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Nigerians have called on the 
Federal Government, security 
agencies and the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 

(INEC) to consider seriously the recent 
warning by Dr Donald Duke, a former 
Cross River State and presidential can-
didate of  the Peoples Redemption Party 
(PRP) against politics of  desperation, hu-
man sacrifice and violence.

Barrister Olalekan Festus Ojo, a La-
gos-based human rights lawyer and 
strong advocate of  social justice, one of  
those who spoke to Sunday Independent 
at the weekend, said that Duke's warning 
against politics of  desperation, human 
sacrifice, and violence is not merely 
rhetorical caution, but, also a constitu-
tional alarm that demands institutional 
response of  the highest urgency.

Duke’s recent warning came against 
the backdrop of  recent reports of  politi-
cally related killings in different parts of  
the country, the quizzing of  Osun Senator 
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Lassa Fever, Cholera, Diphtheria Emergencies 
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K I N G S L E Y  I G H O M W E N G H I A N
 

Aliko Dangote, Nigerian billion-
aire and Africa’s richest man is 
set to raise the stake a notch fur-
ther in the coming weeks as his 
Dangote Group, on Friday, got the 
blessing of  Nigeria’s Securities 
& Exchange Commission (SEC) 

to flag-off  the process of  trans-
forming his Dangote Petroleum 
Refinery and Petrochemicals FZE 
from a private enterprise into a 
public limited liability company.

The company will, on September 
14, open its formal order book to be-
gin its Initial Public Offering (IPO) 
of  4.1 billion ordinary shares at ₦525 

each, amounting to approximately 
₦2.15 trillion. Proceeds of  the IPO 
will be invested to more than double 
the refinery’s capacity from 650,000 
barrel per day to 1.4 million bpd, fi-
nance a newly proposed 700,000bpd 
refinery in Kenya, scaling out the 
Lekki Petrochemical infrastructure 
for production of  polypropylene, 

fertilizers, and sub-chemical de-
rivatives, and to partly repay or re-
structure maturing operational debt 
estimated at $3.65 billion to improve 
e the company’s debt-to-equity ratio 
ahead of  its secondary listing on the 
London Stock Exchange (LSE).

However, the SEC also regis-
tered the company's existing 120.13 

billion ordinary shares, bringing the 
company’s estimated total valuation 
to about ₦63.07 trillion (or $39.1 bil-
lion). The refinery’s listing is expect-
ed to raise the Nigerian market cap-
italization to about ₦222.6 trillion, 
and account for nearly one-third of  

CONTINUES ON P2 ¢ 

C H I O M A  U M E H A
LAGOS

Nigeria’s health-security system 
is facing a fresh test as Lassa fever, 
cholera and diphtheria expose dan-
gerous gaps in disease detection, lab-
oratory capacity, treatment, immu-
nisation, sanitation and community 
surveillance.

The revelation comes amid a 
cholera outbreak that has produced 
more than 65,000 suspected cases 

across 35 states and about 195 Local 
Government Areas this year, accord-
ing to the Nigeria Centre for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Despite a decline in weekly cases, 
the NCDC has warned that trans-
mission remains ongoing and that 
Nigeria could face another surge be-
tween late August and October as the 
rainy season continues.

Flooding, unsafe water and poor 
sanitation threaten to reverse hard-
won gains, raising fresh concerns 
over whether Nigeria is adequately 

prepared to stop outbreaks before 
they become full-blown emergen-
cies.

Similarly, Nigeria recorded 14 
new confirmed cases of  Lassa fe-
ver between August 10 and 16, 2026, 
bringing the total number of  con-
firmed cases this year to 1,035, with 
252 deaths recorded, according to 
NCDC.

With Lassa fever and diphtheria 
also placing communities under 
pressure, public health experts are 
warning that Nigeria can no longer 

afford a predominantly reactive ap-
proach to disease outbreaks.

Professor Sunday Olajide Awofi-
sayo, Public Health and Biomedical 
Research Advocate, said the country 
must urgently move beyond an over-
reliance on emergency reaction and 
build a sustainable system capable 
of  detecting, treating and containing 
outbreaks before they escalate.

His warning comes against the 
backdrop of  continuing Lassa fever 
transmission, a recurring seasonal 
epidemic particularly during the 

dry season.
By Epidemiological Week 8 of  

2026, the NCDC had reported cases 
and deaths across 18 states and 67 
Local Government Areas, with Bau-
chi, Ondo, Taraba, Edo and Benue 
accounting for more than 80 percent 
of  confirmed cases.

Healthcare workers have also 
been affected, highlighting continu-
ing weaknesses in infection preven-
tion and control and placing front-
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Senator Oluremi Tinubu, First Lady (middle), presenting a cheque for the 18 business owners, the victims of Calabar Mall infeno, to 
Bassey Otu, Governor, Cross River State (right), and his wife, Eyoanwan-Itam, in Calabar, Cross River, at the weekend. 

2027: Nigerians Raise Fresh Alarm Against Anti-Democratic Forces
who openly reportedly told his 
supporters at a campaign rally 
to kill their opponents and also 
Borno Commissioner and Abu-
ja LG Chair, also equally issued 
such a threat to those who failed 
to vote for the ruling All Progres-
sives Congress (APC during the 
2027 general elections.

Over 50 people were allegedly 
killed while several people were 
injured and maimed, while polit-
ical parties had their properties 
including materials destroyed 
during campaigns for the Au-
gust 15 Osun off-season gover-
norship election.

Ojo, the Managing Partner, 
Platinum & Taylor Hill LP, one 
of  the nation’s major law cham-
bers, stated: “That a presiden-
tial candidate feels compelled 
to publicly warn against ritual 
killings and political violence as 
campaigns gather momentum 
tells us everything about the 
dangerous direction our elec-
toral politics is heading.

“The quizzing of  a sitting 
Senator, a Borno Commissioner, 
and an Abuja Local Government 
Chairman in connection with 
these threats is a significant de-
velopment that must be pursued 
to its logical conclusion, prose-
cution, not merely questioning.

“Nigerians have watched too 
many high-profile investigations 

evaporate into institutional si-
lence. This must not be one of  
them.

“The authorities must adopt 
several immediate and concrete 
measures. Security agencies 
must establish a dedicated 2027 
Electoral Violence Intelligence 
Unit that monitors, intercepts, 
and prosecutes threats before 
they materialise into actual 
harm.

“The Attorney General of  
the Federation (AGF) must pub-
licly declare that political vio-
lence, including ritual killings 
connected to electoral ambition, 
will attract the full weight of  the 
criminal law without exception 
or political interference.

“INEC must formally black-
list any candidate or party found 
by security agencies to be con-
nected to electoral violence or re-
lated criminal conduct, making 
ineligibility the immediate con-
sequence of  established violent 
conduct.

“Traditional rulers and reli-
gious leaders must be formally 
mobilised as community intel-
ligence assets, their proximity 
to grassroots political activities 
makes them irreplaceable early 
warning systems that the gov-
ernment must deliberately en-
gage and resource.

“Most critically, the exist-
ing prosecutions must proceed 
transparently and publicly to 
conviction where evidence sup-
ports it.

“Nothing deters political 
violence more powerfully than 
watching its sponsors, regard-
less of  political rank or social 
standing, face imprisonment. 
Impunity is the oxygen of  elec-
toral violence. Remove it and 
democracy breathes again.”

Barrister Kenneth Udeze, 
the National Chairman of  the 
Action Alliance (AA), who also 
spoke on the issue stated that in 
light of  Dr Donald Duke’s warn-
ing and the recent arrests of  an 
Osun Senator, Borno Commis-
sioner, and Abuja LG Chair, the 
authorities must act decisively 
before campaigns escalate.

Chief  Udeze stressed: “First, 
INEC, DSS, and Police should 
set up a joint Election Violence 
Monitoring Taskforce with a 
hotline for real-time reporting. 

“Secondly, enforce the Elec-
toral Act strictly: immediate 
prosecution and public naming 
of  any politician linked to thug-
gery, hate speech, or ‘desperation 
tactics’. 

“Thirdly, mandate political 
parties to sign a Peace Accord 
with sanctions attached, and 

deploy security to hotspots early. 
“Democracy cannot thrive 

where fear and bloodshed are 
tools. The law must be seen to 
work now.”

Dr Victor Mathew, a security 
expert and human rights moti-
vator, said that it is very unfor-
tunate that Nigerian elections 
have been characterised by pol-
iticians who are very desperate 
and ready to go to any length in 
achieving their evil design and 
agenda, killings, Intimidations, 
electoral violence.                   

Dr Mathew, the Executive 
Director, Kingdom Advocacy 
Network (KAN) and CEO, Next-
step Security Organisation 
stated: “The Peace Committee 
comprising Gen. Abdulsalami 
Abubskar, former Head of  State; 
Bishop Matthew Hassan Kukah, 
and other eminent Nigerians 
became necessary because our 
elections had become very toxic 
and frightening.            

“Credit must got to former 
President Goodluck Jonathan 
who has  gained international 
acclaim by saying that his elec-
toral victory should not deserve 
any one’s blood. “That is a very 
profound statement. He did not 
just say it. He acted it by accept-
ing defeat and congratulated the 
late President Muhammadu Bu-

hari, instead of  embarking on an 
electoral dispute that could have 
led to violence.      

“Donald Duke is on point 
on his counsel. I hope he is not 
preaching water and drinking 
wine, because politicians never 
agree that they are involved in 
truncating democracy by their 
anti-democratic tendencies and 
actions.                     

“Without being pessimistic, 
I am sure so many lives and 
properties will be lost between 
now and the elections, except 
my recommendations will be 
adhered to.        

“First and foremost, the pol-
iticians do not carry out their 
dastardly acts by themselves, 
but they use mostly the youths 
to perpetrate violence.

“I will advise the youths not 
to make themselves willing tools 
in the hands of  the political class 
to cause chaos.

“These young ones are used 
and dumped after elections. Un-
fortunately, they use the arms 
and ammunition acquired for 
political assignment into violent 
crimes.

“Secondly, let aspiration for 
public office be for service and 
not getting there by all means. 
Our politicians should emulate 
former President Jonathan who 
refused to sacrifice the precious 
lives of  Nigerians to remain in 
office.

“The politicians must em-
ulate his brand of  politics and 
political philosophy. 

“Thirdly, our law enforce-
ment agencies must and should 
cover themselves in glory by go-
ing after whoever it is, irrespec-
tive of  party affiliation to answer 
for their actions, they must be 
made to be accountable for their 
actions.          

“Politicians making threats 
should be banned from aspiring 
and holding public offices. Some-
one like the Council Chairman 
in the FCT has no business hold-
ing public office.

“The country must begin to 
treat such persons as enemies of  
democracy.          

“Lastly, the voters should see 
their votes as their power to vote 
credible persons into office and 
vote out the bad ones.”

Professor John Ebhomien, an 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
chieftain, stated that Dr. Donald 
Duke’s warning against “politics 
of  desperation, human sacrifice 
and violence”, coming alongside 
the quizzing of  an Osun Senator, 
Borno Commissioner, and Abuja 
LG Chair, shows how quickly the 
2027 campaign could turn vola-
tile, if  unchecked.

“Ebhomien, an economist, 
financial expert and a one-time 
former consultant to the Unit-
ed Nations Office on Project 
Services (UNOPS), said that he 
would appreciate that these fur-
ther measures are adopted by 
the relevant authorities.

“Police, DSS, and EFCC 
should publicly investigate and 
prosecute not just foot soldiers 
but sponsors. When elites face 
real consequences early, it sends 
a signal that violence has a cost.

“INEC, Police, DSS, NSCDC, 
and the media should run a joint 
‘Election Violence Situation 
Room’ from now till 2027. There 
should be Real-time tracking of  
hate speech, thuggery, and arms 
movement by LGA.

“Parties should sign and be 
bound to a peace accord with 
sanctions — withdrawal of  
public funding, or barring can-
didates whose structures are 
linked to violence.

“Every stakeholder should 
support community peace com-
mittees, traditional rulers, and 
CSOs to do grassroots de-escala-
tion. Also, the judiciary and se-
curity agencies should fast-track 
prosecution of  ritual-related 
crimes so  that ritual killing is 
not used as a political tool.

“Violence thrives where 
youth feel excluded. Pair se-
curity with jobs, transparent 
party primaries, and campaign 
finance limits.

“If  authorities can act now 
and not wait till December, we 
can keep 2027 as an election of  
ideas, not fear.”

Tola Oresanwo, Director 
of  Administration and Pro-
grammes (CACOL), said: “As 
campaigns gather momentum, 
the authorities must move from 
reaction to prevention.

“Security agencies should 
intensify intelligence gathering 
and early-warning mechanisms, 
particularly around political 
actors and identified hotspots, 
while promptly investigating 
and prosecuting anyone pro-
moting violence, intimidation 
or politically motivated killings.

“It is not enough to just ques-
tion them and allow them to ‘go 
and sin no more’.

“Political parties and candi-
dates must sign and genuinely 
enforce enforceable peace com-
mitments, while civil society, 
traditional and religious lead-
ers should facilitate continuous 
dialogue.

“Finally, authorities must 
protect whistle-blowers and 
witnesses and ensure that no 
politically connected individual 
is above the law.”K A Z E E M  AW O J O O D U ,

 I B A DA N 

Oyo State Governor, Engr. Seyi 
Makinde, has said he would em-
bark on a vigorous nationwide 
campaign ahead of  the 2027 
general elections to seek Nigeri-

ans’ support for his presidential 
ambition.

Governor Makinde who also 
doubles as the Allied Peoples 
Movement (APM) Presidential 
Candidate, made the declaration 
on Saturday in Eruwa shortly 
after he was conferred with the 
chieftaincy title of  Aare Asolude-

ro of  Ibarapaland.
The colourful ceremony, held 

at the newly commissioned pal-
ace of  the Eleruwa of  Eruwa, 
drew traditional rulers, political 
leaders, government officials and 
other dignitaries.

Speaking after receiving the 
honour, the governor said his as-

piration would not be limited to 
any region.  

“My aspiration to lead Nige-
ria will not be confined to any 
particular region. I am prepared 
to take my message of  good gov-
ernance and development to 
Nigerians across the country,” 
he said.

K E N N E T H  ATAV T I , 
A B UJA

Chief  Tunji Ogunyemi, a profes-
sor at Obafemi Awolowo Univer-
sity (OAU), has declared that  15 
states in northern Nigeria would 
collapse within three months if  
petrol subsidy is restored as pro-
posed by Former Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar and presidential 

candidate of  African Democratic 
Congress, ADC.

Ogunyemi spoke during 
an interview on Open Forum 
360, a podcast hosted by Dare 
Adekanmbi.

Atiku Abubakar, presidential 

candidate of  the African Demo-
cratic Congress (ADC), had said 
he would restore petrol subsidy 
if  elected president.

Ogunyemi, however, 
warned that restoring the sub-
sidy would have serious impli-

cations for the finances of  the 
country.

He said a return to the subsi-
dy regime would reduce accru-
als to the Federation Account, on 
which most states depend to fund 
their operations.

2027: I’ll Take My Message To Every Corner Of Nigeria — Makinde 

Subsidy Removal: 90 Percent Of Northern 
States Will Collapse – Prof. Ogunyemi

E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U
LAG OS

 Members of  the prestigious Ikeja 
Club penultimate Saturday elect-
ed a new Executive Committee 
to run the affairs of  the club for 
the next term during its Annual 
General Meeting (AGM).

Barrister Abayomi Akin 
Omoyinmi emerged as the new 
president, while Otunba Adebi-
yi Ayinde Olaibi was elected vice 
president.

Other members of  the new 
Exco are Mr. Babatunde Oba-
koya (General Secretary); Mr. 
Babatunde Olonade (Social Sec-
retary); Mr. Mustapha Dawodu 
(Publicity Secretary); and Mr. 
Adefisayo Samuel (Financial 
Secretary).

Surv. David Taiwo was elected 
Treasurer; Hon. Obafemi Salami 
emerged Bar Secretary, and Mr. 
Oluwasegun Soloki will serve 
as Sports Secretary, while Mr. 
Shamsideen Solarin was elected 
Assistant General Secretary.

Ikeja Club Elects Abayomi 
Omoyinmi President, Holds AGM
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Sheriff Oborevwori, Governor, Delta State (left); Justina Otumara, wife of the late Joseph Otumara, APC chieftain (middle), and 
Roli Uduaghan, wife of former Governor, Delta State, during the funeral service of the late APC chieftain at Ugbuwangue, Warri, 
Delta State, on Saturday. 	 							                      PHOTO: GODDY UMUKORO 

Lassa Fever, Cholera, Diphtheria Emergencies 
Expose Gaps In Nigeria’s Health System 

line responders themselves 
at risk.

Diphtheria presents anoth-
er major threat. Nigeria re-
corded the highest number of  
diphtheria cases in the WHO 
African Region, with more 
than 12,000 suspected cases, 
over 8,500 confirmed cases and 
884 deaths between January 
and November 2025.

The NCDC has also dis-
closed more than 10,000 con-
firmed diphtheria cases this 
year, although the case fatality 

rate has declined considerably 
compared with the same peri-
od last year.

Confirmed cases have been 
reported across 240 Local Gov-
ernment Areas in 30 states, 
while inadequate vaccination 
coverage remains a major driv-
er of  continued transmission.

Awofisayo said large num-

K E N N E T H  ATAV T I , 
A B UJA 

The federal Government and the 
Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) 
has agreed to strengthen collab-
oration on women’s leadership, 
child protection and access to jus-
tice for vulnerable in the country.

Minister of  Women Affairs 
and Social Development, Imaan 
Sulaiman-Ibrahim, made the call  
when the 33rd President of  the 

NBA, Oyinkansola Badejo-Oku-
sanya, and members of  the as-
sociation’s executive paid her a 
courtesy visit in Abuja.

Sulaiman-Ibrahim said the 
partnership was necessary to 
ensure that laws and policies 
protecting women, children and 
other vulnerable groups were 
effectively implemented across 
the country.

She identified the NBA as a 
critical accountability partner 
in translating legal instruments, 
including the Violence Against 
Persons (Prohibition) Act and 
the Child Rights Act, into prac-
tical protection at the state, lo-
cal government and community 
levels.

She urged the NBA to support 
the ministry in strengthening Ni-

geria’s child protection system, 
including adoption procedures, 
orphanage regulations and 
guidelines for childcare facilities.

The minister also called 
for improved access to justice 
through the establishment and 
effective operation of  family 
courts, particularly at the local 
and community levels.

She said vulnerable persons, 

children and the less privileged 
should not be denied justice be-
cause of  gaps in the legal system 
or lack of  access to appropriate 
institutions.

On women’s participation in 
leadership, Sulaiman-Ibrahim 
congratulated Badejo-Okusanya 
on her election, describing her 
emergence as an inspiration to 
Nigerian women and girls.

The minister said the ad-
vancement of  women required 
the support of  both men and 
women, commending male mem-
bers of  the NBA who supported 
the association’s first female 
president.

Badejo-Okusanya, on her 
part, assured the minister of  the 
NBA’s support for the ministry’s 
initiatives.

FG, NBA Settle For Strong Legal Framework On Women, Children

bers of  under-immunised and 
zero-dose children represent a 
major vulnerability, with vac-
cine hesitancy, insecurity, dis-
placement, population move-
ment and difficulty reaching 
underserved communities fur-
ther undermining protection.

Across the three diseases, 
he identified a troubling pat-
tern of  vulnerabilities: inad-
equate laboratory capacity 
and specimen transportation, 
limited specialised treatment 
and supportive care, shortag-
es of  essential medicines and 
vaccines, inadequate funding, 
weak surveillance, insufficient 
healthcare personnel and in-
fection-control gaps.

The consequences can be-
come deadly when patients 
arrive late.

Poor recognition of  symp-
toms, self-medication, finan-
cial barriers and reliance 

on informal care continue to 
contribute to delayed presen-
tation, while late recognition 
and treatment can significant-
ly worsen outcomes, particu-
larly in Lassa fever.

Cholera, meanwhile, 
demonstrates the limits of  
relying on treatment after 
transmission has already tak-
en hold.

NCDC Director-General, 
Dr Jide Idris, said the decline 
in cholera deaths was encour-
aging but should not create 
a false sense of  security. He 
stressed that unsafe water, 
open defecation, damaged wa-
ter infrastructure and poor 
sanitation in schools, markets 
and other public places remain 
major drivers of  transmission.

The NCDC has strength-
ened surveillance, laboratory 
support, case management, 
infection prevention and con-

trol, community engagement 
and rapid-response operations, 
while cholera interventions 
include water-quality assess-
ments, chlorination, rehabil-
itation of  water sources and 
oral cholera vaccination in 
high-burden communities.

But Idris warned that fed-
eral intervention alone would 
not be sufficient, urging state 
and Local Government author-
ities to commit resources to 
high-risk communities.

Awofisayo called for con-
tinuous training of  health-
care workers, expanded and 
adequately equipped regional 
laboratories, improved speci-
men transportation, stronger 
treatment readiness, real-time 
surveillance, contact tracing 
and community-based surveil-
lance in high-risk areas.

He also demanded inten-
sified routine and targeted 

immunisation, identification 
of  zero-dose children, stron-
ger protection for healthcare 
workers and predictable do-
mestic funding for outbreak 
preparedness.

For Awofisayo, prepared-
ness must also be measured 
by results. Governments and 
response agencies should pub-
licly report diagnostic delays, 
laboratory turnaround times, 
treatment initiation, case-fa-
tality rates, vaccination cov-
erage, contact tracing and 
outbreak-response times.

Every avoidable death, he 
argued, should trigger a re-
view of  what happened, where 
the delay occurred, and what 
must be corrected.

The crucial message is, Ni-
geria cannot afford to wait for 
outbreaks to escalate before 
acting.

“Lassa fever and diphthe-
ria are not merely medical 
problems; they are tests of  
our health-security system,” 
Awofisayo said, stressing the 
need for action before out-
breaks become emergencies.

S A M U E L  O G I D A N , 
A B UJA 

 The Allied Peoples Movement 
(APM) has accused the adminis-
tration of  President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu of  living in denial over 
the worsening insecurity in Nige-
ria, alleging that the country has 
witnessed a sharp deterioration 
in its security situation under the 
present government. 

The party, in a statement on 
Saturday in Abuja signed by its 
National Publicity Secretary, 
Abubakar Yusuf, said Nigeria’s 
ranking as the fourth most in-
secure country in the world in 
the 2026 Global Terrorism Index 
(GTI) contradicts claims by the 
Federal Government that secu-
rity has improved. 

APM also faulted the Minis-
ter of  Defence, Gen. Christopher 
Musa (retd.), for asserting that 
the country’s security situation 
had improved under President 
Tinubu. 

According to the party, Ni-
geria’s position in the 2026 GTI 
represents a deterioration from 
its sixth-place ranking in the 2025 

index. 
The opposition party said it 

was particularly concerned that 
such claims were being made 
at a time when Nigerians were 
still grappling with killings, 
kidnappings, displacement, ban-
ditry and other forms of  violent 
crime across several parts of  the 
country.  

“The comments by the minis-
ter further expose the Tinubu ad-
ministration’s insensitivity to the 
plight of  Nigerians, who bear the 
pain of  the daily killings, maim-
ing, rape, abduction for ransom, 
and incarceration by bandits 
in dehumanising conditions in 
various parts of  the nation,” the 
statement said.  

APM alleged that more than 
600,000 Nigerians had been killed 
and about 2.2 million people ab-
ducted over the last three years. 

The party also cited a recent 
incident in Niger State, alleging 
that about 600 residents, mostly 
women, children and elderly 
persons, were abducted from 
Dekera, Gidan-Zana and Sabon 
Gida communities and remained 
in captivity. 

CH U K WUJ EK WU I LOZU E , 
AW KA 

The Anambra State Police Com-
mand has arrested a 26-year-old 
male suspect, Kosisochukwu 
Edward Ibekwe, in connection 
with the murder of  Miss Vivian 
Chilaka, a 23-year-old nursing 
student, whose tragic death in 
Alor, Idemili South Local Gov-
ernment Area, on 14th June 
2026, attracted widespread pub-
lic concern.

The suspect was arrested on 
4th September 2026 following 
credible and actionable informa-
tion received by the Command, 
according to a press statement 
issued by the Police Public Rela-
tions Officer, Ikenga Tochukwu, 
a Superintendent of  Police.

Before now the landlord of  
the late student was accused of  
the murder.

According to the police, pre-

liminary investigation revealed 
that the suspect allegedly gained 
access to the building by climb-
ing the fence with the aid of  a 
ladder, with the initial inten-
tion of  sexually assaulting the 
victim. 

According to his statement, 
the police said, a struggle sub-
sequently ensued between him 
and the deceased, during which 
he allegedly used a knife to stab 
her, leading to her death.

The suspect has also allegedly 
made revelations linking him to 
other similar incidents within 
the community, claims that are 
currently being subjected to 
thorough investigation and cor-
roboration by the Command.

The Command clarified that 
the landlord who was earlier 
suspected in connection with 
the incident has been exonerat-
ed following the ongoing inves-
tigation. 

APM Knocks Tinubu, Musa Over 
Claims Of Improved Security 

Police Arrest Suspected Killer Of Nursing 
Student In Anambra, Exonerate Earlier Suspect 

 K E N N E T H  ATAV T I , 
A B UJA

A Constitutional lawyer and hu-
man rights activist, Chief  Femi 
Falana, SAN, on Saturday, asked 
religious bodies to not sit on the 
fence but get up and save Nige-
ria’s democracy as the nation 
prepares for the 2027 general 
polls.

Falana gave the charge at 

the 25th Mike Okonkwo Annual 
Lecture, themed, ‘Democracy at 
the Crossroads: Electoral Credi-
bility, Judicial Integrity and the 
Future of  Nigeria’, held at the 
MUSON Centre in Lagos.

According to him, religious 
institutions could no longer 
afford to remain passive when 
government decisions directly 
affected the lives, welfare and 
rights of  their members and 
other Nigerians.

The senior lawyer stated that 
churches should look beyond 
spiritual activities and pay 
closer attention to how public 
resources are managed at the 
federal, state and local govern-
ment levels.

He further charged religious 
bodies to scrutinise govern-
ment budgets and monitor the 
implementation of  projects and 
programmes funded with public 
money, saying such involvement 

would help strengthen account-
ability and good governance.

“Democracy should not be 
reduced to the conduct of  elec-
tions. Accountable leadership, 
effective public service, citizens’ 
welfare and security were also 
essential to a functioning dem-
ocratic society.

“Religious bodies should not 
sit on the fence but get up and 
save Nigeria’s democracy,” he 
maintained.

2027 Poll: Don’t Sit On The Fence – Falana Tells Religious Leaders
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Group Launches Grassroots Mobilisation 
For Tinubu’s Re-Election In Ondo

¡CONTINUED FROM P1 Dangote Petroleum May Control 
Almost 30% Of NGX At Listing

SUNDAY REPORT

Wiji Singh Gorwara, Chief Executive Officer of Vertu, London (left); Daniel Igali, Commissioner for Sports/representative of Douye 
Diri, Governor, Bayelsa State, the recipient of Outstanding Contribution to Grassroots Sports Development Award (middle), and Daniel 
Alabrah, Chief Press Secretary, during the 2026 Nigerian Universal Keystone Sports Awards (NUKSA), held at the Ham Polo Club in 
Richmond, London, on Thursday night.

the entire value.
As wonderful as the signif-

icant increase in the Nigeri-
an market may seem, market 
watchers say it poses an inher-
ent danger, introducing severe 
structural risk to the NGX, 
such that with nearly 30% of  
the NGX All-Share Index, any 
little price movement in the 
shares price of  new leader 
could swing the bourse, even 
when other heavyweights 
swing in the opposite direc-
tion. This, they argue, can 
heighten index concentration.

There is also the fear that 
Nigerian institutional inves-
tors such as Pension Fund 

Administrators may not be 
able to invest significantly in 
the stock because of  the reg-
ulation of  the National Pen-
sion Commission (NAICOM) 
barring them from investing 
more than 10 to 15% of  their 
total equity portfolio to a sin-
gle stock. This leaves Dangote 
Petroleum mainly to foreign 
institutional investors and 
high net worth individuals 
and institutional players.

This, among others, was 
the major reason for the vis-

it by the board of  the Nige-
rian Exchange Group (NGX 
Group), led by the chairman, 
Dr. Umaru Kwairanga to Pres-
ident Bola Tinubu a month 
ago to help facilitate the list-
ing of  prime national assets 
including the upstream/down-
stream assets of  the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company 
Limited valued at between ₦30 
and ₦50 trillion; as well as the 
Nigeria Liquefied Natural Gas 
Limited, a very profitable in-
frastructure asset worth be-

tween ₦15 and ₦25 trillion. 
Such high profile listings, they 
must have impressed upon 
their host, could significantly 
balance the influence of  Dan-
gote Petroleum Refinery on 
the bourse, besides ensuring 
a fairer representation of  the 
economy on the NGX.

In a presentation to the 
President at the Aso Vil-
la meeting, Temi Popoola, 
Chief  Executive of  the NGX 
Group listed other national 
economic asset that should 

be considered as the Eleme 
Petrochemicals, Nigeria’s 
unicons and foremost private 
companies like OPay, leading 
financial technology compa-
nies (fintechs), consumer and 
infrastructural businesses for 
dual listing on the NGX, there-
by “keeping Nigerian-earned 
value on the domestic ex-
change.”

The NGX Group CEO as-
sured that the bourse can act 
as a primary financing engine 
for the country’s trillion-dol-
lar ambition by funding 
manufacturers, agriculture, 
energy, technology and en-
terprise, using its bouquet of  
instruments including bonds, 
sukuk, infrastructure funds 
and asset-backed securities.

The market, he stressed, 
“can serve as the principal 
channel for domestic and in-
ternational capital into na-
tional infrastructure.”

Analysts also urge the 
Ministry of  Finance Incorpo-
rated (MOFI) to partner with 
the NGX to list other already 
identified Government Owned 
Entities (GOEs) and Govern-
ment Linked Entities (GLEs). 
This, they believe, will en-

hance corporate governance 
and provide proper oversight 
for such government entities 
through regular filings, reg-
ular statutory meetings and 
rendition of  reports.

Sunday Independent re-
calls that the Managing Di-
rector and Chief  Executive 
of  MOFI, Dr. Armstrong 
Takang, said 40 corporate as-
sets worth N18 trillion, had 
been enumerated at the time 
as part of  enumerating the 
national asset register to help 
government determine what 
it really owns and thereafter 
how to extract greater value 
for national good.

Listing of  such heavy 
weights among others, would 
significantly alter such eco-
nomic ratios as the NGX’s 
market capitalization to GDP, 
besides boosting the country’s 
productive base as the many 
government owned companies 
contribute much more to the 
economy, helped by improv-
ing access to funding, follow-
ing which they contribute 
to economic development by 
generating more employment, 
paying taxes and guaranteeing 
returns on investment.

S A M U E L  O G I D A N , 
A B UJA  

Former Vice President Ati-
ku Abubakar has described 
the Federal Government’s 
cash-transfer programme 
for vulnerable Nigerians 
as an “audio palliative,” 
demanding a comprehen-
sive investigation into the 
disbursement of  billions of  
naira earmarked to cushion 
the impact of  economic hard-
ship. 

 Atiku, in a statement issued 
on Saturday, in Abuja, by his Se-
nior Special Assistant on Public 
Communication, Phrank Shai-
bu, said findings attributed to 
the Auditor-General of  the Fed-
eration had raised serious ques-
tions about the management and 
disbursement of  funds meant 
for vulnerable households. 

The former Vice President 
was reacting to reported audit 
findings concerning ₦33.75 bil-
lion said to have been paid to 
3.29 million vulnerable house-
holds. 

According to Atiku, dividing 
the reported amount among 
the beneficiaries translates 

to approximately ₦10,258 per 
household, which he described 
as grossly inadequate consider-
ing the rising cost of  food, trans-
portation, electricity and other 
essential goods and services. 

He argued that Nigerians 
who had been subjected to high-
er living costs following the re-
moval of  fuel subsidy deserved 
more than what he called inade-
quate and poorly accounted-for 
interventions. 

“This is beyond a bookkeep-
ing scandal. The intervention is 
insultingly small, yet even that 
small amount cannot be cleanly 
accounted for,” Atiku said. 

He accused the government 
of  failing to provide Nigerians 
with a coherent account of  the 
number of  households that 
benefited from its intervention 
programme. 

Atiku also questioned the 
disparity between previous 
government claims that about 
15 million households were cov-
ered by the programme and sub-
sequent claims that more than 10 
million households had received 
over t600 billion. 

“A ministerial announce-
ment is not proof  of  payment. 

A name on a social register is 
not a bank alert. If  more than 
10 million households received 
over ₦600 billion, government 
should be able to show who re-
ceived the money, how much 
each household received and 
when the payments were made,” 
he said. 

The former Vice President 
commended the Auditor-Gen-
eral of  the Federation, Shaakaa 
Chira, for raising questions over 
the expenditure, saying public 
institutions must prioritise ac-
countability over political con-
venience. 

 Atiku cited reported audit 
queries involving ₦33.75 billion 
allegedly paid to 3.29 million ben-
eficiaries, ₦36.74 billion in pay-
ments reportedly made without 
pre-payment audit and another 
₦4.62 billion for which payment 
vouchers were allegedly not pro-
duced. 

He said the figures warrant-
ed closer scrutiny because the 
funds were appropriated to sup-
port Nigerians facing severe 
economic hardship. 

Atiku announced plans to 
constitute an independent team 
of  financial, audit, technology 

and public-accounting experts 
to examine available records 
surrounding the cash-transfer 
programme. 

He said the team would inves-
tigate beneficiary figures, pay-
ment channels, reconciliation 
records, audit queries and other 
discrepancies surrounding the 
disbursements. 

“I will deploy independent 
experts to follow the money, ex-
pose those who stole from the 
poor, furnish Nigerians with 
the evidence and ensure that 
everyone found culpable faces 
prosecution,” Atiku said. 

He demanded that the gov-
ernment publish verifiable 
payment records showing the 
identities of  beneficiaries, 
amounts disbursed and dates 
of  payment, arguing that any 
funds found to have been divert-
ed or misappropriated should 
be recovered. 

The former Vice President 
further criticised the Tinubu 
administration’s economic pol-
icies, arguing that Nigerians 
needed increased purchasing 
power rather than what he de-
scribed as temporary palliative 
measures. 

Atiku Demands Probe Into ₦33.75bn FG’s Cash Transfers 

S E G U N  O L A N I YA N  ; 
B O L U - O L U  E S H O
KATSI NA,  A KU R E 

President Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu has been assured of  the 
state’s support to secure a 
landslide victory in Katsina 
in the coming 2027 presiden-
tial election.

Governor Dikko Umaru 
Radda, made this declaration 
during the flag off  and inaugu-
ration of  PBAT Door-To-Door 
Movement structures in Katsi-
na on Saturday.

According to him, the state 
remains firmly behind the All 
Progressive Congress (APC) 
and would do everything possi-
ble to support Tinubu’s re-elec-
tion bid.

The Governor expressed ap-
preciation to the organisers of  
the initiative, especially High 
Chief  Government Oweizide 
Ekpemupolo (Tompolo), the 
founder/Convener for choos-
ing Katsina as the first state to 
launch the programme, stress-
ing that the gesture has demon-
strated the state's support for 
the APC-led administration and 
President Tinubu.

He added that Katsina has 
maintained a strong political re-
lationship with Tinubu and the 
political family associated with 
the late Presidents Yar'Adua.

“Katsina State is an APC 
state. Every elected official in 
Katsina State is a member of  
the All Progressives Congress. 
I assure you that Katsina State 
will, by the grace of  God, give 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
a landslide victory in 2027. We 
will do everything humanly 
possible to support our dear 
President", Radda assured.

High Chief  Government 
Oweizide Ekpemupolo Tompo-
lo, the founder and Convener of  

the initiative, in his remarks, 
said the relationship between 
President Bola Tinubu and the 
good people of  Katsina State, 
cannot be over emphasized as 
it has been built over time on 
confidence and trust.

Tompolo Represented by 
Engineer Kesiem Tombi, urged 
them to go from door to door, 
ward to ward, community to 
community, market to market 
to inform the people about what 
the president did for Katsina 
State and ensure they vote for 
President Bola Tinubu in the 
forthcoming 2027 general elec-
tion.

Similarly, in a move to en-
sure increase in the partici-
pation of  the electorate in the 
forthcoming general elections, 
a political support group, Bat-
talions For President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu(Batts4BAT) has 
launched grassroots re-election  
campaign.

The support officially com-
menced its grassroots mobili-
sation campaign for the people 
to vote massively for President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu.

Temitope Iwagun, the Com-
mander of  the group, disclosed 
that the group's campaign 
strategy focuses on taking its 
message from the local govern-
ment areas to wards, polling 
units and communities, with a 
door-to-door and house-to-house 
mobilisation drive.

The campaign, according to 
her, is aimed at securing sup-
port for the re-election of  Pres-
ident Tinubu in 2027.

Iwagun disclosed that the 
campaign is sponsored by the 
Minister of  Interior, Olubunmi 
Tunji-Ojo to ensure President 
Tinubu records higher vote 
count in the state in 2027 than 
he did in the last general elec-
tions.

Katsina Flags Off PBAT Door-To-
Door Movement Initiative, Assures 
Landslide Victory
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Babajide Sanwo-Olu, Governor, Lagos State (sixth right, front row); his Deputy and APC Governorship candidate, Obafemi Hamzat 
(sixth left), and 2025/2026 Cohort of Lateef Jakande Leadership Academy (LJLA) during the LJLA graduation ceremony in Ikeja, 
Lagos, on Friday.

E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U
LAG OS

The #EndBadGovernance, Lagos 
Chapter, has condemned the re-
ported use of  teargas by officers 
of  the Lagos State Police Com-
mand against pensioners who 
were carrying out peaceful pro-
test last Monday August 31, 2026, 
at the Lagos House, Ikeja.

The movement called on the 
Inspector General of  Police (IGP), 
Olatunji Disu, to sack the Lagos 
Commissioner of  Police, Tijani 
Fatai, and all the officers involved 
in the attack against the protest-
ing pensioners.

The pensioners were protest-
ing over unpaid pension increas-
es, wage awards, arrears and oth-
er entitlements owed to them by 
the Lagos State government.

In a statement made avail-
able to Sunday Independent, the 
group declared its solidarity with 
Lagos State pensioners.

The statement signed by 
Oloye Adegboyega-Adeniji and 
Hassan Taiwo Soweto for and on 
behalf  of  the Organising Com-
mittee, called on the Lagos State 
government to immediately is-
sue an unreserved public apology 
to the protesting pensioners over 

what they termed “this unpro-
voked and inexcusable assault”.

It stated: “We also call on the 
government to immediately meet 
their demands and resolve all 
outstanding issues concerning 
pension increases, wage awards, 
arrears and other legitimate en-
titlements.

“It is outrageous that elderly 
Nigerians who spent decades 
working and serving the state 
could be met with such violence 
simply for demanding what is 
rightfully theirs.

“These are not criminals. 
They are retirees demanding the 
payment of  their entitlements in 
the face of  a brutal cost-of-living 
crisis.

“We condemn the conduct of  
the Lagos State Commissioner of  
Police, CP Tunji Fatai, and the of-
ficers under his command.

“The police are constitution-
ally obligated to protect citizens 
exercising their rights, not attack 
them. Nothing the Nigerian po-
lice offers as an excuse or expla-
nation can justify this.

“We hereby demand the im-
mediate sack of  the Commis-
sioner of  Police, Tijani Fatai, 
and the arrest and prosecution 
of  all police personnel involved 
in this condemnable assault on 

the rights to freedom of  assem-
bly and in particular on elderly 
people who gave their prime to 
public service and thereby do 
not deserve to be treated in this 
manner.

“We are, however, worried 
about the consistent pattern of  
assault on civil liberties and ut-
ter disregard for citizens right on 
the part of  the Lagos State Police 
Command aided and abetted by 
the Lagos State government.

“Indeed, what happened on 
Monday August 31, 2026 bore a 
disturbing resemblance to the 
police assault on peaceful pro-
testers during the January 28 
anti-eviction protest in Alausa.

“On January 28, protesters 
gathered peacefully to oppose the 
forced eviction and demolition of  
working-class communities.

