu’s directive, the government 
should publish the Oronsaye Implementation 
Matrix showing which agency has been scrapped, 
merged, subsumed, or requires legislation. If 
implementation was stalled at some point, who 
is now responsible for completing each action? 
There should also be a deadline for feedback.

And, importantly, no new federal agency 
should be created without demonstrating 
that its functions cannot be performed by an 
existing institution. That should become a rule 
of governance going forward. President Tinubu 
deserves credit for ordering the forensic audit, 
but Nigerians should not judge the exercise by 
the number of ghost workers discovered or fake 
agencies exposed – they should judge it by what 
happens after the discovery.

Will the government recover the money and 
will those responsible face prosecution? Those 
who failed in their supervisory responsibilities 
should be held accountable. We also want to 
know whether duplicated agencies were actually 
merged and if redundant agencies were made to 
disappear like the morning dew.

Without prejudice to Tunde Oyedele’s 
Committee Report, the number of government 
entities must be reduced, and payroll verification 
should become continuous rather than episodic. 
Government should also stop creating the 
institutional conditions that make these scandals 
possible.

Meanwhile, how many weaknesses in 
government remain undiscovered because 
nobody is looking? Who are the promoters of fake 
agencies and ghost workers? If they truly exist, 
why can’t we find them? That is why this scandal 
should not be treated merely as another anti-
corruption event, but a governance story.

The Oronsaye Report provides a tested 
framework for rationalising government, 
eliminating duplication and reducing the cost of 
governance. The Tinubu administration should 
pick it. If government is serious about fighting 
ghost workers and fake agencies, it must do more 
than clean up the symptoms by redesigning the 
system that produced them.

Nigerians are entitled to ask: if the government 
approved the Oronsaye reforms in 2024, why are 
we still debating the same problem in 2026?
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