“Rather than protect their 
right to peaceful assembly, the 
police deployed teargas and ex-
cessive force against protesters 
and passersby, with several peo-
ple requiring medical attention.

“Protesters were arrested and 
their equipment and personal be-
longings were seized. Yesterday, 
pensioners demanding their 
unpaid entitlements suffered a 
similar fate.

“This is not a coincidence; it 

is a pattern. Among the 36 states 
of  the federation and the FCT, the 
APC-led government in Lagos 
has become the biggest threat to 
civil liberties in the country.

“From young activists protest-
ing against anti-poor policies to 
elderly pensioners demanding 
their legitimate entitlements, 
the response of  the Lagos state 
government and security appa-
ratus increasingly appears to be: 
deploy the police, disperse the 
people and criminalize dissent. 
This is completely unacceptable 
under civil rule.

“The reality is that the right to 
peaceful assembly is under seri-
ous and growing threat in Lagos 
State. We hereby urge Amnesty 
International, human rights 
groups and people of  good con-
science to beam their searchlight 
on Lagos state in order to arrest 
this dangerous drift into author-
itarianism in Lagos state.

“We also demand the setting 
up of  an independent and demo-
cratically-constituted panel of  in-
quiry to forensically investigate 
the conduct of  the Lagos State 
Police Command when it comes 
to management of  public protest 
and demonstrations in the state 
especially since August 1, 2024 
till now.”

#EndBadGovernance Movement Condemns Police Attack On 
Pensioners, Seeks Sack Of Lagos CP, Others

Edo Decentralizes Power Sector, Issues 
Over Twelve Licences To Investors 

F R A N C I S O N O I R I B H O LO, 
B E N I N

The Edo State government 
has decentralized its 
power sector by enforc-
ing the State Electricity 

Law under the newly operational 
Edo State Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (ESERC).

To this end, the State Minis-
try of  Power, in its dual capacity, 
has issued out over twelve provi-
sional licences to new electricity 
projects to generate and distrib-
ute power in the state since the 
commencement of  the State's 
new regulatory framework.      

The Commissioner for Power, 
Hon. Paul Usenbor, who disclosed 
this, in an interview with Sunday 
Independent, named GTL Pow-
er Ltd, who got a disco licence to 
distribute power in Edo South 
Senatorial District.

Others are CCETC Ogua 
Energy Limited – 100MW Inde-
pendent Power Project (IPP) at 
Ologbo, Ikpoba-Okha Local Gov-
ernment Area; Edo North Elec-
tricity Company Ltd – 200MW 
Independent Power Plant (IPP) 
covering the six Local Govern-
ment Areas in Edo North Sena-
torial District.

Also given provisional licens-
es, according to the commis-
sioner, are Etin Power Limited 
- 2.5MW Mini -Grid Licence cut-
ting across Ajakurama, Okomu, 
Nikorogha, Ugbolukanga, Gbele-

bu, Evbuwa and Iguemokhua 
(Orhionmwon, Ovia North East  
and Ovia South West LGA), and 
Halimatu Musa Hospital Limit-
ed – 3MW Mini-Grid Project at 
Okpella, Etsako East Local Gov-
ernment Area.

The Mid-Western Bulk Elec-
tricity Trading Company Ltd 
was issued a generation licence 
to generate 50MW in Iguigho, 
Ovia South West LGA, as well 
as others such as Victoria Power 
& Infrastructure Co. Ltd, Hydra 
Energy Solutions Ltd who want 
to aggressively engage in renew-
al energy solutions to meet the 
needed energy sufficiency for 
Edo State.

According to Usenbor, these 
licences demonstrate that Edo 
State is moving from a situation 
where electricity supply was 
largely dependent on the national 
grid and the existing distribution 
structure, towards a diversified 
electricity market involving gen-
eration, transmission, distribu-
tion, mini-grids and renewable 
energy.

Explaining the megawatts ca-
pacity the companies are expect-
ed to generate, the commissioner 
said they will generate between 
100MW/200MW, making it one of  
the major new generation invest-

R A J I  A D E B AYO , 
I B A DA N 

Five Oyo State Officers of  the Al-
lied People's Movement (APM), 
State Deputy Chairman, John 
Adejumo; Secretary, Oke Ademo-
la; Assistant Secretary, Aderoju 
Bolatito; Treasurer, Babajide 
Musa  and  Assistant Treasur-
er, Lamidi Quadri, on Friday, 
approached the Federal High 
Court, Ibadan, seeking the re-
moval of  the National Chairman, 
YusufMamman Dantalle, and 
the National Secretary, Oyadeyi 
Ayodele Adebayo, for currently 
serving a third term in office.

The Defendants in the Suit 
filed at the Federal High Court 
Ibadan are the Allied People's 
Movement (First Defendant); 
Yusuf  Mamman Dantalle (APM 
National Chairman, 2nd Defen-
dant); Oyadeyi Adebayo (APM 
National Secretary, Third De-
fendant) and the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) as the Fourth Defendant.

The Plaintiffs, John Adejumo 
and four others in the originat-
ing Summons marked  FHC / 
IB/ CS/ 122/2026, are suing the 
Allied People's Movement (APM); 
Yusuf  Mamman Dantalle (APM 
National Chairman); Oyadeyi 
Ayodele Adebayo, (APM National 
Secretary;) and the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC).

The Plaintiffs urged the court 
to remove the National Chair-
man, Yusuf  Mamman Dantalle 
and the National Secretary, Oya-
deyi Ayodele Adebayo, the APM 
National Chairman and Nation-
al Secretary from.Office because 
they had earlier served a second 
and final terms in office.

The plaintiffs are therefore 
praying the Court to "declare that 

by a proper construction of  Ar-
ticle 14(a) and 14(b) of  the  APM 
Constitution, the 2nd and 3rd De-
fendants who purport to be elect-
ed officers and who have served 
two consecutive terms of  Four 
Years each in their respective of-
fices is not eligible to contest or be 
re-elected for a third substantive 
term in the same office. Section 
233 of  the 1999 Constitution as al-
tered,  Article 14(a) and 14(b) of  
the APM Constitution, the tenure 
of  office for an elected officer is 
four (4) years, renewable once for 
a maximum of  two terms , and no 
officer who has served two terms 
, is eligible for re-election to the 
same office for a third substantive 
term.”

The Plaintiffs are also "seek-
ing an order of  injunction re-
straining the 4th Defendant, 
(INEC) from.accepting the 
re-election of  the 2nd and 3rd De-
fendants as National Chairman 
and National Secretary of  the 
1st Defendant,  (Allied People's 
Movement, (APM)".

They are asking the court to 
determine: "Whether having re-
gard to the provision of  Section 
223 of  the 1999 Constitution as 
altered , Article 1 and 14 of  the 
Constitution of  the Allied Peo-
ple's Movement, (APM) elected 
officers and members of  the 
4th Defendant are bound by and 
strictly required to act in accor-
dance with the provisions of  the 
said constitution.

"Whether a proper construc-
tion of  Article 14(a) and 14(b) of  
the Allied People's Movement 
Constitution, an elected officer 
who has served two (2) consec-
utive terms of  Four (4) Years) 
each  in a specific office is eligi-
ble to contest or be re-elected for 
a third substantive term in the 
same office.”

New Twist In APM Crisis As Oyo 
Deputy Chairman, Four Others Drag 
Party To Court

ments in Edo State.
"Its significance goes beyond 

the 100MW generation capaci-
ty because the accompanying 
transmission and distribution 
infrastructure will allow the elec-
tricity generated to be delivered 
to consumers.

"The Mini -Grid projects, al-
though smaller in capacity, its im-
portance is that it demonstrates 
the State's approach to decen-
tralised electricity generation, 
particularly for communities 
and critical facilities that may 
not be adequately served by the 
conventional grid", he said.

The Commissioner also ex-
pressed concern over the present 
situation at Ossiomo Company 
and noted the important role the 
company previously played in 
supplying electricity to govern-
ment facilities, businesses, and 
communities in the state.

He however described the 
effect of  no longer having the 

services of  Ossiomo Power Com-
pany in government facilities as 
significant.

Usenbor recalled that Ossio-
mo previously supplied electrici-
ty to residents of  Edo State, SME, 
business owners, industries  as 
well as several government fa-
cilities.

"The effect has been signifi-
cant. Ossiomo previously sup-
plied electricity to residents of  
Edo State,SME, business own-
ers, industries  as well as sev-
eral government facilities. Fol-
lowing the shutdown, the State 
Government had to reconnect 
some of  its facilities to BEDC, 
while also dealing with the wid-
er consequences of  inadequate 
electricity supply. Reports in-
dicate that Ossiomo had been 
generating about 11MW before 
the shutdown.

"These concerns and  the im-
pact on businesses, industries, 
hospitals, artisans, households 

and the overall economy draws 
the attention of  the Government, 
who have indeed focused to prof-
fer solutions to these issues.

"Every megawatt that is un-
available has an economic con-
sequence. The Government's 
position is clear: we want the 
dispute resolved, the investment 
protected and electricity restored 
to consumers but this must be 
achieved in accordance with the 
law," Hon. Usenbo added.

On whether the government 
was aware that the people were 
unhappy with the inability of  
Ossiomo Power Company to 
continue to provide them with 
electricity,  the commissioner 
affirmed the concern of  the 
people.

"Yes, we are aware of  the con-
cerns of  the people, and we un-
derstand their frustration. ‎Edo 
people want electricity. They do 
not want explanations; they want 
results.

"However, it is important to 
clarify that the State Government 
does not own or operate Ossiomo 
Power Company. The Govern-
ment cannot simply take over a 

private company's facilities or 
impose a commercial settlement 
on parties involved in a dispute.

"What government can and 
is doing is to facilitate dialogue, 
provide regulatory support, pro-
tect lawful investments and work 
with security agencies and oth-
er relevant authorities to ensure 
that the rule of  law prevails.

"Indeed, as recently as August 
2026, there were reports that Os-
siomo was attempting to resume 
generation but encountered fur-
ther disruption (by youths) at its 
Ologbo facility.

On how the government 
can intervene to bring Ossiomo 
back to resume distribution 
of  electricity to consumers, he 
said there are several things the 
government can do, including, 
"firstly, all parties must respect 
the rule of  law and the sanctity 
of  contracts and legitimate in-
vestments.

"Secondly, the State Govern-
ment will continue to facilitate 
structured negotiations between 
the parties, without taking sides 
in a private commercial dis-
pute.”
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E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U
LAG OS

Dr Benneth Eze, the Direc-
tor-General of  the African Action 
Congress (AAC) Campaign Com-
mittee in Lagos State, has tackled 
the Lagos State government over 
the poor management of  the en-
vironment.

Speaking with Sunday Inde-
pendent in Lagos at the week-
end, Dr. Eze, an educationist and 
former deputy governorship 
candidate of  AAC in Lagos, said 
that the performance of  the state 
administration is overrated.

Eze cited the poor drainage 
system, poor waste manage-
ment, poor management of  the 
waterways, roadsides and com-
munities, stressing that Lagos 
deserves much more critical 
assessment than it currently 
receives.

The AAC chieftain stated: “I 
believe Lagos deserves a much 
more critical assessment than it 
currently receives.

“The APC has governed La-
gos for 27 years, so it should be 
judged not by propaganda or iso-

lated projects, but by the overall 
quality of  life of  Lagosians.

“One area that particularly 
concerns me is the environ-
ment. I challenge anyone to 
move around Lagos and hon-
estly assess the condition of  our 
drainage systems, waterways, 
waste management, roadsides 
and communities. The environ-
mental challenges are impossible 
to ignore.”

He maintained that Lagos 
generates an enormous amount 
of  waste every day, while envi-
ronmental experts and residents 
continue to raise concerns about 
waste disposal, blocked drainage 
channels and flooding.

Eze stated: “This is not simply 
an aesthetic issue. It is an issue 
of  public health, urban planning, 
economic productivity and hu-
man dignity.

“Lagos needs a comprehen-
sive environmental strategy 
that includes efficient waste 
management, proper drainage, 
and protection of  waterways, 
sustainable urban planning and 
effective enforcement of  environ-
mental regulations."

F R A N C I S O N O I R I B H O LO
 B E N I N

Health of  Mother Earth Foun-
dation (HOMEF) has called for 
urgent measures to protect peo-
ple living in communities where 
petroleum activities and infra-
structure are located.

The body made the request 
in a statement by its Executive 
Director, Dr Nnimmo Bassey, 
following reports of  deaths at 
Okari Jetty Creeks in Okrika 
Local Government Area of  Riv-
ers State.

Initial reports claimed that as 
many as 37 people were feared 
dead after allegedly inhaling 
fumes from a petroleum product 
locally referred to as “Indorama 
fuel”, and technically known as 
CRACK C5. There were also re-
ports of  an explosion.

According to the statement, 

the Rivers State Police Command 
confirmed the incident and cited 
ongoing investigations, while the 
Nigeria Security and Civil De-
fence Corps (NSCDC) reported 
sighting four corpses and said 
the earlier casualty figure had 
not been fully verified.

Dr Bassey stated that the inci-
dent should serve as a warning 
about the dangers faced by com-
munities in petroleum-produc-
ing areas.

 He also observed that there 
are other unresolved petroleum 
hazards, including the wellhead 
fire at Oficina-Ama, Okrika, 
which has reportedly been burn-
ing since February 2024, and the 
Ororo-1 oil well fire off  Awoye, 
Ondo State, which has been burn-
ing since May 2020.

He also cited methane bub-
bling reported in Bille, Rivers 
State, since  December 
2025.

AAC Campaign D-G Blasts Lagos Govt 
Over Poor Environmental Management

Protect People Living Around Petroleum 
Infrastructure, HOMEF Urges Federal, State Govts

C H I B U I K E  C H U K W U
LAG OS 

Members of  President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu (PBAT) Sover-
eign Movement (PSM) visited 
Senator Eshilokun Sanni, the 
Senator representing Lagos Is-
land Central and the National 
Director General of  President 
Bola Ahmed Independent Cam-
paign Group, as they officially 
introduce the movement, saying 
they came to him by virtue of  his 

position as the President’s Inde-
pendent Campaign DG.

While introducing the group, 
the lead National President Mrs 
Ayeku Olomu, said the group 
comparises of  Christians faithful 
from various denominations, and 
it is driven by youths and young 
adults, who are already taking 
the campaign to the parents and 
elders of  their different churches 
across the Nation in their various 
places of  worship.

She stated that they are using 

the strategy of  One on One and 
My Brethren and l to reach out 
as they also create awareness of  
President Tinubu ‘s reform, mile-
stones, and social economic pro-
grams and policies which they 
say, are some of  the reasons they 
are supporting his re-election bid.

They are also using this me-
dium to reach out to President 
Tinubu whom they referred to as 
the father of  the nation and the 
President’s campaign council, 
to officially recongnize and in-

clude PSM in the 2027 campaign 
schedule.

They said their members are 
drawn amongst Christian faith-
ful across the nation.

Also in the team are Antho-
ny Enahoro, who is the Lead 
National Coordinator, others 
in the team includes , Musa 
Odoshimokhe, Mike Jactor, Eji-
ro Johnson, Kaycee Adelanke 
laide Oladipupo among others. 
The group consists of  members 
nation wide

N S I K A K  E K A N E M
 UYO 

Michael Bush, the Labour Par-
ty, LP, governorship candidate 
in Akwa Ibom State, has dis-
closed his intention to empow-
er commissioners and other 
appointees if  he becomes the 
state governor.

He made the disclosure in 

an exclusive interview with 
Sunday Independent.

Emphasising that he is not 
going to steal public funds, he 
promised that his appointees as 
well as ministries, departments 
and agencies of  the state gov-
ernment would be adequately 
funded as part of  measures to 

enable public offices to achieve 
delivery in accordance with 
policies and programmes of  
the state government.

His promise of  adequate 
funding for government’s 
personnel and establishments 
seems to be a veiled reaction 
to unofficial talks among a 

segment of  Akwa Ibom popu-
lation, alleging that Governor 
Umo Eno has been impover-
ishing quite a number of  the 
state commissioners and other 
appointees.

Bush, who is fondly called 
‘The Boss’ by media profes-
sionals who had tutelage under 

him, also assured that he is not 
going to be bossy to the people.

His words: “I am not going 
to humiliate my appointees, the 
elders and, even, women and 
the children. I will never steal 
Akwa Ibom money. I will never 
look down on anyone.”

At the time of  filing this 

report, effort to get Aniekan 
Umanah, the spokesman of  
the Akwa Ibom State govern-
ment, to react to the allegation 
of  the inadequate funding of  
the government ministries and 
other agencies in the state was 
unsuccessful as he neither an-
swered a voice call nor replied 
to message sent to his mobile 
phone.

T I T I L O P E  J O S E P H
LAG OS

A proposed amendment 
to the Lagos State Mag-
istrates’ Court Law has 
sparked controversy 

over the inclusion of  state coun-
sel in a provision dealing with the 
retirement of  magistrates.

The development followed 
concerns raised by the Lagos 
Advocacy Group over what it 
described as an attempt to intro-
duce provisions concerning Law 
Officers into legislation princi-
pally dealing with the Magistracy 
and Magistrates’ Courts.

A copy of  the proposed amend-
ment cited by our correspondent 
shows that the bill seeks to amend 
the Magistrates’ Court Law of  
Lagos State, 2015, including pro-
visions on retirement, monetary 
jurisdiction and the jurisdiction 
of  the Chief  Judge.

One of  the provisions attract-
ing attention is the definition of  
a “Law Officer.”

According to the document 
cited by our correspondent, the 
bill defines a Law Officer as “all 
Counsel appointed into the Lagos 
State Public Service”.

The proposed amendment 
further provides that, notwith-
standing the Lagos State Public 
Service Rules or any other law of  
the state, a Magistrate appointed 

under Section 4 of  the law and a 
Law Officer duly employed in the 
State Public Service shall cease to 
hold office upon attaining the age 
of  65 years or completing 40 years 
in service, whichever comes first.

It is this provision that the 
Lagos Advocacy Group has ques-
tioned, arguing that Magistrates 
and Law Officers belong to consti-
tutionally and administratively 
distinct structures.

In a statement signed by its 
Convener, Comrade Yakubu 
Eleto, Esq., who is also Publicity 
Secretary of  the Nigerian Bar As-
sociation, Epe Branch, the group 
said Magistrates are officers of  
the Judiciary, while Law Officers 
are public servants attached to 
the Ministry of  Justice and oper-
ate within the Lagos State Public 
Service.

The group said it had no objec-
tion to efforts aimed at improving 
the conditions of  service of  Mag-
istrates, including the proposed 
extension of  their retirement age 
and years of  service.

It, however, questioned the ra-
tionale for including state coun-
sel in the same provision.

According to the group, if  the 
government considers it neces-
sary to extend the retirement 
age and years of  service of  Law 
Officers, such a policy should be 

pursued through the appropriate 
legislative and administrative 
framework rather than through 
an amendment to legislation gov-
erning the Magistrates’ Court.

The advocacy group also ques-
tioned whether extending the 
proposed benefit to Law Officers 
would create an issue of  fairness 
when compared with other pro-
fessionals working in the Lagos 
State Public Service.

It specifically mentioned doc-
tors, healthcare professionals, 
engineers, teachers, accountants, 
planners, surveyors, architects 
and administrators, arguing that 
their expertise is also critical to 
the development and functioning 
of  the state.

The group said: “If  the argu-
ment is that Law Officers deserve 
an extension of  their years of  
service from 35 to 40 years and 
their retirement age from 60 to 
65 years, then the same question 
must be asked: What makes Law 
Officers so uniquely deserving 
that they should be singled out 
from other professionals serving 
the Lagos State Public Service?”

The organisation also urged 
the Lagos State House of  As-
sembly to subject the proposed 
amendment to closer legislative 
scrutiny, particularly the provi-
sions relating to Law Officers.

It called on the Governor of  
Lagos State and the Speaker of  
the House of  Assembly to recon-
sider the provisions extending 
the retirement age and years of  
service to Law Officers through 
the proposed amendment.

However, the document cited 
by our correspondent shows that 
the bill contains other proposed 
changes that relate directly to the 
Magistrates’ Court.

For instance, the proposed 
amendment to Section 28 seeks 
to increase the monetary limits 
contained in the relevant provi-
sions from N10 million to N25 
million.

The bill also proposes the dele-
tion and replacement of  Section 
30 of  the principal law under a 
new provision titled “Power to 
Increase Jurisdiction.”

Under the proposed provision, 
the Chief  Judge may, by notice 
published in the Gazette, increase 
the jurisdiction to be exercised 
under the law.

The Lagos Advocacy Group 
welcomed the proposed reforms 
relating to the Magistracy, partic-
ularly the increase in monetary 
jurisdiction.

It also said the proposal to 
extend the retirement age and 
years of  service of  Magistrates 
deserved consideration, citing 

PBAT Sovereign Movement Visits Eshilokun, Seeks 
Recognition, Inclusion In Tinubu’s Re-Election Campaign

Bush Promises To Empower Public Office Holders In Akwa Ibom

Local Government Area Coordinators of OKAY New Nigeria Movement Rallies after their recent strategic meeting held at Ogba, 
Lagos.

Lagos Magistrates’ Bill Raises Questions Over Law Officers Clause
the importance of  experience in 
the administration of  justice.

The group, however, said re-
forms concerning Magistrates 
should be accompanied by im-
provements in their welfare.

It alleged that some Magis-
trates still do not have official 
vehicles and are compelled to 
commute themselves to work 
using motorcycles, tricycles, or 
taxis, despite having served for 
years.

The controversy therefore 
centres not on the proposed im-
provement of  the Magistracy it-
self, but on the decision to define 
“Law Officer” broadly and place 
such officers within the retire-
ment provision contained in the 
Magistrates’ Court Law.

The bill, however, remains 
a proposal and its provisions 
could be amended, retained or 
withdrawn during legislative 
consideration.
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Ayodele Ogunsan, Executive Secretary/CEO, Lagos State Security Trust Fund (left), and Adedotun Keshinro, Lagos State 
Commandant, NSDC, during the presentation of protective gear to NSDC in Lagos, on Wednesday.
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E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U
LAG OS

Paul Ayanlola, the Head of  Logis-
tics of  Agroeknor International 
Limited has commenced his re-
tirement after 10 years of  fruitful 
service with the company.

Ayanlola, now a Madala Inde-
pendent Distributor, who joined 
the company at an Officer rank, 
rose to become a Senior Manag-
er and later Head of  Logistics, 
a position he occupied till his 
retirement.

Speaking through a state-
ment made available to Sunday 

Independent in Lagos, an excited 
Ayanlola showered appreciation 
to the company for giving him the 
opportunity to serve and show 
what stuff  he is made of.

He said, “I sincerely appre-
ciate Agroeknor International 
Limited and its leadership un-
der Mr. Timi Oke, Mr. Attah An-
zaku, and Mr. Ayomide Oke as I 
retire after 10 years of  dedicated 
service.

“My journey with Agroeknor 
began a decade ago. It was more 
than employment — it was train-
ing. Within those 10 years, I rose 
from the position of  Officer, to 

Senior Manager and I retired as 
Head of  Logistics.

“During my service period, 
I gained deep experience in ag-
riculture, agro-processing, and 
export trade. I was privileged to 
be part of  different teams that 
developed and promoted Nige-
rian products for both local and 
international markets.

“Throughout my service, 
Agroeknor maintained integrity 
in all dealings with the Federal 
Government. The company con-
sistently paid all necessary dues 
and processed Nigeria Export 
Proceeds (NXP) without fail.

“To the best of  my knowl-
edge, Agroeknor has never been 
involved in any case of  miscon-
duct. That level of  compliance 
and transparency deserves rec-
ognition.

“One product I am particular-
ly proud of  is Madala Hibiscus 
Cordial, a Nigerian product de-
veloped by Madala Beverages, a 
subsidiary of  Agroeknor Inter-
national Limited.

“I believe with the right gov-
ernment support, Madala Drink 
can compete globally and create 
more jobs for our youths. This is 
the kind of  innovation Nigeria 
needs under the President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu administration.

“Agroeknor also consistently 
shows care, support and honour 
for all team members.

J OY  A N I G B O G U 
LAG OS 

Governor Biodun Oyebanji of  
Ekiti State, has congratulated 
a former governor of  the State, 
Chief  Segun Oni, on the occasion 
of  his 72nd birthday.

The governor, in a state-
ment issued by his Special 

Adviser on Media, Mr. Yinka 
Oyebode, described Chief  Oni 
as a man of  honour who has 
rendered immense service to 
Ekiti State, Nigeria, and hu-
manity at large.

Oyebanji commended the for-
mer Governor for his enduring 
contributions to the development 

of  Ekiti, noting that he remains 
a distinguished statesman, pa-
triot, community leader, and a 
politician whose virtues have 
positively impacted governance 
both in and out of  office.

He further described Chief  
Oni as a symbol of  humility, self-
lessness, and unwavering com-

mitment to the welfare of  the 
people, adding that his concern 
for the common man and dedi-
cation to the Ekiti project have 
continued to inspire many.

The governor also lauded 
Chief  Oni for implementing 
people-oriented and welfarist 
policies during his tenure, not-

ing that many of  such initiatives 
have stood the test of  time and 
continue to benefit the people of  
the state.

According to him, the for-
mer governor’s administration 
marked a significant phase in 
Ekiti’s multi-sectoral develop-
ment, particularly in the areas 

of  workers’ welfare, infrastruc-
ture, healthcare, and economic 
growth.

Oyebanji added that Chief  
Oni’s contributions have earned 
him a lasting place in the posi-
tive trajectory of  Ekiti’s develop-
ment, stressing that he remains 
relevant in the ongoing quest for 
a more prosperous Ekiti and a 
greater Nigeria.

Ayanlola Retires From Agroeknor After 10 
Years Of Meritorious Service

Oyebanji Congratulates Former Gov Oni On 72nd Birthday 

Rivers Labour Leader Sues TUC, PENGASSAN Over 
Union Executives’ Suspension, Dissolution

 F R A N C I S O N O I R I B H O LO
B E N I N

The Gwagwalada Zone of  the 
NBM of  Africa Worldwide has 
donated 27 pints of  blood to Kuje 
General Hospital, Abuja, as part 
of  efforts to support healthcare 
delivery and save lives in the Fed-
eral Capital Territory (FCT).

The president of  the zone, 
Maina Jamil Isiaka, disclosed 
this to newsmen while explain-
ing the rationale behind the vol-
untary blood donation exercise, 
describing it as a practical expres-
sion of  the humanitarian vision 
and agenda of  the organisation’s 
Worldwide President, Dr Charles 
Chimezie.

According to him, the initia-
tive is also in fulfilment of  the 
organisation’s constitutional 
obligations, particularly its com-
mitment to humanitarian service 
and support for people in need.

Isiaka explained that Kuje 

General Hospital was select-
ed because it falls within the 
Gwagwalada Zone’s area of  cov-
erage, adding that the 27 pints 
donated comprised different 
blood groups, both positive and 
negative.

He said the gesture was in-
formed by the critical role of  
blood in emergency medical care, 
noting that timely access to blood 
could make the difference be-
tween life and death for patients 
in urgent need of  transfusion.

“The humanitarian gesture is 
part of  the vision and agenda of  
our revered National President, 
Dr Charles Chimezie, and it is in 
line with the constitutional obli-
gations of  the organisation.

“This is part of  the reason we 
organised the voluntary blood do-
nation exercise. We voluntarily 
donated 27 pints of  blood to Kuje 
General Hospital, covering differ-
ent blood groups, both positive 
and negative,” he said.

NBM Donates 27 Pints Of Blood To 
Kuje General Hospital

I T O D E  A K A R I
PO RT  HA RCO U RT

A Rivers State labour 
leader, Comrade Ike-
chukwu Foster Onye-
furu, has instituted 

two separate suits against the 
leadership of  the Trade Union 
Congress (TUC) and the Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Senior 
Staff  Association of  Nigeria 
(PENGASSAN) over an alleged 
unconstitutional suspension 
and dissolution of  elected union 

executives.
The suits, marked NICN/

PH/60/2026 and NICN/
PH/63/2026, are pending before 
the Port Harcourt Judicial Divi-
sion of  the National Industrial 
Court.

In Suit No. NICN/PH/60/2026, 
Onyefuru, a senior staff  member 
of  Renaissance Africa Energy 

R A J I  A D E B AYO
I B A DA N 

The governorship candidate of  
the African Democratic Congress 
(ADC) in Oyo State, Olooye Adeg-
boyega Taofeek Adegoke (FCA), 
has extended hands of  fellowship 
to all other aspirants that contest-
ed the party’s primary with him 
before his emergence to join him 
and the party to get victory in the 
governorship election slated for 
February 2027.

Adegoke said he has not at any 
time of  the opinion that he can do 
it alone, saying like the symbol 
of  their party, the ADC, all hands 
must be joined and work together 
to win the election next year.

Adegoke made this known 
while addressing the party lead-
ers and members in Saki on Fri-
day as part of  his thank - you visit 
to Irepo, Orelope and Olorunsogo 
Federal Constituency. 

The Oyo ADC governorship 
candidate revealed efforts he 
made after securing the party’s 
ticket to seek the cooperation of  
the fellow contestants especially, 

Chief  Bisi Ilaka, saying he called 
him on phone asking him to join 
him in the task of  winning the 
governorship race in Oyo State.

“I want reconciliation so that 
we can move forward. Those who 
are angry should sheath their 
swords. They should let us work 
together, hand in hand like the 
symbol of  our party.

“Nobody can do it alone, we 
must work together to achieve 
victory. Let us talk to each other 
and when we win, we will all 
enjoy the dividends of  hard 
work.

“I am saying this because 
when I won the governorship 
ticket, I didn’t just sit down as 
a candidate, I approached our 
leaders for reconciliation. I talk-
ed to them that we should work 
together, we should cooperate so 
that development will come to 
Oyo state.

“ I am talking to people in our 
party and even in the Allied Peo-
ple’s Movement, (APM) to join 
hands with me as we go for the 
governorship election in Febru-
ary next year,” Adegoke said.

Oyo 2027: ADC Guber Candidate 
Preaches Reconciliation, Says 
Nobody Can Do It Alone

Company Limited, formerly 
Shell Petroleum Development 
Company (SPDC), is challenging 
his suspension as Chairman of  
the Rivers State Council of  TUC.

He is also the elected Chair-
man of  the former SPDC Branch 
of  PENGASSAN, now Renais-
sance Africa Energy Company 
(RAEC).

Onyefuru, who had served 
as TUC Rivers State Chairman 
since September 26, 2022, joined 
the TUC National President, 
Comrade Festus Osifo, the Rivers 
State Chairman, Comrade Samu-
el Ogan, and Secretary-General, 
Comrade Abba Toro, as defen-
dants.

According to the court doc-
uments, the dispute followed a 
suspension notice dated June 
25, 2024, referenced TUC/HO/
ADM/24/163.

The notice accused Onyefuru 
of  misconduct and disregard for 
the Congress by granting press 
interviews without approval 
from the national secretariat, 
despite an earlier query issued 

on June 20, 2024.
But the claimant is asking the 

court to declare the suspension 
unconstitutional, ultra vires, null 
and void.

He argued that under the 2024 
TUC Constitution, only the Na-
tional Executive Council, Central 
Working Committee or National 
Administrative Council could 
discipline an elected state chair-
man after a fair hearing.

He further contended that 
the issuance of  a query and 
subsequent apology could not 
substitute a formal disciplinary 
process.

Onyefuru said efforts to 
resolve the dispute internally, 
including a letter dated May 6, 
2025, requesting a meeting over 
the state of  the TUC in Rivers 
State, failed to resolve the matter.

He is therefore asking the 
court to set aside the suspension 
and restore him to office for the 
unexpired portion of  his tenure.

He is also seeking a declara-
tion that any election or appoint-
ment of  Ogan or any other per-

son as his replacement is invalid, 
as well as N10 million in general 
damages and N5 million as cost 
of  the action.

In the second suit marked 
NICN/PH/63/2026, Onyefuru 
and nine other claimants are 
challenging the dissolution of  
the former SPDC/RAEC Branch 
Executive Council of  PENGAS-
SAN.

The claimants, who described 
themselves as members of  the 
dissolved Branch Executive 
Council and concerned mem-
bers of  PENGASSAN, said they 
were elected on August 30, 2024, 
for a three-year tenure ending in 
August 2027.

They alleged, however, that 
PENGASSAN dissolved the 
executive on May 9, 2025, and 
subsequently constituted a care-
taker committee headed by Akpe 
Emmanuel.

According to the claimants, 
the dissolution occurred shortly 
after Renaissance Africa Energy 
Holdings completed its acquisi-
tion of  SPDCshares on March 

13, 2025.
They are asking the court to 

interpret relevant provisions of  
the PENGASSAN Constitution 
2022, which  was the governing 
instrument at the time of  the 
dissolution.

Among other things, they 
want the court to determine 
whether PENGASSAN had the 
power to dissolve an elected 
branch executive in the circum-
stances.

Joined as defendants in the 
suit are PENGASSAN, its Pres-
ident, Comrade Festus Osifo, its 
Secretary, Comrade Lumumba 
Okugbawa, members of  the 
RAEC Caretaker Committee 
and Renaissance Africa Energy 
Company Limited.

The claimants have also filed 
a Motion on Notice seeking an 
interlocutory injunction re-
straining the defendants from 
recognising or treating the care-
taker committee as the lawful 
leadership of  the branch.

They are further asking the 
court to restrain the defendants 
from excluding them from union 
activities and elections and from 
enforcing what they described as 
compulsory PENGASSAN Foun-
dation deductions.
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BOB MAJIRIOGHENE ETEMIKU
A B UJA

The intellectual Disability clus-
ter of  the Right-in-Action - the 
Engraced Ones - Prayer Support 
and Advocacy Initiative, Down 
Syndrome Foundation of  Nige-
ria, RIA by Maria Autism Foun-
dation, in Abuja, has called for 
the inclusion of  persons with 
intellectual disabilities in the 
implementation of  educational 
policies in the FCT.

The cluster and parents of  
children with intellectual dis-
abilities made the call during a 
media parley in Abuja with the 
theme: breaking the barriers 

on the implementation of  the 
inclusive education policies, 
guidelines and other legal in-
struments for Persons with In-
tellectual Disability in the FCT.

The inclusive education 
event concerning persons with 
intellectual Disability in the FCT 
was supported by the Finnish 
government.

Representatives of  the Right-
in-Action cluster - Ayobami Ade-
fioye (Programmes Manager,  
The Engraced Ones Prayer Sup-
port and Advocacy Initiative), 
Becky Selekere (Programmes 

Officer Ria by Maria Autism 
Foundation) and Ijeoma Fyne-
contry (Legal Resources person 
Down Syndrome Foundation 
Nigeria) all agreed that part of  
the reason why it is important 
for children with intellectual 
disabilities to be included in the 
same classrooms with regular 
children is that there are already 
in place constitutional and legal 
provisions that guarantee access 
to education and the protection 
of  the rights of  persons with 
disabilities.

“In the past it was common 

to campaign for separate class-
es for children with intellectu-
al disabilities. That separation 
accounted for why many people 
in Nigeria don’t understand the 
challenges that children with in-
tellectual disabilities go through. 
Consequently, we need these 
children included in everything, 
we need inclusive education to 
be taken very seriously.”

In addition to the call for 
inclusivity, the Cluster urged 
the FCT administration to in-
crease budgetary allocation to 
the education sector in the FCT 

by at least 50% by 2027 in line 
with UNESCO and AU global 
benchmarks of  20-26% of  na-
tional budgets, more training for 
teachers working with children 
with intellectual disabilities, 
getting parents of  intellectually 
disabled children represented 
in the policymaking process 
and functional national disabil-
ity-in-education data system.

“We are also asking the media 
to tell our stories with a nuance 
that reflects inclusivity because 
people with disabilities are hu-
man first before their disability’, 

Earlier, country director of  the 
Christian Blind Mission Global 
(CBM Global), Abdulazeez Musa 
urged the FCT to ‘move beyond 
policies and ensure active imple-
mentation of  inclusivity.”

A report by the Joint Nation-
al Association of  Persons with 
Disabilities, JONAPWD, has es-
timated that Nigeria has about 
7.8 million, while the overall 
population of  persons with dis-
abilities was estimated at about 
22 million.

The cluster had technical sup-
port from CBM, with JONAP-
WD – Joint National Association 
of  Persons with Disabilities and 
Inclusive Friends Association – 
IFA as project Implementers.

K A Z E E M  AW O J O O D U
I B A DA N 

The Prelate of  the Calva-
ry Grace International 
College of  Bishops and 
the President of  Sword 

of  the Spirit Ministries, Bish-
op Francis Olubowale Oke, has 
been elevated to the Office of  
Archbishop in recognition of  his 
more than 27 years of  Episcopal 
service, spiritual leadership and 
mentorship of  bishops across the 
world.

The honour was conferred 
on him by the Calvary Grace In-
ternational College of  Bishops, 
during the ongoing annual Holy 
Ghost Convention of  the Sword 
of  the Spirit Ministries in Ibadan, 
Oyo State.

This was contained in a state-
ment issued by the Media Bureau 
of  the Sword of  the Spirit Minis-
tries in Ibadan.

According to a copy of  the 
press release made available to 
Sunday Independent, stated that 
Bishop Oke, who accepted the el-
evation at the programme attend-
ed by members of  the College of

Bishops and Christian lead-
ers, described the honour as a 
call to greater responsibility in 
advancing the cause of  Christ 
globally.

Accepting the elevation, the 
new Archbishop, who is the Na-
tional President of  the Pentecos-
tal Fellowship of  Nigeria (PFN), 
said he had repeatedly declined 
the opportunity to become an 
archbishop since his consecra-
tion as a Bishop in 1999, prefer-
ring to concentrate on evange-

lism and preaching the gospel.
He, however, said he had now 

accepted the elevation because it 
was the will of  God and the col-
lective decision of  the College of  
Bishops. 

“I  accept the elevation with 
all my heart. Since it seems good 
to you and to the Holy Spirit, it 
seems good to me also. I concur 
with you,” Oke said.

The elevation was proclaimed 
by the Presbyter of  the Calvary 
Grace International College of  
Bishops, South-West, Bishop Fe-
lix Adejumo, after Bishop Julius 
Abiola presented the statement 
of  purpose for the elevation. 

Bishop Abiola described the 
honoree as a father of  fathers, 
pastor of  pastors and bishop 
of  bishops,  saying his episco-
pal ministry had produced and 
strengthened other episcopal 
leaders.

According to him, Bishop 
Oke’s elevation was not merely a 
conferment of  a title but formal 
recognition of  a ministry already 
tested by time, proven through 
service, demonstrated through 
spiritual fruits and manifested 
through the raising and strength-
ening of  other leaders.

The College said Bishop Oke 
had, since his canonical conse-
cration in 1999, demonstrated 
longevity, stability, maturity and 
faithfulness in episcopal minis-
try, with his influence extending 
beyond local congregations, de-
nominations and national bound-

aries.
It noted that he had partici-

pated in the consecration and 
establishment of  bishops in 
different parts of  the world and 
had provided spiritual oversight 
and fatherly leadership to many 
of  the more than 50 bishops as-
sociated with the Calvary Grace 
International College of  Bishops.

The College said his ministry 
had become an episcopacy that 
has produced episcopacies, as he 
had identified, nurtured, men-
tored, affirmed, consecrated and 
commissioned other spiritual 
leaders. 

It added that his new office 
would carry greater responsibil-
ity for spiritual fatherhood, epis-
copal oversight, unity, counsel, 
mentorship and preservation of  
the integrity and witness of  the 
Church.

The College consequently 
charged him to strengthen the 
brethren, encourage bishops, de-
fend the Christian faith, promote 
unity within the body of  Christ, 
preserve godly Episcopal order 
and raise succeeding generations 
of  faithful servants of  God.

Bishop Oke, in his response, 
expressed gratitude to God and 
members of  the College for the 
honour, stressing that the institu-
tion maintained strict standards 
in the selection and consecration 
of  bishops.

He said prospective bishops 
were subjected to thorough ex-
amination by presbyters before 

they could be admitted, stressing 
that the College was committed 
to admitting only people with 
proven integrity and impactful 
ministries. 

“The door is still open to any-
one who is interested, but the 
standard remains the same,” he 
said.

Recalling his journey into the 
episcopacy, Bishop Oke said the 
late Archbishop Benson Idahosa 
had wanted to consecrate him as 
a bishop

as far back as 1988, but he 
avoided the elevation because of  
his passion for evangelism.

He also recalled that when 
Bishop David Oyedepo was con-
secrated a bishop in Kaduna, he 
participated in the consecration 
and was told by Archbishop 
Idahosa that he ought to have 
become a bishop.

According to Bishp Oke, Ida-
hosa told him, “You are next,” but 
he subsequently avoided oppor-
tunities for his own consecration 
for about a decade.

He said he eventually yielded 
to the prompting of  the Holy Spir-
it and was consecrated a bishop 
in the United Kingdom in 1999, 
with the consecration repeated 
three months later at the Garden 
of  Victory, Ibadan.

Oke traced the origin of  the 
Calvary Grace International 
College of  Bishops to his desire 
to mentor younger ministers, not-
ing that his ministry began after 
he responded to God’s call in 1976.

Cluster, Parents Seek Inclusion Of Persons With Intellectual 
Disabilities In FCT’s Implementation Of Education Policies

Ayobami Adefioye, Programs Manager, The Engraced Ones Prayer Support and Advocacy Initiative (left); Becky Selekere, Programs 
Officer, Ria by Maria Autism Foundation (second left); Abdulazeez Musa, Country Director, CBM (second right), and Ijeoma Fynecontry, 
Legal Resources Person, Down Syndrome Foundation Nigeria, during a media parley in Abuja.

Wale Oke Accepts Archbishop’s 
Mantle After 27 Years As Bishop The Federal High Court in Abu-

ja has reassigned the matter be-
tween Bob Etemiku, freelance 
journalist, and the Nigeria Foot-
ball Federation, NFF, over the re-
fusal of  the NFF to make public 
the contract details with which 
Coach Eric Chelle was appointed 
in 2025 as Super Eagles of  Nige-
ria Football Coach.

Sunday Independent gathered 
that the matter has been pending 
before the Federal High Court 
since May 2025 after a motion 
exparte was moved and granted 
in favour of  the applicant on the 
8 th  of  May 2025.

Thereafter, the matter suf-
fered a series of  adjournments 
over the renovation of  Court 2 
of  the Federal High Court under 
Justice GK Olotu.

The matter was initially filed 

at Court 3 but was later with-
drawn and refilled at Court 2 
over the refusal of  the applicant’s 
former counsel to deliver a copy 
of  the process to the claimant/
applicant.  

Subsequently, the applicant 
through a letter dated April 30, 
2026 made an appeal to the Hon. 
Chief  Judge of  the Federal High 
Court for an “immediate reas-
signment” of  the said matter 
over the “tight deadlines with 
which the applicant works as a 
key stakeholder in the journal-
ism profession”.

Court officials confirm that 
the NFF versus Bob Etemiku 
matter has been reassigned to 
Court 13, but as at the time of  
filing this story, a date was yet to 
be set for the further hearing of  
the matter.  

A N O L U  V I N C E N T
OW E R R I

The NNPC Exploration and 
Production Limited (NEPL)/
Seplat Energy Joint Venture 
has reaffirmed commitment 
to strengthening quality ed-
ucation through sustained 
investment in teacher devel-
opment, as it prepares to train 
500 teachers across Edo State.

This was disclosed, in Be-
nin, Edo State, by Chioma Afe, 
Director of  External Affairs 
& Social Performance, Seplat 
Energy Plc, represented by 
Esther Icha, the General Man-
ager, Corporate Social Invest-
ment & Social Performance, 
Seplat Energy Plc, during the 
2026 Seplat Teachers Empow-
erment Programme (STEP), 
onboarding workshop.

The 2026 programme sees 
a significant expansion of  
STEP, which has, over the 
past six years, trained more 
than 2,000 teachers and edu-
cation evaluators across Edo, 
Delta and Imo States. In this 
cohort, 500 teachers from Edo 
State will benefit from the 
knowledge-empowerment 
initiative.

Afe explained that the Se-
plat JV is investing heavily 
in the programme because 
education remains a critical 
part of  Seplat Energy’s con-
tribution to nation building, 
noting that teachers play a vi-
tal role in shaping the future 
of  the country.

In her words, “Seplat is 
very committed to education. 
It’s critical to nation building, 
and everybody that is here has 
contributed in one way or the 
other to the life of  one student 
or one child.”

Continuing, Afe explained 
that the continued changes in 
education, including evolving 
curricula, technology and 
teaching approaches, make it 
necessary for teachers to con-
tinuously update their skills 
and adapt to emerging trends.

“Education is changing 
daily,” she said. “This pro-
gramme is to equip you with 
what you need to meet the 
changing trends,” she added.

She pointed out that the 
STEP is designed to strength-
en teachers both in the class-
room, and their personal and 
professional development, by 
providing participants with 
access to facilitators, learn-
ing resources and platforms 
that expose them to devel-
opments in education and 
contemporary approaches to 
teaching.

Afe acknowledged the 
support of  the JV Partner, 
NEPL, for consistently back-
ing the initiative, and the Edo 
State Government for facil-
itating the participation of  
schools and teachers in the 
programme.

She encouraged the par-
ticipants to make the most 
of  the training and translate 
their learning into improved 
outcomes for their students.

NFF/Eric Chelle Contract: Federal 
High Court Moves Case To Court 13

NEPL/SEPLAT Energy To Train 500 
Teachers In Edo
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I
t is interesting that the Nige-
ria Democratic Congress (NDC) 
had to announce a policy re-
quiring its members to sign an 

undertaking that they would resign 
from the elective offices they won as 
NDC members if  they crossed over 
to other political parties. 

According to the National Sec-
retary of  NDC, IkennaEnekweizu, 
“A political party is like any other 
association, and every member who 
subscribes to the membership of  the 
party is bound by the provisions of  
its constitution and decisions taken 
by its properly constituted author-
ities. Within the NDC, the decision 
to make people sign that affidavit is 
provided for in our constitution... 
We are trying to build a party that 
will last and stand the test of  time 
- where people do not just say, ‘Oh, 
because a particular person is con-
testing under this platform, let us 
go there, and the moment we win 
elections, we all leave.’”

We note that the party’s scribe, 
curiously, stated that both Peter 
Obi and RabiuKwankwaso, the 
presidential and vice presidential 
candidates of  NDC, are exempted 
from what looks like a “pre-nuptial 
agreement.” He added that the pri-
mary targets are prospective party 
members who want to be legislators, 
the usual culprits that routinely de-
camp from their political parties on 
the floor of  legislative chambers.

Indeed, legislators are the guilti-
est of  party switching, even though 
many elected state governors are 

also known to have crossed the car-
pet without any qualms. 

Sections 68(1)(g) and 109(1)(g) of  
the Nigerian Constitution respec-
tively provide that a federal and 
state legislator “shall vacate his 
seat in the House of  which he is a 
member if… he becomes a member 
of  another political party before the 
expiration of  the period for which 
that House was elected:

“Provided that his membership 
of  the latter political party is not as 
a result of  a division in the political 
party of  which he was previously 
a member or of  a merger of  two or 
more political parties or factions 
by one of  which he was previously 
sponsored.”   

Sections 65, 106, 131 and 177 of  
the Constitution insist that a per-
son shall be qualified for election 
to the office of  Federal legislator, 
state legislator, President or Gov-
ernor “if  he is a member of  a polit-
ical party and is sponsored by that 
political party.”

Also, Section 77(1,2,4,5,6) of  the 
Electoral Act, 2026  requires that “A 
political party registered under this 
Act shall… maintain a digital regis-
ter of  its members… and shall make 
such register available to the (Inde-
pendent National Electoral) Commis-
sion not later than 21 days before the 
date fixed for the party primaries, 
congresses or convention…

“(And) only members whose 
names are contained in the register 
shall be eligible to vote and be vot-
ed for in the party primaries, con-

gresses, and conventions… (and) a 
party shall not use any other regis-
ter for party primaries, congresses, 
and conventions except the register 
submitted to the Commission.”   

These constitutional and Elector-
al Act provisions underscore the 
importance of  political parties in 
Nigeria. However, given the gale of  
defections and political prostitution 
that characterize every election cy-
cle, are there political parties, prop-
erly so called, in the country? 

Regrettably, for Nigeria’s contem-
porary political parties, the answer 
is in the negative. As we have had 
cause to observe in the past, what we 
have currently as political parties 
appear to be amorphous collections 
of  strange bedfellows, with only 
‘ideology’ to capture power and its 
benefits at all costs. There is hardly 
anything to choose between the rul-
ing All Progressives Congress and 
the opposition Peoples Democratic 
Party, Africa Democratic Congress, 
Labour Party, New Nigeria People’s 
Party and of  course, Nigeria Demo-
cratic Congress. 

The distinguishing character-
istics of  a political party include 
ideology, manifesto, leadership, 
membership goals and objectives. 
Unfortunately, there is practically 
nothing to choose among the afore-
mentioned parties. This has led to 
the inescapable conclusion that 
the current parties in Nigeria are 
mere special-purpose vehicles for 
elections and nothing more. This, 
in turn, reflects the level of  degen-

eration in the Nigerian society.
In the days of  yore, we had ideolo-

gy-based political parties such as the 
Action Group (AG), National Coun-
cil of  Nigerian Citizens (NCNC), 
and Northern Peoples Congress 
(NPC). While not unheard of, cases 
of  crossing the floor were few and 
far between. For instance, following 
the motion on self-government ta-
bled by Anthony Enahoro of  Action 
Group in the House Representatives 
in 1953, the central Council of  Min-
isters decided by a majority that En-
ahoro’s motion should be opposed 
while the amendment proposed by 
Ahmadu Bello of  Northern Peoples 
Congress should be supported. The 
four AG ministers in the central 
Council of  Ministers resigned in or-
der to be able to vote on the motion 
along the party line! 

Such was the level of  sanctity 
accorded to party ideology and the 
premium placed on discipline and 
principle in the past. It is difficult 
to recall in contemporary Nigerian 
politics such demonstration of  party 
fidelity, especially when it touches on 
having to abdicate “juicy positions”!

While the intentions of  NDC may 
appear noble, especially in the light 
of  political prostitution across par-
ty lines, its novel idea may be su-
perfluous or an overreach, since 
the Nigerian Constitution has ad-
equate provisions with regards to 
defection of  legislators. In addition, 
given the political trajectories of  its 
leading aspirants, the NDC should 
rather lead by example.

NDC’s Anti-Defection Panacea

	Managing Director/Editor-in-Chief ❱ Steve Omanufeme

	 Managing Editor ❱ Kingsley Ighomwenghian

	 Editor, Daily	❱	Don Okere 

	 Editor, Saturday	❱	Yemi Adebisi

	 Editor, Sunday	❱	Austin Oboh

	 Chairman, Editorial Board 	❱	Opeyemi Soyombo

	 Procurement Manager 	❱	 Raphael Onovughakpor

	 Deputy Editor, News	❱	 Charles Okoh

Deputy Editor, Economic Intelligence ❱ Bamidele Famoofo 

	 Editor, Production	❱	 Celestine Amoke 

       	   Bureau Chief, Abuja	 ❱Samuel Ogidan

 	 Bureau Chief, Ilorin	 ❱	  Nicholas Uwerunonye 		

	     Ag. Business Editor ❱ 	Bamidele Ogunwusi			

	 Sport Editor	❱ 	Peter Edema

                        	  Politics Editor	❱ Joy Anigbogu



10 /Independentngr             @independentngr           www.independent.ng SUNDAY INDEPENDENT SEPTEMBER 6, 2026

Articles should be a maximum of  750 words 
and sent to: opinion@independentnig.com and 
densityshow@gmail.comYour Views

E LV I S  E R O M O S E L E
 

Ikeja. A roadside stall. The evening air 
thick with the aroma of  sizzling suya, 
steaming amala, and pepper soup. I sat 
there, one of  those occasional roadside 
meals that still feel like a small act of  
normalcy in a country where the cost 
of  living has rewritten daily life. Then 
a well-dressed woman approached the 
seller. She explained that she was ex-
pecting a transfer that had not yet land-
ed. She would pay as soon as it came in.

 For a moment I thought the seller 
would refuse. Instead, without blink-
ing, she sold and packed the food for the 
woman to take away. I was aghast. “Do 
you know her?” I asked. “She comes here 
on occasion,” the seller replied simply.

 That small act of  trust, repeated 
across countless street corners, mar-
kets, and junctions in Lagos and beyond, 
captures something profound about this 
moment in Nigeria. Grocery stores and 
formal food sellers have become life-
lines for many families. But the real 
MVPs of  this season are the street food 
sellers. These are the women and men 
who stretch ingredients, keep prices af-
fordable, and extend credit quietly when 
the bank alert refuses to come.

 Today, food inflation remains stub-
bornly high. The National Bureau of  
Statistics reveals that food inflation 
stood at 20.31 per cent year-on-year in 
July 2026, up from 17.52 per cent in June. 
This is the highest reading in about ten 
months. Month-on-month, it accelerat-
ed to 5.56 per cent. Headline inflation 
eased slightly to 15.43 per cent, but the 
divergence is telling: overall prices are 
moderating while the cost of  the food 
that dominates household budgets con-
tinues to climb. Rice, tomatoes, garri, 

plantain, beef, eggs, onions, pepper and 
other staples drove the latest rise. 

This crisis is not new. The differ-
ence now is that multiple forces have 
converged. Think rising insecurity in 
key farming regions; climate shocks 
(floods/drought) and the perennial mas-
sive post-harvest losses. To these, add 
high fuel costs which feed directly into 
transport and logistics; imported inputs 
(fertiliser, seeds, machinery, agro-chem-
icals) which are priced in foreign cur-
rency; and structural low productivity, 
rain-fed farming with limited mecha-
nisation. Together, it becomes obvious 
why supply struggles to keep pace with 
demand and population growth. 

The government has not been idle. 
The Tinubu administration granted 
temporary import duty and levy waiv-
ers on selected staples and inputs to ease 

immediate supply gaps. Thousands of  
tractors and equipment have been rolled 
out under the Renewed Hope Agricul-
tural Mechanisation Programme. Farm 
input support schemes, subsidised seeds 
and fertiliser, and efforts to recapitalise 
the Bank of  Agriculture aim to reach 
smallholders. 

Yet the recent uptick shows the lim-
its of  current interventions. Breaking 
the cycle of  food inflation requires a 
coordinated approach that treats food 
inflation as both a supply and a struc-
tural problem. Monetary policy alone 
cannot grow more tomatoes or secure a 
farm in Zamfara. The government must 
consider other options.

 One, make farming safe again. This 
means prioritising security in major 
food-producing local government areas 
through community-based intelligence, 
better coordination between security 
agencies and local leadership, and tar-
geted protection of  farming communi-
ties and transport corridors. Without 
this, other investments leak away. 

Two, scale climate-smart and year-
round production. Expand solar-pow-
ered and other decentralised irrigation 
to reduce dependence on rainfall. Pro-
mote drought- and flood-tolerant seed 
varieties, soil health practices and 
weather-indexed insurance. Indeed, it 
is time to move dry-season farming from 
pilot to national programme. 

In addition, everything possible must 
be done to slash post-harvest losses. Be-
gin by investing aggressively in rural 
storage (including airtight silos and 
community warehouses), processing fa-
cilities near production zones, and rural 
road rehabilitation. Every tonne saved 
is a tonne that does not need to be im-
ported or priced higher due to scarcity. 

Moreover, efforts must be expended to 
strengthen value chains and reduce in-
termediary costs. Among other things, 
improve market information systems, 
reduce multiple taxation and unofficial 
levies on food transport, and support 
agro-processing so more value is re-
tained domestically. In addition, there 
has to be backward integration incen-
tives for food manufacturers to create 
reliable demand for farmers.

Furthermore, targeted social protec-
tion is indispensable. So, while struc-
tural reforms take root, the government 
must maintain well-targeted cash trans-
fers, food banks or school feeding that 
protect the most vulnerable without 
creating permanent dependency. Since 
street food sellers themselves form an 
informal safety net, policies that enable 
rather than harass them (hygiene sup-
port, access to finance, secure trading 
spaces) multiply impact. KAI, take note!

 These steps are not new ideas. Many 
appear in existing government plans 
and expert recommendations. The dif-
ference between plans and results lies 
in execution, sequencing, security, and 
sustained political will across election 
cycles.

 The woman in Ikeja who received her 
meal on trust is not an isolated case. 
Across Nigeria, street food sellers ab-
sorb delayed payments, adjust portions, 
and keep feeding families when formal 
systems strain. They are the visible face 
of  resilience. But resilience has limits. 
Nigerians should not have to rely in-
definitely on the goodwill of  roadside 
vendors to eat.

 
Eromosele, a corporate communications ex-
pert and sustainability advocate, writes via 
elviseroms@gmail.com

“Industrialisation is not just about 
factories, it is about creating a national 
ecosystem of  productivity where skilled 
labour, reliable infrastructure, access to 
finance, and supportive policies work to-
gether.” — Nigerian Economic Summit 
Group (NESG)

For any country to enjoy sustain-
able economic growth the factors 
that facilitate as well as boost 
industrial production must be 

firmly put in place. These  include avail-
ability of  high quality raw materials, de-
ployment of  advanced technology, along 
with top-notch skilled labour. Others are  
strong and stable infrastructure under a 
safe and secure environment. But sadly,  
Nigeria is currently grappling with most 
of  these critical issues.

Yet, these have become more compelling 
for a country such as Nigeria with a pov-
erty rate  estimated at approximately 63% 
(representing about 140 million people), 
youth joblessness and underemployment 
reach over 50% according to civil society 
reports, and a Human Development In-
dex (HDI) which  stands at 0.548 to 0.560, 
placing it in the low human development 
category in the world.

In fact, the Manufacturers Association 
of  Nigeria (MAN) has consistently high-
lighted severe structural and macroeco-

nomic hurdles that cumulatively stifle 
industrial growth and threaten factory 
survival in the country.

The first of  such complaints, of   course, 
is the severe infrastructure deficit of  in-
adequate and unreliable electricity supply. 
This forces several factories to rely heav-
ily on expensive alternative energy. This, 
along with poor operational conditions 
along major industrial hubs and corridors 
such as Agbara, Ota, and Sagamu and con-
gested port logistics, further worsens op-
erational and transport expenses.

Next in the list of  complaints by MAN 
is that of  multiple taxation, combined 
with excessive regulation: it has been 
discovered for years that most of  the 
large scale manufacturers in Nigeria 
have faced persistent harassment from 
multiple tax collectors and overlapping 
regulatory agencies. MAN has specially 
noted that a rash of  new tax laws and re-
form acts have yet to eliminate arbitrary 
levies, compliance costs, and aggressive 
revenue-driven enforcement by both the 
federal and state governments. 

Further to these are the debilitating 
issues of  high cost and scarcity of  credit 
facilities. With commercial lending rates 
rising above 35% as driven by high mone-
tary policy rates, these have priced most 
manufacturers out of  affordable bank 
loans. That perhaps, explains why MAN 
has reported sharp contractions, special-
ly in commercial credit allocated to the 
industrial sector. 

And as for Foreign Exchange (FX) vol-
atility, the unstable exchange rates and 
difficulties in sourcing reliable foreign 
exchange make it expensive and compli-
cated to import essential raw materials, 
spare parts, and industrial machinery.

Added to all of  these are rising tariffs 

and port charges: The frequent upward 
adjustments, especially in customs duties, 
import levies, and port terminal tariffs, 
most of  which are implemented without 
adequate stakeholder engagement, fur-
ther erode profit margins and domestic 
market competitiveness.

As for insecurity, it has adversely af-
fected the production of  raw food items 
in states such as Benue, Plateau, Borno, 
Yobe, Adamawa and Kwara. It has similar-
ly, devastated mining of  minerals across 
different states of  the country. Persistent 
insurgency, banditry, and general inse-
curity in parts of  the country have com-
pelled a significant percentage of  manu-
facturing plants to shut down operations 
completely due to broken supply chains. 
These important issues have contributed 
to the exodus of  some multinational cor-
porations from Nigeria. 

For instance, over the last 10 years, more 
than 25 major international and multina-
tional companies have completely exited, 
ended physical manufacturing. Some have 
significantly scaled down their direct on-
ground operations in Nigeria. While small-
er firms and local manufacturing entities 
add up to hundreds of  closures, the depar-
ture of  prominent blue-chip multination-
als has accelerated sharply—particularly 
between 2023 and 2024. But what were their 
reasons for the exit?

That is the million,- naira question. 
The answers according to them were pred-
icated on foreign exchange scarcity, cur-
rency devaluation, high operational costs, 
and of  course ,unreliable power supply. 
Painfully, these challenges remain with 
us till this day.

Notable amongst the internation-
al companies that left our shores are 
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) Consumer Ni-

geria:. It ended over 50 years of  direct 
operations in 2023.

Also, Procter & Gamble (P&G) shut 
down its physical manufacturing opera-
tions in late 2023, converting Nigeria into 
an import-only market. As for Unilever 
Nigeria it  stopped local manufacturing 
of  its main home care and skin-cleansing 
categories with popular brands such as 
Omo and Sunlight) in 2023. So, what is 
the best way forward?

According to experts on the econo-
my, we have to prioritize the building of  
strong infrastructure, beginning with sta-
ble electric power supply, that of  potable 
water and good access roads,.As an En-
ergy and Industrialization Commentary 
rightly stated: "Nigeria will never witness 
an industrial revolution until she fixes 
her power sector. Electricity is the fuel 
that drives factories, startups, agricul-
ture, and modern economies.”

For the federal government's policy 
to coordinate industrial, trade, and in-
vestment strategies, which targets a 15% 
reduction in trade costs, and boost ex-
port volumes by 30% by 2028.to succeed 
there should be focus on modernizing 
ports, upgrading roads, and implement-
ing the National Single Window platform 
to streamline trade and lower business 
overhead.

There should also be sustained support 
for MSMEs by prioritizing micro, small, 
and medium enterprises—which account 
for over 80% of  jobs—through mandatory 
procurement policies for local goods and 
targeted financing access. Initiatives such 
as expanding domestic steel production 
capacity toward 10 million metric tonnes 
annually to support import substitution 
and reduce foreign exchange pressure are 
of  necessity.

Imperative Of Boosting Nigeria's Industrial Production 
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AYO OYOZE  BAJE

The woman in Ikeja 
who received her 
meal on trust is not an 
isolated case. Across 
Nigeria, street food 
sellers absorb delayed 
payments, adjust 
portions, and keep 
feeding families when 
formal systems strain

The Unsung Lifeline In Nigeria’s Food Inflation Crisis
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Adewale-Martins Charges Newly Ordained Priests To Shun Unchastity, Avarice

E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U

For many Christians, politics and gover-
nance remain uncomfortable territories, 
often dismissed as too corrupt or ‘worldly’ 
for people of  faith. Mrs. Jumoke Uwagba, 

a Bible scholar disagrees.
She believes Christians must stop calling poli-

tics a dirty game and begin to see governance as a 
sphere where their faith, values and competence 
should make a difference.

This conviction is at the heart of  her recently 
released four-volume series: ‘Gods and Politics: 
Gods in Governance’ (Book 1); ‘Gods and Poli-
tics: The Systems of  Power and the Responsibility 
of  the Gods’ (Book 2); ‘Gods and Politics: From 
Governance to Legacy’ (Book 3), and ‘God and 
Government’ (Book 4).

The books explore the relationship between 
Christian faith, leadership, politics, governance 
and nation-building. Uwagba is well positioned 
to address these issues.

Born into a Christian family with several 
ministers, pastors, deacons and ministry leaders, 
she has served in various leadership capacities 
in Foursquare, NIFES and presently Fountain 
of  Truth Assembly, FOTA.

She holds Bachelor's and Master's degrees 
in Economics and Business Administration, 
respectively, from Lagos State University. She 
also studied Ministry at Patmos Bible School 
of  Faith and Theology at Berean Bible College, 
where she served voluntarily as Registrar and 
later as a Lecturer.

Her experience across academia, ministry and 
leadership gives her a distinctive perspective on 
the relationship between the Church and society. 
Speaking with Sunday Independent, she explains 
why Christians should engage politics, the les-
sons they can learn from biblical leaders, the role 
of  Bible schools in preparing leaders, the place of  
women in governance, and what Nigeria needs 
from the next generation of  Christian leaders.

Mrs. Uwagba, who spoke on her burden or 
conviction that led you to write this four-volume 
series on ‘God and Governance’, she said: “The 
burden grew gradually from years of  observing 
the relationship between faith, leadership, power 
and society.

“Even as a child, I had a basic understanding 
that politics was simply about participation in 
the affairs of  one's community and one's state. So, 
when I heard Christians repeatedly say, ‘Politics 
is a dirty game’, something in me questioned that 
conclusion. I remember asking myself, even at 
that young age, whether politics itself  was really 
the problem.

Over the years, that question became a bur-
den. I watched Christians increasingly withdraw 

from politics and governance because of  the be-
lief  that these were dirty or worldly spaces.

“Yet, I kept asking: If  Christians who claim to 
carry godly values withdraw from the systems 
that shape people's lives, who will influence those 
systems? I came to see that withdrawal was not 
neutrality. It had consequences. “I also began to 
understand that we had created an unnecessary 
divide between the spiritual and the so-called 
secular. We are comfortable talking about God 
in church, but sometimes uncomfortable asking 
how godly principles should influence leadership, 
justice, institutions, education, economic life and 
national development.”

According to her, that burden became a call 
as she eventually realised that the Church can-
not continue to pray about a society it refuses to 
understand and influence. As she puts it, “That 
became one of  the driving convictions behind the 
series.” Thus, across the four books, one recur-
ring message is that Christians should engage 
society rather than withdraw from it.

However, many believers still see politics and 
governance as ‘worldly’. On this Uwagba, stated: 
“I think many Christians have inherited a narrow 
understanding of spirituality. We have sometimes 
confined the things of  God to prayer, preaching, 
evangelism and activities within the Church.

“But God's concern is much broader. He is 
concerned about justice, leadership, honesty, 
stewardship, families, education, communities 
and nations.

“Look at the biblical examples. Joseph served 
in government. Daniel served in Babylon. Ne-
hemiah was involved in administration and 
national rebuilding. Esther exercised influence 
at a critical moment, and Deborah provided lead-
ership in her generation. None of  these people 
ceased to be people of  faith because they engaged 
society. The problem is that many believers have 

confused engagement with compromise.
“Yes, politics can be corrupt. But abandoning a 

difficult system does not make that system better. 
In fact, the absence of  responsible people can cre-
ate more room for irresponsible people. I am not 
saying every Christian must become a politician. 
That is not the message.

“The message is that Christian faith has impli-
cations beyond private religious life. We should be 
asking: How can the values we profess influence 
the spaces in which God has given us responsi-
bility?

“How much of  what happens in your country, 
Nigeria, has influenced this book? Are you happy 
with Nigerian Christians in politics? Are they 
doing well?

“Nigeria has influenced these books tremen-
dously. You cannot observe Nigeria's enormous 
potential alongside our struggles with leadership, 
corruption, insecurity, poverty, institutional 
weaknesses and social inequality without asking 
serious questions. Nigeria is deeply religious, and 
Christianity has a very significant presence. “So, 
we must honestly ask: Why has the presence of  so 
many Christians not always translated into the 
national transformation we desire? That ques-
tion is not intended to condemn Christians. It is 
intended to challenge us.”

According to her, she is encouraged by some 
Christians in politics, as there are people serving 
sincerely, courageously and sacrificially. But, she 
expressed concern about others.

She said: “Christian identity does not auto-
matically guarantee good governance. Being a 
churchgoer is not the same thing as possessing 
political competence. Quoting Scripture is not the 
same thing as understanding public policy. Hav-
ing a good heart is not a substitute for knowledge, 
preparation and administrative ability.

“If  Christians enter public office, I believe 
we should demonstrate integrity, competence, 
courage, justice, accountability and genuine ser-
vice. There are also fundamental issues that gov-
ernment must protect-freedom of  religion and 
conscience, the right to life and security, justice, 
equality before the law and the dignity of  every 
citizen.”

She maintained that the real question is not: 
How many Christians are in politics? She said the 
more important question is: What are they doing 
with the influence they have for the poor showing 
of  pastors in Nigeria, if  the daily criticisms of  
pastors are anything to go by?

Uwagba maintained: “I think we need to ap-
proach this question carefully and fairly. Bible 
schools have played, and continue to play, an im-
portant role in preparing men and women for 
Christian ministry. Many institutions are doing 
excellent work, and we should not dismiss theo-

logical education because of  the failures of  some 
individuals.

“However, every educational system must pe-
riodically ask whether it is adequately preparing 
its students for the realities they will face. My con-
cern is that many Bible-school curricula have 
historically placed much greater emphasis on 
theology and ministry than on leadership, gov-
ernance, public responsibility and the ethical 
management of  influence.

“Theological education should not merely pro-
duce people who can preach sermons, explain 
doctrines and perform religious duties. It should 
also help produce people of  character who can 
engage in governance.

“We need ministers who understand account-
ability. We need leaders who understand financial 
stewardship. We need pastors who understand 
the dangers of  power. We need ministers who 
know how to handle people without manipulat-
ing them.

“We need leaders who can distinguish genu-
ine spiritual authority from personal ambition. 
We need to teach that leadership is service, not 
entitlement. But should all the blame be placed 
on Bible schools? Certainly not. A Bible school 
can teach integrity, but it cannot force a graduate 
to live with integrity.

“A seminary can teach servant leadership, but 
it cannot make someone humble. The Church, 
mentoring relationships, family values, society 
and the personal choices of  individual leaders 
all play important roles.

“Nevertheless, Bible schools should continue 
to examine themselves. Are we teaching leader-
ship as seriously as we teach theology? Are we 
helping students understand money, power, ac-
countability and ethics? Are we preparing them 
for the temptations that accompany influence? 
These are important questions. The Church does 
not only need gifted ministers; it needs formed 
leaders.”

Advice To Intending Christian Politicians
According to her, before a Christian enters 

into politics, her first advice is: “Do not enter pol-
itics merely because you want power. Power is 
attractive, but power also reveals people. Before 
entering politics, ask yourself: What problem do 
I want to solve? Do I understand the people I want 
to serve? Do I understand policy, budgeting, legis-
lation and how government works?

“Good intentions alone are not enough. Chris-
tians entering politics should prepare spiritually, 
intellectually and professionally. Politics will test 
your convictions through pressure, compromise 
and opportunities to take shortcuts. The real 
question is: What will remain of  your convictions 
when the pressure becomes intense?

Uwagba

Adewale-Martins

Jumoke Uwagba: It’s Wrong For 
Christians To Say Politics Is Dirty Game

As the Catholic Archdiocese of  Lagos recently 
ordained six priests and 14 deacons, the Arch-
bishop, His Grace, Alfred Adewale-Martins, 
has enjoined them, as ministers of  Christ, to 
look upon all unchastity and avarice as a wor-
ship of  false gods, since no man can serve two 
masters at the same time.

At the altar of  Catholic Church of  the As-
cension, Airport Road, Ikeja, he sounded it to 
them that like the men the Apostles chose for 
works of  charity, they should be of  good repu-
tation filled with wisdom.

With the gospel reading taken from Mark 
1:14-20 and Isaiah 6:6-8, he asked the ordainands 
should show before God and mankind that they 
are above every suspicion of  blame, true minis-

ters of  Christ and firmly rooted in faith.
"Hold the mystery of faith with a clear con-

science, express in action what you proclaim by 
word of mouth. Then the people of Christ, brought 
to life by the spirit, will be an offering God accepts.

"By your own free choice, you seek to enter 
the order of  Diaconate. You shall exercise this 
ministry in the celibate state, for celibacy is 
both a sign and a motive of  pastoral charity, 
and a special source of  spiritual fruitfulness 
in the world. By your life and character, you 
will give witness to your brothers and sisters 
in faith that God must be loved above all else, 
and that is whom you serve in others."

To the congregation, he advised that they 
Vote must not become so despondent as to sur-

render their lives to those who don't have their 
interests at heart.

As Christians, he added, they must interro-
gate those who aspire to power and with the 
understanding that veto power rests with the 
people, they must strive to sustain democracy 
by exercising their civic responsibility during 
electioneering periods.

On behalf  of  the Archdiocese, he thanked 
the various groups and individuals who have 
been sponsoring and supporting them, it 
means a lot, he said.

Rev John Aniagwu in his vote of  thanks, 
appreciated all who made it to the event as well 
as the Archbishop whose good leadership he 
said has been seeing them through.
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Our leaders must 
understand that power 
is not an opportunity for 
personal enrichment; it is 
an opportunity to serve. 
Business leaders should 
pursue profit without 
sacrificing integrity, while 
political leaders should 
pursue the welfare of the 
people rather than personal 
interests

Can you introduce yourself briefly to our readers?
 I am a servant of  God, a teacher of  His 

Word, and a passionate advocate for the ad-
vancement of  God's Kingdom and the trans-
formation of  lives. My passion is to see people 
discover their identity and purpose in Christ, 
grow spiritually, and become instruments of  
positive transformation in their families, com-
munities, and nation.

Over the years, God has given me the privi-
lege of  serving His people, raising leaders, and 
contributing my little part to the expansion of  
His Kingdom. I consider ministry not merely 
a position, but a divine responsibility and a 
privilege to serve God and humanity.

 Congratulations on Life Embassy's 10th anniversa-
ry. You recently received an award from Fabulous 
International Magazine for your excellent contribu-
tions to the Kingdom of God. How do you feel about 
the award?

First, I give all the glory to God, because 
every good thing accomplished through my 
life and ministry is by His grace. I am deeply 
humbled and sincerely grateful for this recog-
nition from Fabulous International Magazine. 
I see it as a call to greater commitment, great-
er service, and greater impact. I dedicate the 
honour to God. I appreciate everyone who has 
supported and believed in the vision of  Life 
Embassy over these ten years.

 What informed the theme of the anniversary, ‘Glory 
Realm’?

The theme, ‘Glory Realm’ came from our 
desire to celebrate not simply 10 years of  exis-
tence, but 10 years of  God's manifest presence 
and faithfulness. For us, glory speaks of  the 
tangible manifestation of  God's presence, pow-
er, beauty, and excellence. We believe that God 
is calling His Church into a deeper dimension 
of  intimacy with Him, where believers do not 
merely talk about His glory but become carri-
ers and expressions of  that glory.

‘Glory Realm’ therefore represents our 
desire to move deeper in God, deeper in His 
presence, deeper in His Word, and deeper in 
Kingdom impact. It is both a celebration of  
where God has brought us and a prophetic 
declaration concerning where He is taking us.

 How has it been in the last 10 years? How would you 
describe the journey so far?

The journey has been a combination of  
faith, sacrifice, lessons, challenges, victories, 
and undeniable divine intervention. The last 
10 years have taught me that ministry is not 
built overnight. There have been seasons when 
we celebrated great victories, and there were 
also seasons when we had to trust God deeply 
and keep moving despite difficulties. Looking 
back, I can say that God's faithfulness has been 
greater than our challenges. We have seen lives 
transformed, people discover purpose, families 
strengthened, and believers grow in their rela-
tionship with God.

If  I were to summarise the journey in one 
sentence, I would say: "It has been ten years 
of  God's faithfulness, human obedience, and 
continuous growth."

 When you were called by God at an early age, how 
did you feel?

Being called by God at an early age is both 
a privilege and a great responsibility. At the 
beginning, you may not fully understand the 
weight of  the assignment, but as you grow, you 
begin to appreciate that God's calling requires 
discipline, obedience, character, and sacrifice.

Personally, I have always considered the 
call an honour. It has shaped my choices, my 
priorities, and my understanding of  life. The 
earlier you discover God's purpose for your life, 
the earlier you can begin to invest your life in 

something greater than yourself.

Did you experience discouragement or encourage-
ment early in your ministry? How did you cope?

Yes, like anyone serving God, there were 
moments of  discouragement. Ministry in-
volves dealing with people, expectations, 
challenges, limited resources, and some-
times misunderstanding. But there were also 
many moments of  encouragement when I 
saw God change lives and when people tes-
tified of  what God was doing through the 
ministry.

What helped me was learning to keep my 
eyes on the One who called me rather than on 
people's opinions. I constantly remind myself  
that if  God gave the assignment, He will also 
give the grace to fulfil it. Prayer, the Word of  
God, wise counsel, and remembering past 
testimonies have been important sources of  
strength.

 How would you describe the current state of our 
nation before God?

Nigeria is a nation with enormous poten-
tial, but we are also facing serious spiritual, 
moral, economic, and security challenges. 
From a spiritual standpoint, I believe this is a 
season the Church must examine itself  while 
also interceding for the nation.

We cannot blame everything on govern-
ment or politics. There is a need for repentance, 
righteousness, integrity, justice, compassion, 
and a renewed fear of  God. At the same time, I 
refuse to look at Nigeria only through the lens 
of  its problems. I believe God has a purpose for 
this nation, and the Church has a major role to 
play in that purpose.

 In view of the increasing wave of Boko Haram 
attacks, kidnapping and terrorist incursions, do 

you think establishment of State Police will curb 
insurgency?

State Police could potentially strengthen lo-
cal security because people within a communi-
ty often understand its security realities better 
and may be able to respond more quickly to 
emerging threats.

However, State Police alone will not solve 
Nigeria's insecurity. It must come with strong 
oversight, professional training, adequate 
funding, intelligence sharing, respect for hu-
man rights, and safeguards against political 
abuse.

Security should never become a political 
weapon. What Nigeria needs is a coordinated 
security architecture where federal, state, and 
community-level institutions work together 
effectively to protect lives and property.

 How best should the Body of Christ handle the 
situation in Nigeria?

The Church must pray, but prayer must be 
accompanied by righteous action. 2 Chroni-
cles 7:14 gives us a powerful principle of  hu-
mility, repentance, prayer, and seeking God. 
We should therefore intensify intercession 
for Nigeria, but we must also teach integrity, 
responsible citizenship, justice, compassion, 
and accountability. The Church should raise 
people of  character who will influence politics, 
business, education, media, technology, and 
every sphere of  society.

We must not only pray for Nigeria to 
change; we must raise Nigerians who will be-
come agents of  that change.

 What's your church's attitude towards the growing 
attacks on churches nationwide? Do you support 
foreign intervention?

Our attitude is first and foremost one of  
prayer, vigilance, compassion for victims, and 
responsible engagement with the authorities. 
The Church must never respond to violence 
with hatred or vengeance. At the same time, 
protecting innocent lives is a serious respon-
sibility, and government must do everything 
within the law to protect citizens and religious 
communities.

Regarding foreign intervention, I believe 
Nigeria should welcome legitimate interna-
tional cooperation, intelligence sharing, hu-
manitarian assistance, and technical support 
where necessary. However, such cooperation 
should respect Nigeria's sovereignty and ulti-
mately strengthen our own capacity to secure 
the nation.

What are the root of spiritual and moral issues fueling 
poverty, insecurity, and corruption today?

At the root of  many of  these problems are 
greed, dishonesty, injustice, lack of  account-
ability, moral compromise, and the loss of  the 
fear of  God. However, we must be careful not 
to reduce complex national problems to spiri-
tuality alone. Poverty and insecurity also have 
economic, institutional, educational, political, 
and social dimensions.

The spiritual dimension is that when peo-
ple lose a sense of  accountability before God, 
corruption can become normal. Therefore, 
the Church must raise people whose private 
character is consistent with their public con-
fession of  faith.

 What biblical principles should guide political and 
business leaders right now?

Integrity, justice, servant leadership, ac-
countability, compassion, diligence, and stew-
ardship. The Bible teaches that leadership is 
ultimately stewardship. Leaders are entrust-
ed with people, resources, and opportunities, 
and they will be accountable for how they use 
them.

Our leaders must understand that power is 

not an opportunity for personal enrichment; 
it is an opportunity to serve. Business leaders 
should pursue profit without sacrificing in-
tegrity, while political leaders should pursue 
the welfare of  the people rather than personal 
interests.

 Many youths feel hopeless and are seeking to leave 
the country. What word of counsel do you have for 
them?

My message to young Nigerians is: do not 
allow the difficulties around you to convince 
you that your future is finished. If  you have 
an opportunity to travel abroad for legitimate 
reasons, there is nothing wrong with seeking 
opportunities. But, do not leave with a mentali-
ty of  hopelessness. Wherever you find yourself, 
carry your values, your faith, your skills, and 
your purpose with you.

At the same time, Nigeria needs young 
people who will stay, build, innovate, create 
businesses, serve with integrity, and become 
part of  the solution. Your present environment 
may influence you, but it does not have to de-
fine your destiny. Seek God, develop yourself, 
acquire valuable skills, and refuse to surrender 
your future to despair.

If you were to deliver one prophetic word to the 
nation today, what would it be?

My prophetic word to Nigeria is: "Do not 
lose hope; your story is not over." I believe we 
are in a season where God is exposing what 
must be corrected, awakening the conscience 
of  a generation, and raising people who will 
carry righteousness and excellence into posi-
tions of  influence.

There will be challenges, but I believe Ni-
geria's greatest days are not behind her. My 
prayer is that righteousness will rise, compe-
tent leadership will emerge, and a new gen-
eration will refuse to normalize corruption, 
violence, and injustice. I believe Nigeria will 
yet fulfil her God-given potential.

 With the ruling party controlling more than 31 states, 
do you think Nigeria is sliding towards a one-party 
state?

The concentration of  political power in 
one party is something Nigerians should 
watch carefully because a healthy democracy 
requires strong institutions, credible oppo-
sition, accountability, and genuine political 
competition.

However, the presence of  one dominant 
party does not automatically mean Nigeria 
has become a one-party state. What matters 
is whether citizens are still able to freely or-
ganize, participate, contest elections, express 
their views, and choose their leaders.

Rather than focusing only on which party 
controls the most states, we should strengthen 
democratic institutions so that political power 
remains accountable to the people.

 What do you think the Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) should do to ensure free 
and fair elections?

INEC must continue to strengthen trans-
parency, independence, professionalism, and 
public confidence in the electoral process. 
There should be clear and consistent enforce-
ment of  electoral laws, timely publication of  
election information, effective use of  tech-
nology, proper training of  electoral officials, 
and transparent handling of  complaints and 
results.

But, INEC cannot do it alone. Political par-
ties, security agencies, candidates, the judicia-
ry, civil society, religious leaders, and voters all 
have responsibilities. Free and fair elections 
are not only an INEC responsibility; they are 
a national responsibility.

Rev Dr Chi Prayerson Otuomachi is the Lead Pastor, Life Embassy, a.ka. Gospel of Redemption, celebrated its 10th anniversary 
last Sunday. He spoke with EJIKEME OMENAZU on far reaching issues, including the state of nation, 2027 elections, State Police, 
challenges facing young men in ministry, among others. Except:

Otuomachi

Nigerian Leaders Must Understand That Power Isn’t 
Opportunity For Personal Enrichment – Rev Otuomachi
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Apostle Oladele Johnson, the 
Founder and General Over-
seer of  Jesus Liberation 
Ministries (JLM), Lagos, and 

also Founder, Unchain Africa Move-
ment, addressed select Christian jour-
nalists to unfold his new movement, 
which he says is meant to address the 
mental and psychological chains that 
continue to limit Africa’s capacity to 
realise its enormous potential.

Listening to him, one could observe 
the enthusiasm always seen in people 
with new ideas and things that are new 
and unique.

The vision for Unchain Africa
According to Apostle Johnson, 

the vision emerged from what he de-
scribed as a divine assignment that 
became clearer to him after he turned 
65 in 2025. He said the movement is 
intended to address the psychological 
dimension of  Africa’s liberation, argu-
ing that political and economic eman-
cipation cannot be complete without 
mental emancipation.

Beyond Political Independence
For the founder, the central question 

is not simply whether African coun-
tries are politically independent, but 
whether Africans have become suffi-
ciently confident in their identity, his-
tory, culture, intellectual capacity and 
ability to determine their own future.

Unchain Africa therefore, he says, 
seeks to broaden the conversation 
about African development beyond 
government policies and economic 
statistics.

Its philosophy, he explains, is that 
the continent’s challenges are inter-
connected. Poverty, corruption, poor 
governance, youth unemployment, 
abuse, exploitation, cultural erosion, 
weak institutions and social inequality 
cannot be sustainably addressed with-
out also confronting attitudes, values 

E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U

The Convener of Women on Assign-
ment Ministries, Pastor Tinuola 
Oye-Johnson, has advised women to 
have a solid understanding of their iden-
tity before becoming wives or taking up 
positions in governance, the workplace, 
the marketplace, the church, or wherev-

Apostle Johnson: Cleric With Burden To Change 
African Minds Through Unchained Africa Movement

LAGOS 2026 CWC: Aina, Oyegbola, Johnson 
Advocate Women's Rebirth, Honour

Johnson

and perceptions that perpetuate them.
The movement, he reveals, conse-

quently proposes a comprehensive 
programme of  awareness, enlighten-
ment, education, advocacy, research, 
documentation, media engagement, 
leadership development, cultural re-
newal and strategic partnerships.

According to its proposal, Unchain 
Africa’s overarching vision is to see an 
Africa where every person lives with 
dignity, freedom, responsibility, justice 
and hope, while Africans collectively 
reclaim ownership of  their history, 
identity, resources and future.

Restoring African Confidence
A major concern behind the move-

ment is what Johnson describes as a 
lingering mentality of  inferiority and 
dependency.

In his recent public comments, he 
has argued that Africans must over-
come the tendency to regard them-
selves, their culture and their achieve-
ments as inferior to those of  other 
parts of  the world. He has particularly 
emphasised the need for Africans to 
rediscover their history and recognise 
the continent’s contribution to human 
civilisation.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Dear Pastors, Church Leaders, and Believers, to promote your

church programmes and events such as Crusades, Thanksgivings, 
Birthdays, Special Announcements, Prayer Programmes, Launchings, 

Book Presentations, etc, please, contact: 08060766311.

Lagos 2026 CWC:  L-r: A state government official with, Rev Dr Oluremi Hunsu (President, LSPSCF) & wife, Mrs Tolulope 
Hunsu, Mrs Lolade Aina (PS, Lagos State Ministry of Wealth Creation & Chairperson, 2026 CWC Planning Committee), 
Rev Dr Oladele Ajayi (Presiding Chaplain, CCTL, Alausa) & wife, Pastor Mrs Folashade Ajayi (Convener, 2026 Christian 
Women's Conference), Bishop Funso Awe (fmr Chaplain, CCTL, Alausa), Pastor Mrs Tinuola Oye-Johnson (Guest Minister), 
Mrs Sunkanmi Oyegbola (PS, Lagos State Public Service Office, Office of the HoS), Rev Dr Olurotimi Taiwo (Chaplain, CCTL, 
Alausa) & wife, Mrs Taiwo Lillian Taiwo, and Mrs Faderera Koko (a member of the 2026 CWC Planning Committee) during 
the cutting of 16th edition of Christian Women's Conference held at the CCTL, Alausa, Ikeja, Lagos.

That argument forms one of  the 
philosophical foundations of  Unchain 
Africa. The movement, hestresses, 
believes that a people who do not un-
derstand their history may struggle to 
define their future.

“It therefore intends to promote Af-
rican history, indigenous knowledge, 
cultural heritage, literature, languag-
es, arts and positive traditional values, 
while simultaneously encouraging 
science, innovation, entrepreneurship 
and modern education,” he explains.

A Movement, Not Just an Organisation
According to him, Unchain Africa 

is designed to operate as a movement 
capable of  engaging people across na-
tional, ethnic, religious, professional 
and institutional boundaries.

He maintains that its proposed 
programmes will target young people, 
students, educators, families, commu-
nity leaders, religious institutions, tra-
ditional institutions, academics, civil 
society organisations, government 
agencies, corporate organisations and 
international development partners.

Youth Priority To Youth Engagement
The movement, he states, proposes 

the establishment of  an Unchain Af-
rica Youth Ambassadors programme 
through which young Africans can 
be trained and mobilised around re-
sponsible citizenship, cultural confi-
dence, leadership, entrepreneurship, 
education, digital responsibility, child 
protection and community service.

He says: “The objective is to move 
young people from being passive 
observers of  Africa’s problems to be-
coming active participants in solving 
them.”

Education as Tool of Liberation
Another major component of  the 

initiative is education.
According to Apostle Johnson, 

Unchain Africa proposes engagement 
with schools, universities, polytech-

lashade Ajayi, in her welcome address, 
said birth signifies new beginnings 
and represents hope, possibility, pur-
pose and the emergence of  something 
new. Likewise, she said, the conference 
marks the beginning of  a new chapter 
for every participant — a season to rise 
beyond limitations and become wom-
en whose lives illuminate generations 
and bring glory to God.

Other guest speakers at the confer-
ence were Apostle Ruth Ese Essien, 
Pastor Mrs. Boade Akinola, Pastor 
Mrs. Sumbo Adeoye, Dr. Mrs. Omo-
lara Oyadotun, Coach Bukola Oladeji, 
Engr. Mrs. Titilola Oluwadare and Mrs. 
Taiwo Lillian Taiwo.

Other highlights of  the three-day 
conference included the presentation 
of  Education Support Funds to 11 stu-
dent beneficiaries and N250,000 medi-
cal support to a staff  member.

There was also a cooking compe-
tition, where winners from 1st to 4th 
position received prizes ranging from 
N150,000 and a giant air fryer to N50,000.

In the pageantry competition, the 
1st position winner received N200,000, 
while winners from 2nd to 5th position 
received prizes ranging from N150,000 
to N50,000.

nics, Colleges of  Education and other 
institutions to promote educational 
content capable of  developing respon-
sible, confident and socially conscious 
African citizens.

He reveals: “The proposed areas in-
clude African history, civic responsibil-
ity, ethics, leadership, human dignity, 
child protection, entrepreneurship, 
critical thinking, environmental re-
sponsibility, peace building and conflict 
resolution.

“The movement also proposes part-
nerships with curriculum developers 
and educational authorities to explore 
appropriate ways of  strengthening Af-
rican-centred content within existing 
educational frameworks.”

The Role of the Church
Apostle Johnson argues that al-

though Unchain Africa is not present-
ed merely as a church programme, the 
Christian faith is central to its found-
er’s understanding of  the movement.

However, Johnson repeatedly 
argues that the Church has a major 
responsibility in Africa’s moral and 
mental emancipation.

He described the Church as having 
a significant role in Africa’s liberation 
and argued that religious institutions 
must become more responsive to the 
social and intellectual challenges con-
fronting the continent.

Consequently, the movement in-
tends to work with churches, mosques, 
interfaith organisations and other 
faith-based institutions.

The objective, according to the pro-
posal, is to encourage religious institu-
tions to contribute to moral education, 
human dignity, peacebuilding, social re-
sponsibility, community development 
and protection of  vulnerable people.

Child Protection and Human Dignity
Human dignity is another import-

ant pillar of  the initiative. Unchain 
Africa, he says, proposes programmes 
addressing child abuse, exploitation, 

trafficking, violence and other threats 
to vulnerable persons.

Hear him: “It also intends to pro-
mote safeguarding standards and 
responsible practices among partici-
pating institutions.

“The movement’s broader philoso-
phy is that Africa cannot claim mean-
ingful development if  its most vulner-
able citizens continue to experience 
abuse, exploitation and exclusion.”

Research, Documentation and CUAM
Apostle Johnson informs that to 

provide intellectual and institutional 
support for the movement, Unchain 
Africa proposes the establishment of  
the Centre for Unchain Africa Move-
ment (CUAM).

He says: “CUAM is envisaged as the 
research, training, documentation, pol-
icy and programme-development hub 
of  the movement. Among its proposed 
functions are research into African 
social and developmental challenges, 
leadership training, documentation of  
African history and oral traditions, pro-
duction of  documentaries and estab-
lishment of an African heritage library.

“It is also expected to support poli-
cy research and generate reports and 
publications capable of  contributing 
to public debate.

“The proposed centre could even-
tually become a repository of  African 
experiences, research, stories, cultur-
al materials and knowledge for future 
generations.”

Building Partnerships
The founders recognise that trans-

forming Africa is beyond the capacity 
of  any single organisation. Unchain 
Africa, he discloses, therefore plans 
to develop partnerships with govern-
ments, universities, corporate organ-
isations, foundations, international 
development agencies, non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs), reli-
gious bodies, traditional institutions 
and cultural organisations.

er they find themselves.
She gave the advice as a guest speak-

er at the 16th edition of  the Christian 
Women's Conference, 2026, organised 
by the Chapel of  Christ the Light, Alau-
sa, and the Lagos State Public Service 
Christian Fellowship, Women's Wing.

The conference was held at the 
Chapel of  Christ the Light, Alausa, 

Ikeja, with the theme: ‘B.I.R.T.H — Be-
coming, Influential, Radiant, Transfor-
mational and Honourable’.

She described a woman's becoming 
as the process by which God introduc-
es the woman to the original woman 
He sees.

Pastor Oye-Johnson stressed that 
identity matters and that women 

must discover who they are, adding, 
true identity is first discovered in God, 
their Creator, to know His opinion 
about them and His plan for their lives.

The Permanent Secretary, Lagos 
State Ministry of  Wealth Creation 
and Employment, and Chairperson 
of  the 2026 Christian Women's Con-
ference Planning Committee, Mrs. 
Lolade Aina, said that for women to be 
at peace, they must arise and become 
what God wants them to be.She made 
the point in her address at the well-at-
tended conference.

Mrs. Aina reminded participants 
of  the conference theme's foundation 
scripture, Proverbs 4:18, and empha-
sized that every meaningful birth 
begins long before it is seen — with 
vision, nurtured by faith, and refined 
through seasons of  preparation and 
perseverance.

The Permanent Secretary, Public 
Service Office, Office of  the Head of  
Service, Lagos State Government, Mrs. 
Sunkanmi Oyegbola, remarked that it 
is time for women to arise and become, 
to birth a new generation that will win 
its generation for Christ.

The Convener of  the 2026 Christian 
Women's Conference, Pastor Mrs. Fo-
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Believing

?

September 6 is the 249th day 
of  the year and 116 days to 
the end of  the year. Today 
is National Read a Book 

Day. It was a day created to en-
courage people to read a com-
plete or start a book. This day’s 
celebration encourages people 
to put down their phones, step 
away from screens, and spend 
time reading books.

A book is a set of  written or print-
ed pages bound together inside a 
cover, or an action used to reserve 
something in advance. It is also used 
for documentation and note keeping.  
Books are divided into two main 
groups: fiction and non-fiction. Fic-
tion books use made-up characters, 
settings, and plots to entertain read-
ers; whereas Non-fiction books are 
based on fact, real-world events, and 
actual people. 

Today, as we celebrate National 
Read a book day, we shall highlight 
some of  the benefits of  book read-

ing. To start with, reading the best 
channel of  acquiring knowledge. 
We acquire knowledge, wisdom 
and understanding through read-
ing. Besides, it can reduce heart 
rate and muscle tension. It im-
proves focus. Concentrating on a 
narrative sharpens one’s attention 
span and memory and helps one to 
be focused.

Reading reduces stress. Good 
stories can lower one’s heart rate 
and ease muscle tension. It pro-
motes better sleep. It signals the 
body that it is time to wind down, 
unlike bright phone or tablet 
screen. Reading expands one’s 
vocabulary. It exposes one to new 
words and it improves one’s writ-
ing and speaking skills. Reading, 
especially fictions, builds empathy. 
It lets one experience life from dif-
ferent perspectives, helping one to 
relate better to other people.

Regular reading stimulates men-
tal activity and helps maintain cog-

nitive function as one age. Hence it 
boast one’s brain health. It strength-
ens the brain. It acts like a workout 
for one’s mind, building neural 
pathways and keeping cognitive 
functions sharp. Reading sharpens 
the memory. It enables one to remem-
ber past characters, events and other 
details.  Above all, reading, especially 
bible reading, activates one’s spiritu-
al faculty.  

Pope Leo XIV strongly encour-
ages everyone to read physical 
books, especially in the digital 
age, because reading nourishes 
the mind and protects against ideo-
logical extremes. Marking the cen-
tenary of  the Vatican Publishing 
House on May 7, 2026, Pope Leo 
XIV explained three main values of  
reading. Physical books encourage 
deep study and reflection, serving 
as an antidote to superficial scroll-
ing and closed-mindedness. Hence, 
it enables one to think rationally 
and accurately.  It connects one to 

the author, past readers, and future 
readers.

Essentially, Spiritual readings, 
especially the life of  the saints and 
the scriptural reading offers one an 
Opportunity to encounter and to pro-
claim Christ. 

Catechism of  the Catholic 
Church, paragraph 109 declares, 
“In Sacred Scripture, God speaks to 
man in a human way. To interpret 
Scripture correctly, the reader must 
be attentive to what the human au-
thors truly wanted to affirm, and to 
what God wanted to reveal to us by 
their words. 

Whereas in paragraph 110 of  the 
catechism of  the Catholic Church 

declares, “In order to discover the 
sacred authors' intention, the read-
er must take into account the condi-
tions of  their time and culture, the 
literary genres in use at that time, 
and the modes of  feeling, speaking 
and narrating then current. "For 
the fact is that truth is differently 
presented and expressed in the var-
ious types of  historical writing, in 
prophetical and poetical texts, and in 
other forms of  literary expression." 
Every book has its own context and 
that context must be taken into con-
sideration while reading the book. 
As you continue to enjoy your read-
ing, I wish you happy National Read 
a Book Day! 

National Read A Book Day

There is a dangerous moment in 
the life of  any nation when it be-
gins to forget the God who gave 
it existence, preserved it through 
storms, and sustained it through 
generations. The greatest tragedy 
of  a nation is not merely econom-
ic decline, political instability, or 
social disorder. The greatest trag-
edy is when a people lose their con-
sciousness of  God and begin to live 
as though they are accountable to 
no higher authority.

History repeatedly reveals that 
nations do not collapse only be-
cause of  external enemies. Many 
nations have fallen from within 
because they abandoned truth, 
justice, morality, and reverence 
for God. Civilisations that once 
appeared powerful eventually 
weakened when pride replaced 
humility, corruption replaced 
integrity, and pleasure replaced 
righteousness.

Nigeria stands today at a criti-
cal spiritual crossroads. We are a 
nation known for religious expres-
sion. Our streets are filled with 
churches. Our homes are filled 

with prayers. Our songs speak 
constantly about God. Yet a pain-
ful question must be asked, have 
we remembered God only with our 
lips while forgetting Him with our 
actions?

A nation can mention God's 
name frequently and still drift far 
from His ways. True remembrance 
of  God is not measured by the num-
ber of  religious gatherings, but by 
the transformation of  character. It 
is seen in justice, honesty, compas-
sion, humility, and righteousness. 
When these disappear, religious 
activities become an empty appear-
ance without spiritual substance.

The warning signs are every-
where. Corruption continues to 
weaken institutions. Injustice frus-
trates ordinary citizens. Violence 
destroys communities. Young 
people are increasingly exposed 
to moral confusion and Yahooism  
and varied forms of  rituals! Greed 
is celebrated. Dishonesty is some-
times rewarded. Many now admire 
success without questioning the 
methods used to achieve it.

The danger is that a society 

eventually becomes what it re-
peatedly tolerates. This nation  
has tolerated so much that it is 
gradually drifting into a state of  
nature! When corruption becomes 
normal, conscience becomes weak. 
When immorality becomes enter-
tainment, purity becomes mocked. 
When truth becomes inconvenient, 
deception becomes acceptable.

The Bible repeatedly warns 
about nations that forget God. 
Forgetting God does not always 
happen suddenly. It happens grad-
ually. A generation begins by ne-
glecting prayer. Another begins 
by questioning moral standards. 
Another removes God from public 
consciousness. Eventually, a soci-
ety finds itself  dealing with the 
consequences of  choices made 
over many years.

The church has a significant re-
sponsibility in this hour. It cannot 
merely provide religious comfort 
while ignoring national decay. The 
prophets of  old did not only an-
nounce blessings. They confront-
ed kings, challenged injustice, and 
called nations back to righteous-

ness. The church must recover this 
prophetic responsibility.

Nigeria does not only need more 
religious programmes. It needs a 
spiritual awakening that produces 
transformed lives. We need leaders 
who fear God more than they fear 
public opinion. We need citizens 
who understand that integrity is 
more valuable than quick success. 
We need families that restore the 
fear of  God as the foundation of  
upbringing.

Yet, despite the darkness, hope 
remains. God has never abandoned 
nations completely. Throughout 
history, He has always preserved 
a remnant, men and women who 
refused to compromise even when 
society moved in the opposite di-
rection. They became voices of  
correction, examples of  righ-
teousness, and instruments of  
restoration.

The challenge before Nigeria 

is clear. Will we continue down 
the path of  forgetting God, or will 
we return to the foundations that 
made societies strong?  Over the 
years I have consistently called 
for a day of  national prayer and 
fasting for Nigeria. A day  for sober 
reflection and  repentance of  both 
leaders and subjects.

A nation that forgets God even-
tually forgets itself. It loses direc-
tion, purpose, and identity. But a 
nation that humbles itself  before 
God can experience restoration, 
healing, and renewal.

The cry of  heaven to Nige-
ria today is not merely for more 
buildings, more wealth, or more 
achievements. It is for a return of  
the heart. It is a call to remember 
the God we claim to worship.

For when nations forget God, 
they begin to lose their way. But 
when nations return to God, they 
discover the path back to life.

Sandra was promised an all-expense visa 
process to the USA. That was the only thing 
that mattered to her. She was happy and 
did the white guy's sexual biddings. She 
told everyone, including her family, about 
him. She even flaunted him on her social 
media handles. Her life had changed for 
good, or so she must have thought in her 
mind. Unknown to her, the white guy was 
just toying with her, and when he was sat-
isfied, he broke up with her.

"I met this white man on a dating app. 
During the first week, he sent me mon-
ey because he said I made him happy. He 
asked for a video call and sex on the phone, 
and he was very happy. That was how we 
started dating. We were always on call, 
and he always wanted to know where I 
was, who I was with and everything I was 
doing. I told him from the beginning that I 
am a tattoo artist and also a visual artist. 
But these days, I do more tattoos, and I 
also do hookups to support my lifestyle. 
He told me I had to quit hookups because 
he didn't want to see me with any other 
man. He promised to marry me and take 
me to America if  I changed. As soon as I 
heard America, I promised him I would 

change, and I did. Besides, he didn't give 
me breathing space. He was always on a 
call with me. He was a generous giver. 
Whatever I asked him for, he always gave 
me. He turned me into an overnight La-
gos big girl. That was what I had always 
wanted. I moved into a good apartment in 
the Ajah area, and he also got me a car. He 
promised to come to Nigeria so we could 
have a proper marriage. All of  these felt 
like a dream to me. I thought he would 
never come. In November, last year, he 
came down to Nigeria with his brother. 
They both stayed in my house, but that 
was when I discovered that the man was 
a sex freak. He wanted oral sex and other 
things I could not imagine. He also want-
ed his friend to sleep with me while he 
watched. He said that if  I did not agree, 
he would break up with me. Because I did 
not want to lose the opportunity to trav-
el to the US, and we had already started 
the process, we did a court marriage here 
in Nigeria. I agreed to do everything he 
asked for. These two men turned me into 
their sex toy. We travelled to Tanzania 
and spent a week there. I enjoyed being 
around them except for the sex part. I 

kept assuring myself  that once I got to 
the US, I would be free from them. In Jan-
uary, they travelled back, but my visa was 
denied. The relationship continued, but 
the people around me did not know what 
I was going through. They all admired me 
because I had married an Oyibo man, but 
they did not know that I was depressed. A 
few months later, he broke up with me. He 
said he was no longer interested. It was as 
if  my whole world had shattered. After 
all the public display, my family members 
knew that I was married. I had flaunted 
him everywhere, even on my social me-
dia pages. Now, I am depressed. This guy 
made me do things I cannot even talk 
about, unimaginable things. Each time I 
remember them, I become traumatised. 
This is what desperation has caused me. 
Now my rent will soon be due, and I don't 
have money to renew it. I have not been 
working, and even if  I resume my tattoo 
business, it cannot sustain the lifestyle I 
have become used to. I have been crying. 
The visa denial pained me even more be-
cause I had already built my whole future 
around the hope of  going to America and 
starting a new life with him."

Dear Sandra, there is no need crying 
over spilled milk. Obviously, the guy may 
not come back, so it is time to put yourself  
together. There is no shame in starting over. 
If  you continue to live in denial, you will 
only get more depressed. Go back to work 
and start again with whatever is left in your 
hands and heart. It is good that you spoke 
up, and finally, forgive yourself  and learn 
to live again.

Hello readers, thanks for reading 
through. You can inbox your opinions or 
share your own experiences.

When Nations Forget God

How A White Man Used And Dumped Me
INDEPENDENT 
COUNSELLOR

with 
NGOZI Uma
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PA R A I C  O ' D O N N E L L' S

Consider these opening 
lines. Their source is far 
from obscure, so there’s a 
good chance you’ll recog-

nize them right away. Take a mo-
ment over them anyway:

“So now get up.”
Felled, dazed, silent, he has 

fallen; knocked full length on the 
cobbles of  the yard. His head turns 
sideways; his eyes are turned to-
wards the gate, as if  someone 
might arrive to help him out.

One blow, properly placed, could 
kill him now.

The excerpt is taken, of  course, 
from the first page of  Wolf  Hall, 
for which Hilary Mantel won the 
Booker Prize in 2009. Not exactly a 
deep cut as historical fiction goes, 
but for my purposes a near-ideal 
example.

Of  what? Well, in the rules I’m 
about to set out, I warn of  the ways 
in which we can get historical fic-
tion wrong. And Wolf  Hall — from 
its opening lines to its final page 
— is as complete a demonstration 
of  technical excellence as we could 
wish for. We’ll discuss some exam-
ples in just a moment, but first a bit 
of  procedural housekeeping.

You will object, I’m sure, that 
literary craft is infinitely nuanced 
and that rules like the ones below 
are reductive and arbitrary. Plus, 
you might argue, they get broken 
all the time, and by unassailable 
giants of  the genre.

The thing about literary giants, 
though, is that they tend to know 
what they’re doing. When they 
break a rule, they generally under-
stand it thoroughly and weigh their 
decision carefully. When you break 
one you’re just doing it wrong. 
Good? Good.

Also, one last thing: In case 
anyone missed my tiresome play 
on words, the “dating” in the title 
refers to the various techniques 
you can use to situate your novel in 
time and place. You may be famil-
iar with some or all of  these, but 
you should still pay attention. Most 
require a light touch and a clear 
notion of  the desired effect. Some, 
though, should be approached like 
they just oozed from a meteorite in 
a puddle of  hissing slime.

Okay, team, let’s have fun out 
there!

Rule No. 1: Go Easy on the Period 
Diction

Language is what books are 
made of, and all prose and dialogue 
must be outfitted in some sort of  
style. If  your setting comes stocked 
with pungently recognizable idiom 
— with prithees and sires and by-
your-leaves — there’s a temptation 
to help yourself  in great armfuls.

But look again at the Mantel ex-
cerpt. Her chosen milieu is Tudor 
England, and she has a scholar’s 
intimacy with the flavors of  Ear-
ly Modern English then in use. 
But a modern novel crusted stiff  
with pre-Shakespearean locutions 
would no longer be a modern nov-
el; it would be a wearying parlour 
trick.

Mantel cleaves instead to a felic-
itous simplicity, to constructions 
that achieve consonance with the 
period but stop short of  mimicry. 
She begins as she means to go on. 
The boy on the ground is Thomas 
Cromwell, who will one day be 
Lord Privy Seal and the unspar-

ing architect of  the English Ref-
ormation. His public utterances 
will brim with courtly niceties, 
and with legal and ecclesiastical 
arcana. Mantel will show us just 
enough of  all that when the time 
comes.

For now he is just a boy, cower-
ing before his brutish father. His 
world was not wide before, and 
now it has shrunk to a few mis-
erable particulars: a blunt taunt, 
a cobbled yard, a beating. Now as 
then, the words for such things are 
simple.

Rule No. 2: Spell Like a Normal Person
Say you’ve pitched up in En-

gland at some point from the ear-
ly Georgian era onwards, or in 
America a little later on. You’ll 
have made the exciting discovery 
that your primary sources include 
actual novels.

Let’s imagine, too, that in a 
spirit of  dauntless thoroughness 
you’ve sought out the unmodern-
ized editions of  Defoe or Fielding 
or whoever. It’s a worthy philo-
logical undertaking, if  nothing 
else. Our modern conventions 
of  orthography, typography and 
speech-marking took a long time 
to solidify, and it’s instructive to see 
that process unfold.

It’s not without its perils, 
though, particularly when you 
reach the relatively familiar 
climes of  the nineteenth century. 
Here you’ll feel mostly at home, 
and when your eye is caught by 
such archaisms as Jane Austen’s 
spellings you might find yourself  
wondering what harm it could do. 
You certainly wouldn’t be the first.

But listen, this is not the way. 
You are not going to fast-track 
your way to authentic Regency by 
putting “chuse” for “choose.” Yes, 
Susanna Clarke did it, but (a) she 

did a lot more besides, and (b) you 
are not Susanna Clarke.

Rule No. 3: Don’t Use Your Research to 
Accessorize

You’re writing a historical nov-
el, which means you’ve been put-
ting in some serious hours at the 
library. (You have, haven’t you? 
Because this is in no way optional.)

And having done all that re-
search, you might form the view 
that none of  it should be wasted. 
Like, that one detail about the turn-
ing radius of  Shillibeer’s Omnibus 
— that has to go somewhere, sure-
ly? The answer, alas, is usually no.

You should read widely about 
your period and deeply about those 
particulars that naturally arise in 
your story. Most of  that reading, 
though, should be kept off  the 
page or confined to the gentlest 
cross-hatching. That way, the read-
er will attend gladly to the details 
you do alight on, having come to 
trust that they matter.

Treat the rest of  your shiny 
trinkets like in that mirror-twirl 
trick when you’re getting ready to 
go out. If  it catches your eye imme-
diately, take it off.

Rule No. 4: The Past Is Another Coun-
try, but Your Characters Live There

Choosing a point of  view is a 
consequential decision for any 
novelist, but in historical fiction 
the stakes are heightened. Omni-
scient narrators are a thing, to be 
sure, and they were much more 
of  a thing in centuries past, along 
with chatty and freely moralizing 
perorations to the Gentle Reader. 
However, managing such con-
spicuous anachronisms requires 
consummate skill (see Eleanor 
Catton’s The Luminaries for how 
it’s done), so don’t say you weren’t 
warned.

In most cases, though, you’ll 
be using either the first person or 
the near-default close third. This 
means that in any given scene, 
you’ll be relating the proceedings 
from the perspective of  a specific 
individual shaped by highly par-
ticular circumstances. That indi-
vidual should want, care about and 
notice a closely circumscribed sub-
set of  things.

Her own clothing? Maybe, if  
some occasion requires it and she 
has the means and leisure to change 
it. The streetscape, the shopfronts, 
the hansom cabs, the coal smoke, 
the gaslights, the stink? Unless 
she’s new here, then not without 
some particular reason. Just like 
you, she’s probably preoccupied 
with something (so tell us that in-
stead), and just like you, most of  
what she sees every day is all but 
invisible. Choose carefully.

Rule No. 5: Stop Worldbuilding Like It’s 
Westeros, Dammit

All this pontificating might 
give you the wrong impression, so 
I should make it clear that I, too, am 
a trash human with terrible habits. 
Exhibit A: Your boy watches way 
too many video essays on YouTube. 
These are all far too long, and too 
many are about fantasy fiction and 
its weird fixation on the Everlast-
ing Medieval.

I bring this up because I’ve de-
veloped a pet theory, which is that 
the quasi-historicism of  fantasy 
fiction has opened a portal to a 
parallel genre, infecting historical 
fiction with Certain Tendencies. 
Among these are the egregious 
outbursts of  exposition that are 
tolerated in the cause of  “world-
building,” as if  having an official 
term somehow makes it okay.

This carry-on usually occurs 
under flimsy pretexts. “We had all 
heard the tales,” someone will be-
gin, and the tales that follow will be-
speak an oral tradition of  near-mi-
raculous efficiency. We will learn 
of  the ills wrought by this or that 
king; such-and-such a usurper; one 
bunch or another of  interlopers, of  
idolaters, of  haughty conquerors, 
of  benighted rabble. The glories of  
some former age may be lamented, 
and our sympathies directed to par-
ties judged righteous or wronged.

Decades, even centuries, may be 
encompassed by these marvelous-
ly comprehensive surveys. Some 
readers may even welcome them, 
on the grounds that there’s just so 
much to cover and it’s, like, hella 
convenient. That’s no excuse. This 
isn’t Elden Ring, and there isn’t 
supposed to be a hotkey for lore. 
Reveal your world as someone ex-
periences it, or don’t reveal it at all.

Rule No. 6: Stop Set-Dressing Like It’s 
Downton Abbey

Again, I don’t issue this edict from 
some kind of  high horse. I still know 
every single number in that one mu-
sical episode of  Buffy, so it’s not like I 
don’t love me some high-fructose TV. 
I’m not coming for anyone’s comfort 
reads either. There’s a place in this 
world for book covers with some-
one’s lush decolletage and a font 
from a wedding menu.

Given that you’re six points deep 
into this particular list, however, 
I’m going to assume that Bridger-
ton is not the vibe you’re going for. 
And at the grownup table, sad to 
say, you don’t get to blow the bud-
get on wardrobe and production 
design then call it good.

No one’s saying your text has to 
be barren of  ornament. There can 
be sumptuous frocks and silk wall 
hangings, but the gaze that gets 
drawn to them should not be your 
own. Because again, who is doing 
the seeing here?

Is it someone awed and out of  
their element? Someone briskly 
assessing workmanship or dispar-
aging a social inferior? Someone 
taking brusque possession while 
sneering at all this decadence?

Moments like these may occur, 
but they must arise in the natural 
course of  your story. Otherwise, 
make do like the rest of  us and save 
your fire takes on eveningwear for 
posting about the Met Gala.

Rule No. 7: Your Characters Aren’t Tour 
Guides

Worldbuilding aside, you should 
be wary of  any explanations that 
arrive at oddly convenient mo-
ments. There is the common prac-
tice, for instance, whereby some 
minor character is briefly second-
ed to a protagonist’s service, only 
to be dispensed with again once the 
required payload of  information 
has been delivered.

These are perfunctory roles by 
definition, so lackeys of  one kind 
or another are often favored. Inn-
keepers may be pressed into ser-
vice, or drivers, porters, errand 
boys or grooms. Discontented do-
mestics are perennial favourites 
too, as are enterprising sex work-
ers. Anyone will do, really, as long 
as they stay long enough to say 
something useful, but not so long 
that they become a nuisance.

And look, I get it: exposition is 
hard and perfect verisimilitude is 
neither possible nor desirable; we 
all make our small accommoda-
tions. There’s no excuse, though, 
for wheeling in some talkative NPC 
just to explain why the townsfolk 
are acting skittish. As with most 
technical problems, find a solution 
that’s natural and unobtrusive. 
That’s pretty much your whole job.

Rule No. 8: Historical Fiction Is Still 
Contemporary Fiction

I’ve saved this rule for last be-
cause it’s the one nearest my heart. 
If  I have indulged myself  elsewhere 
in this list, veering now and then to-
wards puckishness or provocation, 
in this I am entirely sincere.

As historical novelists, like writ-
ers of  any kind, we should be faith-
ful to our subject and to our reader. 
Yet subject and setting are not the 
same, only closely entwined. We do 
justice if  we can to the substrates 
of  our chosen worlds, but we make 
no claims to true scholarship. We 
are inventors of  moments, of  days, 
of  lives, and truthful only after our 
own fashion.

We are attentive visitors to the 
past, yes, and we tread its ground 
carefully, but we are not muse-
um-keepers or archaeologists. We 
do not unearth cities but remake 
them; do not raise the dead but 
summon in their place the newly 
living.

In doing so, we never conjure 
the same spectre twice, and it is no 
fault that we catch our own voices 
in theirs; that they wear our many 
skins and tremble with our many 
kinds of  love. We honor their imag-
ined worlds, but we make them for 
the one we live in.

Source: LITERARY HUB (https://lithub.
com), August 26, 2026.

Eight Simple Rules For Dating Your Historical Fiction

Paraic
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Above all, it requires 
strong and sustained 
political will. 
Political leadership 
must recognise that 
tourism investment 
is not a luxury. It 
is an investment 
in employment, 
local economic 
development, 
foreign exchange, 
national branding 
and sustainable 
economic 
diversification

Hon. Apata Samson Olatunji Nunayon is National Vice President, Association of Tourism Practitioners of Nigeria 
(ATPN), South West Region. Also, he is the National Coordinator, Tourism Vanguard For Tinubu (TVT) Movement. In 
this interview with APATA OYENIRAN, he explains the link between TVT and President Bola Ahmed Tinubu's second 
term bid. Excerpts:

KALEIDOSCOPE

What are the aims and objectives of 
the group? What is the link between 
Tourism and PBAT’s second-term 
bid?

The Tourism Vanguard for Tinubu 
(TVT) is a platform of  tourism pro-
fessionals, stakeholders, enthusiasts 
and supporters who believe that tour-
ism can play a much greater role in 
Nigeria’s economic transformation, 
national development and interna-
tional image.

Our objective goes beyond polit-
ical mobilisation. We want to use 
the opportunity provided by the 2027 
political process to place tourism, 
culture, heritage, creative industries 
and destination development firmly 
within the national development con-
versation.

There is a very strong relation-
ship between tourism and President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s Renewed Hope 
agenda. Tourism is one of  the sectors 
capable of  contributing significantly 
to economic diversification, employ-
ment generation, foreign exchange 
earnings, investment attraction, 
youth empowerment, community 
development and the promotion of  
Nigeria’s cultural identity. However, 
for tourism to achieve its full poten-
tial, the industry requires strong 
political will at the highest level of  
government.

Tourism cannot be treated mere-
ly as entertainment or leisure. It is 
an economic sector that requires 
deliberate government policy, infra-
structure, security, investment incen-
tives, destination development and 
sustained institutional support.

Our support for President Tinubu 
is therefore based on our belief  that 
his administration can consolidate 
existing economic reforms while 
giving tourism an even stronger po-
sition as a pillar of  Nigeria’s non-oil 
economy.

If  given a second term, we want 
to see a stronger political commit-
ment to tourism, with measurable 
programmes that can transform our 
attractions into globally competitive 
destinations.

 
How national or widespread is this 
group? What measures have been 
put in place for mobilisation, even in 
states not controlled by the ruling 
APC?

TVT is conceived as a national 
movement, not an organisation re-
stricted to states controlled by the 
APC. Tourism itself  is fundamen-
tally non-partisan. Every state of  
the federation has tourism assets, 
cultural heritage, festivals, natural 
resources and destinations capable 
of  contributing to Nigeria’s economic 
development.

Our mobilisation strategy there-
fore goes beyond partisan political 
structures. We are building relation-
ships with tourism professionals, des-
tination managers, tour operators, 
hospitality practitioners, cultural 
workers, travel stakeholders, young 
people, women, community-based 
tourism organisations and other peo-
ple whose livelihoods or interests are 
connected to tourism. In states where 
the APC is not the governing party, 
we will engage people through the 
language of  tourism development, 
economic opportunity, cultural pres-
ervation and national interest.

Our message is that tourism be-
longs to every Nigerian. A person can 
have his or her political preference 
and still support policies that will 
develop tourism, create employment 
and promote Nigeria. Our ambition 
is to make TVT a truly national plat-
form that demonstrates that tourism 
can unite Nigeria even when politics 
sometimes divides us.

 

Many groups are springing up in 
support of Tinubu. Many Nigerians 
believe their aim is to see what they 
can get. What efforts are you making 
to ensure that the group gets into the 
mainstream and is not forgotten or 
disappointed after the 2023 elec-
tions?

That concern is understandable, 
particularly given the experience of  
several support groups after previous 
elections. For TVT, our objective is 
not to create another election-time 
structure that disappears when the 
election is over. We are building a sus-
tainable tourism advocacy platform 
whose relevance should continue 
beyond 2027.

Our approach is to document the 
needs of  the tourism industry, de-
velop policy recommendations and 
maintain structured engagement 
with government and other relevant 
stakeholders. We are not approach-
ing government with the mentality 
of  "what can we get?" We are asking a 
much bigger question: what can tour-
ism contribute to Nigeria, and what 
policy environment does the industry 
require to deliver that contribution?

Our greatest reward should be a 
functional tourism industry—one 
capable of  creating jobs, generating 
revenue, attracting investment and 
improving the livelihoods of  people 
working across the tourism value 
chain. We also believe that political 
will must translate into institution-
al continuity. Tourism programmes 
should not begin and end with elec-
tion cycles.

One of  the initiatives through 
which TVT intends to sustain its 
voice is the development of  a nation-
al tourism magazine, which will be 
unveiled soon. The magazine will 
serve as an additional platform for 
telling Nigeria's tourism story, show-
casing our destinations, promoting 
our cultural heritage, highlighting 

investment opportunities and pro-
jecting Nigeria positively to the inter-
national community. That initiative 
demonstrates that TVT is not only 
interested in political mobilisation; 
we are equally interested in national 
image-building and tourism promo-

tion.
 

What efforts are the leaders making 
to ensure that the group’s involve-
ment in campaign does not politicise 
and polarise the tourism sector?

Tourism must remain a profes-
sional sector that serves Nigeria, re-
gardless of  political affiliation. Our 
support for President Tinubu should 

not be interpreted as an attempt to 
force political choices on tourism pro-
fessionals. Rather, we are exercising 
our democratic right as stakeholders 
to support a political direction that 
we believe can advance our industry. 
We intend to maintain a clear distinc-
tion between political advocacy and 
professional responsibility. TVT will 
not be a platform for attacking tour-
ism professionals because of  their 
political opinions. Neither will we 
encourage ethnic, religious or parti-
san divisions.

Our advocacy will remain is-
sue-based, focusing on tourism in-
vestment, infrastructure, security, 
destination marketing, cultural pres-
ervation, skills development, domes-
tic tourism, international tourism 
promotion and job creation.

Indeed, tourism can become one of  
Nigeria's strongest instruments for 
national cohesion. When people trav-
el, they experience different cultures, 
languages, traditions, cuisines and 
histories. Tourism therefore gives 
Nigerians an opportunity to under-
stand one another beyond political 
narratives. So, our political participa-
tion should ultimately serve a larger 
national purpose: using tourism to 
build bridges, not walls.

 
What would the group identify as the 
contributions of the President to the 
tourism sector in his first term?

We should be fair in acknowledg-
ing the fact that tourism does not op-
erate in isolation from the broader 
economy. One of  the important op-
portunities presented by the Tinubu 
administration has been its empha-
sis on economic diversification and 
private-sector participation. Tour-
ism fits naturally into that agenda 
because it has the capacity to create 
economic activity across several sec-
tors simultaneously. We also recog-
nise the administration’s attention to 
the creative economy and its broader 
recognition that Nigeria’s cultural 
and creative assets are economic re-
sources and not simply recreational 
activities.

However, as tourism practitioners, 
we must also be honest enough to say 
that there is still a lot of  work to be 
done. We need stronger destination 
development, improved tourism in-
frastructure, better access to tourist 
sites, greater investment in heritage 
assets, stronger domestic tourism 
promotion, improved destination 
marketing and better coordination 
between the Federal Government, 
states and local governments.

This is why I continue to empha-
sise political will. Nigeria does not 
suffer from a shortage of  tourism 
attractions. What we have lacked 
over the years is the sustained polit-
ical commitment to systematically 
develop, package, market and mon-
etise those attractions. Our position 
is therefore supportive, but construc-
tive: acknowledge progress, identify 
gaps and continue to advocate for 
what needs to be done.

President Tinubu has been embark-
ing on health tourism since his first 
term. Why is it that the administra-
tion has failed to pay special attention 

to the health sector to check medical 
tourism among top Nigerians?

Medical tourism is a complex is-
sue that should be addressed beyond 
politics. Nigeria has excellent med-
ical professionals. Our challenge is 
that we have not sufficiently devel-
oped the infrastructure, technolo-
gy, specialised facilities, research 
capacity and supporting ecosystem 
required to retain Nigerians who 
seek sophisticated medical services 
abroad. Government therefore needs 
to continue strengthening healthcare 
infrastructure, specialist hospitals, 
medical technology, research and 
the welfare and retention of  medical 
professionals. At the same time, I be-
lieve we should distinguish between 
medical tourism and health and well-
ness tourism. Nigeria has enormous 
potential to develop a competitive 
health and wellness tourism industry 
if  we deliberately integrate health-
care, hospitality, wellness centres, 
natural attractions and specialised 
services.

We should aspire to a Nigeria 
where citizens do not need to travel 
abroad for services that can be com-
petitively provided at home, while 
also creating facilities capable of  at-
tracting international visitors. That 
would allow us to transform medical 
tourism from an economic leakage 
into an economic opportunity. Again, 
this requires political will, strategic 
investment and long-term policy con-
sistency.

 
What has been the development 
impact of the present government 
on the tourism sector for sustainable 
economic gains for the country?

The present administration’s em-
phasis on economic diversification 
and private-sector participation 
creates a significant opportunity 
for tourism. Tourism has one of  the 
strongest multiplier effects in the 
economy. A tourist does not spend 
money only at an attraction. The 
visitor requires transportation, ac-
commodation, food, entertainment, 
shopping, tour guides, cultural ex-
periences and other services. Conse-
quently, tourism expenditure circu-
lates through multiple sectors and 
can directly and indirectly support 
thousands of  businesses and jobs.

But, Nigeria must move from 
simply having tourist attractions 
to developing commercially viable 
tourism destinations. That requires 
infrastructure, security, access roads, 
aviation connectivity, digital visibil-
ity, investment incentives, profes-
sional skills and effective destination 
management. Above all, it requires 
strong and sustained political will. 
Political leadership must recognise 
that tourism investment is not a luxu-
ry. It is an investment in employment, 
local economic development, foreign 
exchange, national branding and sus-
tainable economic diversification.

The Federal Government cannot 
do everything alone. States, local 
governments, private investors, com-
munities, traditional institutions and 
professional associations must work 
together. That is where organisations 
such as ATPN and TVT have an im-
portant role to play.

Political Leadership Must Recognise That Tourism 
Investment Is Not Luxury — Nunayon

Nunayon

KALEIDOSCOPE
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Sowore Vs DSS: Matters Arising 
Over 2027 Election Campaign

 
The way the statement was 
concluded, it is like giving 
the impression that the DSS 
is in control of the court and 
determines what happens 
in court. I beg the DSS that 
they should get professionals 
who will communicate well. 
Once you are in court, you 
allow the court to determine 
what happens. If you want an 
adjournment, you let the other 
side know and give reasons

E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U

The rights activist, Omoyele Sowore, is 
not new to controversies. One way or 
another, he has been a subject of  con-
troversies since he started the #Revo-

lutionNow campaign as the way to bring total 
change to the nation’s polity and governance.

The #RevolutionNow is a Nigerian political 
and social protest movement launched in Au-
gust 2019 by human rights activist and African 
Action Congress (AAC) presidential candidate, 
Omoyele Sowore.

It campaigns against bad governance, cor-
ruption, widespread insecurity, and economic 
hardship, holding regular demonstrations that 
often face heavy security crackdowns.

Since launching the RevolutionNow Move-
ment, the security agencies, especially the 
Police and the Department of  State Service 
(DSS), have arrested and detained him at on 
uncountable occasions. Also, Sowore, the pub-
lisher of  the popular online medium, Sahara 
Reporters, the National Leader and presiden-
tial candidate of  the AAC, has been hosted by 
several detention centres and Correctional 
Centres, thus making him one of  the most de-
tained political activists in the present demo-
cratic dispensation.

But as the 2027 general election is gathering 
momentum, a major controversy has come up. 
This time, it was prompted by the DSS, which 
has been prosecuting the activist and politician 
on Cybercrime charges for allegedly insult-
ing President Bola Tinubu on his social media 
platform.  

The case has been going on at a Federal 
High Court in Abuja. According to reports, 
the DSS has concluded its case, while Sowore’s 
legal team has started his defence.

Suddenly, last Sunday, The DSS issued a 
statement to the effect that it had instructed 
its lawyers to ‘suspend’ Sowore’s trial till after 
the presidential election. The reason it gave 
was that it wants to allow Sowore to carry out 
his presidential campaign without hindrance. 
Again, it does not want to be seen as partial 
or political.

The DSS’ Statement
Although several media outlets carried 

snippets of  the DSS statement, this particular 
version is comprehensive. It reads: “The De-
partment of  State Services (DSS) has directed 
its counsel, Akinlolu Kehinde, SAN, to take 
steps to suspend the cybercrime case institut-
ed against human rights activist and African 
Action Congress (AAC) presidential candidate, 
Omoyele Sowore, until after the 2027 presiden-
tial election.

“The development followed a meeting be-
tween the Director-General of  the DSS, Mr. 
Oluwatosin Ajayi, and Mr. Kehinde, alongside 
senior officials of  DSS’ Legal Directorate, on 
August 20, 2026.

“A source close to the DSS legal team said 
the meeting was convened to consider putting 
the case on hold, in view of  the commencement 
of  campaigns for the 2027 presidential election, 
scheduled for January 16, 2027.

According to the source, Ajayi directed the 
legal team to explore ways of  suspending the 
proceedings to enable Sowore to participate 
fully in the electoral process without the case 
constituting a distraction or hindrance.

“The DSS boss told the Senior Advocate and 
his directorate of  legal Services that, with the 
commencement of  presidential campaigns, 
it would only be fair to pause the court case 
in order to enable Sowore fully participate in 

the upcoming elections without let or hin-
drance,” the source said.

“It was gathered that the DSS leadership 
was of  the view that suspending the proceed-
ings for a few months would not prejudice the 
case, which has already been before the court 
for almost a year.

“The DSS boss told the lawyers that, since 
the matter had been in court for nearly a 
year, suspending it for another four months 
wouldn’t make much difference,” the source 
said.

“The case against Sowere was adjourned 
to September 20, 2026. However, the proposed 
suspension of  the case is expected to be for-
mally communicated to the Federal High 
Court from September 14, 2026, when the 
court is scheduled to resume normal sittings 
following its annual judicial vacation.

“It was gathered that the DSS lawyers 
would ask the court for a long adjournment 
from next month till January or February 
2027, during which time the presidential 
electioneering and election would have been 
concluded.

“The DSS had approached the Federal 
High Court over social media posts made by 
Sowore on August 25, 2025, in which he re-
portedly referred to President Bola Ahmed 

Tinubu as a ‘criminal’ on his X handle and 
Facebook page.

“The post said: ‘This criminal @officialA-
BAT actually went to Brazil to state that there 
is no more corruption under his regime in Ni-
geria. What audacity to lie shamelesly’.

“The DSS is seeking judicial determina-
tion of  whether it is lawful for an individual 
to arbitrarily describe the President, or any 
other person, as a criminal without a judicial 
pronouncement to that effect.

“The intelligence agency had argued that 
the case is intended to obtain judicial interpre-
tation of  the issue, in a manner similar to its 
earlier request for the court’s determination on 
the legality of  Professor Pat Utomi’s proposed 
‘Shadow Government’.

“Before going to court, the DSS gave Sowore 
seven days to remove the post. When the activ-
ist declined to comply with the directive after 
the expiration of  the ultimatum, the agency 
instituted the case at the Federal High Court 
on September 16, 2025.

“In a September 6, 2025 letter to the chair-
man of  Meta Corporation, the DSS reportedly 
stated that its statutory responsibility to pro-
tect the President extended beyond physical 
threats to what it described as psychological 
attacks.”

Sowore’s Legal Team Reacts 
This DSS’ statement prompted an urgent 

rallying of  some journalists the next day at the 
chambers of  Sowore’s Lead Counsel, Barrister 
Adeyinka Olumide-Fusika (SAN), in Lagos the 
next day.

Addressing newsmen in the company of  
Sowore in Ikeja, Lagos, on Monday, the Lead 
Counsel, Adeyinka Olumide-Fusika (SAN), 
said the law did not give the DSS the power to 
prosecute anybody.

He said he had gone through the law estab-
lishing the DSS, stressing that there was no-
where it empowered the agency to prosecute 
Sowore or anybody.

The lawyer was reacting to the statement 
of  the DSS on Sunday that it had instructed its 
lawyers to suspend Sowore's case till after the 
2027 general elections to enable him prosecute 
his campaign.

Sowore's lawyer said that that action of  DSS 
by asking its legal team to ‘suspend’ till after 

the election was strange in law, adding that it 
should drop the cybercrime case against the 
activist.

He stressed that the DSS is a spy agency on 
the nation's internal security and should only 
focus on investigation of  cases.

Mr Olumide-Fusika said the best the DSS 
should have done was to hand over the matter to 
the Attorney General of  the Federation (AGF), 
if  it felt that there were reasons to prosecute 
Sowore. He said the DSS should stop encroach-
ing on the powers of  the Judiciary as it is mak-
ing mockery of  the system.

The lawyer also said that the DSS, having 
discovered that it lacked powers to prosecute 
was hiding behind the 2027 general elections to 
tell Nigerians that it was not partial, where as 
its actions had been political.

Olumide-Fusika stressed that by its involve-
ment in political issues instead of  concentrating 
on its roles as a spy agency, the DSS is losing the 
respect of  Nigerians who now see it as a tool 
of  the government against political opponents.

He maintained that the DSS should therefore 
drop the case against Sowore or hand it over to 
the Attorney General of  the Federation to show 
that it is impartial.

He also wondered why the DSS should use 
a press statement in the media to announce its 
intention to 'suspend' the case, an action it de-
scribed as strange, stressing that adjournment 
of  cases is a matter between the prosecution 
counsel and the defence counsel.

Olumide-Fusika stated: “The way the state-
ment was concluded, it is like giving the im-
pression that the DSS is in control of  the court 
and determines what happens in court. I beg 
the DSS that they should get professionals who 
will communicate well. Once you are in court, 
you allow the court to determine what happens. 
If  you want an adjournment, you let the other 
side know and give reasons.”

He therefore advised the agency to engage pro-
fessionals who understand how things should be 
done, wondering why the DSS, as an institution 
which has many intelligent people, should be tak-
ing such strange and shoddy decisions.

He, however, noted that he has no issue 
against the decision of  the DSS to shift the trial 
till after the elections.

During question and answer, a reporter asked 
Olumide-Fusika what would happen if  his cli-
ent, Sowore, wins the presidential election. He 
smiled and responded: “Your guess is as good 
as mine. When Trump was campaigning, some 
courts found him guilty of  some offences. What 
happened when he won the election?”

Sowore Speaks On Agenda
Responding to questions from the media, 

Sowore said that when he became the nation's 
president, denial of  human rights would be a 
thing of  the past.

He maintained that institutions would also 
be made to function as they should, even as he 
added that the security and welfare of  Nigerians 
would be uppermost in his agenda.

Sowore said the intention of  his traducers 
was to keep him behind bars even before the 
Independent National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) released the time table for the elections.

He maintained that since the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC) an-
nounced the commencement of  campaigns, it 
suddenly dawned on the DSS that it could not 
stop him from taking part in the election as it 
would be seen an partial and a tool against the 
opponents of  the government in power, hence 
the move to ‘suspend’ the trial.
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CDHR BoT Chairman, Mr Olasupo Ojo, Esq., being received by the President, Debo Adeniran, and some members of the NEC.

Members of the CDHR National Executive Committee (NEC) after the meeting in Lagos.

CDHR NEC’S Lamentations Over State Of The Nation
E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U

It an effort to play its roles as the conscience 
of  the nation at this critical time, the Na-
tional Executive Committee (NEC) of  fore-
most human rights body, the Committee 

for the Defence of  Human Rights (CDHR) on 
Saturday August 29, 2026 held a crucial meeting 
in Lagos.

The meeting, which was held at the Rights 
House on Adeniyi Jones Avenue, Ikeja, Lagos, 
attracted the ‘Who’s Who’ among leaders of  the 
human rights body who came to Lagos from 
different parts of  the country.

At the end of  the meeting, the body issued 
a thought-provoking communiqué was issued 
by the body. The communiqué which was made 
available to Sunday Independent, was signed 
by Comrade Debo Adeniran

National President; Comrade Deji Adebow-
ale;  National General Secretary; Comrade 
Onyibe Jeremiah and National Publicity Sec-
retary.

The group stated that it remains Nigeria's 
foremost Civil Society Organisation, and one 
indivisible organisation, although like any oth-
er body, it may have its internal squabble, but 
it remains committed to resolving its internal 
problems.

State Of The Nation
Taking a look at the state of  the nation, 

the CDHR called for independent investi-
gations on fake agencies.  It expressed deep 
concern over the alarming level of  decay 
and corruption that has eroded the nation’s 
institutions. The organisation condemned 
the growing institutional failures and in-
sisted that urgent steps must be taken to 
restore accountability, transparency, and 
public confidence.

It stressed: “CDHR therefore calls for inde-
pendent and credible investigations into the 
factors responsible for these disturbing trends.

“Such inquiries must be conducted trans-
parently and monitored by credible civil soci-
ety organisations to ensure that they are free 
from political interference and capable of  iden-
tifying those responsible for the deterioration 
of  our institutions.

“The findings of  these investigations should 
be made public, and anyone found culpable—
regardless of  status or affiliation—must be 
held accountable in accordance with the law.

“The nation cannot afford to allow corrup-
tion, impunity, and institutional decay to be-
come entrenched. CDHR urges all stakeholders 
to act decisively to safeguard democratic insti-
tutions, uphold the rule of  law, and restore the 
confidence of  citizens in governance.”

 
 Security Complicity in Nigeria's Insecurity

Another issue that caught the attention of  
the CDHR was the alleged security complicity 
in the security challenges of  the country. On 
this it called for independent investigation into 
to unearth the true situation.

The communiqué stressed: “CDHR is deep-
ly concerned by the growing allegations that el-
ements within Nigeria's security architecture 
may be contributing, directly or indirectly, to 
the country's worsening insecurity.

“We are particularly disturbed by the alle-
gations raised by Martins Vincent Otse, pop-
ularly known as VeryDarkMan (VDM), at the 
2026 Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) Annual 
General Conference in Port Harcourt.

“He alleged that some police officers sta-
tioned at highway checkpoints profile travel-
lers, identify persons considered financially 
capable of  paying ransom, and allegedly pass 
information about their movements to crimi-
nal networks.

“The Nigeria Police Force has rejected these 
allegations and challenged VDM to provide 
verifiable evidence. We believe that allegations 
of  this magnitude should not simply be dis-
missed, nor should they be accepted without 
investigation. They demand an independent, 
transparent and credible inquiry.

“CDHR is equally concerned about a broad-
er question: How are kidnappers and armed 
criminal groups able to obtain such detailed 
information about the movements, identities 

and locations of  their victims?
“There have been several disturbing cases 

involving security personnel or persons with 
access to security information being implicat-
ed in criminal activities.”

The CDHR provided several examples. Ac-
cording to the group, in April 2025, the Nige-
ria Police Force reported the arrest of  three 
suspected informants in Katsina who were al-
legedly providing information and logistical 
support to bandits. (incb.police.gov.ng)

In June 2026, the FCT Police Command re-
ported the arrest of  suspected kidnappers and 
logistics suppliers following intelligence-led 
operations in the Abuja area. (The Guardian 
Nigeria).

In August 2026, two security operatives were 
reportedly among suspects arrested in Plateau 
State over an alleged plot to kidnap the wives 
of  two prominent bishops. The allegation re-
mains a matter for investigation and due pro-
cess. (The Cable).

It also stated that police investigations into 
a major kidnapping network in Enugu in Au-
gust 2026 also identified individuals providing 
intelligence that allegedly enabled criminals to 
evade security surveillance and select suitable 
targets. (Premium Times Nigeria).

CDHR stated: “These cases do not, by them-
selves, prove that the Nigeria Police Force or 
other security agencies are institutionally 
collaborating with kidnappers. However, 
they demonstrate that criminal infiltration, 
information leakage, insider assistance and 
security-sector misconduct are legitimate na-
tional-security concerns that deserve serious 
investigation.

“CDHR is also troubled by the recurring 
experiences reported by Nigerians of  being 
stopped at security checkpoints and subse-
quently encountering criminal attacks shortly 
after passing through such locations. These 
accounts should be investigated rather than 
casually dismissed.”

It therefore demanded answers to several 
questions. These are: “Who has access to in-
formation about travellers stopped at security 
checkpoints? Are records kept of  persons and 
vehicles stopped at major checkpoints? Are 
officers deployed to checkpoints subjected to 
regular integrity and lifestyle checks?

Are CCTV cameras or body cameras being 

used at strategic checkpoints to create an au-
ditable record of  interactions? How frequently 
are officers rotated to prevent the establish-
ment of  relationships with criminal networks? 
How many security personnel have been inves-
tigated, disciplined or prosecuted for providing 
information or assistance to kidnappers and 
bandits? When credible intelligence is supplied 
to the military or other security agencies, what 
mechanisms exist to prevent the information 
from being compromised? Why are some crim-
inal groups repeatedly able to anticipate the 
movement of  security personnel and evade 
operations?”

CDHR said it  is particularly concerned 
about reports of  situations in which victims 
or informants appear to have been located and 
attacked shortly after providing intelligence to 
security authorities.

According to it, if  verified, such incidents 
raise serious questions about intelligence 
protection, operational security and possible 
information leaks.

It maintained that the recent escalation 
of  mass kidnapping in Nigeria makes this 
issue even more urgent. It noted that Reuters 
reported in August 2026 that approximately 
600 people were abducted from a mosque in 
Niger State, while a separate SBM Intelligence 
assessment reported 7,825 kidnapping victims 
between July 2025 and June 2026.

These figures, it stated, demonstrate that 
Nigeria's kidnapping crisis has reached a level 
that requires more than conventional security 
responses. (Reuters)

CDHR, therefore called for an independent 
investigation involving civil society, the Na-
tional Human Rights Commission, relevant 
parliamentary committees and other credible 
oversight institutions into allegations of  se-
curity-sector complicity, intelligence leakage 
and negligence in kidnapping and banditry 
operations.

It added: “We also call on the Nigeria Police 
Force and other security agencies to protect 
honest officers from blanket accusations while 
ensuring that any officer found to have aided 
criminal networks is prosecuted to the full ex-
tent of  the law.

“The Nigerian people deserve security agen-
cies they can trust. Security checkpoints must 
be places where citizens receive protection—

not places where criminals obtain information 
about potential victims.

“CDHR will continue to demand trans-
parency, accountability and respect for the 
fundamental rights and security of  every 
Nigerian.

“We will not state as fact that ‘security offi-
cers are responsible for insecurity’ or that the 
General was definitely betrayed by someone 
inside the military unless there is evidence es-
tablishing that. The stronger human-rights po-
sition is: ‘These allegations are serious enough 
to require an independent investigation.’ That 
makes the statement harder to dismiss as an 
unsupported accusation.”

 
Casino On INEC Website: CDHR Demands Answers 
Before 2027

CDHR said it is alarmed by reports that ca-
sino and gambling content was hosted on the 
official website of  the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC).

It maintained that this is more than a 
website embarrassment, asit raises serious 
questions about the security and integrity of  
INEC’s digital infrastructure as Nigeria ap-
proaches the 2027 elections.

It stated: “If  unauthorised persons can ac-
cess INEC’s official platform to publish casino 
content, Nigerians have a right to ask: Who had 
access? How did this happen? And could the 
same vulnerability be exploited to manipulate 
electoral information?

“CDHR also demands accountability for 
the enormous public funds allocated to INEC’s 
technology and digital infrastructure. How can 
billions be spent on maintaining an electoral 
website while it is being used to host casino 
content?

“We call on INEC to immediately undertake 
an independent forensic audit of  its digital 
systems and publicly explain how this breach 
occurred and what measures have been taken 
to prevent a recurrence.

“Deleting the casino pages is not enough. 
Nigerians deserve answers. The integrity of  
the 2027 election must be protected both at the 
polling unit and in the digital systems support-
ing our democracy.”

Concluding the rights body stressed: “CDHR 
demands transparency. CDHR demands ac-
countability.  CDHR demands secure elections.”
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The recent engagement between the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria 
(CBCN) and President Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu appears to have generated a different 
kind of political conversation. What do 
you think this engagement signifies for 
Nigeria's democratic journey?

I believe the significance goes 
beyond the meeting itself. The Cath-
olic Bishops occupy a unique moral 
position in Nigerian society. When 
such a body engages the political 
leadership of  the country, it creates 
an opportunity to move political con-
versation beyond partisan rhetoric 
and towards questions of  national 
responsibility. What interests me 
particularly is the possibility of  
a new dynamic in which political 
leadership is engaged not merely 
as an object of  criticism, but as a re-
sponsibility that must continually be 
interrogated against the welfare of  
citizens. That is very close to the phi-
losophy of  Performance Democracy. 
Democracy should not be reduced to 
who won the last election or who will 
win the next one. The fundamental 
question must always be: What is 
government doing with the mandate 
entrusted to it by the people? If  the 
Bishops' engagement helps deepen 
that kind of  conversation, then it is 
important for Nigeria.

 
The Catholic Bishops are now coming 
to Osogbo for their Synod, shortly after 
the Osun State governorship election. 
Is there a connection between the two 
developments?

I believe there is a remarkable 
opportunity for connection. Osogbo 
has become, almost unexpectedly, a 
meeting point between two import-
ant conversations: the moral con-
versation about the Nigerian nation 
and the practical conversation about 
how citizens judge governance. The 
Catholic Bishops are coming with 
their moral and spiritual responsi-
bility at a moment when Osun has 
just demonstrated the power of  the 
electorate. That makes the Synod an 
opportunity to ask a larger question: 
What kind of  citizens and what kind 
of  leadership does Nigeria require 
before 2027? The timing is almost 
providential. The Church can help 
Nigeria move from electioneering to 
citizenship, from political mobilisa-
tion to civic responsibility, and from 
merely seeking peaceful elections to 
building accountable governance af-
ter elections.

 
You have described the Osun election 
as a victory of the people, rather than 
simply the victory of Governor Ademola 
Adeleke or his political party. Why?

Because democracy should ul-
timately be judged by what it does 
for the people. Governor Adeleke 
was certainly a principal benefi-
ciary of  the electoral outcome, and 
he deserves commendation for the 
stewardship that citizens had the op-
portunity to evaluate. But, I would 
resist reducing the election to a 
partisan victory. The deeper story 

is that the people exercised their 
constitutional authority to judge 
political leadership. That is Perfor-
mance Democracy. The voter says: "I 
have seen what you have done. I have 
considered the evidence. I have com-
pared it with what you promised. I 
will now make my decision." That 
is a much more mature democracy 
than one in which citizens vote be-
cause of  party loyalty, ethnicity, re-
ligion, inducement or propaganda. 
So, yes, commend Governor Adeleke 
where performance deserves com-
mendation. But, let us also celebrate 
the citizens who are beginning to un-
derstand that their vote is an instru-
ment of  accountability.

What does Performance Democracy 
demand from citizens after an election?

Performance Democracy de-
mands that they remain citizens. 
Voting is not the end of  citizenship. 
It is the beginning of  another phase. 
Citizens must monitor budgets, 
projects, policies and outcomes. 
They must ask: What was prom-
ised? What was budgeted? What 
was delivered? What changed? Who 
benefited? What remains outstand-
ing? And what evidence supports 
the government's claims? The cit-
izen must become an evaluator of  
governance. This is why I describe 
Performance Democracy as the tran-
sition from Campaign Democracy to 

Performance Democracy. Campaign 
Democracy asks citizens to listen to 
promises. Performance Democracy 
asks citizens to examine results.

 
Bishop Matthew Hassan Kukah will be 
one of the speakers at the Synod. How 
does his work fit into this emerging 
conversation?

Bishop Kukah has made an ex-
traordinary contribution to Nige-
ria's democratic conversation. His 
work has consistently connected 
faith, citizenship, peace and na-
tional responsibility. Through The 
Kukah Centre and his engagement 
with democratic and civic questions, 
he has contributed significantly to 
the intellectual infrastructure of  
responsible citizenship. His role in 
the National Peace Committee is also 
important. We must commend him 
and the institutions with which he 
has worked for promoting peaceful 
electoral conduct. But I believe Ni-
geria must now move from peaceful 
elections to purposeful democracy. It 
is not enough that Nigerians do not 
kill one another because of  elections. 
We must also create a democratic 
culture in which Nigerians can dis-
agree peacefully, choose responsibly, 
monitor government continuously 
and hold leaders accountable with-
out violence. That is where I see Per-
formance Democracy complement-
ing the work already being done by 

Bishop Kukah, The Kukah Centre 
and the National Peace Committee.

How can the lessons of Osun be convert-
ed into something useful for the 2027 
general elections?

We must refuse to allow Osun to 
become merely an election story. It 
should become a national case study. 
That requires an intellectual and 
technical effort to document what 
happened, identify the lessons and 
convert them into practical instru-
ments of  civic enlightenment. We 
need a multidisciplinary intellectual 
committee involving civic educators, 
researchers, communication profes-
sionals, technologists, development 
practitioners, media organisations, 
faith communities and citizens. 
Their task should be to produce tools 
that ordinary Nigerians can use. We 
need: Candidate Performance Pro-
files, Citizen Scorecards, Manifes-
to-to-Performance Trackers, Public 
Project Monitoring Tools, Citizens' 
Budget Guides, Electoral Account-
ability Dashboards, and simple 
educational materials explaining 
how citizens can evaluate political 
leadership. We should stop telling Ni-
gerians merely to "vote wisely." We 
must give Nigerians the tools with 
which to vote intelligently.

 
Does this mean you are proposing 
that every candidate in 2027 should be 
subjected to a Performance Democracy 
test?

Precisely. And the test must be 
applied fairly. For an incumbent, 
the first question is performance. 
For a new candidate, the questions 
are competence, character, capaci-
ty, clarity of  vision and evidence of  
previous achievement. Every major 
promise should be measurable. Ev-
ery manifesto should be capable of  
becoming a scorecard. Every public 
commitment should eventually be 
tested against evidence. Imagine a 
Nigeria where, before voting, citi-
zens can examine a candidate's re-
cord and ask: What has this person 
achieved? What does the person pro-
pose? How realistic is the proposal? 
How will it be funded? How will 
success be measured? And who will 
monitor delivery? That would funda-
mentally change Nigerian politics.

What role should the Catholic Bish-
ops Conference play in taking this 
conversation beyond Osun?

The Bishops can help Nigeria 
make citizenship a moral responsi-
bility. The Church possesses an enor-
mous network of  people, institutions 
and communities. The Bishops can 
encourage Nigerians to see political 
participation not simply as a right 
but also as a responsibility. Imagine 
if  every diocese, parish, school and 
Catholic institution became a centre 
for civic education, peaceful political 
engagement and responsible citizen-
ship. That would be transformative. 
And it should not be partisan. The 
Church should not tell citizens 

whom to vote for. It should help citi-
zens understand how to judge those 
asking for their votes. That distinc-
tion is extremely important.

 
You have spoken about the need for a 
national citizens' compact for 2027. What 
would such a compact contain?

It would establish a simple prin-
ciple: The mandate belongs to the 
people. Political parties are vehicles. 
Candidates are trustees. Public of-
fice is an assignment. Citizens are 
the sovereigns. The compact would 
therefore ask candidates to commit 
themselves to measurable gover-
nance objectives, peaceful political 
engagement, transparency, account-
ability and regular reporting to cit-
izens. It would also ask citizens to 
make commitments of  their own: 
to reject political violence; to reject 
the sale of  their votes; to examine 
evidence; to participate in civic 
monitoring; and to hold elected of-
ficials accountable. The objective is 
to create a relationship of  mutual re-
sponsibility between the governed 
and those who govern.

 
Finally, if you were to leave Nigerians with 
one message as we move towards 2027, 
what would it be?

I would say: Do not give your vote 
away. Your vote is not a favour to a 
politician. It is the temporary trans-
fer of  your sovereign authority. Use 
it wisely. But do not stop there. After 
voting, stay engaged. Monitor. Ques-
tion. Encourage. Challenge. Hold 
government accountable. And let 
us learn from Osun. I congratulate 
the people of  Osun State because 
they have given Nigeria something 
worth studying. I commend Gover-
nor Ademola Adeleke for the stew-
ardship that the people have had the 
opportunity to evaluate. I commend 
the Catholic Bishops Conference of  
Nigeria for bringing its Synod to 
Osogbo at this significant moment. 
I commend Bishop Matthew Hassan 
Kukah, The Kukah Centre and the 
National Peace Committee for their 
sustained contribution to peaceful 
electoral engagement and demo-
cratic citizenship. But the time has 
come to take the next step. Peaceful 
elections must produce account-
able governance. Accountable gov-
ernance must produce measurable 
performance. Measurable perfor-
mance must produce citizen confi-
dence. And citizen confidence must 
ultimately produce a democracy that 
works for the people. It was not sim-
ply Adeleke that won in Osun. The 
People won. And that is the lesson 
Nigeria must carry from Osun to 
2027. The Catholic Bishops, Gover-
nor Adeleke as the host governor, 
Bishop Kukah and the institutions 
he represents, civil society, the me-
dia, political actors and ordinary 
citizens can all play their part in 
taking that lesson forward. Let us 
build the intellectual instruments. 
Let us build the civic tools. Let us 
build the culture. Let us build the ac-
countability architecture. And let us 
enter the 2027 general elections with 
a different understanding of  victory. 
The question should no longer be: 
Which candidate won? Nor: Which 
political party won? The question 
should be: Did Nigeria win? That 
is the ultimate test of  Performance 
Democracy. And in 2027, the victory 
must belong to the Nigerian People.

Dr Bolaji O. Akinyemi, a Christian activist and Apostle of Nation Building, is the Chairman, Board of 
Trustees (BoT), Project Victory Call Initiative, aka PVC Naija, and Convener, The Apostolic Roundtable 
(TAC), and the author of the book, ‘Global Leadership Code: Donald J. Trump as a Case Study’. He spoke to 
EJIKEME OMENAZU on what he terms Performance Democracy, including the recent altercation over the 
visit of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria (CBCN) to President Bola Tinubu and issues relating to 
2027 general elections. Excerpt:

 
The citizen must become an evaluator 
of governance. This is why I describe 
Performance Democracy as the transition 
from Campaign Democracy. Campaign 
Democracy asks citizens to listen to 
promises. Performance Democracy asks 
citizens to examine results

Nigeria Must Transit From Campaign Democracy 
To Performance Democracy – Akinyemi
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You are a one-time running mate to 
a governorship candidate in Lagos 
under the African Action Congress 
(AAC). Since after that election, no 
one seems to be hearing about you. 
What happened?

I think that is a misconception. I 
have not disappeared, and I have cer-
tainly not abandoned politics. Since 
the 2023 election, I have remained 
actively involved in the affairs of  
the African Action Congress, partic-
ularly in Lagos State. Politics is not 
only about appearing on television 
or attending public events. There 
is a lot of  work that goes on behind 
the scenes, organising, mobilising, 
engaging with communities and 
strengthening party structures. At 
present, I serve as the Director-Gen-
eral of  the AAC campaign in Lagos 
State. So, rather than disappearing, 
I have actually remained engaged in 
the political process. My conviction 
has not changed. I believe the polit-
ical table in Nigeria will definitely 
turn in favour of  the masses, but that 
will only happen when people who 
genuinely desire change continue 
to organise and participate in the 
political process.

 
Would you say you are still a strong 
chieftain of the AAC, as you have not 
been appearing at the party’s fora?

Absolutely. My commitment to 
the AAC is unquestionable. My ab-
sence from some public fora should 
not be interpreted as withdrawal 
from the party. I have continued to 
participate in party activities and po-
litical engagements, and my current 
responsibility as Director-General 
of  the AAC campaign in Lagos State 
speaks for itself. For me, politics is 
about commitment to an idea and 
to the people, not about seeking per-
sonal visibility. I remain firmly com-
mitted to the AAC and to its vision 
of  building a Nigeria where public 
resources are used for the benefit of  
the majority rather than a privileged 
few.

 
The AAC has been around for some 
time and has taken part in three 
election seasons without much suc-
cess, both at federal and state levels. 
What would you consider the major 
challenges of the party?

The AAC has certainly faced 
electoral challenges, but I would not 
define the party solely by its electoral 
numbers. We have consistently chal-
lenged the political establishment 
and introduced issues that other par-
ties sometimes prefer to avoid. One 
of  our biggest challenges is the na-
ture of  Nigerian politics itself. Elec-
tions are often heavily influenced by 
money, incumbency, political patron-
age and access to enormous resourc-
es. For a relatively young party oper-
ating outside the traditional political 
establishment, building structures 
across thousands of  polling units is 
a huge undertaking. There is also the 
challenge of  convincing Nigerians 
that politics can be different. After 
decades of  broken promises, many 
citizens have become understand-
ably cynical. But, I believe these 
challenges are temporary. The AAC 
is building, learning and expanding. 
We are not in Nigerian politics for 
one election cycle. We are building 
a political alternative for the long 
term.

 
 Majority of the party’s membership 
are youths, with a higher percent-
age being males, most of whom do 
not occupy critical positions in the 
private or public sector. Don’t you 
see this as a major disadvantage for 
its growth and expansion, as well as 
its inability to attract winning votes 
during elections?

I see the youthfulness of  the AAC 

as one of  its greatest strengths. Ni-
geria is a young country, and young 
Nigerians are going to determine 
the future of  this nation. We should 
therefore not regard youth participa-
tion as a weakness. Having said that, 
I believe every political party should 
continue to broaden its membership. 
We need more women, professionals, 
entrepreneurs, community leaders, 
workers and people from different 
generations and backgrounds. But, 
let me make an important point: 
occupying a top position in govern-
ment or the corporate world does not 
automatically make someone a bet-
ter politician. What Nigeria needs is 
competence, integrity, courage and 
a genuine commitment to the peo-
ple. It is important to state that as at 
June 2026, Nigeria’s population was 
estimated to be 242.4 million, with 
a median age of  18.3 years. This 
implies that the bulk of  our masses 
are youths. Therefore, the youthful 
membership of  AAC is an electoral 
asset. The AAC is open to Nigerians 
from every social class. We want peo-
ple who are prepared to contribute to 
building a better country.

 
As Nigerians are gearing up for the 
2027 elections, why do you think 
AAC will perform better this time 
around?

Because the political conscious-
ness of  Nigerians is changing. Peo-

ple are no longer interested only in 
political slogans. They are asking 
very practical questions: Can I af-
ford food? Can I afford transporta-
tion? Can I pay my children’s school 
fees? Can my business survive? Can I 
access electricity? Can I live in a safe 
environment? The AAC has consis-
tently positioned itself  on the side 
of  ordinary Nigerians. We have pre-
sented vibrant, people-oriented can-
didates across the country, and we 
are strengthening our structures. We 
have also gained valuable experience 
from previous elections. Most im-
portantly, Nigerians are beginning 
to understand that voting for an al-
ternative is not wasted effort. I have 
no shred of  doubt that the AAC will 
perform significantly better in 2027.

 
What do you think should be the 
AAC’s selling point in the com-
ing general elections, which the 
candidates will use to convince the 
electorate?

Our selling point should be sim-
ple: putting the Nigerian people 
first. We must offer practical solu-
tions, not merely criticise the gov-
ernment. Our candidates should tell 
Nigerians exactly how they intend 
to address unemployment, food in-
security, transportation, electricity, 
healthcare, education, housing and 
insecurity. We should also be honest 
with Nigerians about the country’s 

resources. Nigeria is not a poor coun-
try. We have enormous human and 
natural resources. The problem is 
that those resources have not been 
managed in a way that benefits the 
majority. The AAC’s position on pet-
rol subsidy is a good example. The 
AAC was the major political party 
that promised to put a transparent 
petroleum subsidy structure in 
place. We also vowed to fight subsi-
dy thieves. This is because, we know 
that removing subsidy abruptly, 
without first providing adequate 
alternatives, was bound to create 
hardship. Nigeria has an inadequate 
mass transportation system. Elec-
tricity supply remains unreliable, 
forcing households and businesses 
to generate their own power. Virtual-
ly everything in our economy moves 
by road. So, when the price of  petrol 
rises sharply, the consequences go 
far beyond the filling station. Trans-
portation becomes more expensive, 
food prices rise, manufacturing costs 
increase and the entire economy 
feels the shock. Our message should 
therefore be that reforms must be 
designed around the welfare of  the 
people.

 
What is your take on the reported 
emerging alliance between the AAC, 
SDP and Accord Party? Do you see 
this alliance succeeding and making 
a great impact on the 2027 general 
elections?

First, I am not opposed to allianc-
es among progressive and socialist 
political forces. In fact, I believe 
there is value in bringing together 
political organisations that genu-
inely share a commitment to so-
cial justice, economic fairness and 
democratic development. But, an al-
liance must be based on principles, 
not desperation for political office. 
The Nigerian people have seen sev-
eral political coalitions come and 
go. If  an alliance is merely about 
personalities, positions and the 
sharing of  political offices, it will 
not survive. What we need is a genu-
ine people’s alliance, one based on a 
clear ideological direction, credible 
candidates, grassroots mobilisation 
and a programme that addresses 
the material conditions of  Nigeri-
ans. My position is straightforward: 
I welcome any alliance that puts the 
Nigerian people before political am-
bition.

 
Would you say the AAC presidential 
candidate, Omoyele Sowore, stands 
a better chance of victory in this 
election, considering that he has 
continued to face arrests, detentions 
and trials in the hands of security 
agencies?

Omoyele Sowore has demon-
strated an extraordinary level of  
consistency. You may agree or dis-
agree with his politics, but you can-
not accuse him of  abandoning his 
principles because of  political con-
venience. He has continued to speak 
about issues affecting ordinary 
Nigerians and has remained com-
mitted to his political convictions 
despite the enormous pressure he 
has faced. His political journey has 
also made him a recognisable figure 
nationally. The important thing now 

is to translate that recognition into a 
much stronger grassroots political 
organisation. Elections are ultimate-
ly won through a combination of  a 
compelling message, strong struc-
tures, effective mobilisation and 
the confidence of  voters. I believe 
Sowore has the consistency and 
courage required to lead the kind of  
political alternative Nigerians are 
increasingly demanding. The task 
before us is to take that message to 
every ward, polling unit and commu-
nity. I challenge you to interact with 
the man on the street, you will agree 
with me that Sowore is loved across 
the country.

 
 Could you give a brief critique of 
President Bola Tinubu’s economic 
reforms and the Renewed Hope 
Agenda, and explain why they have 
not been able to usher in improved 
life for Nigerians?

My problem is not with the word 
‘reform’. Nigeria desperately needs 
reforms. My problem is with the di-
rection, sequencing and consequenc-
es of  the reforms. You cannot impose 
enormous economic shocks on a 
population that is already struggling 
without putting adequate safety nets 
and alternatives in place. Take petrol 
subsidy removal. If  you remove the 
subsidy in a country where mass 
public transportation is inadequate, 
where businesses depend heavily on 
petrol and diesel, where electricity 
supply is unreliable and where al-
most everything is transported by 
road, you should expect the conse-
quences to spread throughout the 
economy. That is exactly what Ni-
gerians have experienced: higher 
transportation costs, increased food 
prices, higher production costs and 
enormous pressure on household 
incomes. Government cannot tell a 
struggling family that an economic 
reform is successful simply because 
some macroeconomic indicator has 
improved. The real test of  economic 
policy is whether ordinary citizens 
can afford food, transportation, 
housing, healthcare and education. 
An economy is not truly improving 
if  the people who produce the wealth 
are becoming poorer. The Renewed 
Hope Agenda must ultimately be 
measured by the lived experience 
of  Nigerians. If  millions of  citi-
zens are struggling to survive, then 
government has a responsibility to 
reassess its policies and make nec-
essary adjustments. The AAC’s posi-
tion has always been that we should 
fight corruption, waste and subsidy 
theft, while ensuring that economic 
policies do not punish the majority 
for the failures of  the political elite. 
In summary, President Bola Tinu-
bu’s government has failed woefully. 
The more allocation to governors, 
that he usually presents as his ma-
jor achievement, has not translated 
to better life for the common man. 
The masses are impoverished and 
the cost of  living is killing the living. 
The reality is that Tinubu is mak-
ing Buhari to look like a superstar. 
I can confidently say that Tinubu’s 
government is the worst since Lord 
Lugard amalgamated the Northern 
protectorate and the Southern pro-
tectorate in 1914.

 
The AAC is building, learning and expanding. 
We are not in Nigerian politics for one 
election cycle. We are building a political 
alternative for the long term

AAC Not In Nigerian Politics For 
One Election Cycle – Benneth Eze
Dr Benneth Eze, an educationist, is a former Deputy Governorship candidate of the African Action Congress (ACC) in 
Lagos State and currently the Director-General of the AAC campaign in the state. As Nigerians get set for the 2027 general 
elections, he speaks to EJIKEME OMENAZU on the party’s efforts towards victory in the coming elections. Excerpt:
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Muwhen

Nigeria has a largely youthful popula-
tion. Do you see the votes of Nigerian 
youths as the deciding factor in the 2027 
elections?

First, I want you to note that my 
views on the state of  the nation are 
personal based on my analytical 
and observations and does not rep-
resent the official position of  Delta 
Trust Mortgage Bank Limited. Po-
tentially, yes. In the 2023 register, 
Nigerians aged 18 to 34 constituted 
approximately 39.65 per cent of  reg-
istered voters, making youths the 
largest single age category. That is 
considerable electoral power. But 
demographic strength does not au-
tomatically translate to political in-
fluence. Youths must register, obtain 
the necessary voter documentation, 
turn out on election day and partici-
pate peacefully. Young Nigerians are 
also not politically homogeneous. A 
young farmer in Kebbi, a graduate 
in Lagos, an entrepreneur in Delta 
and a student in Enugu may have 
very different priorities. Therefore, 
the candidate who understands 
youth concerns—jobs, education, 
technology, cost of  living, security 
and access to capital—could enjoy a 
significant advantage. The greatest 
challenge is converting youth en-
thusiasm, particularly online, into 
organized and sustained civic par-
ticipation. Beyond voting, what are 
the real chances of  youths winning 
elective office in 2027? What are the 
barriers? The legal environment is 
more accommodating today because 
reforms such as the Not Too Young 
To Run initiative lowered constitu-
tional age barriers. But, the biggest 
barriers are increasingly economic 
and institutional rather than age-re-
lated. Politics is expensive. Nomina-
tion processes, campaigning, logis-
tics, media exposure and grassroots 
organisation demand considerable 
resources. Young aspirants must 
also navigate established party hi-
erarchies and powerful political 
networks. Research on youth partic-
ipation has similarly identified high 
campaign costs and inadequate sup-
port within political parties among 
the major obstacles confronting 
young candidates. Political parties 
can change this by reducing nom-
ination costs for credible young 
aspirants, conducting transparent 
primaries, creating leadership-de-
velopment programmes and deliber-
ately opening decision-making struc-
tures. Youths must also understand 
that political leadership requires 
preparation. Social-media populari-
ty alone cannot replace community 
engagement, competence, integrity 
and organisation.

 
Politics in Nigeria has been described 
as a ‘do-or-die’ battle and ‘winner-
takes-all’. Do you agree? How can 
we ensure a level playing field?

Unfortunately, elements of  our 
political culture sometimes justify 
that description. Politics becomes 
“do-or-die” when political office is 
perceived as the principal gateway 
to economic opportunity, patronage 
and influence. We must reduce the 

stakes by strengthening institutions 
rather than individuals. INEC must 
be independent and transparent; 
security agencies must remain neu-
tral; political parties must respect in-
ternal democracy; campaign-finance 
and electoral laws must be enforced; 
and election petitions should be de-
termined expeditiously. The Presi-
dent himself  recently committed the 
governing party to peaceful, trans-
parent and issue-based campaigning 
under the 2027 Peace Accord and em-
phasised that elections should not be-
come a do-or-die affair. That commit-
ment should apply equally to every 
political party. Democratic elections 
are competitions, not wars. The loser 
today must remain confident that he 
can contest again tomorrow. That is 
the essence of  a level playing field.

 
What has been the impact of fall-
outs from party primaries on party 
unity? Can you cite examples from 
APC, PDP or other parties?

 Post-primary disputes remain 
one of  the greatest weaknesses of  
Nigerian party politics. Primaries 
are supposed to strengthen parties 
by allowing members to choose 
candidates. When aspirants per-
ceive the process as predetermined, 
manipulated or unfair, the result is 
litigation, defections, factionalism 

and sometimes anti-party activity. 
We have recently seen complaints 
following APC primaries in several 
states, involving allegations ranging 
from candidate imposition to irreg-
ularities. Within the PDP, factional 
disputes have resulted in competing 
claims over candidates and nomina-
tion documents in some instances. 
The ADC has also experienced in-
ternal disputes following its prima-
ries in several states. The lesson is 
straightforward: you cannot build 
national democratic credibility on 
weak internal democracy. Parties 
that manage grievances transpar-
ently usually enter general elections 
stronger than parties that simply 
suppress dissension

 
Groups like the G-15 in Kwara and 
other aggrieved blocs have emerged 
post-primaries. Are these realign-
ments a threat or an opportunity for 
democracy?

They can be both. They become a 
threat where disagreements degen-
erate into violence, ethnic mobili-
sation, political sabotage or purely 
transactional bargaining. But, they 
can also represent an opportunity 
because internal dissent reminds 
political parties that members and 
aspirants cannot simply be taken 
for granted. The developments sur-

rounding the Kwara G-15 emerged 
from disagreements following APC 
primaries, with reports of  negotia-
tions and possible political realign-
ments involving opposition inter-
ests. In a genuine democracy, people 
must retain the freedom to disagree, 
reorganize and pursue alternative 
political platforms. The crucial is-
sue is whether such realignments 
are driven by ideas and demands 
for internal democracy or merely 
negotiations for political positions. 
When dissent forces political par-
ties to become more transparent, 
it strengthens democracy. When it 
becomes purely transactional, its 
democratic value becomes consid-
erably weaker.

 
 Is the call for restructuring and true 
federalism still a viable solution to 
Nigeria’s unity challenges, or a dis-
traction at this time?

Restructuring remains a legit-
imate national conversation and 
should not be treated as a distraction. 
However, the word ‘restructuring’ 
means different things to different 
Nigerians. We therefore need to move 
from slogans to specifics. For me, 
productive restructuring includes 
greater devolution of  responsibili-
ties, fiscal accountability, stronger 
subnational economies, effective local 
government, decentralised security 
arrangements and allowing states to 
develop according to their compar-
ative advantages. Interestingly, the 
ongoing national discussion on state 
policing itself  represents an aspect 
of  restructuring because it involves 
reconsidering the existing distri-
bution of  security responsibilities. 
Significant constitutional steps have 
already been taken towards a frame-
work for State Police. Restructuring 
should never mean weakening Nige-
ria. Properly designed, it should make 
the federation stronger by enabling 
each level of  government to become 
more responsible, productive and ac-
countable.

 
Insecurity persists in the North, 
South-East, and in farmer-herder 
clashes. What is the missing link in 
government’s security strategy?

One of  the missing links is local 
intelligence backed by rapid re-
sponse and accountability. Nigeria 
is an enormous and diverse coun-
try. Security information is often 
generated at community level, so 
policing must have strong local 
knowledge while retaining national  
coordination. We must also improve 
intelligence sharing among agen-
cies, technology and surveillance, 
border security, prosecution of  of-
fenders and community confidence 
in law-enforcement institutions. On 
State Police, I support the concept 
in principle, but it must come with 
strong constitutional safeguards. 
There must be mechanisms to 
prevent abuse by state political au-
thorities; professional recruitment; 
adequate funding; independent over-
sight; national standards; protection 
for opposition parties; and clearly de-
fined federal and state jurisdictions. 

The State Police proposal has made 
substantial legislative progress but 
remains part of  an ongoing consti-
tutional process rather than a com-
pleted reform. Properly regulated, 
decentralised policing can bring 
law enforcement closer to the peo-
ple. Poorly regulated, it could simply 
decentralised abuse. The safeguards 
are therefore as important as the re-
form itself.

 
Looking ahead to 2027, what two 
things must happen for Nigeria to 
have more credible, peaceful and 
issue-based elections?

First, electoral institutions must 
inspire confidence. INEC must be 
transparent and technologically 
prepared, while security agencies 
must demonstrate complete neutral-
ity. Polling-unit results, accreditation 
figures and collation processes must 
be transparent enough that citizens 
can independently follow how the fi-
nal outcome emerged. Secondly, po-
litical actors must change the char-
acter of  campaigning. Campaigns 
should debate the economy, security, 
education, agriculture, healthcare, 
electricity, federalism and employ-
ment—not ethnicity, religion and 
personal insults. The Peace Accord 
signed ahead of  the 2027 campaign 
provides a useful framework, but 
agreements matter only when po-
litical actors honour them in prac-
tice. If  the electoral umpire earns 
public confidence and politicians 
accept that Nigeria is greater than 
any election, we will have taken two 
enormous steps towards a credible 
and peaceful 2027 election.

 
What are your final words? What 
message do you have for politicians, 
youths and citizens ahead of 2027?

My message to politicians is that 
power is a trust, not an entitlement. 
No political ambition is worth the 
blood of  a Nigerian. Campaign with 
ideas, accept legitimate outcomes 
and where genuine grievances arise, 
seek lawful remedies. To Nigerian 
youths: your future cannot be out-
sourced. Register, vote, participate, 
contest elections, organise peaceful-
ly and interrogate every candidate. 
But reject violence, misinformation, 
ethnic hatred and politicians who 
see young people merely as instru-
ments for electoral confrontation. To 
citizens generally: do not sell your 
conscience. The money offered for a 
vote lasts perhaps one day; the con-
sequences of  leadership last four 
years and sometimes generations. 
Nigeria belongs to all of  us. APC, 
PDP, Accord, ADC and every other 
political organisation are platforms; 
Nigeria is the permanent institution. 
As we approach 2027, our collective 
prayer and responsibility should 
be that whoever emerges does so 
through the freely expressed will of  
Nigerians. Let us disagree without 
becoming enemies, compete without 
destroying one another and always 
remember that after every election, 
we remain one people with one coun-
try and one shared destiny. Nigeria 
must ultimately be the winner.

 
Electoral institutions must inspire 
confidence. INEC must be transparent 
and technologically prepared, while 
security agencies must demonstrate 
complete neutrality. Polling-unit results, 
accreditation figures and collation 
processes must be transparent enough 
that citizens can independently follow 
how the final outcome emerges

Democratic Institutions In Nigeria 
Must Inspire Confidence – Muwhen 

Olorogun (Dr.) Joshua Oghenejiru Muwhen is the Acting Managing Director of Delta Mortgage Trust Bank. In this Interview 
with EJIKEME OMENAZU he spoke on crucial issues in the polity, especially as they pertain to the 2027 general elections. 
Excerpt:
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Otti

How One Governor's Governance Philosophy Helped Give Birth to a New Democratic Conversation—
Performance Democracy.

Otti: A Steward Borrowed To Nations

B O L A J I  O .  A K I N Y E M I

There are birthdays that mark the pas-
sage of  time. And there are birthdays 
that become milestones in a man's 
journey with his nation.

My 60th birthday, celebrated on 5 August 
2026 at the National Citizens' Conversation in 
Lagos, became more than a personal celebra-
tion. It became a national conversation about 
the purpose of  government, the responsibility 
of  citizens and the future of  democracy.

At the centre of  that conversation stood 
the Governor of  Abia State, His Excellency, 
Dr. Alex Chioma Otti, OFR.

He came to my birthday as a guest. He left 
the podium, in my estimation, as a steward 
borrowed to nations.

THE GIFT OF A GOVERNOR
Governor Otti's presentation at the National 

Citizens' Conversation was not merely a birth-
day lecture. It was a governance proposition.

His intervention challenged us to think dif-
ferently about the relationship between gov-
ernment and citizens and, more importantly, 
about what citizens should expect from those 
entrusted with public office.

The question before us was simple: What 
should determine the renewal or rejection of  
a government in a democracy?

The answer was implicit in the practice 
Governor Otti presented: Performance.

That is why, in retrospect, I consider his 
contribution one of  the defining moments of  
my 60th birthday.

He did not simply speak about Abia 
State. He gave us a governance proposition 
with implications for Nigeria and, poten-
tially, developing democracies across the 
world. His intervention helped give lan-
guage to what I now call Performance De-
mocracy. And for that, Your Excellency, I 
say: Thank you.

OTTI: A STEWARD BORROWED TO NATIONS
There is something profoundly different 

about leadership when a public office holder 
understands that the office is not his posses-
sion. It is a trust. It is stewardship.

The resources belong to the people. The 
mandate belongs to the people. The office be-
longs to the people. The leader is therefore a 
steward.

This is what I saw in Governor Otti's pre-
sentation. And this is why I describe him as 
a steward borrowed to nations. The phrase is 
not merely complimentary. It is a statement of  
responsibility.

When a state demonstrates a working model 
of  governance, that experience should not re-
main within its borders. If  a governor demon-
strates that public resources can be converted 
into public value, other governments should 
study it. If  citizens experience the difference 
between government that merely exists and 
government that performs, democracy itself  
acquires a new vocabulary. That is the signifi-
cance of  Otti's contribution.

THE PANACEA TO CAMPAIGN DEMOCRACY
For too long, our political system has been 

trapped in what I call Campaign Democracy.
Political parties mobilise. Candidates make 

promises. Campaign machines are activated. 
Resources are deployed. Voters are courted. 
Election day arrives. Victory is celebrated. And 
almost immediately, the political class begins 
preparing for the next election.

The tragedy is that the system can be-
come more interested in winning power than 
demonstrating the value of  power once won.

This is the wasteful nature of  Campaign 
Democracy.

Governor Otti's governance philosophy 
points us towards another possibility: Per-
formance Democracy. Campaign Democracy 
asks: “How do I win?” Performance Democ-

racy asks: “What have I done?” Campaign 
Democracy sells promises. Performance De-
mocracy presents evidence. Campaign De-
mocracy seeks votes. Performance Democracy 
earns renewal. Campaign Democracy treats 
election day as the destination. Performance 
Democracy treats election day as the audit of  
the previous tenure. This is why I believe the 
practice Governor Otti presented to us may 
offer a panacea to the wastefulness of  Cam-
paign Democracy.

FROM THE PODIUM TO OSUN
What makes the story even more compel-

ling is what happened ten days later. On 15 
August 2026, the people of  Osun State went to 
the polls. An incumbent, Governor Ademola 
Adeleke, stood before the electorate seeking a 
renewed mandate. The voters had the power 
to say yes.

They also had the power to say no. They 
said yes.

Adeleke was declared the winner with 
511,067 votes, defeating Bola Oyebamiji, who 
polled 444,815 votes. Whatever other factors 
influenced the election—and there are al-
ways many in a democratic contest—one fact 
remains central: An incumbent went before 
the citizens seeking renewal, and the citizens 
made a judgment. That is the essence of  Perfor-
mance Democracy. On 5 August, we discussed 
the possibility. On 15 August, Osun gave us an 
example to examine. The conversation had 
moved from the podium to the polling booth.

THE CITIZEN AS THE FINAL AUDITOR
For decades, we have treated elections pri-

marily as contests for power. Performance De-
mocracy asks us to treat them also as audits of  
power. The citizen must become the final audi-
tor. Not the party chairman. Not the godfather. 
Not the campaign strategist. Not the political 
commentator. The citizen.

The citizen who lives with the road that was 
built—or not built. The citizen who enters the 
hospital. The parent whose child attends a pub-
lic school. The farmer who needs security. The 
entrepreneur who needs an enabling environ-
ment. The young person searching for oppor-
tunity. The taxpayer whose money finances 
government. These citizens are not spectators. 
They are the shareholders of  democracy. When 
election day comes, they should ask: What did 
this government do with the mandate we gave 
it? That is a much more mature democratic 
question than: Who made the best promises?

DATA IS LIFE
This was why the theme of  my 60th birth-

day conversation was so deliberate: “Data Is 
Life: Government's Roles and Citizens' Pact.”

Data is not simply numbers. Data rep-
resents lives. Behind every education statistic 
is a child. Behind every healthcare statistic is 
a patient. Behind every unemployment figure 
is a young Nigerian.

Behind every insecurity statistic is a fam-
ily. Behind every budget line is public money. 
Therefore, if  government is to be judged by 
performance, performance must be measur-
able. We must know what was promised. We 
must know what was budgeted. We must know 
what was delivered. We must know who bene-
fited. And we must know what changed. That 
is how evidence replaces propaganda. That is 
how performance replaces rhetoric. That is 
how accountability becomes real.

THE OFFICE OF THE CITIZEN
One conviction has grown stronger through-

out my years of  public engagement: The 
highest office in a democracy is the Office of  
the Citizen. Presidents emerge from citizens. 
Governors emerge from citizens. Legislators 
emerge from citizens. Governments derive 
legitimacy from citizens. And every political 
mandate ultimately belongs to citizens. But cit-
izenship is not merely the right to vote. It is the 
responsibility to watch, question, demand ev-
idence, participate and, when the time comes, 
renew or withdraw the mandate.

This is the Citizens' Pact. Government must 
commit to competence, transparency, justice 
and measurable performance. Citizens must 
commit to informed participation, responsi-
bility, integrity and accountability. Democra-
cy becomes stronger when both sides honour 
their part of  the pact.

FROM ABIA TO NIGERIA
This is why Abia matters in this conversa-

tion. It is why Otti matters. And it is why his 
intervention at my 60th birthday deserves to 
be remembered beyond the occasion. The sig-
nificance of  Governor Otti is not simply that 
he governs Abia. It is that the experience of  
governance in Abia can contribute to a larger 
Nigerian conversation about what government 
should look like. A state can become a labora-
tory. A governor can become a case study. A 
governance philosophy can become a national 
proposition. And a national proposition can 
become a global democratic idea. That is how 
ideas travel.

A NEW STANDARD FOR DEMOCRACY
At sixty, my assignment is changing. I have 

spent years speaking truth to power. I have chal-
lenged governments, institutions and political 
actors. Sometimes I was applauded. Sometimes 
misunderstood. Sometimes criticised. But the 
motivation was never bitterness. It was love for 

Nigeria. At this stage of  my life, however, crit-
icism must increasingly give way to construc-
tion. The elder does not merely identify what is 
wrong. He points towards what can work. That 
is why I am investing this new season in the 
conversation around Performance Democracy.

I believe Nigeria must move from a democ-
racy that primarily rewards political mobili-
sation to one that increasingly rewards public 
performance. The question should no longer be 
only: Who can win an election? It must become: 
Who can govern? And after four years:

Who has governed well enough to deserve 
another mandate? That is the democratic cul-
ture we must build.

A NEW NIGERIA IS RISING
Nigeria's greatest challenge is not the ab-

sence of  resources. It is the quality of  gover-
nance. We possess oil, gas, land, a vast youthful 
population, extraordinary entrepreneurial en-
ergy and immense intellectual capital at home 
and abroad. Our problem is not what God has 
placed in our hands. Our problem is what we do 
with it.Good governance transforms resources 
into prosperity.

It transforms budgets into infrastructure, 
policy into opportunity and leadership into 
confidence.

It transforms citizens from victims of  the 
state into partners in national development. 
That is why I remain hopeful. Nigeria's best 
chapters have not been written.

OTTI'S LEGACY TO THE CONVERSATION
Perhaps history will judge Governor Alex 

Chioma Otti by many things: the roads he built, 
institutions he strengthened, policies he intro-
duced and lives his administration touched. 
But for me, there is another contribution I hope 
will endure.

On 5 August 2026, he stood on the podium at 
my 60th birthday and helped move a conversa-
tion from governance as political administra-
tion to governance as measurable stewardship. 
Ten days later, Osun provided an electoral mo-
ment that allowed us to see the citizen exercis-
ing the power of  judgment over an incumbent.

These events may ultimately prove connect-
ed by a larger democratic principle: If  it does, 
democracy becomes more than a mechanism 
for changing leaders. It becomes a mechanism 
for improving lives. That is the promise of  Per-
formance Democracy.

THE NEW DEMOCRATIC QUESTION
For decades, politics has asked: “Who will 

win?”
The new democratic question must be: 

“Who performed?”
And after performance has been measured: 

“Who deserves another term?”
This is not merely a Nigerian question. It is 

a question for Africa. It is a question for devel-
oping democracies. It is a question for every so-
ciety struggling to convert electoral mandates 
into human development. My 60th birthday 
therefore ended not with a conclusion, but 
with a commission: To build a culture in which 
governance is measured. To make data central 
to citizenship. To make performance central 
to political legitimacy. To make accountabil-
ity continuous. And to restore to citizens the 
dignity of  being the ultimate judges of  public 
leadership.

Governor Otti came to my birthday as a 
Governor. He stood before us as a practitioner 
of  governance. He left us with a proposition.

And in the unfolding of  this conversation, 
I believe that proposition deserves to travel.

Otti: A Steward Borrowed to Nations. May 
his example inspire more stewards. May 
Performance Democracy inspire better 
governments. May informed citizens de-
mand better leadership. And may Nigeria 
finally discover that the greatest resource 
of  a nation is not what lies beneath its soil, 
but the quality of  leadership and citizenship 
above it.

Let government perform. Let citizens mea-
sure. Let democracy decide. Welcome to the age 
of  Performance Democracy.

Politics



SEPTEMBER 6, 2026

Business
INDEPENDENT
SUNDAY

/Independentngr @independentngr @independentngr

S E Y I  TA I W O - O G U N T U A S E

The Federal Government’s 
distribution of  one million 
improved hybrid cocoa 
seedlings has been wide-

ly welcomed by stakeholders as 
a major boost for Nigeria’s cocoa 
industry.

However, industry players insist 
that while the initiative marks a sig-
nificant turning point, it can only 
achieve its ambitious objectives if  
backed by sustained investments 
in financing, farm rehabilitation, 
extension services, traceability, 
market reforms and stronger pub-
lic-private collaboration.

Their views come as the gov-
ernment seeks to increase cocoa 
production, improve export earn-
ings, ensure compliance with the 
European Union Deforestation 
Regulation (EUDR), and reposition 
Nigeria among the world’s leading 
cocoa-producing nations.

For many stakeholders in sep-
arate interviews with Sunday In-
dependent, the latest intervention 
differs from previous seedling dis-
tribution programmes because it 
is being introduced at a time when 
sustainability, traceability and 
compliance have become critical 
requirements for participation in 
the global cocoa market.

Oba Dokun Thompson, the Olo-
ni of  Eti-Oni Osun state said the 
intervention comes at a defining 
moment for Nigeria’s cocoa sector, 
particularly with the EUDR taking 
effect from January 1, 2027.

According to him, the govern-
ment is simultaneously developing 
a national traceability framework 
and data warehouse that will 
strengthen commodity monitoring 
and improve export readiness.

He noted that Nigeria current-
ly produces about 330,000 tonnes 
of  cocoa annually and explained 
that the improved hybrid seedlings 
developed by the Cocoa Research 
Institute of  Nigeria (CRIN) possess 
significant advantages over exist-
ing varieties.

Unlike traditional cocoa trees 
that take between five and seven 
years before fruiting, he said the 
new varieties begin producing 
within about two years, are pest re-
sistant, possess high flavour quali-
ty and have higher yield potential.

Oba Thompson explained that 
while Nigeria’s average cocoa 
yield is about 400 kilogrammes per 
hectare, improved agronomic 
practices could raise productivity 
to about 1.5 tonnes per hectare.

If  properly implemented, he 
said, Nigeria could increase cocoa 
production to about 500,000 tonnes 
within the next five years.

James Oyesola, a member of  the 
National Cocoa Management Com-
mittee (NCMC), shares similar op-
timism but cautions that improved 
seedlings alone cannot transform 
the sector.

He described the programme as 
a commendable and timely inter-

vention, noting that many cocoa 
trees across Nigeria are ageing, 
less productive and increasingly 
vulnerable to pests, diseases and 
climate change.

According to him, the improved 
hybrids mature within about two-
and-a-half  to three years compared 
to four to five years for convention-
al varieties while delivering higher 
yields and improved tolerance to 
pests and diseases.

Drawing comparisons with Gha-
na and Côte d’Ivoire, Oyesola said 
those countries achieved productiv-
ity gains by combining improved 
planting materials with broader 
farmer support programmes.

He described the one million 
seedlings as an important first step 
in what should become a long-term 
cocoa development strategy.

He estimated that the seedlings 
could rehabilitate approximately 
1,000 hectares annually but stressed 
that many more farms across Ni-
geria still require replanting and 
rehabilitation.

Beyond seedling distribution, 
stakeholders argue that farmers 
require a comprehensive support 
system if  the programme is to suc-
ceed.

Oba Thompson who is also the 
Founder  of  the International Co-
coa Diplomacy (ICD), said federal 
and state governments, alongside 
international development agen-
cies, have already begun training 
farmers on improved agricul-
tural practices that address not 
only pests and diseases but also 
the growing impacts of  climate 
change.

He added that the National 
Traceability and Sustainability 
Framework under development 
would incorporate satellite and re-
mote sensing technologies capable 
of  monitoring crop health, predict-
ing yields and warning farmers 
about emerging threats.

According to him, discussions 
are also ongoing with the Federal 

Government on blended finance 
models and green insurance mech-
anisms that would de-risk agricul-
tural investments and encourage 
greater private sector participa-
tion.

“When properly implemented, 
it will greatly benefit farmers and 
completely transform the country’s 
agricultural sector,” he said.

Oyesola, who is also the State 
Cocoa representative and Director 
Tree Crops and Climate Change 
Ministry of  Agriculture, Ogun 
State believes access to affordable 
finance remains one of  the most 
pressing needs because cocoa 
production requires substantial 
investment before farmers begin 
earning income.

He called for low-interest loans, 
credit guarantees and financing 
mechanisms designed specifically 

for cocoa’s long production cycle.
He also stressed the importance 

of  strengthening agricultural ex-
tension services to train farmers 
on planting techniques, pruning, 
soil fertility, pest management, har-
vesting, fermentation, drying and 
climate-smart production methods.

In addition, he said ageing cocoa 
plantations require rehabilitation 
alongside seedling distribution, 
while farmers must have access 
to quality fertilizers, certified ag-
rochemicals, improved farm tools 
and irrigation support where nec-
essary.

Market incentives are equally 
important, he added, arguing that 
farmers are more willing to in-
vest when they receive fair prices 
through stronger market linkages, 
certification programmes and or-
ganised cooperatives.

Oyesola further advocated sus-
tained investment in research and 
digital technologies to improve 
traceability, farm advisory services 
and market information across the 
cocoa value chain.

Beyond production, stakehold-
ers say the future competitiveness 
of  Nigeria’s cocoa industry de-
pends heavily on meeting increas-
ingly stringent international sus-
tainability standards.

Oba Thompson, who serves on 
the National Task Force on Nige-
ria’s EUDR compliance and the 
Joint Steering Committee that 
produced the Federal Govern-
ment’s white paper leading to the 
Memorandum of  Understanding 
between the Federal Ministry of  
Agriculture and Food Security and 
the National Space Research and 
Development Agency (NASRDA), 
described the programme as a care-
fully designed strategy rather than 
a simple seed distribution exercise.

He explained that seedlings 
would be distributed only to ac-
credited farmers through rec-
ognised associations,  allowing 
government to monitor production 
practices, maintain traceability 
and generate the data needed to 
unlock blended finance and other 
programme objectives.

Oyesola also maintained that 
EUDR compliance extends far be-
yond improved seedlings.

He said Nigeria must invest in 
GPS farm mapping, digital trace-
ability systems, farmer registra-
tion, reliable data management 
and institutional monitoring to 
ensure continued access to Euro-
pean markets.

According to him, the National 
Cocoa Management Committee 
has already established a National 
Task Force to drive implementa-
tion.

While acknowledging that Côte 
d’Ivoire and Ghana became global 
cocoa leaders through years of  sus-
tained investment and policy con-
sistency, Oyesola believes Nigeria 
has begun on the right path.

He added that members of  the 
NCMC visited Ghana in 2022 and 

Côte d’Ivoire in 2025 to study suc-
cessful cocoa development models.

Ayo Akinola, a member of  the 
NCMC and Country Focal Person 
for the ICCO-led African Cocoa 
Exchange (AfCX) Programme, 
describes the one million seedling 
initiative as far more than an agri-
cultural intervention.

He argues that although it is 
not a “silver bullet,” it represents 
a major catalyst capable of  rekin-
dling public, private and develop-
ment-sector partnerships across 
Nigeria’s cocoa ecosystem.

According to him, the initiative 
provides an opportunity to deploy 
climate-smart agriculture, preci-
sion farming, digital technologies, 
biodiversity protection, carbon 
credit opportunities and modern 
agribusiness models that align 
with global sustainability expec-
tations.

He believes the programme 
could consolidate fragmented cer-
tification and sustainability initia-
tives already undertaken by private 
companies and development part-
ners.

From a policy standpoint, 
Akinola sees the intervention as a 
call to dismantle the longstanding 
institutional fragmentation that 
has hindered Nigeria’s cocoa in-
dustry.

He argues that Nigeria remains 
the only major cocoa-producing 
country without a central mecha-
nism responsible for coordinating 
regulation and management across 
the sector, despite cocoa being the 
country’s leading non-oil foreign 
exchange earner.

Looking beyond the current in-
tervention, Akinola said the one 
million seedlings form only a small 
component of  the proposed 10-year 
National Cocoa Plan aimed at 
raising production beyond 500,000 
metric tonnes, restoring premium 
prices for Nigerian cocoa, expand-
ing domestic consumption and 
strengthening competitiveness.

To achieve those goals, he called 
for the speedy resolution of  the leg-
islative process establishing the Ni-
gerian Cocoa Management Board 
and the creation of  a cocoa-driven 
commodity exchange platform 
capable of  supporting price dis-
covery, geo-referencing, block-
chain-enabled traceability and a 
more competitive cocoa economy.

Collectively, the stakeholders 
agree that the Federal Govern-
ment’s seedling distribution pro-
gramme has created fresh momen-
tum for Nigeria’s cocoa industry.

However, they maintain that 
achieving higher production, 
stronger export earnings, EUDR 
compliance and global competi-
tiveness will depend not simply on 
distributing improved seedlings, 
but on implementing a compre-
hensive, well-coordinated cocoa de-
velopment strategy that addresses 
production, sustainability, finance, 
traceability, value addition and in-
stitutional reforms simultaneously.

Cocoa Revival: Can Nigeria Hit 500,000 
Tonnes, Reclaim Global Market?

Beyond production, 
stakeholders 
say the future 
competitiveness 
of Nigeria’s cocoa 
industry depends 
heavily on meeting 
increasingly 
stringent 
international 
sustainability 
standards

Abubakar Kyari, Minister of Agriculture and Food Security
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Business

I S A A C  A G B E R

The Gambian Minister of  Tour-
ism, Arts and Culture, Abdoulie 
Jobe, will lead a high-level dele-
gation from the country to the 
2026 edition of  Akwaaba Afri-
can Travel Market in Lagos, as 
The Gambia intensifies efforts 
to promote its tourism potential 
and expand its presence in Nige-
ria and the wider African travel 
market.

The travel trade exhibition is 
scheduled to be held from Septem-
ber 13 to 15, 2026, and will bring 
together major stakeholders from 
Africa’s tourism, travel and avia-
tion industries.

The Gambia Tourism Board 
(GTBoard) said its participation 
in the event would provide an im-
portant opportunity to showcase 
the country’s tourism products, 
strengthen commercial relation-
ships and develop new partner-
ships across the continent.

Ahead of  the main exhibition, 
Team Gambia will host a Desti-
nation Gambia Promotional 
Cocktail Reception on September 
12, bringing together travel agen-
cies, tour operators, airlines and 
aviation stakeholders, logistics 

companies, investors and other 
professionals within the tourism 
value chain.

The reception is expected to 
serve as a strategic networking 
and business platform through 
which the Gambian delegation 
will engage directly with key play-
ers in the African travel industry, 
promote the country’s tourism of-
ferings and explore opportunities 
for investment, partnerships and 
increased visitor traffic.

Minister Jobe will be accom-
panied by the Deputy Permanent 
Secretary, Mrs Amie Njie; Chair-
man of  the Board of  Directors of  
the Gambia Tourism Board, Mr 
Momodou Bamba Saho; and the 
Director General of  the Gambia 
Tourism Board, Mrs Ida Jeng 
Njie.

Other tourism stakeholders 
and industry operators from The 
Gambia are also expected to form 
part of  the delegation.

A major component of  The 
Gambia’s participation at the 2026 
Akwaaba Travel Market will be 

the promotion of  the country as 
an emerging destination for Meet-
ings, Incentives, Conferences and 
Exhibitions (MICE) tourism in 
Africa.

With demand for business 
events, conferences, exhibitions 
and corporate gatherings grow-
ing across the continent, The 
Gambia is seeking to broaden its 
tourism appeal beyond its tradi-
tional leisure market.

The country plans to leverage 
the gathering of  travel profession-
als, tourism operators and indus-
try decision-makers at Akwaaba 
to showcase its capacity to host 
business events and attract cor-
porate travellers.

The Gambian delegation will 
highlight the country’s hospital-
ity facilities, tourism infrastruc-
ture and opportunities for hosting 
conferences, corporate meetings, 
exhibitions and other business-re-
lated gatherings.

The MICE tourism strate-
gy is also expected to open the 
door for stronger collaboration 

between Gambian tourism busi-
nesses and their counterparts in 
Nigeria and other African mar-
kets.

Such partnerships could help 
stimulate increased business 
travel, encourage the develop-
ment of  joint tourism packages 
and strengthen commercial ties 
between The Gambia and Nige-
ria.

Akwaaba African Travel Mar-
ket has become a major meeting 
point for stakeholders in the 
West African and broader Afri-
can tourism industry, bringing 
together destinations, airlines, 
hotels, tour operators, travel agen-
cies and other players seeking to 
establish and expand commercial 
relationships.

For The Gambia, participa-
tion in the 2026 edition represents 
an opportunity to improve desti-
nation visibility in Nigeria, one 
of  the region’s significant travel 
markets, while also deepening en-
gagement with the wider African 
tourism industry

Egbin Power Pledges Increased 
Investment In Education

Gambia Tourism Minister Leads 
Delegation To Akwaaba 2026

Senator Godswill Akpabio, Senate President (left); Pastor Umo Eno, Governor, Akwa Ibom State (middle), and Captain Ruth Adebanwo, Chief Pilot, 
Ibom Air, during the reception of a new Airbus A220-300 aircraft into the fleet of Ibom Air, held at the Victor Attah International Airport, Uyo, Akwa 
Ibom State, on Tuesday.

M O H A M M E D  S H O S A N YA

The Chief  Executive Of-
ficer of  Egbin Power, 
Mokhtar Bounour, has 
reaffirmed the compa-

ny’s commitment to investing 
in education as a driver of  sus-
tainable development in its host 
communities.

He spoke at the commence-
ment of  the 11th edition of  the 
company’s annual scholarship 
programme.

He said his company believes 
that education is one of  the most 
powerful and sustainable ways 
to create that impact, adding that 
scholarship programme is a de-
liberate investment in the future 
of  our communities.”

The programme aligns with 
Sustainable Development Goal 4, 
which focuses on inclusive and eq-
uitable quality education and life-

long learning opportunities for all.
He added:“At Egbin Power, we 

believe our responsibility goes 
beyond generating electricity. We 
also have a responsibility to help 
generate opportunities, nurture 
potential and enable dreams. 
Through this programme, we 
are investing in young people 
who will become the leaders, pro-
fessionals and change-makers of  
tomorrow.

“The legacy we want to build 
is one of  lasting value—where 
quality education becomes a 
foundation for individual prog-
ress, stronger communities and 
a better society. This is our com-
mitment to shared success.

“Parents, teachers and com-
munity leaders continue to play 
an active role in the programme, 
providing valuable support and 
serving as partners in the educa-
tional development and progress 

of  participating students.”
The company reaffirmed its 

commitment to advancing quality 
education and creating meaning-
ful opportunities for young people 
in its host communities.

The scholarship programme 
reflects Egbin Power’s commit-
ment to Sustainable Development 
Goal 4 (SDG 4), which calls for 
“inclusive and equitable quality 
education and the promotion of  
lifelong learning opportunities 
for all.”

Launched as part of  the com-
pany’s Personal Corporate Social 
Responsibility (PCSR) initiative, 
the scholarship programme 
provides free, quality education 
to outstanding students selected 
from primary and secondary 
schools across Egbin Power’s host 
communities.

The 2026 edition begun with 
a pre-test exercise attended by 

more than 250 students from the 
host communities, the company 
said in a statement on Wednesday.

The programme will also 
feature an education fair, boot 
camp, mentorship sessions and 
playgroup activities, designed to 
strengthen participants’ academ-
ic performance while developing 
essential life skills, discipline, con-
fidence and leadership qualities

Beyond education, Egbin Pow-
er continues to implement impact-
ful corporate social responsibility 
initiatives focused on healthcare, 
youth empowerment, community 
infrastructure and human capital 
development, reinforcing its com-
mitment to creating sustainable 
value in its host communities.

Through these initiatives, Eg-
bin Power remains committed to 
being not only a leading power 
generation company, but also a cat-
alyst for opportunity, development.

M O H A M M E D  S H O S A N YA
LAG OS

Indigenous oil and gas company, 
Ingentia Energies Limited, has 
announced the appointment of  
seasoned industry professional, 
Engr. Victor Agbaroji, as its new 
Managing Director/Chief  Execu-
tive Officer,

His appointment took effect 
on September 1, 2026, with a com-
mitment to consolidate existing 
achievements and drive the com-
pany into a new phase of  growth. 

The unveiling ceremony, held 
in Lagos, marked the formal tran-
sition of  leadership from the out-
going Interim Managing Director, 
Engr. Charles Odita, who success-
fully steered the company over the 
past six months.

Speaking, Engr. Odita de-
scribed his tenure from March 
to August 2026 as an exciting and 
productive period during which 
the company recorded significant 
milestones.

“It is my privilege today to hand 
over the affairs of  Ingentia Ener-
gies Limited to the incoming Man-
aging Director, Engr. Victor Ag-
baroji. The company has achieved 
a lot within the last six months; it is 
our desire that the new Managing 
Director will take us to the next 
level and I am confident that as an 
industry veteran, he would “hit the 
ground running” and accelerate 
the company’s growth trajectory.’’

In his acceptance remarks, 
Engr. Agbaroji mentioned the 
achievements recorded under 
Odita’s leadership and pledged to 

build on the solid foundation al-
ready established.

He said: “Our immediate fo-
cus is to consolidate and sustain 
the gains we have made. Ingentia 
Energies has set the pace among 
its peers in growing the compa-
ny since the acquisition of  its li-
cence, and we intend to maintain 
that momentum, holding in high 
esteem our company’s greatest 
assets-people, and taking into rec-
ognition the importance of  safety, 
talent development, innovation 
and cost competitiveness. IEL will 
ensure that our people work safe-
ly and return home to their loved 
ones every day.

“At the same time, we will con-
tinue to develop talents, improve 
efficiency, embrace innovative 
ways of  creating value, and deliver 
strong returns to our shareholders 
and stakeholders while affirming 
our commitment to supporting 
Nigeria’s energy aspirations, 
including the national target of  
increasing crude oil production 
to three million barrels per day”’.

Engr. Agbaroji brings over 
31 years of  extensive experience 
spanning the entire oil and gas val-
ue chain. He began his career as a 
well test engineer, working across 
several fields before joining Shell 
as a Reservoir Engineer. During 
his distinguished career, he held 
key positions in operations engi-
neering, corporate petroleum en-
gineering, corporate planning and 
economics, where he contributed 
to portfolio optimisation initiatives 
that supported the emergence of  
Nigeria’s indigenous marginal 
field operators.

I S A A C  A G B E R

The Lagos Chapter of  the Associ-
ation of  Professional Women En-
gineers of  Nigeria (APWEN) has 
honoured the Director of  Safety 
Electronics and Engineering Ser-
vices at the Nigerian Airspace 
Management Agency (NAMA), 
Engr. Terese Ihenachor, with 
its Outstanding Public Service 
Award.

The award was presented to 
Ihenachor during the maiden 
APWEN Lagos Engineering 
Summit 2026, in recognition of  
her contributions to engineering 
excellence, public service, wom-
en’s empowerment and profes-
sional development.

According to the associa-
tion’s citation, Ihenachor was 
recognised “for her outstanding 
commitment to engineering 
excellence, empowerment of  
women engineers and sustain-
able professional development.”

The honour celebrates her 
growing influence within Nige-
ria’s engineering and aviation 
sectors, particularly her leader-
ship of  one of  the most critical 
technical directorates responsi-
ble for maintaining infrastruc-
ture that supports the safety and 
efficiency of  air navigation ser-
vices across the country.

APWEN said the award was 
aimed at celebrating women 
whose leadership and profession-
al achievements were positively 
influencing other women while 

advancing engineering, inno-
vation and efficiency in public 
service.

Ihenachor made history 
in December 2023 when she 
emerged as NAMA’s first female 
substantive Director of  Safety 
Electronics and Engineering 
Services.

Her appointment represented 
a major milestone for women in 
Nigeria’s aviation and engineer-
ing industries, particularly in a 
sector traditionally dominated 
by men.

Since taking office, Ihenachor 
has provided strategic leadership 
for the maintenance, moderni-
sation and improvement of  the 
reliability of  NAMA’s Communi-
cations, Navigation and Surveil-
lance/Air Traffic Management 
infrastructure nationwide.

The directorate plays a cru-
cial role in ensuring that the 
technical facilities required for 
aircraft to operate safely and effi-
ciently within Nigerian airspace 
remain functional and reliable.

Under her leadership, NAMA 
said significant progress had 
been made in the upgrade and 
deployment of  critical commu-
nication, navigational and sur-
veillance facilities across the 
country.

The agency said she had also 
strengthened maintenance pro-
cedures for safety-critical sys-
tems and improved technical 
planning and operational coor-
dination within the directorate.

New MD Of Ingentia Assumes 
Office, Promises Growth, 
Operational Excellence

APWEN Honours NAMA’s First 
Female Engineering Director
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B I S H O P  D R .  J O S E P H 
I G H A L O - E D O R O

History often conceals its deep-
est truths beneath the pol-
ished language of  diplomacy, 
commerce and civilization. 

Nations rarely acknowledge the full 
forces that shaped their rise until the 
passage of  time makes denial impos-
sible. Africa represents one of  those 
enduring truths. It is the birthplace of  
humanity, home to extraordinary cul-
tural diversity, custodian of  immense 
biodiversity and one of  the most richly 
endowed continents on earth. It possess-
es abundant reserves of  oil, natural gas, 
gold, diamonds, platinum, cobalt, cop-
per, manganese, lithium, uranium, rare 
earth minerals and vast arable land. It 
is also home to the world’s youngest and 
fastest-growing population. Yet, despite 
these remarkable advantages, Africa 
has long been portrayed as a continent 
defined by poverty, instability, disease 
and dependence. This contradiction 
raises an important question. Why has 
a continent blessed with such extraor-
dinary human and natural wealth re-
mained economically underpowered? 
More importantly, why have successive 
global powers continued to compete so 
intensely for influence across Africa? 
Is the renewed international race for 
Africa genuinely about partnership, 
or is it another chapter in a much older 
struggle for strategic advantage?

No serious examination of  Africa’s 
place in the modern international 
system can ignore the transatlantic 
slave trade. The prosperity that ac-
companied the rise of  Europe and the 
Americas cannot be fully understood 
without acknowledging the enormous 
contribution of  millions of  enslaved 
Africans whose labour transformed 
agriculture, commerce and industry. 
They cultivated sugar, cotton and to-
bacco, expanded plantations, enriched 
merchants, strengthened financial in-
stitutions and generated wealth that 
later fuelled industrialisation. Scien-
tific innovation and technological ad-
vancement undoubtedly contributed to 
Western development, yet the economic 
foundations upon which those achieve-
ments were built were also reinforced 
by centuries of  coerced African labour. 
While distant economies accumulated 
unprecedented wealth, many African 
societies experienced demographic de-
cline, political disruption and economic 
dislocation whose consequences contin-
ue to shape development today.

When slavery gradually became 
morally indefensible, imperial ambi-
tion simply adopted a different form. 
The Berlin Conference of  1884–1885 es-
tablished the framework through which 
European powers partitioned almost an 
entire continent with little regard for 
existing kingdoms, ethnic communi-
ties or long-established trade networks. 
Borders were drawn with rulers rather 
than history. Communities with distinct 
identities were merged into single colo-
nial territories while others with shared 
histories were divided by artificial fron-
tiers. Those colonial boundaries remain 
largely intact and continue to influence 
political tensions, security challenges 
and questions of  national identity 
across Africa.

Colonialism was fundamentally an 
economic enterprise. Africa supplied 
rubber, cocoa, palm oil, gold, copper, 
diamonds and countless other raw ma-
terials required by Europe’s expanding 
industries. Railways, roads and ports 
were designed primarily to transport 

resources from the interior to coastal 
ports for export rather than to stimu-
late integrated African economies. The 
result was an extractive economic struc-
ture in which colonies exported raw ma-
terials while importing finished prod-
ucts. Although political independence 
dismantled the colonial administration, 
many African economies inherited this 
pattern and continue to wrestle with its 
consequences.

The striking reality is that history ap-
pears to be repeating itself, although the 
methods have changed. Gunboats have 
largely been replaced by investment 
agreements, infrastructure financing, 
commercial partnerships, digital tech-
nology and long-term resource con-
tracts. The transition towards renew-
able energy, electric vehicles, artificial 
intelligence and advanced manufactur-
ing has created unprecedented demand 
for strategic minerals such as cobalt, 
lithium, graphite, manganese, copper 
and rare earth elements. Once again, 
Africa occupies the centre of  a global 
economic transformation because be-
neath its soil lies many of  the resources 
essential for the industries of  the future. 
The Democratic Republic of  the Congo 
remains the world’s leading source of  
cobalt. Zimbabwe possesses important 
lithium reserves. South Africa domi-
nates global production of  platinum 
group metals and manganese, while 
countries such as Guinea, Zambia, Na-
mibia and Nigeria possess significant 
deposits of  bauxite, copper, uranium 
and emerging lithium resources. Con-
trol of  these supply chains has become 
a strategic priority for every major 
economy.

This renewed interest inevitably 
provokes legitimate questions across 
Africa. Is today’s engagement truly 
based on mutual development, or does it 
represent a more sophisticated version 
of  historical extraction? The answer is 
neither entirely optimistic nor entirely 
cynical. Unlike the colonial era, African 
governments now negotiate with mul-
tiple international partners, diversify 
investment sources and increasingly 
exercise collective influence through re-
gional institutions. Yet unequal bargain-
ing power, illicit financial flows, debt 
pressures, weak institutions and lim-
ited domestic industrial capacity still 
allow enormous wealth to leave the con-
tinent without creating sufficient value 
at home. The challenge is therefore not 
whether Africa should engage the wid-
er world. Modern economies cannot 
flourish in isolation. The real question 
is whether Africa will negotiate from a 
position of  strategic confidence rather 
than historical vulnerability.

Perhaps Africa’s greatest asset is 
not found beneath its soil but within its 
people. While many developed societies 
confront ageing populations, declining 
birth rates and labour shortages, Africa 
is becoming progressively younger. By 
the middle of  this century, roughly one 
in every four people on earth is expected 
to be African. Such demographic mo-
mentum represents one of  the defining 
geopolitical realities of  the twenty-first 
century. If  matched with sustained 
investment in education, healthcare, 
industrialisation, technology and vo-
cational skills, Africa’s youthful popu-
lation could become one of  the world’s 
greatest engines of  innovation and 
economic growth. If  neglected, however, 
the same demographic advantage could 
deepen unemployment, migration pres-
sures and instability. Population alone 
is not destiny. Leadership determines 
whether demographic potential be-

comes national prosperity or a missed 
historic opportunity.

Africa’s greatest transformation 
may ultimately emerge not from its 
mineral wealth but from the ingenuity 
of  its people. Across the continent, sci-
entists are advancing medical research, 
engineers are developing financial tech-
nologies that have transformed digital 
payments, entrepreneurs are mod-
ernising agriculture, software devel-
opers are building globally competitive 
applications and universities continue 
to produce scholars whose influence 
extends well beyond national borders. 
In many cases, innovation has flour-
ished because necessity demanded it. 
Limited traditional infrastructure has 
encouraged technological leapfrogging, 
enabling several African countries to 
adopt new digital solutions without first 
passing through older industrial mod-
els. Technology hubs in Lagos, Nairo-
bi, Kigali, Cape Town and other rapidly 
growing cities now attract international 
investors searching for the next genera-
tion of  global innovation.

Africa’s cultural influence has be-
come equally impossible to ignore. Mu-
sic, literature, fashion, film and visual 
arts have reshaped global perceptions 
of  the continent far more effectively 
than decades of  official diplomacy. 
Nigerian Afrobeats, South African 
Amapiano and other contemporary 
African musical movements dominate 
international charts and festivals. Afri-
can authors command worldwide read-
ership, while filmmakers, designers 
and artists increasingly shape global 
creative industries. This growing cul-
tural influence demonstrates that soft 
power can be every bit as consequential 
as military strength or economic size. 
Narratives shape perceptions, percep-
tions influence policy and creativity 
itself  has become a valuable economic 
resource.

Sport offers another compelling 
example of  Africa’s contribution to 
the modern world. European football 
clubs depend heavily on African talent, 
athletics continues to be enriched by 
competitors from Kenya, Ethiopia and 

many other African nations, while Af-
rican athletes increasingly excel in bas-
ketball, boxing, rugby and numerous 
Olympic events. Yet many observers 
continue to question why a continent 
that consistently produces world-class 
athletes captures only a fraction of  the 
commercial value generated by global 
sport. Some attribute this imbalance 
to structural inequalities within inter-
national sporting institutions, while 
others point to inadequate domestic 
investment and governance. Whatever 
explanation one accepts, Africa contin-
ues to export exceptional talent while 
retaining comparatively little of  the 
economic rewards.

The debate about Africa’s future ul-
timately returns to leadership. History 
repeatedly demonstrates that natural 
resources alone do not create prosper-
ous nations. Institutions, discipline, 
vision and accountable governance 
determine whether wealth becomes a 
blessing or a burden. Some of  Africa’s 
most influential statesmen understood 
this reality long before it became fash-
ionable. Kwame Nkrumah argued that 
political independence would remain 
incomplete without economic eman-
cipation and continental unity. Julius 
Nyerere championed self-reliance, 
education and human dignity. Patrice 
Lumumba became an enduring symbol 
of  African sovereignty, while Thomas 
Sankara challenged dependency and 
insisted that Africans should define 
development according to their own 
priorities rather than external prescrip-
tions. Nelson Mandela demonstrated 
that reconciliation, justice and moral 
authority could become instruments of  
national renewal. Though their philos-
ophies differed, they shared a common 
conviction that Africa should become 
an active author of  world history rather 
than merely one of  its subjects.

That aspiration continues to find 
expression in the African Continental 
Free Trade Area, an ambitious effort 
to integrate the continent’s economies 
into a more dynamic common market. 
If  successfully implemented, greater re-
gional trade, stronger manufacturing 
capacity, improved infrastructure and 
coordinated economic policies could sig-
nificantly strengthen Africa’s collective 
bargaining position in an increasingly 
competitive global economy. The objec-
tive extends beyond commerce. It seeks 
to retain greater value within Africa, 
create employment, expand industrial 
production and reduce excessive depen-
dence on external markets.

Encouragingly, several African coun-
tries demonstrate that effective institu-
tions and long-term planning can deliv-
er remarkable progress. Botswana has 
built one of  Africa’s strongest records 
of  political stability through prudent 
management of  its mineral wealth. 
Rwanda has attracted international 
attention through investments in tech-
nology, public administration and ur-
ban development, even as debates about 
political freedoms continue. Mauritius 
has diversified its economy well beyond 
tourism, while Cape Verde has shown 
that limited natural resources need not 
prevent sound governance or econom-
ic resilience. These examples are not 
perfect models, but they illustrate that 
geography alone does not determine 
national destiny.

A new generation of  African entre-
preneurs, innovators, researchers and 
business founders is also redefining 
leadership beyond government. In-
creasingly, young Africans are build-
ing technology companies, renewable 

energy enterprises, agricultural innova-
tions and creative industries that com-
pete internationally while remaining 
rooted on African soil. Their confidence 
reflects a profound psychological trans-
formation. Previous generations often 
viewed emigration as the principal path 
to opportunity. Today, many increas-
ingly seek to create opportunity within 
Africa while engaging confidently with 
global markets. Nations rise not only 
through investment but through belief  
in their own possibilities.

Nevertheless, optimism must 
remain balanced with realism. Cor-
ruption continues to divert resources 
from development. Electoral disputes 
weaken democratic institutions in some 
countries. Armed conflict, violent ex-
tremism and unconstitutional changes 
of  government still threaten stability 
in parts of  the continent. Educational 
systems often struggle to equip rapidly 
expanding populations with the skills 
demanded by modern industries, while 
infrastructure deficits and dependence 
on commodity exports continue to con-
strain economic transformation. These 
challenges require African solutions, 
African accountability and African 
political courage. To attribute every 
difficulty solely to external interference 
would underestimate Africa’s own ca-
pacity for reform. Equally, to ignore the 
continuing influence of  international 
strategic interests would misunder-
stand the realities of  global politics. 
Both truths exist simultaneously.

This brings us back to the question 
that frames this discussion. Who is 
afraid of  Africa? Perhaps the answer is 
more nuanced than the question itself. 
Nations rarely fear prosperity. They 
fear the redistribution of  influence that 
accompanies changing economic and 
political power. Every established power 
seeks to preserve strategic advantages, 
secure access to critical resources and 
protect markets that sustain its pros-
perity. As Africa’s population expands, 
as its consumer markets deepen, as its 
technological capacity grows and as its 
control over strategic minerals becomes 
increasingly indispensable to the indus-
tries of  the future, global competition 
for influence across the continent will 
inevitably intensify.

The decisive question therefore is not 
whether Africa will matter. That debate 
has already been settled. The real ques-
tion is whether Africans themselves 
will transform immense potential into 
enduring prosperity through unity, in-
tegrity, visionary leadership and strong 
institutions. The nineteenth century 
underestimated Africa’s resilience. The 
twentieth century underestimated Afri-
ca’s determination to reclaim political 
sovereignty. The twenty-first century 
must not underestimate Africa’s eco-
nomic, demographic and intellectual 
awakening. The continent that once 
supplied labour for distant empires now 
supplies world-class athletes, globally 
celebrated artists, technological inno-
vators, critical minerals and one of  the 
youngest workforces on earth. Africa is 
no longer merely a participant in global 
history. It is steadily becoming one of  
its principal architects. The future will 
belong to Africa not through historical 
entitlement or demographic inevita-
bility, but through the choices Africans 
make today. If  those choices are guided 
by courage, discipline and vision, the 
question will no longer be who is afraid 
of  Africa. The question will instead be 
who recognised early enough that Afri-
ca’s rise had become one of  the defining 
realities of  the twenty-first century.

Foreign Affairs

Why The World’s Last Frontier May Be The 
Biggest Geopolitical Anxiety For The West

The decisive 
question therefore is 
not whether Africa 
will matter. That 
debate has already 
been settled. The 
real question is 
whether Africans 
themselves will 
transform immense 
potential into 
enduring prosperity 
through unity, 
integrity, visionary 
leadership and 
strong institutions
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How Ice And Rock Triggered 
Nepal’s Catastrophic Flood
U M E S H  H A R I TA S H YA

The catastrophic flood 
that killed hundreds of  
people in Nepal on Aug. 
26, 2026, and left many 

more missing likely began with 
falling ice and rock crashing 
into the river below, but that 
wasn’t the end of  the disaster. 
Days later, a new lake pooled be-
hind the debris and then burst, 
sending more water streaming 
through the valley.

The destruction represents 
two of  the ways rising tempera-
tures, thawing permafrost and 
melting ice are increasing the 
risk of  destructive floods in 
the Himalayas and other high 
mountain regions around the 
world.

I am a geologist and part of  
an ad hoc international group 
of  50-plus scientists who meet 
quickly after mountain disas-
ters to analyze satellite images 
and field data to get information 
out to the public. This is what 
we’ve learned so far about the 
disaster and the region’s rising 
risks from climate change.

The flood disaster in Nepal
Evidence from satellites and 

seismic data we have reviewed 
suggest that an enormous mass 
of  bedrock and glacier ice broke 
off  a slope north of  Langtang 
Lirung and slammed into the 
valley about 4,000 feet (1,200 
meters) below – that’s a dis-
tance roughly three times the 
height of  the Eiffel Tower. The 
landslide shook the earth hard 
enough to register as a magni-
tude 5.2 event on seismometers, 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
confirmed.

The result was a slurry of  
melting ice, rock and water that 
quickly flowed into the river.

We have a rough idea of  
how much ice fell, and it likely 
wouldn’t have been enough to 
trigger the magnitude of  the 
flood that followed. One theory 
is that the rock and ice briefly 
dammed the valley, allowing 
water to back up in the river.

When that blockage broke, 
a wall of  water rushed down-
stream – reaching towns, taking 
hundreds of  lives and destroy-
ing infrastructure. Hundreds 
more people were stranded by 
the flood.

Second threat: The lake that formed, 
then burst

The disaster wasn’t finished 
when the first wall of  water 
passed. Within a day, authori-
ties warned that a new “barrier 
lake” estimated to hold a few 
million cubic meters of  water 
had developed behind avalanche 
and flood debris where two 
rivers meet in Tibet, a region 
of  China, before crossing into 
Nepal.

On Aug. 28, the barrier lake 
broke its bank and the river 
rose again. Helicopter search 
operations were briefly sus-

pended while rescuers and 
residents on the lower banks 
scrambled to high ground. The 
immediate danger eased only 
when the barrier drained grad-
ually rather than collapsing all 
at once.

This is the crux of  why 
these events are so dangerous: 
A temporary, debris-choked 
dam can form in minutes, 
hold for hours or days, and 
fail with little warning. An 
avalanche-dammed lake often 
appears and disappears too 
quickly for conventional moni-
toring to catch.

Risks are rising
We’re seeing disasters like 

this happen frequently.
In 2021, a similar rock and 

ice avalanche in India’s Ut-
tarakhand state sent about 950 
million cubic feet (27 million 
cubic meters) of  rock and ice – 
roughly 80% rock, 20% ice – cas-
cading down from Ronti Peak. 
It destroyed one hydropower 
plant, badly damaged another 
and killed or left missing about 
200 people, many of  them dam 
workers.

In 2025, roughly 335 million 
cubic feet (9.5 million cubic 
meters) of  rock and ice fell 
from the Birch Glacier in the 
Swiss Alps, burying most of  the 
village of  Blatten; only advance 
monitoring and the evacuation 
of  more than 300 residents kept 
the death toll to one.

The number of  glacial lakes 
has also increased around the 
world, raising the risk of  out-
burst floods. And more moun-
tain slopes are now at risk of  
landslides than in the past.

In 2023, thawing permafrost 
led to a rock collapse into South 
Lhonak Lake in Sikkim, India, 
generating a wave that burst 
through the moraine holding 
back the glacial lake. The out-
burst flood sent more than 13 
billion gallons (50 million cubic 
meters) of  water rushing down 
the mountain, damaging several 
dams, more than 25,000 build-
ings and more than 30 bridges.

Climate change is one major 
contributor to rising disaster 
risk.

The last 10 years have been 
the warmest on record globally, 
and that has accelerated snow 
and glacier melt.

Populations are growing, too, 
and these valleys are increas-
ingly being used to generate 
hydropower. As countries build 
more infrastructure in these 
places, the hazard risk rises be-
cause more people and develop-
ment sit in the flood’s path.

The valley where the latest 
disaster occurred held multiple 
hydropower plants – Nepal’s 
electricity authority said the 
flood knocked about a dozen 
major generation and transmis-
sion facilities offline. Bridges 
and a major border crossing, 
the Gyirong Port gateway 
between Nepal and China, were 
also destroyed. It became a ca-
tastrophe because of  where the 
water, rock and mud landed.

Thawing permafrost, geology raise 
flood risk

Together with the neighbor-
ing Hindu Kush mountains, the 
rugged Himalayas that stretch 
across Asia contain one of  the 
world’s largest volumes of  ice. 

They’re sometimes called the 
“third pole” for that reason.

As temperatures have risen, 
their ice loss rates roughly 
doubled since 2000, according 
to studies from the Nepal-based 
International Center for Inte-
grated Mountain Development, 
or ICIMOD.

And it isn’t only the glaciers 
that are melting. High moun-
tain slopes are also held to-
gether by permafrost – ground 
that stays frozen year-round 
– with ice filling the cracks and 
joints in the rock like a natural 
cement. As that frozen ground 
warms and ice inside thaws, 
the cement weakens, and slopes 
that stood for thousands of  
years can lose their grip.

Meltwater from snow and ice 
seeps into cracks in the rock. 
Where it refreezes, it can pry 
those cracks wider. Where it 
stays liquid, it acts as a lubri-
cant along the surfaces where 
rock and ice meet.

On a steep cliff, these wa-
ter-filled fractures can some-
times be the difference between 
a face that holds and one that 
gives way all at once – sending 
millions of  tons of  rock and 
ice into the valley below in 
seconds.

Not every thaw ends in di-
saster. But rising temperatures 
steadily load the dice: more 
slopes lose their frozen glue, 
more meltwater works its way 
into the cracks, and the odds of  
a catastrophic collapse rise year 
after year.

In the 2021 disaster in Uttara-
khand, thawing likely contrib-
uted to the collapse of  a large 
slab of  rock and ice on the face 

of  Ronti Peak.
Early indications in Nepal 

point to a similar story: a large 
mass of  rock and ice detach-
ing from a mountainside and 
falling, triggering the August 
2026 flood. Comparing satellite 
images of  the site from before 
and after, first posted by my 
colleague Dan Shugar, we have 
also noticed that a lot of  snow 
had disappeared in the days 
preceding the flood. That snow-
melt had to go somewhere – and 
it may have supplied the water 
that lubricated the rockfall.

How to lower the risk
From a risk standpoint, some 

areas of  these mountains are 
extremely dangerous today.

To help protect people, early 
warning systems are crucial. 
When a flood starts, people 
living farther down the valley 
might have several minutes to 
get to safety before the water ar-
rives – and minutes are enough 
to save lives.

Nepal has warning systems 
in place, and they have been 
credited with preventing casual-
ties in the past. But the warn-
ing systems rely heavily on 
river-level gauges, which work 
far better for monsoon floods 
than for a wall of  water moving 
tens of  meters per second – and 
the flood itself  likely destroyed 
the very gauges the warning 
systems depend on.

Building redundancy into 
the system would help, such 
as adding seismic sensors that 
detect a large mass movement 
the instant it happens, sirens 
and loudspeakers in valley-bot-
tom settlements, radio and 
satellite-based cell broadcasts 
that don’t rely on a single tower 
that a flood can sweep away, and 
automatic alerts triggered when 
an avalanche and sudden water 
and sediment level in the river 
jumps.

Knowing the risks can also 
improve permit decisions 
for hydropower dams, roads 
and buildings in high-hazard 
corridors – and it can push 
monitoring beyond the famil-
iar checklist of  large glacial 
lakes to hanging glaciers, 
steep ice-and-rock slopes, per-
mafrost, and the short-lived 
debris dams that can be just as 
deadly.

Regional cooperation is also 
important. When rivers cross 
borders or a transboundary 
glacial lake has potential to fail, 
the disaster doesn’t stop at the 
border. The water that devastat-
ed Nepal began on the Tibetan 
side, and the barrier lake that 
threatened a second surge sat 
right on the frontier.

Umesh Haritashya is Professor of  
Earth, Environment and Sustain-
ability, and Director of  Sustainabili-
ty Programs, University of  Dayton.

Source: THE CONVERSATION 
(https://theconversation.com), Au-
gust 29, 2026.

XXXX
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The reigning champions 
meet the assigned clos-
est challengers in to-
day's Premier League 

main event, which sees Arsenal 
welcome Chelsea to the Emir-
ates Stadium for a mouth-wa-
tering London derby.

Neither side has slipped up 
in any competition yet this 
season, but at least one 100% 
record will cease to exist when 
Mikel Arteta and Xabi Alonso 
shake hands.

On-field elation and off-field 
exasperation has been the 
theme for Arsenal since the 
new campaign kicked off, as a 
gritty 1-0 triumph over Aston 
Villa on August 31 was soon 
overshadowed by an activi-
ty-less transfer deadline day.

While Mikel Arteta and An-
drea Berta sanctioned multiple 
attacking exits - Gabriel Jesus, 
Ethan Nwaneri and new record 
sale Gabriel Martinelli - not a 
single reinforcement arrived 
on September 1, as the Gunners 
failed to seduce Julian Alvarez 
into a U-turn and opted not to 
firm up their interest in Malick 
Fofana.

One all-too common injury in 
the final third now has the po-
tential to derail Arsenal's title 
defence - at least in the eyes of  
glass-half-empty Gooners - but 
three wins, three clean sheets 
and seven goals from the cur-
rent crop is hardly bad going.

However, there is both a 
crowd and a collector's item 
for Arsenal, who have only won 
their first three matches of  a 
Premier League season once in 
the last 21 years - that streak 
came in the 2022-23 campaign.

Capital clashes have been 
the hosts' forte in recent years, 
though, as Arsenal have avoid-
ed defeat in each of  their last 
16 Premier League London der-
bies, earning 12 victories and 
playing out four stalemates.

At the opposite end of  the 
perfection scale, Chelsea's un-
blemished record in 2026-27 
thus far has been built on an 
astounding attack rather than 
a diligent defence, evidenced 
by a league-high 12 goals being 
scored in the Blues' two out-
ings.

Chelsea's unmissable 4-3 
success over Brighton & Hove 
Albion belongs in the 'Prime 
Barclays' category, as Xabi 
Alonso's men raced into a 3-0 
lead, were pegged back to 3-2, 
restored a two-goal advantage 
and survived an injury-time 
scare to prevail.

Only goal difference is keep-

ing the visitors below Arsenal 
in the Premier League table at 
the time of  writing, and Chel-
sea could now win their open-
ing four games of  a season in all 
tournaments for the first time 
since 2016-17 - Antonio Conte's 
title-winning campaign, if  they 
can overcome the champions at 
the Emirates Stadium today.

Fast starts have been key 
to the Blues' success so far, as 
Alonso's men are just the sec-
ond Premier League team in 
history to score in the first four 
minutes of  their opening two 
games of  a season, following 
in the footsteps of  the 2002-03 
Bolton Wanderers unit.

However, Chelsea have been 
bested in each of  their last 
three matches against Arse-
nal, who have gone over five 
years without suffering defeat 
to their London rivals, last end-
ing up on the wrong end of  the 
scoreline in August 2021.

FORM & INJURIES
The champions' success at 

Villa Park did come at a cost, as 

both Declan Rice and Cristhian 
Mosquera were forced off  be-
fore the end, and the latter was 
missing from Arsenal training 
on Thursday alongside Bruno 
Guimaraes.

Mosquera's concern should 
open the door for Ezri Konsa to 
make his full debut in the heart 
of  defence, but Rice was ob-
served on the practice pitches 
during the week and is expected 
to be given the green light.

Meanwhile, Jurrien Timber 
(groin) is back in individual 
training but will not be ready 
for the London derby, and the 
same goes for William Saliba, 
likely to spend months more 
out with a back problem.

On Chelsea's end, the £125m 
sale of  Enzo Fernandez to Man-
chester City - while inevitable 
- was untimely, as Moises Caice-
do aggravated a previous injury 
in the win over Brighton and 
is not guaranteed to feature on 
Sunday.

The clash with the cham-
pions should have marked 
Lamine Camara's likely debut 

date, but after Monaco aston-
ishingly pulled the plug on the 
midfielder's transfer - leaving 
Chelsea seething - Malo Gusto 
and Romeo Lavia could hold the 
fort in the engine room again.

Jordan Henderson (wrist) 
and Marco Palestra (unspeci-
fied) are also out of  contention 
for Chelsea, whose talisman 
Cole Palmer could bag his 50th 
Premier League Blues goal on 
his 99th appearance this week-
end.

HEAD-TO-HEAD
Since the start of  2022, these 

two London rivals have met 11 
times, with Arsenal winning 
eight of  them and losing none. 
This is quite the contrast com-
pared to what came before. Be-
tween 2004 and 2015, the pair 
met 28 times across all competi-
tions, which produced a miserly 
four Arsenal wins.

That though has flipped dra-
matically. Since a 2-1 win for 
Frank Lampard's team in 2019, 
this coming in only Mikel Arte-
ta's second game in charge, the 

Blues have won only one of  16 
encounters with the Gunners, 
while Arteta and his team have 
enjoyed 11 victories. Of  the 18 
clubs Arteta has met ten or 
more times as a manager, only 
against Leeds United, Leicester 
City, Crystal Palace and Wolver-
hampton Wanderers does he 
boast a higher points-per-game.

Arsenal and Chelsea clash 
in the Carabao Cup semifinals 
earlier this year, with Arsenal 
3-2 winners at Stamford Bridge, 
before a last-gasp 1-0 victory 
at home sparked wild celebra-
tions.

That was Havertz's third goal 
for Arsenal against Chelsea at 
the Emirates, which is more 
goals than the Blues themselves 
have scored in N5 for over five 
years. Chelsea's only two goals 
at the Emirates since 2021 have 
been Piero Hincapié's own goal, 
while the other was scored by 
Noni Madueke.

Arteta's team have drawn 
their last three Premier League 

Can Chelsea's Free-Scoring Attack 
Breach Arsenal's Mean Defence?
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Action during the two teams outing last season
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"Blues Have Announced Themselves As Title Contenders"

visits to Stamford Bridge, a 
streak they'll be seeking to 
end when the pair clash on the 
King's Road in early-March. 
At home however, it has been 
pure dominance against Chel-
sea, with Arsenal winning their 
last five encounters at the Emir-
ates, including a 5-0 demolition 
in 2024. Before this sequence of  
five in a row, Arsenal had won 
only six of  21 home matches 
against their hated cross-city 
rivals since the Invincibles sea-
son.

So, what will happen in to-
day's blockbuster encounter? 
So far this year, Alonso's team, 
as said earlier, had enjoyed a 3-2 
victory at Craven Cottage, be-
fore last weekend's crazy 4-3 win 
over Brighton & Hove Albion at 
Stamford Bridge. Of  course, the 
Morgan Rogers, Cole Palmer 
and João Pedro front three has 
looked exhilarating and fright-
ening, but Arteta will surely be 
looking forward to facing a side 
that has shipped five goals in 
two games.

Across these matches too, the 
Blues' opponents, Arsenal, have 
racked up seven big chances, at-
tempted 29 shots, of  which 12 
have been on target, and accu-
mulated an xG figure of  1.74. 
Most interesting of  all though 
is the fact that Chelsea had just 
38% possession against Fulham, 
and then only 26% a week ago.

The latter was the lowest 
they have ever recorded in any 
Premier League match since 
records began. These are both 
partially due to the fact Chel-
sea have gone in front after just 
30 seconds and then three and 
a half  minutes, changing the 

game-state.
On the flip side, Arteta's 

team are yet to concede a goal 
in three matches this season, 
while Aston Villa who they last 
defeated mustered zero shots on 
target on Monday.

This sets up a fascinating 
fixture today, one that Gooners 
will hope goes the same way as 
Chelsea's recent visits to North 
London.

Meanwhile, ex-England 
striker, Peter Crouch, has 
backed Chelsea to get the bet-
ter of  Arsenal and throw a ‘cat 
amongst the pigeons’ in today's 
game.

"Great game! Two teams 
looking good as well,’ Crouch 
said on That Peter Crouch Pod-
cast while previewing the clash.

"Joao Pedro, for me, I love 
watching him play football. 
He’s a player that enjoys his 
football and he just looks like 
he enjoys his football.

"I’ve been thinking about 
this since the first game against 
Fulham, I think he’ll get goals 
this season. I just think he’ll 
score goals.

"Pedro Neto looks sharp and 
creative. They’ve got some cre-
ative players in that team."

Chelsea have looked to bring 
some stability at the back by 
capturing Aston Villa goal-
keeper Emiliano Martinez as a 
replacement for the error-prone 
Robert Sanchez.

But Crouch believes the Ar-
gentine’s arrival alone may not 
be enough to stop the Blues 
shipping goals against Arsenal.

"The only problem here [for 
Chelsea] is defensively, I think 
Chelsea will concede," the for-

mer Liverpool and Tottenham 
forward added.

"I love the Emiliano Martinez 
signing, I think it’s a brilliant 
signing. How you get a World 
Cup-winning, dominant leader 
for £7million in this climate… 
I think that’s unreal, that’s a 
great signing.

"I think Chelsea will concede 
goals, Brighton  scored three 
against them.

"I think they’ll concede goals 
but I think there will be goals, it 

will be interesting to see.
"I’m going to put the cat 

amongst the pigeons and I’m 
going to go for a 3-2 Chelsea 
win. I think they’ve announced 
themselves as title contenders."

However, Sports Mole anal-
ysis believe differently, admit-
ting that Arsenal have upper 
hand in the contest. To Sports 
Mole, if  there was ever a match 
that screamed defence versus 
attack, Arsenal versus Chelsea 
is the dictionary definition, 

saying the Gunners' perfect 
rearguard record in 2026-27 is 
surely destined to end on Sun-
day.

"The hosts have undoubted-
ly left themselves too light in 
attack, but with a clean bill of  
health in the final third - for 
now - Arteta's side still have 
our vote to expose Chelsea's 
defensive vulnerabilities and 
pass the first major test of  their 
title credentials," read the com-
ments from the team.
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Naomi Osaka won the US Open in 2018 and 2020
Arthur Ashe Stadium, the US Open's main arena, has a 
capacity above 23,000 

Dart is ranked 131st in the world

Kyrgios has won one and lost three of 
his four singles matches this year

100 Influencers Invited To US Open 
Spark Debate On 'Tennis Etiquette'

Kyrgios Gets One-Month Ban 
For Positive Cocaine Test

Nick Kyrgios is eligible to return 
to tennis after accepting a one-
month ban for testing positive 
for cocaine.

The Australian, 31, was provisional-
ly suspended on August 4 after a sam-
ple he submitted during the Mallorca 
Open in June was found to contain ben-
zoylecgonine, a metabolite of  cocaine.

Kyrgios told investigators from the 
International Tennis Integrity Agency 
(ITIA) that he used cocaine at a night-
club in Magaluf  in the early hours of  
June 20.

The International Table Tennis 
Federation (ITTF) and World Ta-
ble Tennis (WTT) have unveiled 
the 2027 international calendar, 
setting the stage for a year fea-
turing the sport's biggest global 
events, from World Cups and 
World Championships to a WTT 
circuit spanning four continents.

The standout addition is the ITTF 
Doubles World Cup, a brand-new 
event on the calendar running from 
April 19 to 25. Featuring Men's Dou-
bles, Women's Doubles and Mixed 
Doubles, the event will bring all three 
disciplines together at World Cup lev-
el for the first time.

Its introduction comes as Men's 
and Women's Doubles prepare to re-
turn to the Olympic programme at 
Los Angeles 2028, joining Mixed Dou-
bles in an expanded Olympic doubles 
programme and giving players a 
brand-new pinnacle event to aim for 
on the road to LA28.

The ITTF Singles World Cup fol-
lows in March, while the ITTF World 
Championships Finals take centre 
stage in May in Astana, bringing one 
of  the sport's most prestigious global 
titles to the Kazakh capital. October 
will see the ITTF family week bring 
the table tennis community together 
at the regional levels and continental 
levels.

The year's final stretch will see the 
ITTF Mixed Team World Cup take 
place in late November, giving the 
world's best teams a chance to book 
their place at the Mixed Team event's 
Olympic debut at Los Angeles 2028. 
The ITTF World Youth Champion-

Harriet Dart and Francesca 
Jones fell to seeded players as 
British interest in the US Open 
singles ended in the second 
round.

Dart said she felt "under the 
weather" during her 6-2 6-2 defeat by 
Czech 25th seed Marie Bouzkova as 
temperatures reached 30C in New 
York.

Her loss meant Jones was the last 
Briton standing in either singles 
draw, and she acquitted herself  well 
before falling 6-4 6-4 to 14th seed and 
rising American star Iva Jovic.

Nine British players competed in 
the US Open main draws - the most 
since 1981 - with four coming through 
qualifying.

Five of  them reached the second 
round, but Jacob Fearnley was the 
only player to win a set as they all fell 
to seeded players.

Lucky loser Fearnley fell in four 
sets to 27th seed Tomas Martin Etch-
everry, while qualifier Toby Samuel 
was beaten by 18th seed Jiri Lehecka.

Katie Boulter lost to Wimbledon 
runner-up Karolina Muchova in only 
58 minutes on Wednesday.

Lights. Camera. Quiet please...

When it comes to etiquette in 
tennis, there are a fair few 
unwritten rules.

Apologising after win-
ning a point from a net cord. Honesty 
around line calls, double bounces and 
double-hits. Post-match handshakes.

As for the spectators, it is common 
courtesy not to disturb the players 
during points.

Around 100 influencers and content 
creators have been granted accredita-
tion for the tournament in New York 
- double the amount from last year.

Their presence has led to debate 
over how to balance bringing tennis to 
a new, different audience while respect-
ing the game's etiquette.

"I definitely think it's cool to have 
a new demographic and I definitely 
think it helps grow the sport," world 
number four Coco Gauff  said.

"But if  you're being invited to a red 
carpet, you wouldn't show up in jeans.

"I think it's just follow the etiquette 
of  the sport. That's all."

During two-time champion Naomi 
Osaka's first-round match on Arthur 
Ashe Stadium, one group held a photo 
shoot in their hospitality suite while 

play was going on.
The group turned on a portable ring 

light while Osaka was serving, leading 
to a reprimand from the umpire.

When Osaka returned on Thurs-
day, the umpire had to remind the 
crowd several times to be quiet.

"Today the umpire told everyone to 
be quiet more than I've ever heard an 
umpire tell a crowd to be quiet," Osaka 
said.

"I tell people I normally just focus 
on the match and the court, but there 
was a moment where there was people 
shouting and you could hear it quite 
clearly.

"I think it bothered my opponent, 
too."

In one video, which has gone viral, 
a group can be seen speaking loudly as 
they film themselves during Osaka's 
first-round match on Tuesday, which 
led to the chair umpire calling for them 
to stop.

"I think obviously if  you come to a 
sporting event, you have to respect the 
sport," Osaka said.

"I feel like it's common courtesy to 
read up on the sport, especially the 
etiquette.

"It could be a good thing for people 

ITTF, WTT Unveil 2027 Table Tennis Calendar

No Britons In US Open Singles  
As Dart, Jones Lose

He played his first-round match at 
the Mallorca tournament two days lat-
er, losing in straight sets to compatriot 
Adam Walton.

The ITIA accepted he used cocaine 
outside of  competition after consulting 
with an independent expert.

Kyrgios could have faced a max-
imum three-month ban, but it was 
reduced after he entered a treatment 
programme.

His one-month ban ended on Thurs-
day.

Kyrgios, who has fallen to 918 in the 
world rankings, will also lose his prize 
money of  6,570 euros (£5,650).

When the positive test was an-
nounced, Kyrgios said he would step 
away from social media and public life 
for the next 28 days to "focus on getting 
myself  right".

The former world number 13 has 
played only four singles matches this 
season, having struggled with knee 
and wrist injuries in recent years.

He last played in the men's doubles 
at Wimbledon, where he and partner 
Alexander Bublik lost in the first 
round.

After his initial suspension was 
announced, Kyrgios said the past few 
years of  injuries had taken "a huge toll 
on me, both mentally and physically".

ships in mid-December will then give 
the sport's next generation their mo-
ment on the world stage.

WTT will play a central role 
throughout the 2027 international 
calendar, bringing elite table tennis 
to fans across four continents with a 
packed programme of  Grand Smash, 
Champions and Finals events form-
ing the backbone of  the professional 
season.

The season opens with WTT 
Champions in Asia from 19–24 Jan-
uary, followed by WTT Singapore 
Smash from February 18 to 28 and 
WTT Champions Chongqing from 
March 9 to 14.

The pace remains relentless 
throughout the year, with United 
States Smash taking place from 
June 25 to July 4, before a busy stretch 
across August and September sees 
Europe Smash, WTT Champions 
Astana, WTT Champions (Japan), 
WTT Champions (Asia) and China 
Smash run in quick succession, five 
events in just six weeks.

The season then heads towards 
its conclusion with WTT Champi-
ons (France) from November 2 to 7, 
before all eyes turn to Hong Kong, 
China where the WTT Finals from 
December 7 to 12 will crown the WTT 
Series' champions for the year.

Further dates and locations, in-
cluding the WTT Star Contender, 
Contender, Feeder, Youth and Para 
Series, will be announced soon on 
ITTF and WTT's wesbites.

ITTF President and WTT Chair 
Petra Sörling said, "2027 is shaping up 
to be an ambitious year for our sport. 

to make the sport of  tennis popular to 
their specific audience, but I think it 
has to be managed a lot better, especial-
ly in the situation like my first-round 
match.

"Overall, I think there are huge pos-
itives. You want people to continue to 
grow the sport.

"I just think it has to be in a way that 
everyone knows the rules and the eti-
quette."

Arthur Ashe is the biggest tennis 
stadium in the world, and matches are 
often accompanied by a buzz of  noise 
from conversations around the arena.

Some players love it. Some do not.
Men's seventh seed Daniil Medve-

dev, who has had a tricky relationship 
with the New York crowds in the past, 
believes whatever brings more eyes to 
tennis can only be a good thing.

"I think the more we try to raise 
awareness about tennis, the better it 
is, the more popular the sport is," the 
Russian said.

"The more the sport grows, the 
better it is. I trust USTA [tournament 
organisers the United States Tennis 
Association] with what they are doing.

"I think [there is] a lot more upside 
than downside, so go for it."

"My body hasn't been able to do 
what my mind expects it to do," he 
wrote in a lengthy statement on Ins-
tagram.

"Coming to terms with being near 
the end of  my career has been harder 
than I ever imagined.

"None of  that excuses what I did."
Cocaine is classified as a stimulant 

and substance of  abuse on the World 
Anti-Doping Agency's prohibited list.

Kyrgios has long been a controver-
sial figure in tennis.

His behaviour on court has been 
widely criticised and he has been giv-
en numerous large fines for smashing 
racquets, making audible obscenities 
and arguing with the umpire.

In 2023 he admitted assaulting an 
ex-girlfriend two years earlier. He 
avoided a criminal conviction.

He was criticised further for mak-
ing a series of  comments which have 
been considered misogynistic.

In 2024 he shared a post from con-
troversial influencer Andrew Tate. He 
later said he had gone "to all lengths" 
to distance himself  from the self-pro-
claimed misogynist.

Kyrgios was also critical of  the han-
dling of  two high-profile anti-doping 
cases involving top players Jannik 
Sinner and Iga Swiatek, calling them 
"disgusting" for tennis.

Kyrgios has won seven ATP Tour 
singles titles and reached the Wimble-
don final in 2022, losing in four sets to 
Novak Djokovic.

In the men's draw, Cameron Nor-
rie, Arthur Fery, Harry Wendelken 
and Jan Choinski exited in the first 
round.

Jones, ranked 90 places lower than 
Jovic, made her work for one hour 
54 minutes to reach the third round.

Humid conditions meant both 
players frequently dashed to the 
back of  the court between points to 
dry their hands and face.

It was 18-year-old Jovic who start-
ed on the front foot, opening up a 
double break and a 3-0 lead as she 
controlled the rallies with deep hit-
ting from the baseline.

Jones snatched a break back and 
kept in touch with Jovic, but could 
not make the most of  a break point 
as Jovic served for the set.

After wrapping up the opener, Jo-
vic raced into a 4-1 lead in the second, 
only to once again be dragged back 
by Jones.

Jones saved three match points 
on her own serve but Jovic produced 
one of  her best service games to seal 
victory and set up a meeting with 
friend Alexandra Eala, from the 
Philippines.
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Glasgow Commonwealth Games 2026: 
Stakeholders Blame NBF For Poor Outing

Everton, Man Utd In David Moyes Derby

D’Tigress Fall 
Short Again As 
Hungary Edge 

Nigeria 71–67 In 
Berlin Thriller

CAF 
Confederation 

Cup Preliminary:  
El-Kanemi  

Set For UDIB
Nigeria's President Fed-
eration Cup champions, 
El-Kanemi Warriors FC 
will today lock horns with 
UDIB FC of  Guinea-Bissau 
in the preliminary round 
of  the CAF Confederation 
Cup.

The match is billed for 
4pm at the Remo Stars Sta-
dium, Ikenne, Ogun State.

The Babagana Umara 
Zulum Boys are in high 
spirits and fully prepared 
for the important continen-
tal encounter. 

The team currently has 
no major injury concerns, 
with the players reported to 
be in stable condition and 
ready to give their best for 
the badge.

El-Kanemi Warriors FC 
will be hoping to make a 
strong statement in their 
CAF Confederation Cup 
campaign and secure a pos-
itive result.

The club is therefore 
soliciting the prayers and 
support of  its loyal fans 
and the entire football 
fraternity for victory and, 
most importantly, an inju-
ry-free encounter.

Meanwhile, the Hon-
ourable Commissioner 
for Youths, Sports and 
Poverty Alleviation in 
Borno State, Comrade 
Saina Buba, paid a mo-
rale boosting visit to the 
team at the Remo Stadi-
um, Ikenne on Saturday.

The Commissioner 
watched the team's train-
ing session and interacted 
with the players and tech-
nical crew, encouraging 
them ahead of  the crucial 
continental fixture. 

His presence and words 
of  encouragement have fur-
ther boosted the confidence 
and determination of  the 
players as they prepare to 
represent Borno State and 
Nigeria on the African 
stage.

PL Results
Newcastle 2
Bournemouth 2

Fulham   2
C. Palace 3

Man City. 1
Coventry  0

N. Forest. 0
Spurs.       0

Brighton    1
Leeds Utd. 1

Brentford.    1
Sunderland.  1

AYO  B A D A 

Nigeria’s D’Tigress suf-
fered a second successive 
defeat at the 2026 FIBA 
Women’s Basketball 
World Cup, falling nar-
rowly to Hungary 71–67 in 
a fiercely contested Group 
B encounter in Berlin on 
Saturday.

After opening their cam-
paign with a 99–81 defeat to 
South Korea, D’Tigress were 
desperate for a response 
against Hungary, but the 
reigning African champions 
were again left disappointed 
as Hungary held their nerve 
in the decisive moments.

The four-point defeat 
represents a particularly 
painful setback for Nigeria, 
who remained competitive 
throughout the contest but 
could not produce enough of-
fensively to turn their effort 
into victory.

Nigeria struggled from 
the field, converting 17 of  
44 two-point attempts (39%) 
and just 7 of  25 attempts 
from three-point range 
(28%). They were also 12 of  
23 from the free-throw line.

Hungary, meanwhile, 
were more efficient inside 
the arc, shooting 24 of  41 for 
59 per cent, while making 
four of  their 14 three-point 
attempts.

The result leaves D’Ti-
gress without a win from 
their opening two Group B 
matches, putting their hopes 
of  progressing to the knock-
out stage under significant 
pressure.

Nigeria’s situation had 
already become delicate af-
ter the opening-day defeat to 
South Korea. FIBA’s qualifi-
cation permutations showed 
that D’Tigress needed a vic-
tory over Hungary to keep 
their progression hopes 
firmly alive.

The defeat also means 
Nigeria will now have to pro-
duce a major response against 
France in their final Group B 
game on Monday, with the 
reigning African champions 
facing one of  the toughest 
challenges in the group.

D’Tigress arrived in Ber-
lin carrying high expecta-
tions after their historic run 
at the Paris 2024 Olympics, 
where they became the first 
African women’s basketball 
team to reach the Olympic 
quarter-finals. They also 
qualified for the World Cup 
as reigning FIBA Women’s 
AfroBasket champions.

Their return to the World 
Cup was seen as an opportu-
nity to improve on their his-
toric eighth-place finish at 
the 2018 tournament, when 
Nigeria became the first Af-
rican team to reach the quar-
ter-finals of  the competition.

Instead, Rena Wakama’s 
side now find themselves 
fighting for survival in Ber-
lin.

I K P O  I G B I N O B A

Stakeholders have ac-
cused the Nigeria Box-
ing Federation (NBF), 
for the country's poor 

outing at the Glasgow Com-
monwealth Games.

Nigeria, which has a rich 
boxing history and a former 
powerhouse on the global 
stage failed to win even a med-
al at the quadrennial Games 
with six boxers on parade.

The stakeholders who 
spoke to DAILY INDEPEN-
DENT in separate interviews 
expressed the same sentiment 
that the federation should be 
held accountable for the coun-
try's worst outing in recent 
history.

Former secretary of  the 
NBF, Mr. Peter Omagbemi 
said Nigeria failed at the 
Games because the federation 
didn't pick the best team.

Omagbemi, blamed the fed-
eration for the poor selection 
of  the coaches and boxers.

“It was very clear from the 
selection that the federation 
was not prepared to have a 
good run at the Games.

“For example, they brought 
a man that has long retired 
from the sport, Sabo Mo-
hammed to be the coach and 
dropped the national boxing 

The David Moyes derby 
takes centre stage at 2pm 
this Sunday, when Everton 
welcome Manchester Unit-
ed to the Hill Dickinson 
Stadium in Premier League 
gameweek three.

The Toffees maintained 
their unbeaten record in 
2026/27 with a 1-1 stalemate at 
Bournemouth last time out, 
while the Red Devils got off  
the mark in emphatic fashion 
with a 5-2 crushing of  Ipswich 
Town.

Man United losing to a new-
ly-promoted team in their first 
Premier League game of  the 

coach Tony Konyegwachi.”
“With his record, 

Konyegwachi is one of  the 
best coaches in the country”

The former secretary 
revealed that the National 
Sports Commission (NSC) in-
vested a lot in the preparation 
of  the Commonwealth Games 
team.

“We should give credit to 
the NSC for giving the entire 
team the kind of  preparation 
which we have not had for a 
very long time.

“The camping was top 
notch both in Nigeria and in 
Aberdeen”.

On the boxers picked, 
Omagbemi said the trials 
were highly controversial and 
outcomes were disputed.

“Unfortunately, the federa-
tion had the final say over who 
should go and who should not 
go.

“And today, we are discuss-
ing Nigeria's worst outing in 
Commonwealth Games his-
tory”

Veteran sports journalist, 
Mr. Ifeanyi Eduzor who has 
covered boxing for over two 
decades said the federation 
should take responsibility for 
the failure in Glasgow.

“Before they travelled, 
it was clear that they won't 
make any impact at the 

private plans which would be 
revealed soon”

The boxer appealed to the 
NSC to probe the performance 
of  the Nigerian boxing team.

Technical Director of  the 
federation, Babatunde Lagu-
da who dismissed claims of  
poor selection said the box-
ers couldn't win anything be-
cause they didn't have enough 
exposure and experience.

“As regards the selection, 
all the boxers who made 
the team emerged winners 
during the Trials.

“They were just unlucky 
to have met opponents who 
were more experienced and 
exposed”

He revealed “Of  the six 
boxers, only two had tasted 
action at the International 
level and that was during the 
last All Africa Games.”

Mr. Laguda said apart from 
lack of  exposure, the boxers 
also didn't have enough local 
competitions.

Rather than despair over 
the results, the Technical Di-
rector said the federation has 
learnt some lessons from the 
Games.

“We have a lot of  work to 
do and the federation is on 
course to address the short-
comings which the Glasgow 
Games exposed”.

Team Nigeria boxer, Patricia Mbata, in Blue, bows out after narrow defeat

Sports

Games” Eduzor said, citing 
poor selection of  the boxers 
and the technical crew.

“The problem with the box-
ing team was poor selection and 
the sidelining of  the National 
coach, Tony Konyegwachi, 
who they replaced with those 
without the technical expertise 
required to perform at the Com-
monwealth Games level.”

He insisted “As for the Tri-
als, it was a sham.

“Boxers who could have 
made the trip were rigged out 
and the federation travelled 
with their preferred boxers 
who ended up giving Nigeria 
the worst result in history”.

Eduzor said some of  the ag-
grieved boxers couldn't com-
plain openly for fear of  being 
victimised by the Federation.

One of  the boxers who 
claimed he was rigged out 
said some of  the board mem-
bers were more interested in 
pursuing their personal ambi-
tion rather than the national 
interest.

The boxer who prayed that 
he should not be named said: 
“With the way they raised the 
Commonwealth Games team, 
it is very clear that this pres-
ent board doesn't have any 
plan for boxing.

“They dropped the medal 
hopefuls for those in their 
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season was already unheard 
of  - that unwanted first was 
achieved against Hull City - 
and Ipswich briefly appeared 
capable of  following in the Ti-
gers' footsteps at Old Trafford.

However, Leif  Davis's 
shock opener did nought 
but galvanise a Bruno Fer-
nandes-inspired Man United, 
who witnessed their clinical 
captain strike a hat-trick 
alongside a Jacob Greaves 
own goal and Bryan Mbeumo 
lob in a seven-goal spectacular.

In a transfer market awash 
with £100m+ deals, simply re-
taining the services of  PFA 

Player of  the Year Fernandes 
represents one of  the best bits 
of  business for Man United, 
who sneaked into the top half  
of  the Premier League table 
last weekend.

The Red Devils' triumph 
over the Tractor Boys took 
them up to 42 points since 
Carrick took over from Ru-
ben Amorim - more than 
any other team in that time 
- and the Englishman could 
now become just the sixth 
Premier League manager to 
win 45 points from his first 20 
matches during a single spell 

at a club.
Even if  Man Utd fall behind 

again on Sunday, disaster may 
not strike; the last time the vis-
itors conceded the first goal 
in their first three Premier 
League games of  the season 
was in 2012-13, the last time 
they conquered the land.

Then again, one of  Red 
Devils' matches in that se-
quence 14 years ago was a 1-0 
reverse to Everton at Good-
ison Park, several months 
before Moyes swapped Mer-
seyside for Manchester and 
failed to fill Sir Alex Fergu-
son's boots.
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Tony Eluemunor
t  e  l  u  e  m  u  n  o  r @ g m a  i  l  .  c  o m

Abuja Notes

September 3, 2026: Mr. Azu 
Ishiekwene served Nigeria 
his poisoned chalice; an opin-
ion piece titled HAS ATIKU 

CORNERED TINUBU ON PETROL 
SUBSIDY? Just as the title appears 
to be a harmless inquiry into the 
effects of  presidential election can-
didate Atiku Abubakar’s campaign 
promise to reintroduce petrol sub-
sidy on President Bola Tinubu’s 
re-election chances, anyone could 
be misled into thinking Mr. Ishie-
kwene was embarked on middle of  
the road wholesome interrogation 
of  the subjects. Instead, the body of  
the article was a devil’s brew of  de-
ceptive philosophy exemplified. He 
offered his readers a one-sided fusil-
lade of  thunderbolts against the for-
mer Vice President Atiku Abubaka’s 
ideas. Worse still, he gave reasons 
aplenty (six in all, yes, he actually 
numbered them) why it is impos-
sible to effectively and effectually 
reintroduce petrol subsidy in Nige-
ria. The most inexcusable failure 
in Ishiekwene’s treatise which any 
Tinubu spokesman would have been 
proud to produce is that he refused 
to grant in his piece that refined pe-
troleum products importation bazar 
is the only way open to Atiku. Be-
fore we proceed to the other options, 
lets quickly throw off  Ishiekwene’s 
unreasonable reasons energetically 
out of  the window.

Ishiekwene: “First, I’m not sure 
how many local refineries will be 
left if  subsidies return. The Walter-
smith Refinery, the Edo Refinery, the 
Aradel Refinery, and the Dangote 
Refinery (the most consequential 
in terms of  output) were all built 
with zero subsidies, a regime that 
profited the state-owned NNPC by 
encouraging racketeering in import 
licences. A return to petrol subsi-
dy will damage investments in lo-
cal refineries and hand the future 
back to the racketeers”. My reply: 
Which 11th Commandment of  God 
has decreed that any subsidy regime 
must depend on import of  refined 
petroleum products? And is Ishie-
kwene the Black Moses to whom 
God Almighty, in his infinite wis-
dom, handed the tablet on that law 
was etched? On which Mount Sinai 
did he receive it?

Why was he so confident that no 
new formula could be worked out 
with the local refineries? What if  
they received crude petroleum on a 
subsidized rate first of  all?

Ishiekwene: Second, there is no 
legal basis to return the subsidy. 
In March 2022, Senate President 
Ahmad Lawan said that an amend-
ment to the Petroleum Industry Act 
(PIA) would be required to extend 
the subsidy regime because the law 
contained no such provision. My 
reply: Please, dear Ishiekwene, who 
made that law? If  the Petroleum In-
dustry Act (PIA) was passed in 2022, 
which law in heaven and earth has 
banned it from being amended or 
repealed? Or is it not a man-made 
law, enacted here by members of  
the National Assembly? Haba, Ish-
iekwene, haba!

Ishiekwene: Several sections of  
the PIA, specifically Section 205(1), 
make this point clearly: “Subject 
to the provisions of  this section, 
wholesale and retail prices of  pe-
troleum products shall be based on 

unrestricted free market pricing 
conditions.” My reply: Come on, 
man, come on! This is pure decep-
tive philosophy; it is so deceptive it 
would be loved by the devil himself. 
The NNPC Plc will produce the re-
fined products in detailed business 
relationships with local refineries, 
including any of  Nigeria’s refineries 
that could still be repaired and put 
to work as part of  the “unrestrict-
ed free market pricing conditions.” 
Then, any Seye or Azu or Sidi could 
import petrol all they like from Mal-
ta blending facilities and import 
same to Nigeria…and the open mar-
ket would welcome them with open 
arms to sell such imported petrol at 
any price. In fact, that would give 
the buyers the real choice to make: 
to buy the imported blended one or 
the truly locally refined one.

Where’s the crude?
Ishiekwene: Third, even though 

Nigeria’s oil production has risen 
from about 1.2 mpd to about 1.6 mpd, 
about 30 per cent of  this stock set 
aside and managed by the NNPC 
has been pledged in forward deals 
for many years. There’s hardly any 
headroom left, which explains why 
the NNPC cannot even meet its cur-
rent obligation to the Dangote Refin-
ery. My reply: This is outrageous. I 
have to grope for a most civil way 
to put this, because this insults our 
collective intelligence. We could be-
gin by reexamining such deals and 
check our jurisprudence books for 
how any who caused such a misfor-
tune, of  anyone is found liable. Then 
the real answer is that nothing is 
written in stone. Part of  what failed 
leaderships have forced Nigeria into 
is to mortgage her future for her 
yesterday. Yet, what could be rem-
edied must be remedied. The loan 
incredible load sitting on Nigeria’s 
bare head, the repayment of  which 
we have been doing with crude oil, 
could be lightened by using the cash 
we could save when any leader, not 
just Atiku, could get the NNPC Plc to 
enter into crude oil for refined petrol 
deals with the local refineries and 
by that time, we could even begin to 
export refined petrol. God did not 
forbid Nigeria from exporting pet-
rol. In fact, the Dangote refinery is 
showing us that way.

Ishiekwene: Four, for nearly 10 
straight years until 2023, there was 
no new investment, onshore or off-
shore, largely due to the delay in 
passing the PIA. Even with recent 
commitments, it would take some 
time before significant onshore pro-
duction could start, limiting supply 
and hampering the redemption of  
any subsidy promissory notes. My 
reply: That was Ishiekwene’s decep-
tive at its most virulent, outrageous 
and diabolical level. This is enough 
to make anyone weep. This is dev-
ilish, and that is putting it mildly. 
The Punch newspaper, which Ishie-
kwene edited and headed published 
on he 13th of  August 2026 that Ni-
geria had met her OPEC quota for 
three straight months. I know that 
there are lies, damned lies and sta-

tistics but even those who have em-
braced devilnomics should at least 
pay due homage to bare facts.

I wrote the above paragraph 
based on the knowledge that even 
if  Nigeria had the capacity and ca-
pability to produce 10 million bar-
rels of  crude oil daily, it must stay 
fidel to her OPEC-given quota. To do 
otherwise is to bust OPEC’s quota 
regime, which would be sabotage 
of  an organization to which we be-
long. So, once we mage to meet our 
production quota, all that remains 
is to manage the quantity we pro-
duce and apply the returns from our 
quota.

As we are now meeting our OPEC 
quota, the issue of  more or “new 
investiment, onshore or offshore” 
is just for future guarantee that we 
would not miss our future quotas 
and that would also help us shore 
up our strategic reserve – a reserve 
I guess we neither have nor have we 
planned for.

Ishiekwene: Five, the NNPC, the 
industry’s rotten core, is a dead 
horse. It was dead even before the 
Obasanjo government, of  which 
Atiku was a part, sold it to Bluestar 
in 2007. Yet, the attempts to give 
this carcass another life since the 
Umaru Musa Yar’Adua government 
revoked the sale have cost billions 
of  dollars, the most recent of  which 
was $1.5 billion for the Port Har-
court Refinery.

My reply: The administrations 
which awarded the contracts should 
be asked what came of  the contracts 
they awarded. If  government-owned 
refineries work elsewhere and are 
operated by say, Petrobrass of  Brazil 
or ARAMCO of  Saudi Arabia, then 
only corruption or sheer ineptitude 
should have made ours not to work. 
This is not a lost cause; even as late 
as last month, President Tinubu 
himself  vowed to get the refineries 
working.

Ishiekwene wrote: And six, while 
the NNPC has become a hotspot 
for issuing petrol import licences 
mainly to benefit insiders, a major 
regulator, on which Atiku may rely 
for information about exactly how 
much petrol the country’s consum-
ers consume daily, relies on dubious 
estimates. It only gets worse when 
Atiku added that he would “open the 
borders!”

My reply: I don’t speak for Atiku. 
Yet, I make bold to say that the way 
I read Atiku, he was talking about 
local refining of  petrol as opposed 
to the importation of  blended petrol 
products out outrageous prices.

And here is my real grouse with 
Ishiekwene’s Devilnomics: He has 
applauded the Structural Adjust-
ment Programme (SAP), which 
President Tinubu reintroduced at 
his inauguration.  Does Mr. Azu 
Ishiekwene not remember how Mili-
tary President Ibrahim Babangida’s 
SAP, especially his removing the 
petrol subsidy, made Nigerians to 
go into mourning?  IBB introduced 
SAP in 1986; 40 years ago, as vend-
ed by World Bank and IMF in the 

1980s. And Ishiekwene wants it to 
continue. Look it up on the internet 
and you will see that it is generally 
agreed that it caused severe social 
hardships across Africa. It shifted 
state-controlled economies toward 
free-market capitalism, local cur-
rency values were reduced to boost 
exports. Austerity resulted when 
governments cut spending on public 
goods and removed subsidies. SAP 
gave Nigeria Negative Rising pov-
erty, sparked hyper-inflation, loss 
of  jobs, and higher food prices even 
as healthcare, water, and education 
provision declined. Local manu-
facturing industries that could not 
compete with cheap imports died.

Ishiekwene gloried in the short-
term illusory growth because it en-
hanced GDP growth temporarily in 
countries like Ghana and Nigeria 
during early implementation. He 
mentioned how the President asked 
the state Governors to eschew con-
structing Flyover bridges and face 
projects. Interrogating the increased 
quantity of  money accruing to the 
states as well as the value of  the Nai-
ra today as against what it could buy 
prior to the Tinubu inauguration ac-
tually deserves an article on its own. 
All I quip here is that if  the monthly 
Federal Allocation has placed more 
money in the state Governor’s hands 
as Ishiekwewne implied, it has also 
placed more money in the Federal 
Government’s hands.

They say that the road to hell 
is paved with good intentions. So, 
President Tinubu should be helped 
to lead Nigeria in the right direction 
by warning him when his policies 
are backfiring for nobody is mis-
take-proof. If  he had the “courage”, 
as he termed it, to remove petrol 
subsidy, he could also summon the 
“courage” to reintroduce it.

But to argue that it is not possible 
to effect it is to spit on the human 
spirit and the ingenuity that has 
made man who he is. Introduction

Beginning in the 1980s, Sub-Sa-
haran Africa (SSA) became a focal 
point for the implementation of  
structural adjustment programs 
(SAPs) mandated by international 
financial institutions like the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the World Bank. These policies 
were designed to stabilize strug-
gling economies and facilitate de-
velopment. However, they required 
significant alterations to existing 
economic structures, and these 
measures have spurred an ongoing 
debate about their efficacy and con-
sequences. While proponents argue 
that the reforms were essential and 
effective, critics assert that SAPs 
paid insufficient attention to social 
aspects of  development and caused 
more harm than good.

In 1986, Nigeria implemented 
SAPs after suffering an economic 
crisis due to falling oil prices. Be-
tween 1986 and 1992, GDP increased 
by an average of  5.4% per year. Pro-
ductivity also increased which was 
demonstrated by a 9% growth in 
output by the end of  adjustment in 

1992. Total investment went from 
7.37% of  GDP in 1986 up to 12.4% 
of  GDP in 1990 (World Bank, 1994). 
Proponents of  SAPs cite the “rever-
sal of  negative economic growth 
trend of  the early 1980s, substantial 
increase in price of  agricultural 
exports, improvement in external 
payments arrangements, and inter-
national credit worthiness” as other 
positive effects of  SAPs (Danladi & 
Naankiel, 2016).

However, increasing the price 
of  agricultural exports through 
methods such as the removal of  
subsidies and import bans on cer-
tain items led to negative impacts 
on Nigeria’s agricultural and manu-
facturing sectors. The measures led 
to price hikes for local produce and 
increased output but reduced prof-
itability for farmers due to subsidy 
withdrawal and the higher cost of  
imported inputs. The devaluation of  
Nigerian Naira heavily affected its 
manufacturing sector, which large-
ly relies on imported machines. Un-
employment also worsened because 
many workers lost their jobs due to 
the downsizing of  the public sector, 
and the private sector growth was 
generally not enough to absorb the 
excess labour.

Proponents of  SAPs argue that 
structural adjustment helps coun-
tries achieve economic indepen-
dence by fostering conditions condu-
cive to innovation, investment, and 
expansion. The use of  conditional 
loans is therefore justified because 
unconditional loans would encour-
age recipient countries to borrow 
without addressing the underlying 
issues that led to their financial 
problems. This would theoretical-
ly lead to more borrowing in the 
future, creating a cycle of  reliance. 
Advocates for SAPs also argue that 
some of  the failures of  SAPs fall on 
the governments of  these countries, 
citing they have institutional weak-
nesses and are riddled with corrup-
tion. Blame should not be on the 
policies themselves, but on the gov-
ernments that failed to implement 
them properly. Despite some unfa-
vorable outcomes, many indicators 
point to the success of  these reforms 
and these steps being necessary to 
steer SSA toward development.

However, structural adjustment 
programs have faced intense crit-
icism for a lack of  effectiveness 
and widening social inequalities 
from forcing austerity measures 
on already impoverished coun-
tries. Opponents contend that the 
impact of  structural adjustments 
is disproportionately felt by wom-
en, children, and other vulnerable 
populations, especially in terms of  
public health (Crisp & Kelly, 1999). 
They also depict conditional loans 
as an instrument of  neocolonial-
ism because wealthy countries that 
fund the IMF and World Bank offer 
loans to developing countries in re-
turn for reforms that expose these 
countries to multinational corpo-
ration investments. While foreign 
investment is beneficial in many 
cases, there are countless instances 
of  human rights violations and re-
source exploitation. Going forward, 
other struggling countries will have 
to weigh the effects of  these policies 
when considering how to help their 
economies.

Atiku, Tinubu, Subsidy Removal 
And Azu Ishiekwene’s Devilnomics
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Note: This article was first pub-
lished in June 2025. Recent occur-
rences on the political scene have 
made this repetition necessary. 
Most of  those who end up being 
victimised by a dictator, were once 
his fervent promoters.

“When a nation has allowed it-
self  to fall under a tyrannical re-
gime, it cannot be absolved from 
the faults due to the guilt of  the 
regime.” - Sir Winston Churchill, 
1874-1965.

“The face of  tyranny is always 
mild at first.” – Jean Racine, 1639-
1699.

Most African and Nigeri-
an leaders are often too 
busy hustling to make 
as much money for 

themselves and family that they 
have no time to read. They cer-
tainly don’t engage staff  who can 
undertake the most casual review 
of  historical precedents in order 
to guide their actions. Let me con-
fess that it appears as if  the rest of  
the world is catching up to us as 
we drift gradually towards World 
War III. Only God knows what this 
planet will look like after mankind 
would have done its worst to anni-
hilate the species from the face of  
the Earth.

Just last week, it was announced 
on this page that WORLD WAR III 
has started and only the official dec-
laration and shooting remains. Two 
days after Israel attacked Iran, jus-
tifiably or not, and has exonerated 
Russia from invading Ukraine; and 
excused China if  it chooses to force-
fully annex Taiwan. The Chinese 
invasion, which is only a matter of  
time, will present America with a 
dilemma: face China based on its 
treaty obligations or accept the loss 
of  an ally and the humiliation that 
entails. Given Trump’s instincts, 
confrontation and conflict will be 
his response. There lies the danger. 
Escalation will surely follow; and 
a full scale war might result – with 
nothing off  the table as weapons to 
be deployed.

Just in case you are wondering 
what the preamble has to do with 
Nigeria, let me summarise it this 
way. Gradually, the entire world is 
defecting from governments based 
on strong institutions to nations 
governed by strong men and one 
party. Democracy and governments 
characterised by rule of  law is giv-
ing way to rule by one man. The 
checks and balances entrenched 
in classic democracies have been 
severely eroded. As Benvenuto Cel-
lini,, 1500-1571, reminded us  “The 
law can’t be enforced against the 
man who is the law’s master.” When 

self-deluded political leaders em-
bark on creating an individual who 
is so powerful as to be above the law, 
they inevitably fail to understand 
that they might become victims of  
the tyranny that will follow.

AFRICAN HISTORICAL PRECEDENTS
“What experience and history teach is 
that people and governments never have 
learnt from history or acted on principled 
deducted from it.” – Gorge Hegel, 1770-
1831, VANGUARD BOOK OF QUOTA-
TIONS, VBQ p 92.

I must have read over 300 history 
books, partly or fully, among near-
ly 6,000 while compiling materials 
for the book of  quotations which 
took me about 34 years from the 
start to finish. I waded through 
virtually all the stories of  empires 
from 500 years before Christ till 
the wars, big and small up to 2006 
when I started the manuscript.  I 
also followed the history of  rulers 
across the world; the personalities 
who made every age in human his-
tory. The most astonishing fact is 
the frequent recurrent of  dictators 
– those who wield absolute power 
over their fellow men. When Lord 
Acton, 1834-1902, proclaimed that: 
“Power tends to corrupt and abso-
lute power corrupts absolutely” – a 

line which most people quote – they 
forget the second line. “Great men 
are almost always bad men”. Later, 
Saul Bellow, 1915-2005, a 1976 Nobel 
Prize winner in Literature, warned 
the whole world that: “Invariably, 
the most dangerous people seek 
power.” That statement is to some 
extent true irrespective of  time, 
place, the form of  government and 
the people involved. 

I have chosen to focus on Africa 
and some of  the historical prece-
dents that we have established with 
one party, one man and millions 
of  citizens-slaves that inevitably 
emerge. Despite the overwhelming 
evidence available to all of  us, that 
one party, one man dictatorships 
have left the continent mostly 
under-developed, Africans every-
where still embrace one party and 
one man dictatorships – whether 
military or civilian. 

Ghana, Guinea, Cameroun and 
Zimbabwe started out in the 1960s 
as democracies – when the wind of  
change blew all over Africa bring-
ing independence to former colo-
nies of  European nations. By 1970 
there were very few democracies 
left. The heroes of  the struggle for 
independence -- had turned their 
nations, first into civilian dicta-

torships; and finally into military 
tyrannies.

Kwame Nkrumah, 1909-1972, 
and Sekou Toure, 1922-1984, late 
Presidents of  Ghana and Guinea, 
respectfully, serve to remind us of  
how multi-party democracies when 
independence was granted, were 
transformed into one party and one 
man dictatorships until they were 
both topple by another one man dic-
tatorship – the military. They were 
not the only ones. Africa is littered 
with the one man dictatorships.

 Nothing demonstrates that 
people and governments never 
learn from history than the fact 
that in most cases, the politicians 
who helped the megalomaniacs to 
achieve absolute power frequent-
ly become victims of  the monster 
they have created. It is one of  the 
verdicts of  history that “This is 
a sickness rooted and inherent in 
the nature of  [dictatorships], that 
he that holds it does not trust his 
friends.” (Aeschylus, 525-456 BC). 
I always pity all those who on ac-
count of  cowardice, selfishness, 
political expediency or just plain 
stupidity, join the bandwagon to 
help created a dictator; which is 
another name for one party state.

In less than four years, many of  
those who helped Nkrumah and 
Toure were sacked from their top 
level jobs; some were jailed; other 
died under mysterious circum-
stances; the lucky ones died in 
self-exile in foreign lands.

 One of  my mates at the univer-
sity in the USA, George Saitoti, be-
came first Finance Minister, then 
Vice President to Kenya’s dictator, 
Arap Moi, 1924-2020, after helping 
the tyrant to gain absolute pow-
er. Then rumours started about 
George being the heir apparent to 
Moi, who was not yet ready to go. 
George suddenly mysteriously dis-
appeared. Irrespective of  how close 
anybody can assume to be to a ty-
rant, they are only one step away 
from political downfall – which can 
sometimes be fatal.

SYCOPHANTS, HISTORICAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL
“…If  I had served God as diligently as I 
have served the King ( Henry VIII, 1491-
1547), he would not have given me over 
to my enemies in my grey hairs. This 
is my just reward.” – Cardinal Wolsey, 
1475-1530.

Cardinal Wolsey started his ca-
reer in serving the King as a middle 
level officer. He quickly established 
himself  as the ultimate sycophant 
who proclaimed that the King could 
do no wrong – despite the several 
marriages of  the monarch and 
a forceful divorce. He quickly be-

came Henry’s man to call upon to 
propose, execute and justify all the 
atrocities of  the dictator – who in 
the meantime was getting entan-
gled in numerous conflicting and 
unprincipled situations each of  
which still required absolute loy-
alty from his subjects. In the end, 
Wolsey was caught in a web of  in-
trigues from which he could not 
escape the King’s wrath.

He was credited with those 
words just as he was led away to 
suffer the same harsh fate he had 
plotted for others in order to please 
Henry VIII.

THE END IS ALWAYS PREDICTABLE
“History never repeats itself; man does.” – 
Barbara Tuchmann, Harvard University 
History Professor.

Those promoting a one party, and 
by extension, one man dictatorship, 
might become the first victims of  
the demon they would have created. 
The first beneficiary of  the evil con-
traption might even find himself  a 
victim of  the system he nurtured. 
There is a national precedent.

General Obasanjo was subordi-
nate to General Gowon until the 
Murtala Mohammed coup. Shortly 
after, Mohammed was assassinated 
and Obasanjo became the military 
dictator. Gowon, in absentia, was 
convicted of  complicity in Dimka’s 
failed coup. The Decree Obasanjo 
signed to nail Gowon, without suc-
cess, was later slightly amended to 
almost get OBJ executed by Aba-
cha.

Just as only God saved Gowon; 
it was the Almighty who saved 
Obasanjo from his own Decree. 
Dictators invariably are short 
sighted and obsessed with sup-
pressing the people, they seldom 
consider what would happen if  
they lose grip on power. Remember 
Mugabe? He spent his last years re-
ceiving the lashes others suffered 
under him.

I know that those nurturing a 
dictatorship in Nigeria would not 
listen to words of  caution. Obasanjo 
has twice been responsible for di-
sasters which befell him personally 
and the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP; he drafted his own death war-
rant as Military Head of  State. As 
civilian President, he and people 
like Bode George, encouraged un-
constitutional transfer of  mandates 
from other political parties to PDP. 
Short-sighted as usual, it never 
occurred to them that their par-
ty would ever become a victim of  
the precedents established. APC is 
also falling into the same manhole 
now…. 

Follow me on Facebook @ J Israel Biola.

One Party = A Dictator And End Of June 12

Olusegun Obasanjo
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